Brinmo mpoxnagHo u TeMHO. KocTep u3maBa IPUSTHBEIM TPECK, CO3MaloNInil aTMocdepy yioTa u
HUCTOYHUK Tema. Kain cumen Ha moBajieHHOM OpeBHe U IepeBUral yKe pacKajlleHHbIe JPOBa
TOJICTOY KPUBOY MalKou. JITOK j1exkKam psagoM, YKPHITEA YEPHBIM IIJIall[OM MeYHHKa. Bo CHe eMy 4To-
TO MEPEITUI0Ch, U3-3a Yero oH 4acTo Opemuit. OgHako, mist AHmepcoHa - JIFoK He qOCTaBIIsI MPodaeM
cBoel 6ecrioMOITHOCTRIO. [Take Hao60poT - Kaii mposiBIIsiia U3MUIIHIOW 3a00TIMBOCTE. BO3M0OXKHO
3TO0 OBIJIO CBSI3@HO C TEM, UTO POBep SBMIAJICSA IOCTIENHUM YeJI0BEKOM B 3TOM pa3pyIIeHHOM MHUpeE, U
MEYHHUK He XOTeJl, YTOOBI OH UCYE3 C JIUIla 3eMIU. A MOXKET, OH HyKeH Obll AHIEpCEHY C KaKON-TO
Opyrou nenbo. [1o KpaliHer Mepe, 9TOTO MEI ellle He CKOPO y3HaeM.

B KycTax 4TO-TO 3allleBeInIOCh, 3aTeM 3BYK PE3KO0 U3[a/u JINCThS Ha JepeBe. Kallm ocTaHOBUICS.
[Tepectan meprath gpoBa. OTIOXKUI IANIKY B CTOPOHY. B3si71 KaMeHb ¥ OPOCHUI B TO MECTO, OTKYHa
11es1 3BYK. M3-3a TUCThEB IOKa3anach pyKa, KOTOpasi pe3KUM [IBUXKEHUEM ITepexBaTuia JIeTSIIH
cHapsm.

- A THI HEINOX, - IIPO3BYyYalJl I'OJIOC U3-3a JIUCTLEB. - Trl He TaKoH Kak JII0K, Pa3 Kugaellb KaMHHA
HaCTOJIBKO CHJIBHO, YTO MOZKHO CJIOMATb KOCTH.

B3arnapg Katina OB CIIOKOMHBIM U COBEPILIEHHO 0e3pa3nuyHbIM. Eciiu OBl CyIIeCTBO XOTEJI0 HalacTh,
AHJepCOH aBHO OBl MCIIONTb30Ba/ 3aKMHAHHUE.
- He Oynemns moctaBaTh Mey?

- 3auem? Trl He omaceH. MBI yxKe BCTpedasuCh BeOb, X TOTHA TH He IIPEeACTaBIIsAI HUKaKOU yTPO3HL.
Tak yero MHe 60SITHCS?

- Xex, - cymiecTBo yOpaso pyKoyu MelllaBllre BeTKHU U mepen KaimoM mokasascst 3Bepostiof. - Th
OEeHMCTBUTEJIBHO HE YeJIOBEK.

- Tol Ke TOT GUHPH(P C PEOKOCTHHEIM KOIIbEM, 5 IIPaB?

- KaTyma. Moxe1rb 3BaTh MEHS TakK, - 3B€POJIIO]] YJIercs Ha TOICTOH BeTKe. OH 3aKUHYJ HOTY Ha
HOTY, U TIOJIOKUB PYKY IIOM 3aTHIIOK, CTall CMOTPETh B HOUHOE HE(O.

- Ecnu T8I mputen no6ontaTh, TO I Tebs 3To OymeT mycTast TpaTa BpeMeHu. OMHAKO He [IyMalo, YTO

THI SIBUJICS CIOfla M3-3a AuUCKyccuil. Tebe 4TO-TO HYKHO?

KaTtyma momuan. Bosincs cripocuts. [IyMan, 4To ero nmpockba I0KaXKeTCsl 0CKOPOUTENTbHON UK
BO3MYTUTEJIbHOU.

- Hy? - motoponun ero Kaiin.

- Ckaxu. Ta Bofa, KOTOPYIO THI ajl BEIIUTE JIIOKY, ITocjie cxBaTKU. OHA MOXKET BHIJIEYUTH PYKY?

Kaitsm KoCEIM B3TJISIIOM IIOCMOTPeT Ha 06e300pakeHHyI0 PYKY 3BEPOJIIOfia, @ IOTOM C IIIy0OKUM
B3[I0XOM 3aKPHUI IJIa3a U IT0KayaJsl I'OJI0BOM.

- U Tonpko?



KaTyma cHoBa Mom4ai. Temepsb OT YOUBIIEHHUS.

- UToOH! BEUIEYUTH TBOIO PYKY IIOHAN00STCS pefKue TpaBhl. K TBOEMY cUacThio y MEHS yXKe eCThb
rotoBoe 3eibe. OMHAKO OCTAIOCh COBCEM HEMHOTO. JIIOK celiuac B KpUTUUECKOM COCTOSHUU. KOCTiOM,
KOHEYHO, MTHITAETCS eMY [TIOMOYb, HO PaHa CJIUIIKOM TIy6oKa.

