"Wtak, 3eMnsg Korga-To Obljla TaKOM OIrPOMHOM. HeynuBUTEIbHO, YTO UCTOPUS, 3alucaHHas B
"Knaccuke rop u Mopeit", O6bljla HETOYHOM. B HeM 3amucaHo TO, YTO MPOUCXOAMIIO ¢ He3anaMsTHRIX
BpeMeH, HO 3eMis Oblla CO3aHa 3af0Jiro [0 9TOr0, B He3almaMsITHEIE BpeMeHa. Ternepb Mou
COMHEHHS IMPOsSCHUNIKCE. MiTak, 602KeCTBEeHHEIE 3BepHU, TaKue KakK [19H, MelCTBUTEIIBHO
CyILleCTBOBa/IM, HO 3eMJIs B ee HEIHEITHEM COCTOSIHUM He MOXKeT UX IOAAepxkuBaTh. 4 Bepio, uto KyH
He CMOXKET I1JIaBaTh laKe B YeThIPeX BeIUKUX OKeaHax".

"B I1epBOOLITHYIO OIOXY, CKOIIBKO JIIOfiel CTOSI/IO Ha BepIlKHe coBepileHCTBOBaHUS B [lao? 10 Goros
COTBOPEHMS MUPa, a TaKXkKe Te HeU3BECTHhIE IeMOHNYeCKre 60TH, OBIJIM CaMBIMUA MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIMU
Ha 3TOM IIJIaHe, HO OH, B CBOXO O4Yepenb, HaXOOUJICS Ha HUKHEM YPOBHE CPeOy APYTHUX IJIaHOB. TaM
ecThb elne 6oyee BemuKkue MuBUIN3anuu. CKOIBKO B TOYHOCTH CEKPETOB CONEPKUTCS BO Becenennoun?"

OrnsigeBiuch BOKPYT, Ban Byry# moyyBcTBOBaJ, KakK B HEM 3allleBeNIUIUCE SMoLuHU. B [1epBOGBITHYIO
Omnoxy 6eccMepTHEIE OBIIM TaKUMU XKe 00BIYHEIMY, KaK U CMepTHbIe. Beimu 60TH, KOTOphle MOTJIN
co37aBaTh MUPHI, HEU3BECTHEIE 3/1ble 00xKecTBa, Benukue boxkecTsa, [ui3ioHb, caM bynma,
Koponepa-math 3anana, boxecTBenHubit Mmnepatop Taiin u MHOTHe [ApyTHeE... [I719 MHOTHX 9TO ObLI
30710TOM BEK, KOTOPHIN OBLI IIPUBJIEKATEIbHBIM U IIyTal0M OTHOBPEMEHHO.

"3putens KapTuHH "HioliBa, yuHsIas HeOeca", TH - YeJIOBeK, BRIOpaHHBIM KylnoHOM. Ecnu TH Gymelb
Cepbe3HO 3aHMUMAaThCS 3[[€Ch U JOCTUTHEIIL ITPOCBETIEHUS, Th Oyellb BO3HArpaxkaeH
003KeCTBEeHHEIM MacTepCTBOM", - CKa3ajl IPEeBHUMU U yCTaJIbIX I0JI0C. ITO OBIJI0O HEIIOCPEACTBEHHO
mepeiaHo B ero CO3HaHMe, U T0JI0C OB KaK Y CTapuKa Ha TPAHU CMEPTH.

Bau Byryit HeMeIJIeHHO OTKPHII r'1a3a. "Mory iu s OBITh HaCTOJIBKO CMEJIBIM, YTOORI CITPOCUTH, KTO
BBI, CTAPILIXN?" - TOJO3PUTEIbHO CIIPOCHUII OH.

"Xa-xa... 4 mpocTo MEePTBLIM YeJI0BEeK, MOe UMS ¥ BO3PACT HUYET0 He 3Ha4vaT. & BCero JIulllh
OCTATOYHAsI MBICJIb, KOTOPAsi OCTaJIaCh 1M03au, YTOOHI OKOATHCS MOSIBIIeHUS N30paHHEIX. Mos
3ajaya - HaIPaBJIATh UX K UX UCTUHHOM Cyab0e, BOT u Bce. K coxkaneHnuto, oHu norulbiu, He yCIieB
3acusiTh. YenoBeK CynbObl, OCMENHUIILCS JIU TH IPUHSATHL CBOIO CYALOY U IIOCMOTPETD €# B TUII0? -
Me[IJIeHHO MOHEeCCs TOJI0C CTapHKa.

