"Ero 0CTaHOBMIIH... BO3MOXKHO, faxke CHsiu". [IeByIIKa He MOTJIa YHSITh JPOXb B PyKaX, KPEIKo
cxuMas TenedoH. CioBa IOOBOOUIM €€, KOTTa OHa mpoOopMoTana: "OTOT mapeHs... KaxeTrcs, oH
nobenun JIun Yena".

"Celiyac He BpeMs [Ji TBOUX IJIyNBIX WIyTOK! CKaXu MHe, 4TO CIIy4usiocs? Ju! Ju!"

KpuKu ¥ BOTISIM TIPOOJIKAJIU IUTHCS U3 TenedoHa, HO JEeBYIIKa yKe COBEPIIEHHO He oOpaliaia Ha
HuX BHUMaHUs. OHa ObllIa 3aBOPOKEHA CHUJION 3TOTO 3aTrafJoYHOro 6e3r0I0BOTO BOMHA ¥ BCE eIle
OTIPAaBIISIIACh OT IEPBOHAYAJIBHOTO IIOKA.

TouHo Tak ke rina3a CoHu OBITM MPUKOBAHEI K 3TOMY 3arafloyHOMY ITepcoHaxy. Ele MrHoBeHue
Ha3al OHa JyMaJia, YTO OHU 00a MOCTUTJIU IIOC/IeNHeN I'aBhl cBoel xKu3Hu. OMHAKO 9TOT AypakK, O
KOTOPOM OHa HMYero He fiymMaJja, Bce epeBepHYyI. iMeHHO Gnarofmapsi eMy OHa Bce elrle Oblia JK1Ba.

"OH OeUCTBUTENBHO... TaK cuiaeH?" COHS He MOT/Ia OTOPBATh I'Jla3 OT 3TOTO YEJIOBEKa.

Cnauasna JIu TSHb TOJIBKO ITOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, YTOOBI OLEHUTh PACCTOSTHUE MEXKMY HUM U OBYMS
HanafaBmuMu. OQHAKO BCe eTr0 BHUMaHUe ObUIO IPUKOBAHO K 3TOM HEJOYMEHHOU ClieHe, U OH Jaxe
He Mor 6osblire 6exkarTs.

"Kak 3T0 BooO11e BO3M0XKHO? Kak eMy ymanoch 3To npoBepHyTh? Kak oH mobemum?"

Ykao fo cMmor mobeguTh ABYX 60T0mOm00HBIX allOCTOJIOB, faXke He BCIoTeB. Te, KTo HAOIIOmaN 3a ero
IIOIBUTOM, JlaXKe IPeCcTaBUTh ce0e He MOTJIM, HACKOJIbKO cuneH Yxkao o Ha camoMm mene. OT OmHOU
MBICTTA 00 9TOM IT0 UX II03BOHOYHUKY ITpoOeranyu MypauIkiu.

Hakosers, JIu TssHb cMOT B34Th ce0s B PYKH ¥ YCUIIMEM BOJIM 3aCTaBUJI CBOU HOTH IIPOIOJIKUTh
6ercTBo. B royoBe 0H Kpuyas BO BeCh Iojioc: "4 moJiKeH OIOBECTUTh 00 3TOM BEICIIIEE PYKOBOACTBO!
4 HMKOrga He 0XKH[aJs, YTO B HallleM MUPEe CYIIECTBYeT TaKOU CUJIBHBIM alloCTOJI. MBI He MOXeM
TI03BOJIUTD cebe MPOBOIMPOBATH ero!"

Hpﬂ‘-IElCB 3a CTEHaMH 3JaHHud, MaCTeEP Mao u CBAIIEHHUK fH HAaKITOHUIIM T'OJI0BH OPYT K OpPyTy. B
ria3ax 000ux OBII OTTEHOK CTpaxa.

CasilieHHUK fH cXKan KyJlaKy, a 3aTeM UCIYCTHUI AONITUM B3[0X: "

AmocTOJI, KOTOPOTO MBI BCTPETUIIM paHee, yKe OblJI Ha TAKOM YPOBHE, 0 KOTOPOM $I MOT TOJIBKO
MeuTaTh. ETO orpoMHas cuja B COYeTaHUU C 00ronogo0HOM CKOPOCTHIO feflaii ero HermoOequMbIM.
OpmHako, 3TOT 6€3MO3IJIBIH TapeHsk..."

"OH He yenoBeK". MacTep Mao yIpy4eHHO MoKay4aJll ToJ0BoM: "IT0 00BICHSIET MOM YTPEHHUY ITPHIII.
910 OBII 3HAK. ITO CTPAIIHO, NEHCTBUTEIBHO CTPAIIHO. £ He MOTYy NPeCTaBUTh, YTO HAC XKOeT".

