"9TOT mapeHb [OIXKEH YTO-TO 3HaTh, BEPHO?" 3afmarcs BonpocoM Yxkao do.

OH cHOBa TIOTBITAJICS MaHUIIYIUPOBATD IIIECTHIM YYBCTBOM U, HaKOHell, fobuncs ycmexa. [IoIpoCToK,
a TouHee, Kopons CMepTH, OOHA IoJIoBy. Ha ero nuie mosiBUIOCh IPUSATHO-IIOKOPHOE BhHIpaXkeHue,
Korfia oH cripocuni: "Uewm s Mory Tebe momoun?".

"He mornu OBl BB pacCKa3aTh MHE, YTO 30eCh TPOUCX0omuT?" mpobopmoTan Ykao H0 momyoTKPHITEHIMU
rybGamu.

B rnazax Koponsg CMepTu MenbKHYJIa BCIBIIIKA. B €ro rojgoBe mpoMesibKHYJIa CTPpaHHAas MBICTIb:
"TloueMy 5 AOJIXKEH YTO-TO PacCKa3blBaTh 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY?".

9to GblIa ero paluoHanbHas 9acTh. K coxkayeHuio, JIOTHKa U Pa3yM pearupoBaly MeJIeHHee, Y4eM
MHTYUIMS IECTOTO YyBCTBa. [Ipex/e 4eM OH yCIesl 0CO3HATh IPOUCXONSIIee, TpaBa yKe Hadana
BELIETATh U3 €T0 YCT.

"M=I 3nech pagu Koponsg-kora 3amaga. Mbl XOTUM UCIIOIL30BaTh €T0, YTOOB B3ATh IIOM KOHTPOJIb 3TY
TIOPbMY U 3aXBaTUTh HEKOTOPHIX aIllOCTOJIOB U CYIIEPKOTOB ISl CBOUX Llejied. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Hallla
KOHeYHas 1eJb..."

B 3TOT MOMEHT B €ero rja3ax BHe3allHO II0SIBUIach TBEPHOCTh. PallnoHaIbHOE YYBCTBO OO0
CIIeIIOM MHCTUHKT IPSIMO Mepen TeM, KaK OH PacKphlJI CBOM BeNMUYauIuii CeKpeT. Kak u paHblie,
KOTZla OH TIPeMJIOKUII PACcIyCTUTh Ivory u chirpaTh Maty King's Glory, BnusiHre 11eCcTOr0 4yBCTBa Ha
€ro NeruCTBUS OBIJI0 MUMOJIETHBEIM.

Korga Koposs CMepTu CHOBa B3TJITHYJ Ha YKao 510, BEIpaXKeHUe ero JIMIa MOJIHOCTHI0 H3MEHHUIIOCh.

"OH. ITO OH IHITaJICI 00MaHOM 3aCTaBUTh MEHS IIOTPATUTh AEHLI'U Ha 9Ty AYPaALKYIO UTPY. ITOT
YeI0BeK... OH MOXKET BIUSATh HAa MOU SMOIMU U TUYHOCTH? 10 KpaitHel Mepe, OH He y3Hal MeHS U TO,
HACKOJILKO S CHUJIEH".

Tenepb OH cuuTan Ykao Ao cBouM CMEPTEJIbHBIM BParoM. OH pomxeH U30aBUTHCS OT HET'0 KaK
MOZKHO 6bICTpee. CynepCI/ma 9TOT0 HE3HAKOMIlA BIIOJIHE MOTJIa CTaTh €T0 aXUJIJIECOBOX IaToi. OT
OJTHOM MBICTIH 00 3TOM Y HETO 3allleBEeJINJINCh BOJIOCKU Ha 3aThIJIKE.

[[TkBam MBICTIE} IPOHECCS TI0 CHHATICAM ero MO3Ta BCEro 3a OfgHy cekyHmy. OH cesan JUIlb
HeOOJIbIIYI0 NTay3y, IPexkie YeM CHOBA 3arOBOPHUTE.

Hamra koHe4YHas 11e7b - B3SATh IO IIOJIHBEIM KOHTPONIL Kopons 3amana, 3a6paTh ¢ co00i 60j1ee 1eHHBIX
CYTIEPKOTOB ¥ aIllOCTOJIOB, @ 3aTEM O0CBOOOIUTH OCTAIbHEIX 3aK/TIOYEHHEBIX, YTOOBI OHU YCTPOUIIU
xaoc."

[Toxa Koponb CMepTH ToBOPHII 3TO YKao 0, OH TakKe Hayan o0IIAThCS C MapHOHETKAMU, KOTOPhHIE
HAXOOUJIUCE B TIOPbME.

