Co3HaHue BO3Bpallajl0Chk MEJIEHHO.

OB He 3HAa, e OH, YTO C HUM, KOTOPHIHM Yac... a ¥ OBIJIO 1M 3TO B CaMOM fieJie TaK BaiKHO, KOrma
OH eMIBa BCIIOMHMUJI CBOE UM? YXKe MOCTHXKEHHe.

Pyka Bcé emé 6ecco3HaTebHO CXKKMMalla HOXK, KOTOPOTo B HEl yKe NaBHHIM-IaBHO He OBIIO, HO, Ha
yIOUBIIEHHE, He OT3hIBajIaCh 0 CAMOTO IIjieYa IPEeKHeMH, BHIPHIBAOIIEH KPUKY OO0JIbI0, TUIIL HEMHOTO
0eCIIoKOos JIETKUM ITOKAJTbIBAHUEM B IIPEOIIIeYbH.,

Bo pTy omyImancs MeTanmIudecKui MPUBKYC COOCTBEHHOM KPOBU U YET0-TO OMEP3UTEIbHO BSI3KOTO,
HAIIOMMHAIOIIIET 0 IT0 KOHCHUCTEHIIMY HEeUTO 3aryCcTeBliee, HO eIlé He YTPaTHUBIIee CIIOCOOHOCT TeYb U
He ToAIaoIleecss HUKaKOMY BKYCOBOMY OTIpefie/IeHHUIO. .

[lepen rma3amu, Kak HasBY, IUIsICald BHIXBaYeHHbIe U3 BOCTIOMUHAHUM KPOXOTHEIE SHTAPHEIE
Iy3bIpUKH, 06pa3ys 30JI0TUCTYIO, OIECTAILIYI0 B HEU3BECTHO OTKYZa B3SBLIIEMCS CBETE UTPUBYIO
IIeHKY, IypIIall¥MU BOJIHAMH PaCcXOOSLIYIOCS OT CHOBa Ha4aBIINX IIOAUYUHATLCS €My KOHEUHOCTEH. ..

JIETKHMe CTPeMUTENbHO 3all0IHSINCh HEM3BECTHOM CcyOCTaHIIKeH. ...
"I1neIBY, CYKUH CHIH!"

K ropmny momkaTuiach BOJIHA TOIIHOTE, ¥ OWB HAKOHEI! OLIYTHII, UTO JIEKUT TOJIOBOM HA YEM-TO
TBEPIOM ¥ MOKPOM OT KHMIKOCTH, OOHILHO CTEKAIOUIEeH C ero BOJIOC ¥ PBAHBIMU TOJTYKAMHU
BBIXOSIIEH 30 PTAa BMECTe C HaAPHIBHALIM, IlapalaloiiM IJIOTKY ¥ JIETKKe KalieM. Ecnu Ol B TOT
MOMEHT MeXaHUK OTKPHII I'jla3a, TO MOHSI Obl, HACKOJILKO CHJIBHO KPYKUTCSI BCE BOKPYT, HO
IPEANOYEST OTPAHUYUTHCS BCETO JIUIIE OIIYIIEHUEM CHIIBHOTO TOJIOBOKPYKEHHUS, He MOAKPEIIEHHEIM
3PUTENTbHLIMY TaHHBIMH.

TeMHOTa 1aCKOBO 3Bajia ero Ha HOBOE CBUAHUE.

Koxy yxke He XKTIJ10, KaK €Il[é COBCeM HeJaBHO OT IIPUKOCHOBEHUI MOHCTPA, - HAallpOTHUB, OHa Oblyla
YCIIOKAWBAIOIIE MPOXJIANHOM, ¥ KAKOKU-TO JIETKUH, TOYTH He3aMETHBIN BeTEPOK HeXKHO 00BOJIaKKUBA
TEeJIO TTApPHS B IPUJIUIIIIEN K HEMY MOKPOM ¥ OTTOTO HECKOJIBKO IIOTSIKeJIeBIIeH ofexk e, IPUHOCS BCE
elé HaIPSKEHHBEIM MBIIIIAM HU C YeM He CpaBHHMOe 00JieryeHue U 3aCTaBIIsisd MeJIKUe Mypallku
TOJIIOM TpobGeraTh OT KOHYHUKOB IaJIbIEB 10 IO3BOHOYHHUKA, MOTOOHO MaJIeHbKMM pPa3psigaM TOKa.