"Brl 3Hanmu Moero oTia, Bar CroanbMuHa? OH TOXKe OB OMHUM M3 HEMHOTUX U30paHHBIX?" - CIIPOCUIT
Bau Byryu.

"WTak, BOT KaK 3TO OBIBAET; THI CHIH IIOCJTIENHEr0 YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH mpuxonus ciona. OH He OblI
OOHUM U3 U30PaHHHEIX, HO OXOTHO 3a6pas KyJI0H, YTOOR HAUTH TOTO, KOMY NeHCTBUTENILHO CYXKIEeHO
Ob110 M 0671amaTh. 1 He 0XKUOAJT, YTO TH OyIellb ero CBIHOM. JTO... HeUCTBUTEIbHO HPOHUYHO! -
TI0CETOBAJI CTApPHK.

Ban Byryi# mo4yBCcTBOBaJ, KakK €ro 9MOIIMY BCKOJILIXHYIUCH, Y3HAB, UTO €0 OTeIl He OBIJT OMHUM U3
HEeMHOTUX n30paHHBIX. "UTO 3TO 3a KYJIOH Ha caMoM fene? Kak IMoay4Yunocsk, 4To HUKTO U3
M30paHHBIX He BBIXKUJI II0CJIE TOTO, KaK IIPUIIeN CIofia, YTOOH YHacienoBaTh 60KeCTBeHHOE
MaCTepCTBO?" OH IMPOAOIKall CIIpallluBaTh.

"¢1 Bcero nUIlb OCTATOYHAS MBIC/b, ¥ 51 JABHO 3a0BIT O TAKUX APEBHUX COOBITUSAX IPOILIOro. f Mory
JIALIb CMYTHO IIPUIIOMHUTD, YTO apTedakT - 9TO ellle ¥ 0TBETCTBEHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO JOJIKEH HECTHU €T0
Bnagesen. TOIbKO UCTUHHEBIE TallaHTHl UX COOTBETCTBYIOIINX ITIOKOJIEHUY MOTYT B34Th Ha ce0s TaKyio
00s13aHHOCTD, U €CJIK OHU He OynyT o0nagaTh HeoOXOmUMOM CHUJION, OHU IOTUOHYT".

"To, 4TO THI TOIBKO YTO BUIEJ, OBLIIO BCETO JUIIL TEM, YTO IIPOU3OIII0 Ha 9TOM IjlaHe; gaxe 10
00r0B COTBOPEHMSI MUpPa He JOCTUTTIM MMKa MOTyIlecTBa. Ha BRICIINX MIaHaX Oblu 1 60jee yKacHbIe
OUTBLI, TOJIBKO S HE UMeJI 4YeCTH OBITh UX cBumeTeneM!"



Cka3zal cTapuK, ero rojoc ObUI IIOJIOH HETOOOBaHUS U pa3odapoBaHus. Ka3zamock, OH coxkasen 0 TOM,
YTO HE MOXKeT OBITh CBUIETEJIEM BEJIUKOJIETIHNS MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIX CYIIeCTB, 06/1aJaoNnInX YKa3aHHON
CHUJIOH, a TaK¥XKe oIylakuBaj cyab0y M30panuex. X TanmaHTaM cienoBano OBl HAWTH JTydIlee
IpUMeHeHNe, HO, K COXKaJIeHUI0, OHU YMEPJ/IH B PacCllBeTe CHUJL.

"9Ot10 He Oblyia negu HioiiBa Ha muke cBoux cuin?!" Ban Byryi He MOT yepzaThCsl OT YIUBIIEHHOTO
BoCKnHIlaHusA. "Kak Morja cuna, criocofHas 3alaTaTh TaK MHOT'O Pa30UTHIX 3BE3[, He OTHSATH y Hee
BCIO MOLIL?" OH ITOAyMal.