"Buumanue BceM. CerofgHsIIHEE 3afjlaHie U3MEHUIIOCh. Teneps Bhl JOJIXKHEI IIpEeCciiefoBaTh OOHOTO
Yyeji0BeKa U TOJIBKO OJHOI0 YyejoBeKa. CXBaTUTE €ro, 3aTeM HaUUTe ero CyIepKoIlek..."

Yzkao fo He 3HAJ, YTO MPOUCXOAAT OypHbIe u3MeHeHuss. OH 3HA TOJIBKO, YTO €r0 MUCCHUS BCE ellle
He 3aBepIeHa, XOTS OH ¥ MOJIYYHII OTBET OT ITOJPOCTKA, CTOSIBIIIETO Tepel HUM. JTO MOOYIUIIO ero
3a7aTh OOJIBIIIE BOIIPOCOB O TEXHUUYECKHUX ACIeKTax KOHEYHOH I1eJId, HO 9TO He IIOMOTIJIO.



"Xm? 910 cTpaHHO. Heyxkenu s 4To-TO ynyctun?" Yxkao fJo 3agymarcs, elle pa3 llepedyuTan 1elb
cBoelt muccun: "HyxHo 11 MHe cobpaTh WH(GOPMAIIMIO OT CYIIEPKOTOB, a 3aTeM 0OBeTUHUTH ee C TeM,
4YTO 5 3Ha cerdac?".

OH ykpafikou B3IJIAHYII Ha IIOAPOCTKA, & 3aTeM HaHeC eMy yhap Kapare I10 Iee. Manpyuk
MTHOBEHHO PYXHYJI Ha 3eMJII0, U YKao 0 moTalus ero B Ipyroy KoHel IIpoxoza.

Tem BpemeneM Kopons CMepT# 0TYasTHHO IBITAJICS COOPATh BCeX CBOMX JTIOMIeH, HAXOMUBIIHUXCS B
TiopbMe. OHU [OMKHBI ObITA OBICTPO HAHECTH YOap U CXBAaTHUTDb €T0 Bpara, 9TOro 4YejoBeKa C
HelpuMeYaTeIbHOM BHEITHOCTHI0. 3aTeM OHU [IOKHbI OBIJTA BHITSHYTH U3 HETO UHGOPMAIIUIO O
MEeCTOHaX0XKIEeHUHU eT0 KOIIEeK.

"¢l He MOTY IPOTHUBOCTOSTH €My caM. Ero BacTh CIMIIKOM CHJIbHA Hafo MHOU. Bor 3HaeT, 4To s Mory
CHenaTh, eC/I¥ OH CHOBa KakKuM-T0 00pa3oM MOBIHUSET Ha MeHd. 1 C comporaHueM AyMalo o
IIOCJIEICTBUSAX, KOTOPHIE 3TO MOXKET UMETh AJist ABOPU. Mou anoCTOJIBl JOJIXKHEL OyAyT pa3obpaThCs
C HUM BMeCTO MeHs.

Batuep MOXKeT 3aHSTHCS MOUMKOM cOexkaBIuX. Bce ocTanbHOe momoxkaeT. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO
celyac BaXHO, 3TO ITIOMMaTh 3TOT0 YeJloBeKa. MHe BCe PaBHO, ECIIM 3TO IIOCTABUT IIOA YTPO3Y HAIIY
MUCCHIO B TIOPbMeE".

Kopons CMepTH MOeIuiIcss CBOMMU MBICISIMH CO CBOMMH JIIOObMU. BCKOpe OHU YXBATHUJIUCD 3@ ITH
MBICJIA TaK KPEIKO, KaK OyATO OHU OBITM UX COOCTBEHHBIMH.

OHu GBICTPO cOOpaNCh B CTAl0.

Ax KoOHT 4 ero gy ToXKe MOTy4YusId ¥ YCBOUIIM 3TH IIpuKa3bl. OHU Ccpa3y kKe IpeKpaTUuiiu
npecienoBanrie YepHoi [TaHTepH ¥ HAIPaBUIMCh Ha3a[l, YTOO MPUCOETUHUTHCS K Tojme. Cpenu
HUX OBITU TOJIBKO QIlOCTOJIBI, HO HU OJHOM CynepKOoImKy. KomKky ObUIN CIUIIKOM IeHHBl. OHU HUKaK
He MOTJIM IIPUHSATH HEITOCPENCTBEHHOEe y4acTue B 0010.