CoBCEM PSIIOM YTO-TO 3aIIyPILNajIo, ¥ B COSHAHUHU TYT K€ Pa3[asiCs OTJIYIIUTEIbHBIM PEB, CBEPKHYIIH
B TEMHOTE TJTy0OKO ITOCaXKeHHbIe MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIE TJ1a3a, OLeHUBAIOIINE KEPTBY, OTBPATUTEIILHO
YaBKHYJIM 00pa30BaHHEIE CIIM3BI0 YEITIOCTH... OB KOPOTKO BCKPUKHYJI, PE3KO BCKIHYB I'0JIOBY,
TOTOBBIN O0OPOHSITHCS, ... IPOCHYIICS OKOHYATEIbHO.

OH nexarn Ha 3eMJe, JOBOJIbHO MSTKOM, YTOOR Ha Hel pocila KOpoTKasi, 671eflHas OT HeJOCTaTKa
CBeTa TpaBa, HO JOCTATOYHO IJIOTHOM ¥ TEMHOM, YTOOLI HE CYECTh €€ ITeCKOM, XOTh OHa ¥ OKpyzXKaJja
He0OJIbIII0e 03ePII0 C MepLAIIel 0T CBeYeHUS MIPUYYIIUBEIX PAaCTEeHUN BOMIOH I[BETAa OTMEHHOTO
BHUCKM. Ma/leHbKHE JTaCKOBHIE BOJIHEI, IIOATOHSIEMbIE TIOTOKaMHU BO3[yXa U3 Y3KUX Ile/leld B KaMEeHHbIX
CBOJIax Iemepsl, Kymaa yrogun OiB, HexKHO 0OHMMaJIX ero 3aKOBaHHBIE B CaHAA/IU HOTH, IIemya 4To-
TO THXO€ Ha IMOHSTHOM JIMIIIL UM OJHHUM SI3LIKE.

Kakmne-to MepIlarIilre KyCTUCThIEe PAaCTEHNA, PAaCKHHYBIITNE BOOJIb 3€EMJIK CBOU TOHKNE BETBHU CO
MHOXXECTBOM MEJIKUX 3eJIEHBIX IIBETOB, TO U JEJI0O BTOPHUIIKX KM, HalléBad YTO-TO MEJIOOUYHBIM
IIePpe3BOHOM KPOXOTHEBIX, ITOX0XKHWX Ha KPYXKEBHEBIX CBETIISIYKOB GYTOHOB.

HexoTs oTopBaB B3TJISM OT MOUCTHHE YMUPOTBOPSIOIIET0 3penuiia, 6marogaps KOTOPOMY IapeHb



yCiieurHo CMOoT 103a0kITh 000 BCEM Ha CBETE U HaIIPpOYh IIPOIMYCTHUII MOMEHT, KOT'Ja MUD IIepecTall C
YIIOEHHEM KPYXKUTHCA B TOIMHOTBOPHOM TaHIle, MEXAdHUK PEIINJII, YTO OBI7I0 OBI HETIJIOXO HAKOHEI
C06paTbCH C MBICJIAMHU U ITIPUIIOMHHUTD BCE, UTO IIPpOMU301IJIO C HUM C TOI'O CaMOI'o0 MOMEHTa, KaK OH
IIPpOBAJIKJICA CIOOa.

OpHako 9TO 0Ka3aJ0Ch He TaKOM YK IIPOCTOY 3ajjayel: naMsATh BO3Bpallajach HEOXO0THO, MeCTaMU
OTKa3bIBasiCh paboTaTh BOBCE, U, COUTS IIPABUJILHBIM JIaTh € elllé HeMHOT0 BpeMeHHu, OB CHOBa
HEHAaMI0JIT0 3aKPhIJI I'JIa3a, COCPeloTauuBasiCh Ha CBOUX OIIYIIEHUSX, YTOOH TOHATH, CMOXKET JIU
B0O0O11Ie BEIOpaTHCSA OTCI0fA UMM eMy IoTpedyeTcsl BpeMs Ha BOCCTaHOBNIeHHNe. BCckope OH, K
IIPEBEIMKOMY VIUBIIEHHIO, He 00HAPYKUI HUKAKUX CEePbE3HBIX HCTOYHUKOB G0JIM ¥, CTapaTeIbHO
OCMOTPEB CBOE TeJI0 Ha IIpeAMEeT IMOBPEeXAEeHNM, HAaCUUTall TOJIbKO Iapy He3HAaYUTETbHBIX CUHSIKOB,
HECKOJIbKO IJapaluH ¥ eBa 3aMeTHHIE CJIe[Ibl HelaBHUX 03KOT'0B, XOTS 110 CyTH YBEUHH MOIKHO OBIIO
OBITH HAMHOT'0 OOJIBIIIE ITOC/IE TAKOTO HACHIIIEHHOTO IafeHusl.

