AHXenuKa jexasa B I0CTeNIN, Bopodasch ¢ 60Ky Ha 00K. OHa He MOTJjia IOBEPUTH B TO, YTO TOJIHKO
YTO IIPOMU301II0. BO3MOKHO, OHa HUKOTIa He Bepuiia, YTO OH COTJIaCUTCS XKEHUThCS Ha HEW, I09TOMY
u Oblya Tak ImokupoBaHa. O, 6oxke! OH cOTyIacuUICs XKEHUTHCS Ha Hew!

[Tanuka octaBuna ero. [Touemy? Uto 310 3Hauuso? Kakas Obiia s Hero nonb3a? Hy u 4to ei
Terneps menaTth? YTo mpousoimeT ceivac? YcrnokouB cebs rTy060KUM BIOXOM, OHA 3aKphijla I'a3a.
970 OBIJIO TO, UET0 OHa X0Tesla, Tak IoYeMy XkKe OHa IaHuKoBana? OHa OBEpHYJIach B IIOCTENU U
CBEPHYJACh Kala4uKOM II0] OfIESTIOM.

Ecnu OBl OHa cTasa XXKeHou jopaa PaiiBeHa, Kak Ol ee Ha3bBanIu? Y Hero He ObII0 haMUInuM, Tak
OymeT ¥ OHa Ha3bIBaThCS ey PariBeH? OHa ycMeXxHyack. 9TO 3By4asno abCypAaHO, HO el 3TO
HpaBunock. Mimest uMs PaiiBeH, OHa, HAKOHEL, CMOXKEeT YUTH U BHIMTHU Ha yIUIly, He 0lacasch, 4TO
JIIOMY TIPUYHUHSAT e 0071b umu OymyT mpeciiemoBath ee. KTo ocMenuTcs? Bymydu ero cinyKaHKOH, OHa
He uMesia OBl TaKOW CBOOOEL.

TeMm He MeHee, 110 KaKO#-TO CTPAHHOU MPUYMHE MBICITh O TOM, YTOORI CTATh €0 JXKEeHOM, 3aCTaBuIa B
T'PYOU BOPOXHYTHCSI UYYBCTBY BUHEL. BceM 6Garam, KOTOphle IPUAYT C BHIXOOOM 3a HETO 3aMyX, OHA
pamoBaThcs He Morya. Ecny oHa BEIMIET 3a HETO 3aMyXK, OHa CTAHeT 00Jbllle, YeM ITPOCTUTYTKOM.
9TO MOBBICUIIO OBI €€ MOI0XKeHUe, ¥ JTIOSIM IIPUIIIOCH OB OTHOCUTHLCS K HeM Kak K JIeu.

Ecnu GOvl He nopp PaiiBeH, Bce O6b110 OB HA060pOT. Jltomu OyAyT XKajleTh ero U CMesAThCS Haf HUM. Bce
13-3a Hee. AHXeJ/IMKa CXKaja PyKH B KyJlaky, fymas 06 atoM. OH [OJIXKeH IIOHUMATh 3TO, TakK [104eMy
JKe COTJIacuJICs XKEeHUThCS Ha Hel? Ei MpUOeTcs CIpOoCUTh ero 00 UCTUHHOM IIPUYHUHE.

3aTeM OHa moayMasa o Yunbsime. ITOT Opak Obl1 OB Xopotll fi7ig ee 6pata. MOHCTpP, 0 KOTOPOM OH
TOBOPUJI, TOIKEeH ObIJT OBITH TOpAOM P3liBEHOM, eClii 9TO IIpoucxonuio. Ho modyemy oH Ha3Basl ero
MOHCTpPOM? AHXKeJuKa IIPOoJoJXKaia JyMaTh MOYTH BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCSA HOYb. OHa IIpogoixKasa
MBICJIEHHO MPECTaBIIATL ce0sl 3aMyXKHeM XKeHITUHOM, ITPOBO/IST CBOM THU M HOYHU C JIOPIOM
PaiiBeHOM, 4TOOHI 3apaHee MPUBHIKHYTH K 3TOM upuee. Ho Ka3anoch, 4YTO OHa He MPUBHIKHET K 3TOMY
Tak 1erko. OgHa TOMbKO 3Ta MBICIIh BhI3Basa [IPOXKb B €e IT03BOHOUYHUKE U 3aCTaBuUjIa ee Cephlle
CHUJIbHO OUTHCS.

