He TonbKO y uMIepaTopa, HO ¥ y BCEX IMPUCYTCTBYIOMIKUX MUHUCTPOB I'yOBI MEPHYIUCH OT OTBETA
reHepas-puHIa. BipoyeM, 3T0 COOTBETCTBOBAJIO OKUAAHUSIM BCeX. YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO 0KHUIATH OT
yeJioBeKa, Yell MO3T X0poIno paboTasn TOIbKO Ha moje 6051? OTKyma, 4epT BO3bMH, OH MOT 3HATh TO, O
YyeM He 3HaJlM faxke MUHUCTPHI, TOPASIIAEeCcs CBOel NHPOPMAIIOHHON CEThI0?

ViMmepaTop TOXKe 0CO3HAJ CBOIO BUHY U 3aMoitdan. OH HoJzKeH OblI IPU3HATh, YTO BEIPAXKEHUE
HEeBUHHOCTH ¥ 0€33a00THOCTH Ha JIUIE MOJIOZIOT0 YeJI0BeKa pasapazKalo ero 10 Y4epTUKOB, HO YTO OH
MOT CfieJiaTh, €CJIU Apyras CTOpPOHA JefCTBUTENIbHO He BUHOBaTa? [laxke ecyiy OBl OH [eMCTBUTENILHO
X0Tes OPoCUTh YTO-HUOYAb B U0 YsHb BaHy, KaK OH MOT CHeJaTh 3TO, YUUTHIBAs CBOM CTATyC?

Ha n0y uMnepaTopa BEICTYIIMIX BEHE], @ €r0 PYKH KPEIKO BLIENUIIUCEH B IOOJIOKOTHUK. OH
IIOBEPHYJICS K OCTa/IbHBIM MUHUCTPaM U npopeidan: "Kak Hacyet Bac?! Kaxbiii U3 BaCc 0CTaBaCs B
CTOJIUIIE KPYTJIbIY rof. XBAaTUT MPUTBOPATHCS HeMbMu! ['oBopuTe! He mymato, 4To BH He 3HaeTe 00
arom!"

'A... Kak mpe0OrIBaHKE B CTOJIMIIE CBSI3aHO C MOHUMAHKUEM TOTO, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT Ie-To emme?' Takas
MBICJIb TIPUIIUIA B TOJIOBY KAXKOOMY.

LI3sH JIu BTaliHe YCMEXHYJICS, 3aJaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, KAaKOTr0 YepTa UMIIepPaTop nMpumaeT O0JIbIIoe
3HaYeHNe TOMY, KTO 3HAaeT O HaJBUTaloIlencs 3acyxe Ha BOCTOKe. [[edCTBUTENbHO... ['0q Ha3af 3TOT
CTapuk OBIN ellle OUeHb YPaBHOBEIIEHHHIM U 3HaJI, YTO CTaBUTh Ha IIepBOe MecTo. YTO ¢ HUM
CITy4HJIOCh?

'OueBUOHO, 4TO MO0 MBI, MO0 OH, MOJIXKHEI HalTH CII0co0 KaK pelluTh 3Ty mpobnemy. Ho pas
CTapUK He MOXeT HOpMaJIbHO AyMaTh B 9TU [IHU, 3HAUUT, OH CUJIbHO ITOCTPafiasl OT BRIXOAKHU LI354H
Wup F03? Monopo¥ reHepas TaliHO ITOKa4asl TOJI0BOH, YTOJIOK eT0 I'y0 CKpUBUIICS. 'OTO
eOUHCTBEHHOE 00bSICHEHUE, KOTOPOE S CMOT IIPUAyMaTh .

ITocne MHUHYTHOT'O MOJIYaHUA OOJWH U3 CaMBIX MYOPHIX 1 CIIOCOOHBIX Jonen Ha C06paHI/II/I, IIpeMbBep-
MHWHHUCTD, HAKOHEIl 3arOBOPHUJI X ITOCOBETOBAII UMIIEPATOPY COCPEONOTOYUTECA Ha TOM, KaK PEIIUTh
9TOT BOIIPOC. C sTuMHU CIIOBaMH, HaKOHEIl, Ha4aa0Ch HaAaexkallee Cyne6Hoe 3acegaHue.