[To mpencTaBIEHUSIM ITaPHS, 3TO MOTJIO TOBOPHUTH JIMIITH 00 OJHOM - OH IIPOOHIT 3Mech 663 CO3HAHUS
IOCTATOYHO MIOJITO, YTOOBI PAHHI YCIIEIH 3aKUTh. BHITh MOXKET, IIPOIIIO HE MEHbIIIe HECKOIBKUX THEH
WM, YTO YK€ CTPaHHee, HEMeNb, BeIb He MOTJIO K€, K TPUMEDY, TOBPEXKIEHHOE 3aMSICThE CaMO
3aXHUTh Tak OBICTPO...

"WUnu morno?"
Torpa mouemy OH eIl€ He yMep OT UCTOLIEHUS?..
"Te0st MpaBAa 3TO Tak BOJIHYeT cenyac?"

B mo6oMm crydae Teso ero 6v110 60ee-MeHee 1LeJIbIM, IBUXKEHUST He CKOBLIBAIUCh TUCKOM(OPTOM OT
KaKuX-TM00 TeJIeCHBIX MIOBPEXKAEHUH, Ia ¥ pa3yM IIOUTH IIPUIIEN B MOPSAIOK, IIOCTEIIEHHO CKJIaAbIBas
pa3po3HeHHbIE OTPHIBKY B IEJTyI0 KAPTUHY, @ 3HAYUT HYKHO OBIJI0O KaK MOXKHO CKOpee MCKaTh OTCIofla
BBIXO[I.

OiiB cTapascs He fyMaTh O TOM, YTO €My XOTeJI0Ch OBI IIOJIy4ille U3YYUTh 3TO MECTO, B KOTOPOM OH
IIPOBEN YEPT 3HAET CKOJILKO BPEMEHU U KOTOPOE CIIEIIUT MOCKOpeH MOKUHYTh, XOTh OHO U BHITJISIOUT
BosiHe Oe3omacHbIM. Ero 3aHrMal BOIpoc, KaKUM Yy[IOM OH BOOOIIEe OCTAJICS B KUBLIX U II0YEMY TaK
CIIOKOMHO pa3roBapuBaeT caM C C000, HO OH PEeIINnJI OCTaBUTh IIOMCK OTBETOB Ha 0ojiee NOAXOopsIee
BpeMs, Ipe[IBapUTEeIbHO CIIUCaB IOCTIeqHEee Ha pacllaTaBIIAeCs MOCIe TIePeXUTOT0 HEPBHL.
[TepcnekTuBa COUTU C yMa B HEM3BECTHOM Kpalo, KOHEYHO, He pafioBaja, Ho 9TO Oblna camast
MeHbIIasl U3 eT0 HEIHEeIIHUX IPOo0JieM - 3TO OH YSICHUJI Cpa3y U HafoJro.

Ha 3apiBopKax CO3HAHMS YTO-TO HEBHITHO XUXUKHYJIIO, OyITO IIOATBEePXKAasi, YTO OH HUKOTMa elllé He
ObIBaJI B epepsrax MoXyXKe U BPsi I Ccpa3y coo0Pa3uT, Kak NelCTBOBATh IPU CIIOKUBIIUXCS
YCIIOBHSIX, HA YTO MEeXaHWK HEeBECeJI0 3aMeTHJI: KTO BhIIePKUBa/ afCKKe OYepenu 3a MaukoM u
0ecCOHHBIE HOYM B MAaCTEPCKOM, MUTAsICh OMHUM JIUIIL Pa00YuM 9HTY3Ua3MOM, TOT0 HUKaKas
HEU3BECTHAs XPEHOBUHA He TOOEUT, TyCTh laXKe He MBITAETCS - OH TOTOB KO BCEMY.