['yOnl cBsillleHHUKA fHa HaXMYPHUIIKCh, ¥ OH Tpo6opMoTan: "[IphIly, CKOpee BCETo, MOSBUTUCEH U3-3a
JKUPHOU IUIIY, KOTOPYIO THI 3allUXUBaellb B ropio. OH TyT HU [IPU 4eM".

Bce ero cHapsixkeHue U 060pyLOBaHKE UCUE3TI0 B BO3ayxe, JIuHb YeH, Ka3anock, He cobupacs
TIPOAOIKATh 3TOT OOH.

Ha camowm pene JIuab UYsHb yKe ycIen mompoboBaTh CUIY "0e3rojioBOro 4ejaoBeka" BO BpeMs
COpeBHOBaHUS KOpOJIs Komek. JInHs YsHb 3Hau, 4To YKao 70 crioco6eH YHUYTOKUTD €T0 TaM U
TOTTIa, ECIIA 3aX04eT.



C opyro# CTOPOHBI, €IMHCTBEHHOM MPUYUHOM, 110 KOTOPOU YkKao 10 0CTaHOBUJI CBOM HATUCK, OBLI
JIuab Ysub. YKao Ho mpocTo He MOT MOBEPUTH, UTO JIuHb U3Hb OyHeT OOGPOBOIBHO CIIYKUTh
Crapomy Koty, mazxe mocie TOro, Kak ero 06MaHOM 3aMaHUIM B 3TO 3a6bIToe 60TOM MECTO.

[Toatomy YUxkao do nepesen B3rnsam Ha Ctaporo Kota u yrounum: "Thl KOHTPOIHUPYeIb UX 000ux?".

Osns Man u Turp, crosiBumme psagoM co CtapeiM KoTom, 130 BCex CUJI CTapaluch n3beraTh B3TIAAa
Ykao do. 3a BpeMs npeObIBaHUSA 3[[€Ch OHU BCTPETUIIX MHOTO allOCTOJIOB. OTO ObIJI IEPBLIN pas,
KOT[Ja OHU BCTPETUJIX TAKOr'0 CUJIBHOT'O alloCToNa, Kak JIuHb YeH. OHU HUKOTa He OXKUIANIN, YTO
aIroCcTOJI TAKOT'0 YPOBHS OyZeT IMOKOPEH OOHUM YeJI0BEKOM.

Ha nutie Turpa oTpasuiics yxKac, a ero Tejio Jpoxkajo OT HeromoBaHus. Eciu Obl He MapIiuBhe
peleHusi, oH Ol y2Ke TIOKUHYJI 9TO MECTO U He CTOJIKHYJICS OBl JTUIIOM K JIMIY C 3TUM MOHCTPOM.
CnoBaMu He OIKCATh, KaK OH OBII PaCCTPOEH.

I HUX BCafHUK 0€e3 TOJIOBEI OBITT He XyKe [bsSBoa. X Tesa 3aCThlJId, KOTHA OHYU YCIIbIIIAINA 3TOT
y2KacCalIIui TOJI0C, 3By4aBIIHii B UX roToBaX. OT HAMPSKEHHOCTU CUTYALMX Ha I'a3a HaBEePHYIIUCH
CJIE3HI.

3pauku Ctaporo Kora cy3unuch, Korga oH nosicHui: "Kak 3To BooOIIe BO3MOXKHO? ¢ BCETro JIUIIh
OOBIYHBIM MaJIEeHbKUM KOT. ¢ TTOHSITUS He UMEI0, 0 YeM BHI TOBOPHUTE..." BoTHeHMe MIIsicao B ero
cephile, ¥ OH MPOMOIXKAl ChIMaTh CIOBaMU.

KouTpomnupys Jluns YeHna u ®eio [Iypnyproi Cabnu, Ctapeiit KoT Mor OBl yIIpaBiIATh BCEM
rpadcTBOM.

Ho gernoBek, roBopuBIIni ¢ HUM, OB cunbHEe ux ob6oux. Ecnu 661 Ctapseiit Kot cMmor
KOHTponupoBaTh UYxkao Ho, Ctapriit KoT Mor 65 CTaTh KOPOJIeM, IIPABSIIUM BCEH CTPAHOM.