3acraBuB cels 3aCHYTh, OHa, HaKOHel], Tpeycrnena. Korga oHa mpocHynack, ObII0 elile TEMHO, HO KTO-
TO OB B ee KoMHaTe. OHa yBUMEIa TEHb BEICOKOTO YeJI0BeKa, MPUOIUKAIOUIET0CS K HEH.

- Jlopn PaiiBen?
Korpa oH BBILIENT U3 TEHH, OHA YBUOEIA, YTO 3TO AEMCTBUTEILHO OH. UTO OH 37€eCh Aesan?

- 41 He MoT 3aCHYTb. - OH TOBOPHJI CBOUM TEMHBIM I'0JIOCOM. - MOTy iU 5 CIIaTh PSIAOM C TOOOM?
['ma3a AHXKeNUKY pacClIUuPUIIACh, U OHA HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOpTrHyJa.

- He crecHsiiicst, - CKa3all OH, IIOTSHYBIIKUCH K ee Nully. ETo X0/IofHbIe TTalblbl OCTAaBUIIU CJIEN Tera
Ha ee IIeKe.

- MuI xxeHuMcsa. CKOpO ThI CTaHEeIlb MOeU XXeHOU. - Ero masbiipl MPOLIJIKCE 110 ee 11ee, TPy, a
3aTeM OH CXBATUII OfiesiyIo, KOTOPOe MOKPHIBaio ee. OH MOOHSJ €T0, U OHA ITOABUHYJIACh, YTOORI
0CBOOOOUTEH MECTO OJIS1 HETo, IpexXkyie 4eM OH JIET PSAAOM C Hel. AHXKeuKa MpuOnmu3unach K HeMy,
0oOHSIMTa ero 3a TaJKio U IMPUkKaJjachk K HeMy. 3aTEM OHa 3aKphija rjla3a. ITo OBIJIO TaK XOPOIIIO.

Korpma oHa cHOBa OTKpHIIa I'/la3a, OHa 0OHapyXkKuia, YTO KPemKo oOHUMaeT moayinky. CHavana oHa
pacTepsinack, a IOTOM IIOHSJIA, YTO i IPUCHUIICS COH O TOM, YTO OHA CITUT PSIIOM C JIOPAOM
PaiiBeHOM 1 06HUMaET ero... BMmecTo 9Toro oHa o6HUMasa nopyuky. [loTpsiceHHasi, OHa YyTh He



cOpocuia HA B YeM He IMTOBUHHYIO ITOAYIIKY C KPOBAaTH. 3aUeM el Takou coH? HeyxXenu oHa CoIlIa ¢
yMa?

Ona OBICTPO BCTasa C IMOCTENIH U TOIIIa TOCMOTPETh Ha cebs B 3epKaso. Eil HyxKHO OBIIIO IEPeoeTh
3TO TPSI3HOE IIJIaThe M PacyecaTh BOJIOCH. BaHHa Oniyia OB XOpoIel ugeel, HO y Hee He ObIIO APYToMn
ofexX[bl. BEIIAS 3 CBOeM KOMHATEHI, OHA IIOIIa Ha 3aJHUHN OBOP, YTOOL MPHUHECTH HEMHOT'O BOJIHI.
OHa yMblna pyKu, Horu u nu1i0. OHa IPOIoJIocKasa POT ¥ CMOYHIIa BOJIOCH, YTOOH pacyecaTh UxX
majabllaMU. 3aTEM OHa IIOIINIa TOTOBUTHL 3aBTPak. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO nopxa PaliBeH ckKa3arn ed He
3BaTh €r0, OHA BCe XKe pellnia IOCTaBUTh 3aBTPakK Ha CTOJI Ha CIydal, eciu OH mepengymaet. [Toka
OHa pa0oTasia, OHa CJIBIIIIAJIA eT0 CJI0BAa U3 CBOETO CHA.

«He crecHsaics... CKOPO TH CTaHEIIb MOEU XKEHOU...