U ¢ stumu MeiciiaMu OUB cpesial nepBhle YBepeHHEBIe ard 110 HOBOU, COBCEM HEU3BECTHOU €My
3eMIie.

[TpuuynnuBele PaCTeHUST MEJIOOUYHBIM 3BOHOM OT3HIBAJIUCh Ha KaXK[I0e ero IBUKEeHNe, U3oaBast
XpPYyCTaJIbHO YMCThIe HEITIOBTOPUMEIE 3BYKHU - Y KaXK0T0 CBOM, HO HEM3MEHHO CIIMBAOIINECS B
TapMOHUYHYIO MeJIOfHI0, KakK OyITO MaJleHbKUI OPKECTD, eIl He YCIIEeBIINHM KaK ClIefyeT
cpaboTaThCsS ¥ OTPEMETUPOBATh HOMEP, BAPYT BHILIEN Ha CIIEHY X BOSHAMEPHUIICS BO UTO OBl TO HU
CTaJIO MOCTYy4aThCS OO 3PUTENIbCKUX Cephell.



BEICOKO ITOJHSIB TOJIOBY, MEXaHHUK CTaJl PA3r/IAOLBATh CBOIYATHIE CTEHHI ITEI[EPH], IOKPHITHIE CEThIO
TOHKHUX TPEINXH, U3 KOTOPEIX BESII0 MPUSTHON IPOXIafoi U IPOOUBaIKCh U3SIIHEIE 6IeqHEe T00ern
CTOMKOTO BbIOHKA. HepoBHAsi KaMeHHas I'pOMajia YXO[ua AajleKo BBEICh, Tyda, TOe cinabo
1100/IECKUBAIY [TOCTIENHKE MIJIACTEl BUIUMOTO CHHU3Y CBETSIIerocs MxXa, TYT ¥ TaM IIPUMOCTHBIIET0CS
Ha OTBECHBIX CKJIOHAX W 3aMEHSIOIero MEeCTHHIM 00MTATeIIM CBET 3BE3[ M COJHIIA.

JIuins ctousno OUBy MOgyMaTh, UTO 3[[eCh HaBEPHSIKA BOAUTCS KaKas-TO 2KUBHOCTb, BCTPETUTH
KOTOPYIO eMy Obl He 04eHb XOTEJIOCh - MOJI, IOKOPHO 61arofapio, 1o caMoe He X04y HaCMOTPEJICS
"3TaXKOM BHIIIE", - KaK COBCEM PSIIOM, B 03€pe, YTO-TO THXO 3alljIeCKaIoCh, 3a0UII0Ch B OCTOPOKHOM,
MI0O0MBITHOM CTPEMJIEHHH PA3TIISIAeTh YyXKaKa, 0TYero MeXaHuK IMOOIPHITHYIT Ha MeCcTe U, He CBOMS
IIPUACTAJIBHOIO B3IJISIa CO CIIOKOWHOU Ha MEPBLIN B3I BOLHOU IJIafy, MeIIeHHO CTall
npubnuxKaThcs K 6epery.

"Xouellb BEIXKUTH - IOMMal 3T0!",- IpHKa3aa0 YTO-TO BHYTPHU I'OJIOBLI, BEPOSITHO, HAKOHET]
IPOOYIUBIIHUICS TOJIOC pa3yMa.

PemruB, 4TO 3TO HemIOXas Uaess U HU4Yero 00JIbIe eMy He OCTAETCS, a BRIKKBATh 3I€Ch KaK-TO
HY2KHO, MEXaHMK TIIETHO IIOTIBITAJICSI BHICMOTPETh Ha Oepery CBOM MOTEPSHHLIM HOXK, HO KOTa
HEOII03HAaHHOE He4YTO BHOBb yIapUJIOCh O TIOBEPXHOCTh BOABI, MOJTHUEHOCHO BHIIIPHITHYJIO Ha CYILIy U
Kpyramu 3aberasio cpefy pacTeHUH, He U37aBasi HA 3ByKa, OH KaK OIIajesbi 6poCcuiics K
OnmuKaWIIeMy KyCTy U, BRIEPHYB ITePBYIO MOIABIIYIOCS Ta/IKy, BEICTABUI €€ mepen co0oit B KauecTBe
OpyXus.