A KoHT MOT IIOCNyIIHO CIe00BaTh UHCTPYKLIKSIM, HO 3TO He 03HAYaJIo, YTO Y Hero He OBIJIO BOIIPOCOB.
"Uto npoucxomut? IloueMy Bcex MOOUIU30BaIH I 9TOT0?" - CIIPOCUII OH.
"He 3Hato. [Toxoxke, MBI BCe JOIKHBI IOMMaTh KaKOT0-TO ITapHT".

B 3TOT MOMEHT 13 TEMHOTHI IPOX0fa IIOCTETIEHHO MOSIBUNIMCEH TPX BO3BHIIIAONUINECS GUTYPHL. ITO
obut Msicauk, Yemnuon u Tank-Tom u3 O6iiectBa MycKynoB. OHE Kpenko maepxkanu Csio MuHa, a
takxke YepHyio [laHTepy u ero cymepkoTa. YepHas [TaHTepa MOTJia TEJIETIOPTUPOBATLCS, HO OBIIO
SICHO, YTO €ro criocoOHOCTh OecIioie3Ha IPOTUB MacTepcTBa MsiCHUKA U ero niofed. OH efiBa ycIien
cpearupoBaTh, KaK OHU OBLIM CXBaY€HHI ODHUM MaxoM.

Ha nuuax Ax KoHra u oCTaibHBIX MY2KYWH CUSJIO BOCXUILEHUE.
"910 baTt4yep u ero mapHU MouManu ux?"
"9TH Tpoe rees - HEYTO 0COOEHHOE, He TakK u?"

"Ecnu OBl 3TH MHCTPYKIMHM UCXOOUIIHA OT KOro-HuOymb emle, Kpome Koposnst CMepTH, oHM OBl HU 3@ 4YTO
He IIOCIyIIaIuCh".

BaTtyep 6pocun AByX MyXKUYWH 4 KOTa Ha I10JI.



"OcraBaiiTech 3nech. He mBurantech. ECiu BEl OBUHETECH, S CJIOMai0 BaM BCEM Iieu", - IPUTPO3UIT OH.

Yepuasd [laHTepa, ero cymnepkoT u Cso MuH ogHOBpeMeHHO 3afbixanuck. OHU Opocunu gpyr Ha
Opyra UCIyraHHEIE B3TJIAOEL.

3aTeM MsicHUK oOpaTuicsa K Ax KoHTY 4 ocTanbHBEIM MyzK4uHaM: "MTak, 94To 30eCh IIPOUCXOAUT?".

A KoHT ObIJT eAMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO OBUI JOCTATOYHO MY2KE€CTBEHHBIM, YTOOBI OTBETUTE 3TOMY
rpoMasHoMy 4esnoBeKy. OH cka3ain batdepy: "AmocTony ymanoch IPOHUKHYTh BHYTPh. HaM HyXHa
Ballla IIOMOIIL, YTOOHI IIOMMATh €ro”.

Ou nopHAn cMapThoH B pyKe U mpopomkui: "bor HabmogaeT 3a HaMU 4epe3 BUeoYaT, II0Ka MBI
pasroBapuBaeM. OH X04eT, YTOOBI MBI XKIAJTU IIPSMO 30ECh.

B m000% MOMEHT [OJIZKEH IIOSIBUTHLCS alloCTOJL...".
A KoHT yKa3ar majblleM Ha 0TBEPCTHE IIPOX0oaa, KOTOPHEIYM HaXOOUJICSd Ha HeOOIbIIOM PaCCTOSHUMN.
"BoH Tam."

"AnocTton?" MsicHUK HacMexasicsi: "MuI Bce coOpaIuch 371eCh TOIBKO Pafiy OJHOI0 amocTona? I'me
Kopons CmepTtu? OH BCe ellle IPSYETCs, IT0Ka MBI BCce 30eCh?"

Ynennl CIOHOBO#M KOCTH, COOpABIIKECS BOKPYT, B3APOTHYJIU OT ero nep3Kux cjoB. Ha ux muiax ObII0
HaIlMCaHO HeI0BOILCTBO, 0COOEHHO Ha JIUIAaX TPEX all0CTOJIOB CAMOT'0 BEICOKOTO PaHTa.

OHu BHIIIIK U TPUOIU3UIUCE K BaTuepy.

B ornuyme oT ocTanbHLIX, Ha HUX He OBII0 (GOPMBI TIOPEMHOI'0 OXpPaHHKMKA. BMecTo 3TOro oHu ObITH
ofeTH HeOPeKHO. Y MyKUMHEI, BO3TJIAB/ISABILIETO TPOULY, OB (HHUOTIETOBEIE BOJIOCH. OCTanbHEE
[IBOE TOXKe ITOKPACHIM BOJIOCH. Y OTHOTO BOJIOCH OBLIM PHIXKHE, a ¥ APYTOT0 - XKEJITHIE.