Ero xena? Ona OyzmeT :keHoii toppa PaiiBena? OHa cTtaHeT xkeHol TemHoro Jlopma? Ee ceppnuie
3abuinock. Bce 6v110 OB XOpoOIII0. He Ob1710 HUKAKUX OCHOBAHUM [JIST TOT'O, YTOOBI OBITH TAKOM
pactepsHHOu... Hy 1 uT0? OHa maxe He 3Haja, 4epes 4To eu npupgeTcs npoutu. OHa [OoNIro cuaesna u
JK[aja ero 3a CTOJIOM, HO OH He MOSBUIICS. AHXKeIuKa [oejia OfHa, a 3aTeM IIOMbINa nocyny. Ecnu
OHa He MorJa youpaTth, TO YTO OHA [OJIKHa Oblna geyaTh cerlyac?

OHa myMmaria ot B 6u0IMOTEKY, HO ITOTOM IIOHSJIA, YTO OHA HAaXOAMTCS Ha ero CTOpPOHe 3aMKa. Ha
TO# CTOPOHE, KyZa e ObIJI0 3alpelleH0 XOAUTh. TO ObIJIO KeCTOKO. Eif Hy>KHO ObIJIO YUTATh. BEIIO
OBl IIyCTOM TPaToOM BpEMEHH, eClii OBl 3TU KHUTHU TOJIHKO coOupanu 0obIile neiid. OH He MOT TOYHO
3HaTh, TIe OHAa HaXOOUTCS. 3aMOK OBIJT OTPOMHBIM, ITIO3TOMY, BO3MOXKHO, OHa MOTJia Tpo0paThCs B
OubIMOTEKY U YUTATh B KAKOM-TO ITOTAHHOM yTiy. OCTOPOXKHO OTJISIIbIBAsICh, OHA HA LBIMOYKAX
mogxonuiia K 6ubnuoTeke, Kak Bop. Kak TOIBKO BOIIUTA, OHA OBICTPO CXBATHJIa KHUTY C TOM JKe IOJIKH,
YTO U PaHbIlle, ¥ TIOIIIa B CBOM IIOTAWHOM yTroJl, Tpexe YeM HayaTh YUTaTh. ITO CHOBA Oblla KHUTA
110 UCTOpHHU. Peys 1Iyla 0 BpeMeHax, Korfia cyiiecTBoBanu umnepuu. Ucropust Mmnepuu O6enuyMm u
IIpaBJIeHNe UX KeCTOKoro uMmneparopa [Tasnoca Lleccyuca, 3a KOTOPOU IOCIER0BANIO ellle XyaIlee
BpeMs, KOTa ero ChiH [leMoc B3si/1 Ha ce0sl mpaBlieHueE.

[TaBnoc GbT KOPOHOBAH KOPOJIEM B BO3pacTe YeThIPHAAIATH JIET, @ K CEMHaLlaTh TofaM OH OCHOBaJl
MMIIEPHUIO ¥ ITPUCBOUII ceOe TUTYI uMmnepaTtopa. OH Takxke Ha3bBan cedsg borom u TpeboBa, YTOOH
€ro Hapop MOKJIOHSCS eMy. [Toka ero Hapof rojoga, OH IocTpous cebe 30JI0TOM TPOH ¥ HECKOJIBKO
30JIOTHIX CTATY# 1Mo Bcedt Mmnepuu. ['oBopunu, 4To oH 6eccMepTeH. OH IpaBuil Kak uMiepartop 6oee
TPEeXCOT jieT. JIIogu Ha3bIBalu ero borom paspymieHus U MOKJIOHSINCh eMy, OllacasiCh, YTO OH
YHUYTOXUT MUD U IPUBELET K KOHITY.

Ho ero KoHell HaCTymIu 10 KOHIIa CBETA, KOTfla ero ChiH [lemMoc yOus ero, 4ToOH CTaTh CIEAYIOIIUM
uMIiepaTopoM. Tak:ke roBopuiy, 4To [leMoc yOui cBOI0 MaTh, UMIIEPATPUILY, U3-3a €€ BEPHOCTH
OTIy. A MMOTOM Havya/KCh BpeMeHa, Jaxe Xy/lIie, YeM BpeMeHa IIpaBIeHus ero oTia. [leMoc Ol
etfe 0ojiee xKeCcToK, yeM ero oTell. OH OYHUCTHUIT OBOP OT BCEX JIIONEH, KOTOPLIe MOANePKUBaIN ero
OTIIa, ¥ 3aBeJI IpU JBOPIIe HOBHIM ABOP, KOTOPHIM OBLI BEPEH TOIBKO eMy. Pacckassl 0 ero rpabexax,
9KCITyaTallly ¥ yOUMCTBAX 3aCTABUIM €€ TJla3a PaCIIMPUTLCS. BhlKM TaKKe UCTOPUU O TOM, KaK
MHOTH€ T'PYIIIL, BOCCTaBaBILIKe IIPOTHUB €T0 IIpaBlieHus, IEITAIUCh YOUTH €ro, HO Tak U He
npeycnenu. Hapom HeHaBuaen ero Kak IPaBUTENIS, HO HUKTO HE OCMEeITMBAJICS NeHCTBOBATh, CKOJIBKO
OBl HY TOBOPYJIM, IIOTOMY YTO HUKTO He OCMEeJIMBAJICSI UOTH IPOoTUB bora.