Crapeiit KoT HUKOTIa He UCIBITEIBAJ CTPaxa, KOTHa CTATKWBAJICS C CUIIBHEIM ITPOTUBHUKOM.
HampoTuB, IPUCYTCTBHE TaKKUX allOCTOJIOB IIPUBOAKIIO €T0 B BocTOpr. OCOOEHHO 9TO Kacanoch Yxkao
fo. Bo3aMoxkHOCTD yripaBnsaTh Ykao o crana Ovl 719 HEro HECORITOYHOM MEYTOH.

[Tpu omHO#M MBICTIM 00 3TOM II0 €T0 TENy Pa3/lIuiIoCh TEIIOe YYBCTBO. JlaXke ero XBOCT Havdal
B030YXKIEHHO BU/ISTH CJIeBa HAIIPaBo. 3aTeM OH OTBETHII Ha B3TJIsAn UYKao 10 CBOMM CaMbIM
HEBUHHBIM B3TJIAA0M: "{ BCEro JIUIlb OUYepenHas Iellka B 3TOM OpraHu3anuu. ECTh HECKOIBKO
MOTYIIECTBEHHBIX M 3JIBIX JIIOJIe}, CKPHIBAIOLIUXCS B TE€HHM, KOTOPhle MaHUIYIUPYIOT II0ABMU. Bee, 4To
BBl BUJIEJIM CETOJHS, - IUILIb BepxyIlKa arcOepra”.

OueBunHo, CTaphiii KOT TPOCTO MEITANCS BHIUTPATh BPEMST [IJIs aKTUBAIIMU CBOEH CHUIIHL.

KakuMm-To o6pa3om, 6penau Ctaporo Kora cmornu o6ManyTh Ponu ITomu, u 0H BCKUHYT OpoBu: "UT0?
9T0 TONBKO Bepxylika alicoepra? TonbKo He TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO MBI KaKMM-TO 00pa30M OKa3aJlucCh B
IIeHTpe KaTacTpodur?"

Yewm Gonbliile 0H gyMai 06 aToM, TeM Oonblie myrancs Pomu [Tonu: "9To 60pbba MeXkAy numepaMu
Haiuy, 6opb0a BHYTPH BEICIIETO Kjlacca. MBI KaKUM-TO 00pa30M 0Ka3a/luCh BTIHYTH B 3Ty OUTBY
BeKa M3-3a 3TOT0 TAUHCTBEHHOT'0 PaliOHa... B UX ria3ax Mbl IPOCTO MEIIKK, KOTOPHIX TOTOBAT K
JKePTBOIPUHOIIEHN0. UTO MBI JOJIXKHE feNaTh? Yxkao Ho, 4To HaM menaTs?"

Haxe Ctapeiii KoT Obl1 yAUBIEH IpeyBeNUUYeHHbIMU yTBepXKaeHuaMu Ponu Ilonu u mogymart:
"Heyxenu g 0elCTBUTEILHO TaK MHOTO ceruvac ckasan?".



Onu3abeT 3aKaTHIIa I'/1a3a, a 3aTeM XJIONHYMa jano o nuity Pomu [Tonu: "Y6monok. Kakoit cMbICT
TaK MHOTO €CTb, €CITH Thl TaKOU Tymnou? Pa3Be He 0YEBUAHO, YTO KOT JIKeT? OH MPOCTO TIYIIBIN
MOIIIEHHUK, KOTOPHIM X04eT HaAyTh Hallld JEeHbIU".

"Kto aTo rosoput?" npopeidan Crapeiii KoT, ero ria3a MeTaauch U3 OGHOTO yriia B opyrou. Ox
TIOJ03PUTENILHO yCTaBUICS Ha Yxkao f0, a 3aTeM mpourenTtast mpo ceds: "TloyeMy s yCbIIIan
JKEHCKUU ronoc?".

9nu3abeT He oOpaTuIa BHUMaHUS Ha €ro peIK U mpopomkumia: "Uxkao do, He crmymaik ero. Mul
MOK€eM IIPOCTO CBSI3aTh €T0, Ipexk[e YeM [OoIpaIlnBaTh 0 MECTOHAX0XKIEHUN BCex meHer". dnu3aber
TaK pa3BOJIHOBAJIACh, UTO y2Ke BHICYHYJIa IlIel0 U3 KPOIIeYyHoii 1[e/id B Kolllauhel CyMKe, 1 00a ee
rnasa 37100H0 yctaBunuch Ha Ctaporo Kora.

"MEI BEIXKMEM U3 HEro BCe [0 IIOCJIeNHEero qojlapa U IieHTa, YTO y Hero ecTs!”