"Koneuno. B To Bpems rocrnoxa HioliBa ele He Oblsla IIOTHOCTBIO IOCBSIIEHa, 1 10 60r0B TBOpEeHUS
ellle He MOJIHOCTHIO yTBepAunuch B [lao. OHU cHenany 3TO cedyac Ha BHICIIEM IIJIaHe, ¥ Teepb OHU
Ha0JIIOMAIOT 3a BCEJIEHHBIMHU BCEX IIJIaHOB".

"OTH 3eMIK TakXKe yHaACJIe[OBaHHI OT ee JIMHUY, ¥, KOHEYHO, CyLIeCTBYeT TaKXe cucTeMa BepxoBHOU
BoruHu amMepruKaHCKOTr0 KUTalCKOro Hapoda. ITO TBOE PelleHue, X04Yelllb I THl YHACJIeJ0BaTh eT0
UK HeT. Ecnu TH 3TO chenaelb, Tebe MPUAETCS HECTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTD, CB3aHHYIO C KYJIOHOM.
Tebe mpupmeTcs 3aIMIIATh KUTAUCKUY HApomd ¥ u30aB/IsiTh MUP OT 371a U EMOHOB", - CKa3aJsl CTapuK,
B €r0 TOHe ObIJI0 BUAHO yBaxKeHue K HioliBe.

"f1 mpumMy Ha ce0s1 9Ty TSXKelyio Houry! 3eMiis CylecTByeT ceronus 6maromaps nepu Hiolise. OHa He
TOJIBKO CO3[ajia HaC, OHA [aXke 3almTuia Hac. Kak OfuH U3 ee 0feN, S JOIXKEeH BHECTUA CBOU
BKian!" Ban Byryi TBepmo OTBETHII, faXe He 3aJyMbIBasICh.

"THl mENCTBUTEILHO TToAyMas 06 9ToM?" - CHOBa pa3fajiCs ToJI0C CTapuKa.

"Ta, Ha 3eMJie BCcerma IpsiTaauch HEMOHE, 0COOEHHO Ha 3amafe, Ifie OHU CBOOOOHO pa3ryiauBaoT. 7
BCE PaBHO 3aKOHUY TEM, UTO IIOMHKITAI0Ch U30aBUTL MUP OT HUX, U OyJET 3[0POBO, ECJIU S CMOTY
IIOJIyYUTh IIOMOILB OT caMou ey HroiBel!" PemutensHo cka3an Ban Byryi.

[IpocTpaHCTBO Nepen HUM UCKA3UJIOCh KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOrla OH 3aKOHYUJI TOBOPUTE, U
nosiBuiics crapuk. OH OBUT OfET B cepoe, y Hero OBITIK Cefible BOJIOCH, HO BEITJISAZIEN OH MOoJiofno. Ero
rna3a OblIM XKUBBIMU, ¥ OH OUYeHb IIoxXoaua Ha OeccMepTHOro. OH HEKOTOPOE BPeMSs IPUCTAJIBHO
cMoTpen Ha Bau Byrys, npexne yeMm 3aroBopuTh: "XOopomuii apeHs. 1 BUXKY, 4TO TBOM (QyHOAMEHT B
Ilao HEBEPOSITHO CUJIEH, CUJIbHEE, YeM Y KOT0-1100, KOT0 S BUHEN 3a ThicsueneTusi! TBos
Bpoxnennas Cuia [TpaHsl HeBepOSTHO OoraTa, a TBOE TEJIOCTI0KEeHHe YPe3BEIYaliHO CUIIbHOE. Th
mocTouH ObITH TOTOMKOM [IBoplia YenmoBeueckux MmmepaTopo KinaHa KyHbinyHB."

"Bl cTUIIKOM [OOpPEI, CTapIinii. 1 3aKOHYMII CTPOUTDL CBOM (yHIAaMEHT TOIBKO B 14 neT", - CO cMexoM
cka3san Bau Byryii.

