O HeM IIenTanuch B roporme. HasBanu ero 3BE€peM, UMEHOBAJIM 2KECTOKHMM U HEKPACHUBLIM.

Jliome#t oTTankuBaso ero jauifo. OHM OTHOCUIIMCH K HEMY KaK K CMepTeNibHOU 0ojie3Hu, u3berast ero,
KakK 4yyMbl. Hu OvH He 0CMenuBaiCsd 3arOBOPUTH C HUM WJIUM IPU HeM, HO 3a 3aKPHITHIMU OBEPSIMU
KaX[BIM pacCKa3blBajl O HEM CTpAllHble UCTOPUM, HEKOTOPhIe M3 KOTOPHIX BHI3BIBAIM MypPAILIKH 10
ITO3BOHOYHUKY, IpyTHe OBINIA ITPOCTO BO3MYTUTEILHEIMU U HE MOTJIN OBITH ITPaBHOM.

PoguTenu uCIomb30BaNy pacckaskbl 0 HeM, YTOOH 3allyraTh CBOUX HETeW U 3aCTaBUTh UX JEJaTh TO,
YTO OBIJIO YTOOHO UM.

- He 3acTaBmnsi MeHs 3BaTh 3Beps, - yrpoxauu oHu. CaMu OeTU BeJIndaid ero «4ygoBUILEeM».
Ipyrue Ha3wBanu ero TeMuelM JlopmoM.

)%k

Jlopn PeliBeH...

OH Xu1 B TEMHOM 3aMKe Ha BepIIMHe CaMOIo BHICOKOTO X0JIMa B ropofie. B Hapomde ero Ha3bIBaIu
IPOKJIATEIM 3aMKOM. OH OBl 3a0pOoIIIEH B TeYeHUE [OJTHX JIET, IT0Ka JIopA PeliBeH He MpuOBIT B
CTpaHy B KaueCcTBe KOMaHOUpa HOBOM KOPOJIEBCKOM I'BapOuy HECKOIBKO MecsleB Ha3afl. Bce Obu
IIIOKMPOBAHEI, KOTHAa OH PEInII 3aCeIUThCSI UMEHHO B 3a0pOIIeHHOM 3aMKe.

<<HpOKJ'IS{TaH Aylia B IIPOKJIATOM 3aMKe», — IIEINITaJIuCh O HEM JIIOOH.

K ToMmy ke mocye ero npuOBITHS B TOPOJE TPOU3OILTI0 HECKOTBKO CMepTe. Bce roBopuiu, 4To 3TO
oH. ®aKTUYECKHU BCe IIJIOX0€, YTO IMPOU3OIIIIO ITOCIie Tpue3na PeliBeHa, OBII0 BO3I0KEHO Ha HETO, HO
HUKTO HE OCMEJIUBAJICS TPOTUBOCTOSTh eMy. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBIJT MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM.
OH ObIT 67TM30K K KOPOJIIO, U JIOXKHBIE 00BUHEHUS MOTJIU ITPUBECTU K CMEPTH.

Ho rpoe IIpaBaa, a TOe BCero JIKIIL CIIyXHW, Ha CaMOM [ieJjie HUKTO He 3Hall.

AHXeNWKa II0OCMOTpPesIa BIiepe[l, Ha TeMHEIN 3aMoK. EIre cTpalitHee OH BHITJISAEI IO MPaYHbIM
HOYHBEIM HeO0oM. TeMHbIe 00j1aKa IMapuiIu Haj caMoW BHICOKOM OalllHel, 3aKphIBasi TyHY U 3BE3[HL.
O6naka ObITM ITOX0KM Ha NIPHU3PAKOB, IHITAIOMIKUXCS OTIYTHYTH AHKENIUKY, HO IPU3paky ee O0bIle
He TyTau.

Jliopu nyrasnu ee Gosblie.