Ykao fo UMb YCMEeXHYJICS B OTBET, KOTHa CJioBa Ju3abeT Mpo3Bydalu B €ro rojoBe. B ero rimasax
BCIIBIXHYJI KPAaCHBIY CBeT. MrHOBeHHO CTaphiii KOT OTepsiyi KOHTPO/Ib Hafl CBOUM TEJIOM B IIOJIb3Y
Yxao fo.

"BepHU BCe CBOU CUJIBI U CTIoCOOHOCTH!"
"Y6paTh ahpekTH TBOUX criocoOHOCTEH!"

[Tocne aTux AByx ykalaHuit cuna Ctaporo Korta Ovlia OKOHYATEIBHO CHSITA C ABYX alocTosnoB. OHU
HAKOHEII-TO CMOTIJIM YCJIbIIIATh CBOM COOCTBEHHEIE MBICTIM ¥ IIOYYBCTBOBAJIY, KaK C UX TeJl CHUMAeTCs
TsKeJbli Tpy3. CTpaHHBIE MBICTIY, 3alep2KUBABIINECS B UX CO3HAHUM, TaKXKe UCYEe3JIH.

Jlunio Craporo Kora crano eime 6osblire nckaxatbcs. OH Tak XOTeJ OTKPHITh POT, HO 3TO OBIIIO
6ecmone3no. Cuna Snu3abet O6bl1a 0c06eHHO cunbHa MpoTuB Ctaporo KoTa, KOTOPHIN HMen
CKJIOHHOCTB IeMCTBOBATh TaK, KaK CUMTAJ HYKHBIM.

OT0 OBINI IEPBHIY pa3, KOIfa OH JAeUCTBUTEIbHO UCIEITAT OTYasiHUEe 3a BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb.
"Kak 3T0 MOro cny4duThcsa? Heyxemnu ero cuna KOHTPOJISL CUIbHEe Moen?"

®es OuomnertoBor Cabnu OblyIa TaK CYACTIINBA, YTO HAKOHEI-TO BOCCTAHOBMUIa KOHTPOJb Haf, CBOUM
tesioM. OH TyT Ke PyXHYJI Ha KOJIeHU U 6e3XKal0CTHO NOKIoHMICSA Yxkao Ho: "Cnacubo 3a noMoms.
BUIle-IIpe3uAeHT KoMnaHuu [vory. Kak MHe K BaM oOpammaTscs?”

JIvep Y9Hb HAKOHEI-TO CMOT B3[IOXHYTh ¢ o0neryerreM. OH IOCMOTPE B CTOPOHY 0e3Tr0I0BOT0
BCa[IHUKa ¥ BOCKIUKHY: "Cracru00, 6€3roioBLIH... BOUH, €CJii OBl He Thl, MBI ObI ITOrU0OIM B pyKax
9TOW TIyIoM KOIKHU. B moboM criydae, He MO3BOJISAHM 9TOM TTYMOM KOIIKE TOBOPUTDL. XOTS s HE COBCEM
YBEPEH B MeXaHU3Me ero NeHCTBUS, 9TOT IIapeHsb, I0xX0xke, 001agaeT CIIOCOOHOCThIO YIIPABIISITh
IIOBeJleHVeM APYIUX JII0Ie yepe3 CBOU CjioBa."

Comns cpa3y ke Opocusack Buepeq K Yxkao Ho. Kazanocs, ee 4To-T0 6ECIIOKOUT.

"9T0 6ecrmokouT". Yxkao Fo pa3mpaxkeHHO CKPUBUI I'yOLL. Y HEero He OBIZI0 HACTPOEHUS
pasroBapuBaTh C KeM-TH00, Be[Ib €0 XKOa/Td Ky4Yrd OYKOB OIIBITA.

HOSTOMY Yxkao Ao IIPOCTO IIEJIKHYII ITaJIbIIlaMU U JIMIIXII BCEX IIATH 9YBCTB, d UX 0e3XK13HEHHBIe
TeJla PYXHYJIX Ha XOJIODHYIO TBEPAOYIO 3EMIIIO.



Ha ero nurie nosiBunach ynel0Ka, OH IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MOpe JTIofel, nexanmx 6e3 Co3HaHUs Ha 0Ty, U
npo6opmoTas: "Muccus BEIIONHEHA".

C IIOMOIIIBIO OTKIJIOHAIIIETO II0JIA OH Ha4aJl BEBIBO3UTH BCEX 3THUX HI-OJIGI:I W3 JEPEBHU. OH He MoOT He
IIPBITATh OT PAAOCTH, KOIr'Da 3aMeTHJI, KaK CTPEMHUTEJIBHO PACTYT €TI0 OYKHU OIIbITA.
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