TTox 3aXOsNIM KPOBaBO-KPACHEIM COJTHIIEM B0 MOPST CKEJIEeTOB LIEJI CTAPUK C MAJIEHbKUM
pebeHKOM Ha cnivHe. Ha ero nuie cBeTunach Temnas godpas yneioka. Takoi yKacHO KOHTPACTHEIH
o0pa3 oKa3kBaj CUIbHOE BU3ya/IbHOE BO3[IEHUCTBIE HA CO3HAHUeE JIF000T0, KTO ero Bumen!

OpHako, TaKO¥ CTPAHHAIM IeH3axk 0CTAaJICS COBEPIIEeHHO HEeNoOIleHeHHEIM. Te, KTO IPUXOOUTI CIofa, B
o01mecTBe OBITM JIIOABMHU CAMOTI'0 HU3KOT0 YPOBHS. Bce 6eCrmoOKOUINCEh TOBKO 0 cebe, YTOOB
3apaboTath cebe Ha Xu3Hb. HU y Koro He OblI0 BpeMeHU 6eCKOHEYHO B3[bIXaTh Hafl MpobieMaMu

OpPYTHX.

— Crapslit xpeH My, cyas 110 TOMY, KaK Tkl CETOOHS yabI0aelIbcs, TBOM ypoxKan Obln HermoxuM! Mt
TOXkKe paboTasu 3[ech yxKe MONAHS, He Oy[eT JIM CIIMIIKOM MHOTO IJISl Bac, €CJIM BB 3allJIaTUTE
HeOOIBbIION JOPOXKHLIM cOOp?

Tpoe MyKYWH BHIIIIN 13 POLIYM YBIOIINX [ePEBLEB, IEPEKPLIBas JOPOTY CTapUKYy. Y YelloBeKa,
BeIyIero Tpymny, ObUI AMHHLIM IIpaM Ha JIuIle, IPSIMO IIoCepeanHe, pasfesisas ero JIULOo Ha OBe
JacTH.

B ero pykax 6y1ecTes OCTPEIY HOX Pa3MepoM C JafoHb.
— IO JIu! Yo Tebe HyxKHO?!

Ynri6ka CTapPHKa 3aCThlJIa, OH IIOCIIEIHO ITIOMECTHII IEeBOYKY Had 3€MIJII0, W ITIOKPEITYe CXKall B pPyKaX
MOTEHITY.

PsmoM ¢ ManeHbKOW OeBOYKOM B KOP3UHKE JIe3Kajl0 HECKOJIbKO KYCKOB TBEPHOTO IIeUeHbs, U JleBOYKa
¢ MI0OOIBITHEIM ¥ HEBUHHBIM BHIPaXKeHHEM JIMIIa ITPOCTO CUMesIa Ha 3eMJie U ejla TedYeHbe.

— Bce mpocTo, MBI BO3bMeM OfuH cepeOpsHbIi KPpHUCTa/l B Ka4eCTBe IIJIaThl 3a IIPOe3[.

Yronku ry6 FO JIu u3orHynuch BBEpX. YBUIEB €T0 yxKacalolllee JIUI0, MaJeHbKas IeBO4YKa, KOTOpas
He TIJ1aKaja, JaXxe yBUIEB ropy CKeJIeToB, Hayaa OT CTpaxXa I'POMKO IIJIaKaTh.

— FO JIu! 4 Bupmen, Kak TH POC, ¥ TOT{Ia, KOTOA B TBOEM floMe He OBIJIO efIhl, 51 moMoras Bam!
[eJIAJICS CBOUM 3€PHOM C Balllell CeMbel, IoMoras BaM IIePeXXUTh TPYIHBIY IePUOf)!

Crapuk yka3san Ha O JIu u Tak BOJTHOBAJICS, UTO CJIIOHA JieTesla y Hero u3o pra. Yem Gosblile OH
CMOTPEJ Ha MOJIOLOT0 YeJI0OBEKa, TeM CUJIbHEE XOJIOHEeII0 Y Hero Ha CepAle.

FO JIu OBINT TAaKKMM MOCTYIIHEIM peGeHKOM, Korfa OblI MaJleHbKKM, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH BRIPOC U
CTaJl IepPBLIM Xy/IUTaHOM B iepeBHe. OH HaBHO CIIBIIIAJ, YTO €T0 PeryTalusd Ha ynulle Oblia IJI0XO0H,
HO My LIuH He oXuga, 4TO TOT HaleJIUTCS Ha Hero!

— Crapblil XpeH, pa3Be 5 KJIaHAJCS U YMOJISAI TeOs MOeTuTLCA 3ePHOM C Moel ceMbeli? KpoMe Toro,
MMEHHO IIOTOMY, YTO SI BCIIOMHMII Balry foOpoTy, s mpoly ¥ Te0s TONbKO OOUH KPUCTAII, IOTOMY
YTO y OPYTUX S IPOLIY IBa CepeOpSHEIX KpUCTalla.