AnHXenvKa 3agyMaliachk. ATO 3By4aso KaK UCTOPHS O BpeMeHax, KOrfa JII0OU BEPUIA B HECKOJIBKUX
60ToB, ITOX0XKUX Ha JIOfeN U XKUBYIIUX Ha 3eMJie cpeau HuXx. Hy, oHa Obla pafia, 4TO He XKuja B TO
BpeMs U B TOM MecTe. Te UMIIepaTopkl, KOTOPEIE AyMasid, YTo OHU 00Ty, ObIIN XyamuMu. Kak TOIbKO
OHa cobpasiach 3aKphITh KHUTY, OHa KpaeM I'Jla3a yBUAesa napy OJIMHHBIX HOT. [Ipex[e ueM oHa
CMorjia IOJHATH I'1a3a, pyKa CXBaTuUlla ee 3a PyKy U BEITOJIKHYJIa ee CO CTysa, I7le OHa CUfena.



AHXeVKa axHyNa, YPOHUB KHUTY, U 00HAPYXKUIIA, YTO €e JTUI0 HaXOOUTCS B HECKONIBKUX MIOMMax OT
nuna jopaa PaiiBeHa.

- A Temepb CKaxku MHe, AHTell. - OHa yCIBIIIaia ero rojioc B CBOEH TOOBE, ¥ BCS 9Ta CUTYyalUs
II0KAa3aJiach el 3HaKoMow. ETo pyKu BHITAQIIUIHN ee U3 Kpecila ¥ Ha Hee BHUMATeJIbHO YCTABUIIUCh €T0
oOcuaraHOBEIE TTa3a. - Thl KOTa-HUOYIb CIIyIIAeIIbCs? - CIIPOCKTI OH C Pa3ApaXKeHUeM.

- 41 He XoTemna ocayuaTthes Tebs. 4 TOMpKO... MHe Hedero OBIIO efiaTh. - AHXKeJIMKa MPOU3Hecsa 3T!
c7oBa 1menoToM. Ha 9TOT pa3 oH He YKJIOHUJICS OT TOTO, YTOOKI TOCMOTPETh Ha Hee. Ha camoM ferne,
ero ryia3a 0OBICKAIM BCE ee JIUIIO0 U 3afiepKaJiiCh Ha MOKPOM IPSIIU ee BOJIOC, KOTOpas yIiajia Bo3Jie
ee rna3a. K ee youBineHu0, OH OCTOPOXKHO yAaIuI IPSAb BOJIOC C ee JIHIla IaniblieM, He Kacasch ee
KOXHY. AHXKeJTMKa II0OYyBCTBOBAJIa, KAk ee Cepflle CTPAaHHO 0TO3BAJIOCh B €€ TPY/IH.

- Tel momyMana eiie o0 6pake? - CIIPOCHIT OH.

«CKOpO THI CTaHeIlb MOeH XKeHOoW». - [loueMy 3TO IPOJOIKajo IIOBTOPSATHECS B €€ TojioBe? AHXKerWKa
CTJIOTHYJTIA.

- Ha. 4 mo cux nop He nepegyMaa.

- Xoporo. - OH MPOu3HEC 3TO HU3KUM I'0JIOCOM, 3aCTaBUB €€ OP0XKAaTh M0 KaKOU-TO CTPAaHHOU
IpUYMHE.

- KakoBHI mpeuMy1iecTBa B 9TOM IJisi Te6s? - CIIPOCHIa OHa.
- Tel y3Haews co BpeMeHeM, - CKa3all eil loph PaviBeH.