"Bce B mopsigke. KTo cKa3as, 4To CTPOUTH CBOM (PyHOAMEHT IIO3[HO - 9TO 1030p? Ha Moii B3rism, 9T0
MoxkeT OBITh HelpaBHoii. YeM nmpouHee pyHOaMeHT YesioBeKa B [lao, TeM OoJjiee IIaBHBIM GyfeT ero

IIyTh B COBepIIeHCTBOBaHUM. CHavasa BeIcBOOoAM CcBOI0 Bpoxnennyo Cuny [IpaHbl, 4TOOHL ST MOT €€
YBU[IETH, - CKa3aJl CTapuK. Ban Byryi# coriacumncs u BEICBOOOMNII CHIIY IIPpaHa-KPOBU B CBOEM Tejie, U
OHa XJIBIHyJIa HapyXy B OTPOMHBIX KOJIMYECTBAX.

"UepT Bo3pMu!! T, TeOe ymanock MOUTHU IO yTH 0O bEOUHEHUS TBOEU KPOBU U CUJIHI IPaHBI?!"
BOCKJIMKHYJI CTapUK, HaOupas B JIerKue XOIOOHBIA BO3YX, YTOOE YCIIOKOUTHCS. "Tak MHOTO JTIofel
u3 JIBopua YenoBeueckux MrepaTopoB OTEPIENIN HEyaauy, HO OeUCTBUTEJIBHO JIU 3TO CTaJI0
BO3MOXKHBIM Onarogaps tebe? HeT, Bce ellle TPy[IHO CKa3aTh Ha TaKOM paHHeN cTaguu. Mbl y3HaeM,
IIpeyCIes Thl UM HeT, TOJIbKO IIOCTIe TOr0, KakK Th npoiipents McnbiTanue MmnepaTtopos."

"¢l He oxkupas, YTO BBl 3HAETE O CHJIe TIpaHa-KpoBH, cTapiuii. [la, S BEIOpas 9TOT MyTh. Moil yYuTENb



M3BJIEK YPOKH M3 MCIBITAHUM, Yepe3 KOTOPhIE MPOILIX HAIllA CTapIlue, ¥ OH ObUT 6IM30K K YCIIexy,
HO TIOTepIieNI Heyaady Ha 9Tane MMmmepaTopa, MOTOMY YTO ero OCHOBHI OBUTM HEOOCTATOYHO ITPOYHH.
OH mepepnan 3ToO yMeHHe MOEMY OTIy, HO TOT YMep 3a BBIXKMBaHUE YeJI0BEYEeCKON pachl MHOTO JIET
Ha3ajm. TakuM o0pa3oM, MacTep Bo3Jiaraa Ha MeHsI CBOM HafeXKIObl ¥ TPATUII Ha MEHS BCe CBOU
PECYPCHI, KJISTHSICh, YTO OH ITOMOXKET MHe JOOUThCS ycrexa'.

Bau Byryii cepre3Ho 00bsicHuI. CTapuK Clierka HaXMypHUJICS, YCIIBIIIAB I0HOIY, ¥ KUBHYJI, IIPexke
yeM OTBeTHTh: "O, ecyy 3TOT MyTh AEUCTBUTEILHO MOXKET ObITh 3aBEePILEH, 9TO NeUCTBUTEILHO OyaeT
OAXOASAIINY crtoco0 cTath OeccMepTHHIM B Onoxy [lo3gaux MckyccTs. Trl Oymems cocymoM [Jao 1 He
Oymeurs orpaHu4eH 3akoHaMu [Ipupops! B 9Ty 3moxy. OgHAKO 3TOT MyTh OyAeT TPYAHHIM. S mymaro,
THI y2Ke IIOHSJI 9TO, IPOMAA 3TOT 3Tall. Jlronu u3 [Isoplia YemoBeyeckux MMmnepaTopoB
INEeNCTBUTEILHO PEIIUTEIbHEL; TU00 OHU IIPEYCIeloT 1 00peTyT 6eccMepTue, TGO IOTEPIAT HEYHAUY
1 OTUOHYT."

"Xa-xa, OyobTe YBEPEHHI, CTAPIIHH, YTO S He MOABENY Bac BceX. Jmoxa [T03qHUX UCKYCCTB He
yOepXKUT MeHs. 1 Beplo, YTo JII0OU MOTYT CaMU IKcaTh CBOI0 Cyab0y!" - cka3an Ban Byryii ¢
YBEPEHHBIM CMEXOM.