- KocTiom neiTaeTcst moMo4b? YUTO Thl TaKOE TOBOPHUIID?

- Ero KocTioM, yHUKaIbHEINA. ITO HENpocTo 6oeBasi yHubopma. OHa obnafgaeT pa3yMoOM U yMeeT
pas3roBapuBaTh C HOCUTENIEM.  MOTY CIBIIIaTh, YTO VIBM rOBOPUT, HO UL 611arofaps 3aKIMHaHUIO.
CkombKO OHI 51 He TIBITAJICS C HEW 3aBECTU JUAJIOT, OHa He oTBedaeT. [IrTaeTcs pa30yguTh X0351Ha,
XOTh ¥ TIOHUMAaET, YTO cefdac 9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO. BripoueM, KaxeTcs, g CTaJl IOHUMaTh, I0YeMy BOPYT
“Prilfapckas Koanulysa” 3auHTepecoBalach 4eJIoOBeKOM. Telleps U s BUXKY, II0CJIe TOrO Kak
COCPENOTOYNI Marn4ecKylo aypy Ha riasax. YTo-To CTpaHHOe OKpyxXKaeT JII0Ka, ¥ 9TO UCXOOUT OT
KOCTIOMa. MeHsI HHTepeCyIOT JIUIIb ABa Bompoca. YTo 3TO TaKoe U KakK JIIONX OOCTUTIN TOf00HOT0?
9TO0 He Marus, HO U He CBSI3aHHO C TeXHUKOU. [IpoIre roBopsi, 4TO-TO HEM3BECTHOE.

-4ro? - KatymMa B HemoyMeHUU CMOTpen Ha Kaiina.
- Touno... 4 1 3a0EBL1, YTO TEL MaJIO Yero IOHUMaAaEIIh.

- Mue unTepecHO apyroe. OTKyna TH 3Haelllb HAll A3bIK? MHe paccka3ai ToMa, 4To JI0K I03Has ero
6rmaromaps koctioMy. Ha Tebe HeT mogoOHOM OfeX Ok, 3HAYUT TH KaK-TO IO-APYTroMYy y3Hall.

Kaiin cumen nepeOupait mankoi 6peBHa U MPYThs B KOCTPe. MOXKHO OBIIO ITOOyMaTh, YTO OH OYMaeT O
YeM-TO O CBOeM, HO 3TO JIHIIb 010 06MaHKoW. OH BHUMATEJIBLHO CIIyIIaa BOpoc KaTyMel.

- Hayuun oguH 13 TBOMX COPOOUYEN, - CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJI MEYHUK.
- Hayuun 3Ha4uT? - HEJOBEPYUBO BOIIPOCUII 3BEPOJIIOL.

Kaiin cospasn. Korga oH oTBe4as Ha BOIIPOC, TO He XOTeJI OTKPEIBaTh BCEU CYTHU. BripodeM, OT 3TOTO
OBl 3BEpOJIION He MOCTpajasl, ONHAKO TOHMMaHNe MUpa U3MEHUIIOCH ObI.

- TeI 94TO-TO HegoroBapuBaen. f mpas?

AHMIepCOH CHAvasla He CIIYCKaJ IIa3 C HCKPSIIEerocs OrHs, TOTOM IIOCMOTpes Ha KaTyMy Takum
B3TJISIIOM, CJIOBHO OH TaK ¥ TOBOPHJI, YTO JIyYIlle 3BEPOJIIONY He 3alaBaTh MHOTO BOIIPOCOB.
- Bipouem napiHO, MeHsT 9TO MaJjlo BOJIHYET.

- Ha, mpumu 370, - Kaitn npoTsHys 3BepoIiofly MaJeHbKYI0 QIIsKKY, KoTopas Oblyia 06epHyTa B
JUCThS. - [loney Ha paHy, Toe CujibHee OOJUT.

- A Kax xe...

- He gymai. [IpocTo ney, - oTpe3an MEYHUK.

KaTtyma 6bI7T BeCbMa MopaXkeH u o3amadyeH. OH He gyMall, YTO MEUYHUK [ACT eMY ITOCIIeIHUN Oy THIIEK.