Bpewms mposeTenio He3aMeTHO, 1 [eJ10 ObI0 3aKphITo: Xal Ban u 2Kyt Ban Ovinu BEIOpAHHL B TOMOIITH
IyaHb BaHy, mepBoMy NIPUHIY, KOTOPBIM y2Ke HaXOOUJICS B IIOCTpafaBlleM peruoHe. [IpeMbep-
MUHHCTP HacTauBajl Ha TOM, YTOOH ero jaobuMast BHyYKa CTajla IJIaBod CITyKObI JIOTUCTHKHY.
OxkpyzXKarolye MoI4ajy, HO 3HajIi, YTO CTaphIX JIUC XOTeJl, YTOOLl ero BHy4YKa OTBedasa 3a
cHabxKeHUe U TPOAOBOILCTBHE, YTOOH OHA MOTJIa MOXKUHATH IIJIOMLI BMecTe ¢ Xall BaHoM.

YTo KacaeTcs apMHUM UK IPYIIIEL COJIAAT, KOTOPEEe OYAYyT COMPOBOXKAATh UX B yTH, Xai Ban
nocMoTpen Ha L35 JIu, a 2Ky Ban Ha BeTMKOro reHepara, HO HU OOUH U3 HUX He BCTPETU UX
B3rsaga. L3sH JIu XoTen HaclnaguThCsl OTIBIXOM, B TO BpeMs KaK BEJIMKUI reHepast ObII 3aHSAT
MHOXKECTBOM MEHICTIel - THEB Ha UYsHb BaHa 1 6eCroKOo#CTBO 3a CBOIO IJIaBHYIO KeHY OBIIU TJIaBHBIMHU.
W3-3a 3TOrO €llle OMHOMY YAQWINBOMY 0QUIIePY YAaNI0Ch IONYYUTh MeCcT0. OHU JOJIKHBI OBLIH
OTIIPABUTHCS B IIyTh B TeUEHUE TPEX THEN.

"IIpexpe 4eM s CerogHs paclylly Cyn, IIOCKOIbKY YK3Hb IIOMHUT, YTO YK9Hb ellle He Harpaguil
YsHb BaHa 3a ero mopasutebHylo nobeny Hap By... YK3HB X0Tes ObI BOCIIOIH30BaThCS 3TOM
BO3MOZXKHOCTbBIO, YTOOH YK9Hb MOT CHaTh II0 HouaM 0e3 BUHHI".

[Tocne BocnoMuHauuu 0 TpuyMde uX CTpaHh B fonrHe Oy YeH nuLo uMnepaTopa HaKOHEI-TO
npruoOpesio xopoilee HacTpoeHne. Cnerka ynbIOHYBIIKNCh, OH CIIPOCUII TeHepasia-puHia: "Usus BaH,
He CTECHSNCS TOBOPUTH TO, UTO ¥ TeOg Ha yMe. YTO TH X0UelTh, 4TOOH YK9Hb Harpagui Teds?".



L1358 JIu chenan mar Bleper U MOKJIOHUJICA uMnepaTopy. Ha ero rybax Toxe mosiBUach ynelOKa, U
KOTr[ja CTapUK YBUEJ 3TO, OH Cpa3y IOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO IPUHI] CKAaXkKeT YTO-TO OUEHb BHI3BIBAIOLIEE.
OH Bepp Gosblrie He OyIeT MPOCUTh PYKU 3TOU OEBUIIL, BEPHO?

Yepes HeCKOJIBKO MIHOBEHUH UMIIEPaTOp 00HAPYKUJI, YTO OH IMPOCTO CIUIIKOM MHOTO gyMai 06
3TOM.

L3511 JIu cHOBA yNBIOHYJICS, T1a3a 3a01ecTeNu B IPeABKYLIIeHUU. Benukuil resepasn OTKPEITO
CMOTpeJ Ha Hero cOOKY, HO OH He 00paTwul Ha Hero BHUMaHUs.

[Tocne mpuBeTCTBUS OH OTKPHLUI POT. "Ballle BeryecTBO, 3TOT IPUHI] B BOCXUILIEHUHU OT Balllero
6onbioro cepamna”. OH cOoenan may3y, Ha KpaTKUM MUT BCTPETHUBIIKUCH B3TJISIAOM C UMIIEPATOPOM, a
3aTeM OIIYCTHUJI €T0 B IOJI: "ITOT IPUHI] HaJleeTCs Ha Ballle BEJTUKOAYIIHUeE... B TPeOyeT BEPHYTh
CTaTyC ¥ BCe, YTO NOJIZKHO IIpHHA/JIexkaTh ObIBILIE TEPBOM rocmoxke ceMby L[3gH .