®10IeTOBOBOJIOCHIM MyKUKMHA 3ar0BOPUII TepBHIM: "[10X0xKe, TH BCe ellle He 3Haelllb CBOEr0 MeCTa,
MsiCHUK. ITO BCETO JIUIIL OfUH arnocToll. Komanga ®maia MoxeT pa300paThCs C 9TUM caMa. A THI
MOXKEIh OTBAJIUTh. Y HAaC B ABOPH HET HEJOCTAaTKa B allOCTOIax Bpofae Tebs".

BaTuyep OKMHYJ B3r/IA0M TPEX allOCTOJIOB, CTOAIINX Nepe HUM. ETo ryOnl MCKPUBUIIUCD B JKECTOKOMN
YXMBIJIKE.

"WUupuro, - 00paTUics OH K GHOIETOBOIOCOMY MyXKUUHe, - ecny Obl He Koponb CMepTH, T OBLI OB
MepTB IIpSIMO ceryac".

MyK4uHE CMOTPENH OPYT Ha Opyra C TaKOM HEHaBUCTHIO, UTO 3TO OBLIO ITOYTH 0CS3aEMO.
OcramnbHbIe allOCTOJIEL YYBCTBOBAJIM HaNpsSIKeHUe, HO He 3HaJIK, YTO C 9TUM JIeJiaTh.

Tpuo Unpauro nprucoenuHUnocs K AuiBopH, korga Koponbs CMepTu cesisn Xxaoc Ha 1ore. Tpoe MyXX4uH
3HaJIU [IPYT ApYTa ellle 40 TOTO, KaK CTaji YacCThio opranu3auuu. OHu ObUIM M3BECTHH Kak KomaHma
®amra v OBITM TOBOJILHO CUJIBHEL. OaKTUYECKHU, OHU OBUIM OMHUMU M3 CAMBIX IPO3HBIX allOCTOJIOB B
AuBopu.

Tpuo BaTyepa He HYXkKOaI0Ch B IpeAcTaBieHuu. [laxe 6e3 MOMOIIK CYyIepPKOTa OHU OBITH
IOCTATOYHO CUJIbHEI PU3MUECKH, YTOOH IPENCTABISATh PeasibHyo0 yrpo3y mist Komaumsl ®naima.

Hu oguH U3 HUX HE MOT TepIeTh JPyroro.



9TO BHITEKAJIO U3 COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HBIX 00CTOATENBCTB, KOTOPHIE 3aCTaBUIIK UX IIPHCOEIUHUTHCS K
AiiBopH.

Tpuo Uupuro mo6poBOIbHO BCTYIIUIIO B TPYIIY, IIOTOMY YTO IIPU3HABAJIO €€ CUIIY ¥ BOCXHUIIIANIOCH €10,
a Tpuo baTuyepa OBIIO BEIHYXKIEHO BCTYIIUTh B Hee 1o mpuka3y Kopomns CMepty.

My}K‘-II/IHBI He yBaXaJli OPYyTI OPyIra U HUKOI'Md HE BCTPEYAJIUCh B3TIAO0aMHU. H3-3a 3T0TO MEeXIOYy HUMHN
OBLIIO HEMAJIO CTHIYEK, IIPHUYEM 110 CaAMBIM HE3HAYUTEJIbHEIM IIOBOOAM.

Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTla OHH COOMPAIKCh BCTYIIUThL B 0YEPEOHYIO IpaKy, baTuep moBepHyn
TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY OTKPBIBIIET0Cs Ipoxofa. OH riy60oKo HaxMypH OpOBH.

"YT0-T0... 4TO-TO IpUOIUKAEeTCI?"
OH OBITT YBEPEH B 9TOM, HO He BHEJ TaM a0COII0OTHO HUYEro.

B ymax y Hero fpoxaso. 3aTeM OH ITOHI0Xasl Bo3ayX. OH He MOT Pa3Nu4YuTh HUKaKUX 3BYKOB UJTU
3araxoB. OgHAKO OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO IpubnmKaeTcs K HUM. OH IO0YyBCTBOBAJ KAKOK-TO
3BYKOBOM MMITYJIbC, KOTOPHIY ObLI EMY [0 XKYTH 3HAKOM.

B ogHO MrHOBeHMeE I[BET KcYe3 ¢ jaulla baTyepa.

"Otctynaem!" - KDUKHYI OH, - "Bce BB, OTCTynaTe HeMenJIeHHO!".
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