"Xa-xa, XOpoIIIo UMeTh TaKoe MPUIOAHATOe HacTpoeHue! Torga s He Oyy OTHHMATh ¥ TeOs BpeMs.
Iepxku KYJIOH, TIOKa ThI IBITAEIIbCS MOHATH KapTUHY. Kakyio Obl TEXHUKY THl HU IPHOOpPET, 3TO OymeT
3aBUCETD OT TBOEM CYObOBI", - OTBETUII CTAPUK, TOXKE CMESICh.

Ban Byry# HeMeJIeHHO BBITALIUI KYJTOH ¥ OYKCTHII CBOM pa3yM, IIpeXkie YeM CHOBA ITOMBITAThCS
TOHSTh KapTuHY. CTapuK BCTAN 033X HEro U MCII0Ib30Bajl CBOK MAruio, YTOOH CO3MIaTh
dbopmaluio, KoTopas ImoMorsa 0wl I0HOIIE B ero 3agayde. Ban Byryio morpe6oBanock MeHee 10 MUHYT,
yTOORI BOUTH B MEJUTATUBHOE COCTOsSTHKME. Ha 9TOT pa3 OH yBUOEN Apyroe u3o0paxkeHue; TaM He
OB1710 6ECCMEPTHHIX UM CBUPEIIBIX 3Bepel, U He OhIJI0 HUKAKUX MMPU3HAKOB KaKuX-Tn60 60KeCTB,
0OT0B UJIX IEMOHOB.

Ocrascs TONIbKO pa3pylleHHbN MU, U Bce (GOPMBI XKU3HU OB YHUYTOXKEHE. B BO3[yxe Bollapuiach
MepTBas TUIIKMHA, ¥ B HeOecax pa3Bep3fiach OTPOMHAs Jblpa. B MpocTpaHCTBE, OKPYKAIOIIEM 3Ty
TIJTaHETY, TTOSIBUTUCH Y2KaCHBEIE Ha BUJ TPEIIUHH, U Ban Byry# cnokoiHo Habonan 3a
IPOUCXOASIIIM. BepoATHO, Tak BHITIISAeNa 3eMis 1o Toro, Kak HioiiBa moyunun Hebeca. Boiina
OINIyCTOIINJIA BCIO IIJIAHETY.

[Tocne atoro Bau Byryi yBumes, Kak MOSBUIIOCh HEBEPOSITHO KPAaCHBOE XKEHCKOe 00KEeCTBO C TEJIOM
3Men. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OH He OBbIJT MOCTATOYHO CUJIEH, YTOOHI SICHO Pa3TisaeTh ee YePTHI, OH OB
yBEpeH, UTo ee KpacoTa Oblia moTpsicatolnei. Korma oHa mosiBUIaCh, OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK II0 €T0
TEJy U3 HUOTKYHa Pa3/IuIoCh TEIIO.

Be3 comHeHus, 310 Obliia cama nenu HioliBa. Bce xuBble CylllecTBa Hadalu KIaHATHCS e, MO B
YHUCOH: "MBI CMUPEHHO IPOCUM Hallly BepxoBHY10 BOruHIO ciacTu BCexX XKUBHIX CyIIeCTB Ha 3emie!"

Tam OblIM CMEPTHBIE, KyIbTUBATOPE, OOBIYHBIE TUKNE 3BEPU U OIPOMHEIE NYXOBHBEIE 3BEPH, HO BCE
OHMU KJIQHSIJIACH e}, Korfa Bumenu ee. OHa Tr7Ty00KO B3[MOXHYIa, YBUMEB, KaKUMU KaJlKAMU OHU OBLIH,
a 3aTeM IofHsIa OrpoMHLIM KaMmeHb [lyxa ISITH IIBETOB K PacCKOJIOTHIM HebecaM.