OmHO KOPOTKOE MI'HOBEHHE OHU ITPOCTO CMOTPEIH APYT APYTY B I'1a3a, Mpexkae YeM OH OTIYCTHII ee
U CHejajl HeCKOJIbKO ITaroB Hadan. OH MOCMOTpPeST Ha KHUTY, KOTOPYI0 OHA YPOHUIIA, ¥ HAKJIOHUIICS,
YTOOLI IIONHATE €e.

- Yo TBI gyMaelrs 00 umnepaTopax I[laBmoce u [leMoce? - CIIPOCHTT OH.
- HeyXenu OHU NeUCTBUTEJILHO IIPABUJIU TaK [OJIT0?

- Ia.

- Ho HU ofvH 4esi0BEK He XUBET Tak JOJTO.

Thl He Bepulilb B BoroB? - CIIPOCHUII OH. YXMBIJIKA HCKpPUBHUTIA ero I'yOul. - OHK He Oblyid Ooramu, HO U
He OBUIM JTIOObMHU.

- Torma kakuMu oHM ObIK? - Eii cTaso mM000NBITHO y3HATh €T0 OTBET.
- Onu 6b11M 6eCCMEpPTHHIMU CYIIeCTBAMHU, - CKa3all JIopy PaiiBeH.
[ToueMy OH BepuJI, 4YTO TaKue CYyILIEeCTBa CYLIECTBYIOT?

- OTKypma ThI 3Haelllb?

- 41 MHOTO 3Hat0 00 9T0M ceMbe. OHU KaK MOS CEMBSI.

- Hapetocs, 94TO HET. IOTHU NIIOOAKN ObTH XKecToKH. - OHa HaXMypHIIacsk.



OH ycMmexHyJcs. Brlna nu ero ceMbs IeNCTBUTENbHO TaKou? [1710X0 11 oHU ¢ HUM oOparanuck? He
TI09TOMY J11 OH ObIsT TaKUM? [T0OTHEIM HEHABUCTH.

- 3mech omucaHa TOJIBKO ITOJIOBHHA eT0 KecToKocTu. MmepaTop JleMoc yOuI Bcex CBOMX CBOTHBIX
OpaTheB ¥ BCEX CBOMX MBOIOPOMHEIX OpaTheB MMocye YOUKUCTBA CBOETO OTIA. 3aTeM OH BBIAJ CBOO
CeCTpPy 3aMyXK 3a XK€eCTOKOT0 IIPABUTEIS IJIsI COI03a, ¥ OHA IMOKOHYMIIa C co00ii Yepe3 aBa OHS II0CIIe
cBambOBl. ETO MaTh... - ero rita3a notreMHenu. - OHa 3Hasa, 4To ee BpeMs npuaet. OHa 3Hala
JKEeCTOKOCTb CBOET0 ChiHa. YTOOH 0CBOOOOUTE €T0 OT I'pexa yOuiicTBa ero COOCTBEHHON MaTepy U OT
6oy OTTOrO, YTO €e CHIH YOUN ee, 0OHa caMa yousna ceOs. [Ipexne yeM OHa yMepJiia Ha ero pykKax, OHa
CKasaJla eMy, 4YTO eTo XKIeT XKeCTOKas Ccygp0a, ¥ OH 3aIljIaTUT 3a BCE CBOU I'PEXH.

AHXenvKa BHUMATENIbHO CIIyIlaja, ¥ TO, KaK OH TOBOPUJI 00 9TOM, KakK OyATO OH ObLT TaM, KakK 6yaTo
OH caM Obl1 [leMocoM, CMyIIaso ee.

- OTKy;[a THI BCE 9TO 3HAEIIb? - CIIPOCHJIa OHA.

- OTO CeKpeT, - CKa3aJl OH eii, Bpy4as KHUTY. - Tl MOXKeTe I0JIb30BaThCs OMOIMOTEKOM, HO HUKYa
Oosnblie He XOOU B 3TOU CTOPOHE.

Oxa xuBHyna: «Crnacubo».

- 41 opraHu3ylo IOATOTOBKY Hallero 6paka, - CKa3aJ JIOpA, U ee cepplle 3a01I0Ch.
OH cy3un rna3a: «EcTh M1 KTO-HUOYOb, KOTO ThI XOTEeJa Obl IPUTTIACUTH?»

- 41 681 X0Tesna, yTOoOB MOM OpaT OB TaM, - CKa3ana AHXKeJUKa.

- 41 opranu3yio 310. KTo-HUOYOH elre?

- Y MeHs1 HET HUKOTO Ipyroro, Mo I'ocioguH.
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