XomnopHo cka3zarn IO JIu, kak GYJITO HHUYEero IIJIOX0ro B TOM, 4TO OH OeJjiall, He OBLIIO B006H.Ie.

— O...111!

My Lun OB TAaK 3071, YTO BCE €T0 TEJN0 ApoxKajo oT sspocTu. OH ThiKas B FO JIu mambiieM, HO CMOT
BBITIJTIOHYTH TOJIBKO 9TH [IBa CJIOBA.

— Crapblil XpeH, He BOJIHYHCS TaK, Oy[Ib OCTOPOXKEH, a TO yIafellb 3aMepPTBO, eClii He Oyaeib



[BIIIATH TPABUIIBHO.
[Boe OpyTHX MOJIOABIX JIIOfEN KeCTOKO YIBIOHYTUCH U CKa3au:

— Xa-xa, cTapmmui 6pat, He yTpyknaai cebss 601TOBHEN ¢ HUM. MEI lalii eMy IIaHC, HO OH 3TOTO He
xoueT. Ecu OH He IepefacT KPUCTall, MBl BO3bMEM ero caMu!

Bce Tpoe OblM U3 IBYX Pa3HbIX iepeBeHb. Bce oHU OBIIM caMBIMU O€CIIOKOWHBIMY XyJIUTaHaMHU B
cBoel mepeBHe. [ToHAYany OHU IIPOCTO UT'PAIK BMECTE, MOAIIyYNBaIN Hafl OPYTUMU U ITyTalu
OOBIYHBIX JTFOMIeH, HO KOTHa BHIPOCTIH, CPa3y ke 00beIMHUINCH ¥ Haya/lk BEIXOAUTH Ha Ipadex.

3aKOHBI UMIIEPUH, Ka3aJloCh, 3[eCh He MeHCTBOBaIM. 3eCh, Kak Obl HU OBITIO BEIMKO IMPECTYILIeHue,
II0KA HUKTO He Halafal UiIxd yOHBajl KOTO-TO U3 UMIEPCKUX BOGHHHIX, C TO3UIMK UMIIEPUK BCe OBITIO
xopo1ro. Bemp 3T0 MecTo OBIIO ellle ¥ TPaHuUIlel C 3eMJISIMU APYTOro POa.

OTH Tpoe yKe BKYCHUJIU IIJIOOH yCIIeXa U He MOTJIM OCTAaHOBUTHCS. OHU OBITM OUeHb OCTOPOXKHEL U
KaX[Iblil pa3 BEIOMPasIu B KauecTBe Le/u CIabbIX TPOTUBHUKOB. C UX CKYIHBIMYM HaBHIKAMU, OHU
ObLIM OBl MEPTBBIM MSICOM, €CJTM OBl OCKOPOUITH Hazke CBeKENCIeUeHHOT0 MacTepa 00eBEIX UCKYCCTB,
HE TOBOPS y2Ke 0 HACTOSIIIIEM MacTepe.

— 4 He otmam Kpucrasa KIMHKOB, TOJIBKO Yepe3 Mou Tpy1!

CrapukK SPOCTHO B3MaXHYJT MOTHIT'OM, BEIPazKeHUe ero Julla ObIJI0 peIIuTeIbHEIM. KpucTastisl
KnuuKkoB OBIJIO Upe3BbIYaliHO TPYMHO HaiTH. Kak mpaBuio, ero OBIJI0O TPYIHO HAMTH aXKe 3a ePUOf
oT 10 mHe¥ 1o MOJIOBUHEI Mecslla YCUIUU. A B loMe yKe He OBIIo 3epHa, ¥ 3TOT Kpucrann KinuHKoB
OBLLI 9KBHBAJIEHTEH IIOCJIeTHEeH HaJgexXne BCcell ceMbH Ha KU3Hb!

— ITpoknsATEIM CTapUKaliKa!

[Tocne KopoTKO¥ 60PHOLI U3 TPYAU CTapuKa BEICYHYJIOCH JIe3BHE MSICHUIIKOTO HOXKa, OKPaCUB ero
pyOalky B KpacHbIH IBET. [T03au HETO, JepKach 3a PYKOSATKY MSICHHUIIKOTO HOXKa, CTOSN psaboi
IOHEII.

Tpoe 6ecceprneyHbIXx MyK4KH J1erKo Hauuti Kpucrann KIuHKOB pa3MepoM ¢ puCOBOE 3ePHO B pyKaBe
CTapuKa, MPayHO PYTHYBIIKCH, YBUEB €T0 Pa3Mep, U MJIIOHYB Ha 3eMJTi0. [103KaloBaBIIMCh
HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl Ha pa3Mep KpPHUCTalia, Tpoe YIIIH.