OT ero croB GOJBIIMHCTBO IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIKX B 3ajle U3YMJIEHHO YCTABUIIMCh HA HETO. [Ipyrue Kadaau
TOJI0BAMH, HO B WX TJla3aX ¥ BEIPAXKEHUH JIMIIA TIJISICANTd CMEIIUHKY. Benmukuii reHepa xe, Kak
00BIYHO, CBEpKAJI TTa3aMu. MiMIepaTop Mo4yBCTBOBaJ 06IeTYeHre OT TOTO, YTO eMy He MPHIIIOCH
o6eIaTs 3TOMY 4elI0BeKy OpadHbIi yKa3, HO Ha Cepflle Y Hero Bce PaBHO OBLIO TSIKeEJIO.

OSTOT ropfblii €ro CTOPOHHUK BeJl BOMHHEI U OfjepKajl OTPOMHYI0 T00eqy [Jisg CBOEM MMIIEPUH TOJIBKO
[I7Is1 TOTO, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTDH CTATYC CBOEH JIIOOOBHUIIE B KaYeCTBE NOYePU BEJIUKOT0 reHepasna’?
OH cHOBa IOKayaJl rojioBol u norep 106. [ToueMy 3TOT MOJIOIOH YeIoBeK OB TaK TIIyI?

"Bairre BenuuecTBo", - mpomonxkai o0bsacHaTh LI3sH JIu. "T'om Hasam yxke OBII0 JOKA3aHO, YTO OHA
HEeBUHOBHA. [IpyyuHa, 10 KOTOPOU OHa Oblyla OTpeueHa, O0JIbIlle He aKTyallbHA. Buepa 3TOT IpUHIL
IIBITAJICSI TIOTOBOPUTDL 00 3TOM C BEJTUKUM reHepasioM. OgHaKO BeIUKHH TeHepasl He 3aX0Tell
BBICITyIIaTh MO0 ITpockOy. [ToaToMy g MOTy 00paTUTLCS TONBKO K Bamremy BenudecTBy".

['ma3a BeUKOT0 reHepasla BEIIYYUINCh, KOTHAa OH YCIIBIIIA CJI0Ba MpHuHIla. 'OH CXKer MOH oM, a
Telepb KieBelleT Ha MeHs Ero BemuyecTBy? Hackonmbko 6€CCTHIIHBIM MOXKET OBITH 9TOT ITPOKJISITHINA
yOITI0mOK?

"Benukuii reHepar, TO, YTO OH CKa3aJl, IpaBpaa’?

L1351 K3 nogaBui1 OroHb B CBOEM cepalle U ronose. OH IOCHIEIIHO OyCTUTICS Ha OGHO KOJIEHO U
3akpuyal: "Bame BennuecTBo, 3TOro reHepana okjieBetanu". MyxXuyvHa CpefHUX JIeT HeHaBULell,
YTO HEe MOXKEeT paccKa3aTb 0 TOM, YTO CIIy4YUJIOCh C €r0 Pe3ufieHIel, I0OTOMY YTO 3HaJl, YTO ero
OyoyT BEICMEUBATD M3-3a BTOPOM XKEHHI.

CzkaB pYKH B KyJlaK, OH CKa3al: "OTOMy YHHOBHUKY He yIaroCh BYepa IIOrOBOPUTH C ETo
BricoyectBoM YaHbr BaHOM, ¥ OH BCTPETUI TOIBKO Ipeabinyiiyo Ysus Ban ®au, Jlegu JIy".

'OnsTh BTATUBAET B HAIIX ITPo0IeMbl Moo 6e3nyMHYI0 MaTh?' ['na3a LI3siH JIu noteMHuenu. OgHAKO
3TO Cpasy XKe UCYe3J10, Korjaa oH oTBeTus: "Eciu 9TOT npuHI He Bumes TeOs BYepa, OTKy[a MHe
3HATh, UTO pa3rHeBaHHas myma Jlegu KO mociana MOTHUIO, YTOOB! Pa3pyIIUTh TBOM HBHIHEITHUN
mom?"