OHa nopHsIach Ha X0NIM, ee 00Chle HOTH MCTeKau KPOBBIO [10C/Ie JONToro OIyKOoaHus 110 KaMHSIM.
Bonb 1 X0Mof CKOBHIBAIM €€ OHEMEBIIE HOTH, HO e BCe ellle HyKHO OBUIO UATH, I09TOMY OHa
IIPOMOJIKajla CBOU IIYTh.

3aMOK ORI/ [asIbllle, YeM Ka3ajioch, U AHXKeNnKa BCKOpe€ yCTala. OHa 0CTaHOBHUJIACh, YTOOR



TIEPEBECTH [yX, ¥ OTTITHYIach, YTOOH yOEOUTLCS, YTO HUKTO He MOCIIeqoBas 3a Heit. KTo ocMenuTcs
TIOUTH 3a Hel Clofa Houblo? HUKTO make He 3alOf03PUT, YTO OHA cOexkaJa OT BCEX B XKYTKUU 3aMOK.
9710 GBIJIO HE TO MECTO, Kya MOXKHO ObLI0 6exkKaTh, HA000POT, MECTO, OTKYZa HYKHO OBIJI0O MYaThCS
He OTJISIObIBASICh.

AHXenrKa IMogyMalla, pa3yMHO JIH e y0eraTb OT MOHCTPOB, YTOOHI CIIPSTATHLCS B JIOTOBE 3BEPs. UTO
3aCTaBUJIO ee ITOBEPUTH B TO, UTO TeMHEIH JIOP/ 3aLIUTUT ee WU IPUMeT ee mpemioxenne? OHa
CJIVIIIKOM BEICOKOT'O MHEHUS 0 cebe.

HecMmoTpst Ha yXacHble UMeHa, aHHEIe eMy TIOObMHU, OH IIO-ITPeKHEeMY CUMTAIICS B IIa3aX omen
ropa3ano 6osee 671aropogHBIM, YeM oHa. OH GBI JBOPSHUHOM, a OHa ... OHa Gblla [OUephio
IIpefaTesis, a Temeps cTana eie xyxe. OHa OvIIa...

Kauast roji0Bo#, JeByIIKa faXke He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh ce0s1 CKa3aTh 3TO CIIOBO.

CxKaB PyKH B KyJIaK{, OHa IT03BOJIMJIa THEBY MTOATOJIKHYTh ee B306PaThCsl Ha CAMYI0 BEPIINHY X0IMa,
HO rorofa Owiyla MpoTuB Hee. Havanach Oyps, XOJIOMHBIM BETEP CO BCEM CUJIOH TOIKHYT ee 00paTHO C
XOJIMa.

Yro aTo Onim0? IIpemynpexkaenue? 3HaK CBEPXy?

He6o oTBeTHNIO rIIy6OKUM I'POXOTOM, ¥ TIOIIEN CUJIbHEIN NOXKOb. AHXKeHKa Kojebanach, HO BeIOOpa y
Hee He 0b110. JTubo 310, OO BEPHYTHCS Ty[a, OTKYHda OHA MPHUIIIIA.

CoOpaBIuch ¢ cujlaMu ¥ XpabpoCThio, OHA HallpaBUJIach K MPOKISATOMY 3aMKY. [JoOpaBIINUCH [0
BEPIIKUHHI X0/IMa, 60PSICh C BETPOM U [IOXKIEM Ha ITyTH BBEPX, OHA Ha MIHOBEHME OCTAHOBHUIIACh
IIepeBeCTH [JbIXaHUe.

[MopHSB r7a3a, OHA YBUMeNa mepeq co00# 3aMOK, BO3BBIIIABIIIMUACS HAl TOCThEH. ITO OBIITO
MOHYMEHTAJIbHOE CTPOEHHE MPSIMOYTOIbHOM (POPMEI, MMEBIIIee 10 YeTHPe KPYIJIkie OalllHu Pa3HOH
BBICOTHI Ha KaXKIOM YTJIy. MaCcCHBHbEIE CTEHBI OBIIM ITOCTPOEHE! U3 00CHINaHa, a HEOCBEIeHHEIe OKHA
CHMMETPHUYHO PAa30pPOCAHEI [T0 CTEHAM.