MarneHbKas feBoYKa OCTalach CULETh PSOOM C TeJIOM CTapuKa, 0e3yTelHo prifasi. Heckonbko
CTEPBATHUKOB yKe KPYKUJIU Hal HUMH, a HECKOJIBKO 00Jiee XpabphIX faXe MPU3EeMITUINCH Ha
MEPTBBIE BETBU OKPYKAIOIINX [ePEBbEB, XOJOOHO TSI BHU3 U TOTOBSICh K CBOEMY BEJIMKOMY
IIUPILECTBY.

— IloitmemTe, MBI TIOJTYYUIIA B 9TOM MToe3aKe B 0011el cimoxHocTH 28 Kpuctannos KnuHKOB. B KoHIIE
KOHIIOB, HET He0OXOJUMOCTH UATHU U KOIaTh, 3TO TaK Iyno. Ham HyKHO TOJIBKO ITO0XKAATh U
3a0paTh IJIOMH.

FO JIu y1men, xomogHO yiaei0asich, IOMaHUB 3a C000# IBYX APYTHUX.

— Kaxkou Te1 Mympsid, bosnbuiou BpaT! 9Tu mrogu Komasnu, KakK UOUOTHL, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU
IIPOCTO CHETANu [ Hac TSIXKenyio padorTy.

Cka3zal mapeHb ¢ psgObIM TUIIOM, KOCHYBIIIMCEH HOXaA B pyKe.



— B mobom CilIy4dae, MBI OOJIZKHEI IIOTOPOITMTHECA U BEPHYTLECA B I'OPOI. 4 chmlman, 4To HUMIIEPHUS B
OnmuKariee BpeMs T'OTOBUTCA HAa4adThb BOfIHy ¢ IInemenem KnIHWHKOB,

C HeKOTOpHIM OECIIOKOUCTBOM CKa3al APYrod I0HOIIA.

— 4 pyman, uto yxke 20 et He 6b110 HUKaKux 60eB? [TloueMy BoMHA Hadanach Tak BHE3AMHO?
B 3amermaTensCTBe CIIPOCHUII I0OHOIIA.

FO JIu xomogHO yIBIOHYJICS M CKa3all:

— Ilnemsa KnuHKOB Ha caMOM [iejie IIPOCTO STHSTa, BhIpallleHHble uMnepuen. Crnycts 20 neT mepcTs,
KOTOPYIO Cpe3aiy B IIPOIUILIM pa3, CHOBA BhIPOCya. TakuM 00pa30M, IIPUILIIO BpeMs CHOBa CTPUYb.

YuutsiBasg pa3MepHl ¥ Mompb uMiepuy, [Inems KIuHKOB MO0 OBITh YHUYTOXKEHO OOHUM [IBUXKEHUEM
PYKH.

TeMm He MmeHee, Kpuctanmbl KIuHKOB, KOTOpEIe TPou3Bonuio IlneMs KIMHKOB, B UMIEePUH OBIITH
Ype3BHIYaHO NOMYIAPHEL. TakuM 06pa3oM, OHM He MOTJIM HEIIOCPeACTBEHHO 3a0uBaTh oBell. Ho
€CJIA Hy2KHO OBIJIO TPOCTO HEMHOTO TIOACTPUYD IIEPCTh, 3TO OBIJIO IPUEMIIEMO.

C opyrou CTOPOHEL, 5TOT palOH CUUTAJICS PaliOHOM 3a IpefefiaMu rpaHul. MMmnepus, Ha caMoM
mesie, He 3aboTunach 00 3TOM, ¥ COJILATH], IIOCIaHHbIe CIofna, ORI HOBEIMHU COJIaTaMu. Bo riase
BCEX HOBHIX COJITAT OBITM HECKOJIbKO CTAphIX, ¥ 3TO MECTO, B OCHOBHOM, PAaCCMAaTPUBAJIOCh KaK
TPEHUPOBOYHBIN ITOJTUTOH!

YTo KacaeTcs ConaT, KOTOphe He ObUIM 3a0UTH 10 CMEPTH Ha 1oJie 005 ITHEHKOM BO BpeMsi OpUThs
ero IIepCTH, TO UX HEMEJIEHHO N1epPeBONUIN Ha ropa3zno 6ojiee KPyIHOe U XKeCTOKOe 1oJie 604.

[Tnemst KMMHKOB CYUTAIOCh YACTHOM COOCTBEHHOCTHIO UMIIepUHU. TOT, KTO TOCMeN OBl IIOTPEBOKUTE
[Tnemst KMuHKOB, KOT{la OHY TIOCTIE CTPUKKY OBIIM Ccliabbl, HaB/iek Obl Ha ce6si THEB UMIepun!