[1sTh 60KECTBEHHBIX OTHEH HavaIu KPYXKUTh BOKPYT Hee, KOTHa ee 3Meenogo0Hoe Teno
IIPEBPATUIOCh B ueroBedeckoe. OHa B3MblIa K HebecaMm, u ee yymecHass GpuUTypa B 3TOT MOMEHT
BBITJISIfIe/Ia TAKOM OILIETOMIISIONIE MOIIHOM. ITO ObIsI0 He3a0siBaeMoe 3penuiie. [IIsT BCeX KUBBIX
CYIIECTB OHa Obl/Ta HEZKHOW U MTPEeKPaCcHO MaTepbio, HO Telleph OHAa IIPeBpaTUiiach B
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHYIO O0TMHIO, YTOOR TOYMHUTH Hebeca Iisl HUX.



B KoHIle KOHIIOB OHa 3aKOHYHIIa CBOIO 3aflauy, U BCe BEPHYIOCh B UCXOOHOE COCTOsIHNE. 2KUBLIE
CyIlIecTBa PafioBaliCh U Ipa3gHOBaIH, IPOAOJIXKas IIOBTOPSITh TaKue TUTYJIbI, Kak "MMnepaTpuiia
Hromea", "I'ocnoxka boruna", "I'ocnoxka MMmnepaTtpuiia”. OgHaAKO TO, YTO IPEOCTANIO0 IIeped HUMH,
OBLIIO BCETO JIUIID MTPOSIBIIEHHEM ee HacTosiero "d", 1 oHo HeOpexKHO YILIOHYIOCh UM, IIPeXe YeM
MCYe3HyTh 00paTHO B MUP.

Bau Byryiit Moya BOCIIpHHSIT BCe 9TO, ¥ n300paxkeHue ucyesno ¢ yxomoM HioiBel. OH
TpaHC(hHOPMUPOBAJICS B CTPOKY 3@ CTPOKOU I'IyDOKOTO IPEBHET0 TEKCTa, M OHU OTIIedaTasuch B
OKpyXKarolei ero nycrore. OH IOCIEIIHO ONLITANICSA 3alIOMHUTH CJI0BA, IPEXae YeM IOIBTaThCA
MeIJIeHHO MOHSTh UX 3HayeHue. OHY ObIIM OYEeHb IITyOOKUMU U HallMCaHbl APEBHUM IIPUQPTOM.

IomxHO OBITH, 3TO Ta CUCTEMA, KOTOPYIo NMuHUs HiolBH mepenaBana ¢ [IpeBHUX BpemeH, u
IIOCKOJIBKY OH IPOHU301IeN 0T Hee, Ban Byryio moka3anu u3obpaxeHue TOT0, Kak OHa
BOCCTaHaBIuBaeT Hebeca. OMHAKO I0HOIIA He TIOHUMAJI APeBHUX CJI0B. OH TOJIBKO YTO HAYUMIICS
YHUTATh MMUChbMEHA, HallMCAaHHbIe IPUMEPHO B 50-M BeKe KMTAWCKOW MUBUIA3AINN, HO 9TO OBITT TEKCT,
HAIIMCAHHBIA B Te [HHU, KOTAa 3eMJIsi TOJIBKO ObIlIa CO3MaHa.

OH MOT TOJIbKO TTOMBITATLCS IOHATh 9TO ME[IJIEHHO. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TeXHUKM [1ao OblIn
B3aMMOCBSI3aHHI - OHU IPUIIIKA U3 OMHOTO U TOTO Xe UCTOYHUKa. Kakumu Okl pa3Ho0Opa3HEIMU OHU
HU OBUIM, OHU KUCIIOJIb30BaJI OOUH U TOT K€ UCTOUYHUK 9HEPTHH, II09TOMY BCEX UX MOXKHO OBITIO
CUMUTATh YIeHaMU OOHOM ceMbu. Bcerpa OBII0 TPYOHO MOHSTH TAKKWE MOIITHBIE HABBIKA 0€CCMEPTHBIX,
¥ 3TO 3aHs/10 OBl MHOTO BpeMeHHu. TakuM 00pa30M, CTapUK BO3OBUT Oaphep CHAPYKHU IeIlepsl U
MoOJI4a CTOSJI Ha cTpaxe BaH Byrys, KOTOpHIY IPOJOIXKaAIl MEIUTAPOBATD.
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