"XMMM?"

[Ipyrue MUHUCTPHL U JaXKe CTapblii UMIIEPAaTOp HaXMyPUJIACH, YCIIbIIIaB OTBET MOJIOAOT0 YeJI0BeKa.
Ysub BaH ObIJT HACTOJILKO MMPOTUB BEIMKOT0 reHepasa? Pa3Be oH He 3HAJ, YTO YIIOMUHATL UMS TOTO,
KTO YK€ yMep, 0O4eHb HeYyBaKUTEJIbHO?



351 Ko sipocTHO cKalan: "UaHb BaH, Ha 3TOT pa3 Thl JeMCTBUTENBHO IIePETHY nanky! 4 eie He
noTpe6oBaJl KOMIIEHCAIMY U 00BbSICHEHUH 3a TO, YTO THI BUepa CHesajl C MOMM IOMOM, a THI yKe
noOaBJIsielnh elfe OOuH rpex B CIKcoK? A Trl xopour! Xoporro!"

"Hy, crmacu6o." LI3sH JIu paccMesinics, He CMYINasCh capKa3Ma U SIpoCTu cobecemuuka. "Tak Temeps,
KOT[la THl YIIOMSHYJI, YTO S YTO-TO CHeJiajl C TBOUM OOMOM, IIOYEMY THI O CHUX IIOP OTPHULAEIIb, YTO
pa3roBapuBal co MHOU BYepa?"

MUHUCTPHL: ... [ToMoruTe, MbI 3aIlyTaIuCh.
Cucrema: J, s ToXKe 3amyTanach.
HMnepaTop THEBHO PABKHYI: "Benukuii reHepas. UYsus Bas. [IpekpaTtute ato!"

W3-3a 3TOr0 NI€OsIHOTO KpPpHKa ¥ OCO3HAaHHUSA TOT'O, YTO OHH OKa3aJINCh HE B TOM MeCTe, rmje Hy2KHO
OBLITO CIIOPUTH, IBOE€ BPEMEHHO 3aMOJIYalln.

Cka3zaB M3BHHEHUA Ilepeq uMnepaTopoM BmecTe ¢ LI3su K9, [[35H JIu moxan niedamMy U CIIPOCUIT:
"HUtak, Bame BenuuecTBo, 0 Moeii Harpage...".

'9T0 OECCTHIACTBO... {1 He moJKeH ObUI IpefsiaraTh Harpagy 3TOMY IPOKIATOMY AypaKy'. momyMarl
MMIIepaTop, Kopyack OT T0JI0BHOM 601u. OH IPOUTHOPHPOBAJl BCTPEBOKEHHOT0 BEJIMKOT0 TeHepara,
KOTOPBIY IIPOAOJIXKaI B3bBaTh "Baie BenuuyecTso!", 1 MaxHyI PYKOU.

Korpma KoponeBCKuY MUCel Haval IIOMoTaTh U3MyuyeHHOMY ChiHy Heba nucaTh ykas, LI3sH JIu ogapun
OyiHOTO MeaBes PsIoM ¢ co00i mpas3Hsilel yIrO0KO0M, KOTopas, Ka3anoch, roBopuia: "Xe-xe. Hy u
YTO C TOTO, UYTO 51 Ipe3peHHb? Pa3Be B KOHIIE KOHI[OB S HE MOJIy4YUII TO, YTO XOTen?".

TonbpKo 4TO OH Benl cebs Tak MO-IeTCKU U Hepa3yMHO, HO eMy OBIJIO BCe PABHO, ¥ OH He IIBITAJICS
CKPHITh, KaK OH paf] 3TOM MaJeHbKOH modeme. BaxkHo OBIJIO TOTBKO OMHO - YTOORI 37I0[eKa HaKOHeIl-
TO OBIJIa BOCCTAHOBJIEHA B IIPpaBax apUCTOKPATUYECKOH JIeIu.

Kpome TOTo0, OH yCIIEIIHO Pa303JIXiI CBOEro Bpara. M, BO3MOKHO, COKPATHII CPOK €ro XKHU3HHU Ha
HECKOJIBKO 4acoB.
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