OrpoMHBIY BXOA IIPEACTaBIIan co00ii OOJBIIYI0 AEPEBSHHYIO ABEPE C ABYMS HEeOONbIINMU OaITHAMU
1o kpasiM. Ko Bxony Benu KaMeHHEIE CTYIIEHHU.

3anuHasch, AHXKeNINUKa [TofoIna K BopoTaM. B Hux ObII0 ABa GOIBLINX IBEPHEIX MOJIOTKA B hopMe
JIETY4YUX MEIIIEN.

<<CTpaHHO>>, - I10gyMaJla OHa. Ona IIPUBLIKJIA BUOETH JIEBBUHBIE I'OJIOBEL.

C KONOTAIIUMCS cepAaneM OHa CJIETKa IMOCTy4dalld X OCTaIaCh 2KOATh Ha MOPO3€ IIOO OJOXKIOEeM. ﬂpO}Ka,
OHa 00Hs1Ia ce0s B OXuOaHUU. Korga HUKTO HE OTKDPGEIJI OBEPHh, OHA CHOBA IIOCTYy4YdJla, Ha 3TOT pa3
cunbHee. OHa 6osbllle He MOTJIa TEPIIEThL X0JIOM.



IlepeBsiHHAS IBEPDL CO CKPUIIOM OTKPBITach. AHXKeNNKa 0XKHUfana YBUOETh KOT0-HUOYIb U3HYTPH
3aMKa, HO ee BCTpeTHuIa TOJIbKO ThMa. OHa 3arinsfHyina B npoeM: «IIpuBeT! - mo3Bana OHa, YYBCTBYSI
ce0st HEMHOT'O HallyraHHOU. - ECTh KTO foMa?»

Ee romnoc 3xoM pasHeccsi B TEMHOTE, HO HUKTO He 0TBeTu1. OHa OCTOPOKHO BOIIIA BHYTPb, YTOOBI
CIPSITAaThCS OT XOJIOMA, ¥ OOJIbIas JepeBsHHAas [ABEPb 3aXJIOMHYIAcCh 3a HEW C TPOMKUM 3BYKOM.

Cepaie AHXKeNIUKY IOOIPLHITHYIIO K TOPITy, ee OKPyXKHuiia ThMa.

BeposATHO, 3TO MPOCTO BETEP 3aKPHUI OABEPE. Y Hee He OBIJI0 MPUYUH 60STHCS.

OHa ormspenach, HO HUYero He yBUfena.

- Doma KTo-HUOYOb €CTH? -TIOBTOPHIIA OHA, HA 3TOT Pa3 ee TOJI0C ClIeTKa JPOKall.

U cHOBa ee BCTpeTHIIa TUIIHHA. MOXKeT OBITh, €r0 He OBIJIO 30ech? MO0XKeT, OH OTIIPABHUIICS B
IyTelleCTBUE C KopojeM. YTo eil Teneps AeflaTh? CMOXKET JIX OHa 0CTaBaThCS 3[eCh, I0Ka OH He
BepHeTcsA? UTo X, BEIOOpa v Hee He Ovln0. Eit 60bIle HeKyOa OBIIO UATH.

[TpoTsAHYB PYKy, OHA IBITAlaCh OTHICKATh HOPOTY. AHXKeNKa He 3Hajla, B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY OBUTAETCH,
HO el HykHO OBUIO I'e-TO IOCIaTh OO TOT0, Kak B3ouAeT comnHIle. [IoKa OHa TIIETHO MCKajla MeCcTo
71T OTABIXA, C3aOU BHE3AIMHO TOYYBCTBOBAJIOCH XOJIOMHOE [bIXaHUE.

HecmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHa He 60si/Tack TEMHOTEL ¥ He BepHUJIa B IPU3PAKOB U MOHCTPOB, IPOXKb
npobexkara 1o ee cnuHe. C TpeneToM OHa IIOBEPHYJIACh ¥ CTOJIKHYJIACh JTUIIOM K JIUILY C
BOILJIOIIIEHUEM afia.
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