W3 ropna cam co00# BEIPBAJICS OTNIYIIUTETbHBIN KPUK:
-UIU CIOMTA, TBAPIOT'A! TIOCMOTPUM, KTO KOI'O COXKPET!
U BCE 3aMepyio B TPEBOKHOM 0XKUIaHUHU.

OiiB cnbIlIal, Kak Tsxkesno OyxaeT ero cepille, MOJIOTOM OTHaBasiCh B BUCKaX, YyBCTBOBAJI, Kak
HAIPSTAITCS MEIIIIIL, TOTOBSICH ITPU ITEPBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH CHEJIATh CIIACUTEIbHEIN BHIIAM ¥ CPA3UTh
Bpara ("TsI mpaBOa gyMaelrb, 4To TebOs 3auuTUT OObIYHAS HanKa?"), KakK 3aMeJisieTcs JeIXxaHue,
IIOCTEIIeHHO MpeBpallasi ero B CKOIIJIEHHE TYTr0 HaTSHYTHIX HEPBOB...

Ho Huuyero He mpoucxomuio.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB UCITyTaBIINCh COOCTBEHHOTO TPeOOBaTEIbHbIM ypyYalllero K1UBOTa U He YBUIEB
OonbIlle HUKAKNX IPU3HAKOB aKTUBHOU XU3HU BOKPYT, OUB PEIINI, YTO CYLIeCTBO €My IPUBULETIOCE:
BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO Y HET'O Haydasics Opefl n3-3a rojiofa, COTPSICEHUS MO3ra UM KaKoi-HUOyab 3apasH,
TIOOXBAYEHHOU OT TOTO MPOKJIATOTO CTYCTKA COIJIEH... ¥, OBITb MOXKET, eMy BOOOII[e BCE 9TO TOIBKO
KaXkeTCs B IPeJCMePTHON arOHUY U BCKOPE BCE 3aKOHUUTCH...

YTO-TO TPOHYJIO €ro 3a IIKUKOJIOTKY, HO, Pe3K0 00epHYBIIKNCh, MEXaHUK HUKAKOI0 He YBUOE H,
PELIuB, YTO 3TO OBITIO MMPOCTO OAHO U3 pacTeHuii, 6eCCUIBHO OIYCTUIICS Ha TPaBy, CTapascCh
IIPUBECTH B TIOPSIOK Xa0TUYHO CKAYYIINEe MBICTH. I10my9anoch mioxo.

Brpyr mo aToro JUIb cierka 3yneBllee IPennieybe CIIOBHO 000XKTJIO OTHEM, ¥ KOXKa Kak 0yaTo
BCKWIIEJIa, TIOIIIa My3kIPSIMU, CPEOY KOTOPHIX ITPOBOPHO ABUTAIOCHh KAKOE-TO CYIIECTBO, OyTOPKOM
BBIJEJISISICH TI0]T PACIIIABISIONIeHCST TKAHbIO M OKAHYMBAsI CBOM IyTh B JTafoHu. OWB He yCIIen
UCITYTaThCS, ¥ TIEPBHIM €0 MMOPEIBOM ObIIO M30aBUTHCS OT HEKAAHHOTO ITapa3uTa MPU TOMOIIN
nexalen psmoM Majky, HO CTOUIIO eMYy YXBAaTUTHCS 3a He€ C HaMepeHUeM Kak CIeqyeT
pa3sMaxHyThCA... O HETO HOIIJI0, YTO PyKa BHITJIsAAe a abCoMI0OTHO HOPMaJIbHOM.



"YTO 3a YEepPTOBILIMHA TYT IPOUCXOAUT?",-TOAyMall TapeHb, HEIOBEPYMBO OCMATPUBast KOHEYHOCTD,
KOTOPOM, OBUT yBEepEeH, JTUIINIICS HECKOJIBKO CEeKyHT Ha3af...

9TO MeCTO HauMHAaJI0 CBOOUTH €T0 C yMa. EMy OQHO3HA4YHO CTOHMIIO MTOCKOPEX HAaWTH BBIXO.
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