9T0 MecTo, Ha caMoM fiejie, ObII0 caMoy TTy60KO0M YacThi0 MIMPOKOM PaBHUHEL. M3Ha4yabHO, 3Ta
0071acTh MpefcTaBsiia C060 HECPAaBHUMO OIPOMHEIN KaHbOH, CITyKallllii eCTeCTBEHHON I'PaHuLIel
MexXnay nByMs 3eMnsaMu. Ho mocie 6ecurciieHHOT0 KOJIMYeCcTBa JIeT, OH NaBHLIM-IABHO ObLJT 3aII0JTHEH
TpynaMu 00eUx CTOPOH.

[To Mepe TOTO, Kak yIiesbe 3aloIHII0Ch TelaMU, U3 Tell BOUHOB [1neMeHr KNMHKOB TPOU3BOAUINCH
Kpucranns Knuakos. [Tociie 0OKOHYaHUS CpaXkKeHWM apMUs BCerfla HEMeOIeHHO Bo3Bpalllaia
Kpucrannsl Knuakos. OgHaKo IOTHOCTEIO IOBECTH 3TOT IIPOIECC 10 KOHIA OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO.
Bcerga O6ynyT Kakue-TO IIPOMyIIeHHbIE (DparMeHTHL.

Taxkum 06pa3oM, JIIO[K CIef0BaIu 3a TPyIaMHy, rie 05 OHU HU ObUIH, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 IIoUadb C
TpynaMmu Oblla IPUMEPHO B IBYX JHSX XOOBOBI OT MOTPAaHUYHON TAMOXKHHU.

B 3TOT MOMEHT TpOe YCKOPUJIH IIaru U MOCHEIININ K IPaHulle.
"ODour! dour!"
3eMiIs BOPYT 3aTpsicliack, ¥ BO3AYX HAIIOIHUII 3BYK GapabaHoB!

Jlulla Tpex MoJpOCTKOB MIHOBEHHO 00 IeIHEe . JTO OBIJIO He 3eMJIeTPsICeHHe, 3TO Oblyia O0JIbIIas
apMusd Ha Mapiie!



[To3agu HUX B Hebo IMOOHUMAJIUCh OPEBHUE TEPEBBII. Ha OEePEeBhIX HE OBITIO JIUCTBEB, 1 OHHU
BRITITIAOEIIN TakK, 6YJITO 3aCOoXJIM JaBHBIM-TaBHO. HO Korga oHu OTJIIHYJINCh Ha3a[, JPEBHHUE NEePEBbS,
Ka3aJIOCh, OZKHMJIW, OHU TaHIIeBaJI U ObABOJIbLCKH IIOKaYUBAJIUCh.

MHorouucieHHbIe 60bIINe JepeBbs YIIall, ¥ BCe TPOe IPUIIIK B yKac, KOT[a YBUOENH, KaK
TIOSIBUJINCh HECKOJIbKUX COTEH TMTaHTCKUX 3Beped BeICOTOM 10 4xKaH. Y 9TUX CYIIECTB OBITH
IypIypHBIE KPUCTAIONOA00HbIE TeJla, OT KOTOPHIX PACIPOCTPaHsIOCh OTPOMHOE [IaBIEHHUE.

— BricokoypoBHeBrie conpaTel [Inemenu KnuHkoB! bexum!

Tpoe TyT Xke pa3BepHynuch u nobexanu. Conpatel [Tnemenu KnuHKOB mopomiy tak 6J1M3K0 K
rpaHulle, HO HUKTO U3 HUX He 3aMeTusi! M 1o 9TOTO HU y KOTO U3 HUX He OBIJI0 HU Majieyiero
IIOJO3PEHUS B UX IIPUCYTCTBUH, ITI0Ka OHU uX He yBupemnu! TonbKo YBUIEB UX, OHU YCIIBILIANN 3BYKI
UX IpuOnuKeHus!

"9T0 Ype3BHYaAHO CTPaHHO! ITO KpynmHOMacIiTabHas apMuUs, ¥, KpOMe TOT0, C TAaKUM KOIMYECTBOM
KPYIIHBIX COJIAAT TAKOTO pa3Mepa, faxe eClii OHU HajieKo, MBI IOMKHbI ObIJTA OaBHO UX 3aMETUTh!

Conpatsl IeMeHH KIMHKOB OBbITIM B THICSYe METPOB OT HacC, KOTfla MBI, HAKOHEll, YCIIBIIIany TPOMKIe
3ByKHU. Cyns 110 BCEMY, UX 3BYKU 3aMaCKUPOBaHE 4eM-TO."

B 510 Bpems 1O Jlu BHe3anHO [TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH KakK OYATO IOIy4YUs IpOoCcBeTiIeHue. [laxke
cracasicb 0ercTBOM, OH YMY[PSIJICS AyMaTh O CTOJIbKUX Belax!
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