Cnerka IpHUOTKPHIB €TI0, HOC 3BEPOJIIofia JePHYJICS M CMOPILIUICSA. 3anallok ObUI TOT ellle, OTHAKO He
TAKHUM 3JT0BOHHEIM, TI0 CPAaBHEHHUIO C ero 00e300pakeHHON PYKOM, OT KOTOPOH MTaXJI0 THUJIBIO.
HaxknonuB ¢GisKKy, 13 TOpJIbIIKa MeJIeHHO Hadalla CTeKaTh 3eJieHast XKUAKOCTh. COMPUKOCHYBIIUCH
C PaHOM, OT Hee CTaJl UCXOJUTD I1ap, CJIOBHO €€ BHUIM/IM Ha pacKalleHHOe 3Keje30. 3BepOoJIiofl pe3Ko
3aCKyJNJI, 3aTEM IIPUKPHIT POT PyKOM. Bomb, Cyns 1o BhIpaXKeHUIo ero Jinila, Obljla HEBHIHOCUMOU U
xkry4er. OH CHOBa CMOPILIXJICS, HO y2Ke He OT 3alaxa, a OT TO caMol XKrydecTH. [Jabbl XOTh KakK-TO
oTBneubcs, KaTymMa mpuKycusi cBoOOIHYIO PYKY, HO 6e3 ToNnKy. B 3T0 BpeMst Kaiinn ClIOKOMHBEIM
B3TJISAOM CMOTPEN Ha UCTSI3aHUS MOJIOMOTO 3B€POJIofa U He MpeanprHuMal Hudero. OH IOHUMaJI,
YTO HUYEM TyT He MOXKEeT IIOMOYb, 1la ¥ 00e300JIMBaIOIIero B KapMaHe y Hero He 3aBassijiochk. A XKaJlb.
BrinuB Bce uTo OB1710 BO ¢sire, KaTyma 0TO6poCui ee ¥ Hayasl Kpu4daTh YTKHYBIIUCh PTOM B
peqIeybe.

- [Tonro xe TH TepIiesl. YOUBIIEH, UTO TOJIBKO CeMYac TH Hadall KpU4yaTh, - YXMBUIbHYJICSA Kaul.

IMocTenenHo 6OJb CTala yTUXaTh. BrIpaxkeHue Nulla 3BePOJII0la CTAHOBUIIOCH 6oJlee pacciabieHHBIM
... Ha yOUBJIeHKe... yIoBIeTBopeHHEIM. OH paccmabui cBo# 3y0acThIi XBAT ¥ BHIHYI PYKY U30 PTa.
Ha Hel ocTanuch OTMETHHEI OT KJTBIKOB. ['e-TO maxke Cjierka IepeyCcepACcTBOBAaHHEIE. 3BEPOJTION
mernan riy0oKre BOOXU M BBIOXHM, @ C OMHOTO U3 ero 3y00B, CTEKaIM KaleJIbKH KPOBH.

- VnuBieH oH... 3TO Tak 3a0aBHO BHITJIANENO0?

- Monopern uto cuepxkarscs. KTo 3HaeT, Kakue TBapHu B Jiecy obuTaioT. HaM nuiitHee 3Bepbe, KOTOPOE
OTKJIMKaeTCs Ha OpayHble BOILIM, HE HYXKHO.

- CMmemIHo?
- K TBOEMY cozkaneHU1o, HeT. f caM Ipoxoau yepes mopobHoe. BriBano gaxe Xyxe.

- YTO MOKET OHITh XyXKe 3T... - 3BEPOJIION 0CEKCS, KOTIa IMPUCMOTPEJICS K IIOTHOCTHIO
mepeOMHTOBAaHHOM HOTe.

- IToBeph - MOXKET.

)%k

IepeBsiHHEIE IBePU PE3KO PACIaXHYIUCh CHIILHBIM TOTYKOM PYK MOJIOIOTO PHIIAPS. 3ajl, Kyma OH
BOPBAJICS, ObIT IIEPKOBHEIM. I10 60KaM CTOSITIA 3apOCIIKe JTUCTBOM JIaBKHY, a B IIeHTPe ObIJI0
BO3BHIIIIEHKE OTKYy/Ia TOBOPHII LIEPKOBHOCTYKUTENb. PefTraH CTOSITT MOJTYa U IePETUCTRIBaN OubIuio,
KOTOPYIO KOTAa-TO B3SIJI B 9TOM MecTe. BUTYC 0CTaHOBHIICS B ABYX MeTpax oT Hero. OH CHSJI ¢ cebs
IIeM ¥ KUHYJ Pelirany mop HOTHW. B riasax peillaps Ibljiai THeB. PeiiraH mepecTas JUCTATh
CTPaHULIBI, 3aXJIONHYJI ONHOX PYKOW KHUTY, a APYTroi MOJHSI C MoJjia myieM Bu3aHTHs U BCMOTPETICS B
HETO.

- 3Haemsb. Korga-To B 9TOM MecTe MONMUIKCH Mogu. OHYM MPUXOIUIIN CIOfa 32 COBETOM, OTIYLIEHUEM
I'PEX0B U MOJIUTBBEL. ITO MECTO OBIJIO TIOCTPOEHO MJIS CIYKEHUS CYIIEeCTBY, KOTOPOTO OHYM HUKOTTA He
BUMEJIU U He CIIBIIIANIK, HO OHU BEPUJIU B HET0. Bepunu maxke Torha, KOToa Mbl YHUYTOXKAJIK UX pacy.
9T0 MecTO OBIJIO YHKTOM Halllel BbICAAKU. 3[ECh, II0 CJI0BaM Pa3BeUYHUKOB YKPHIBAJIUCH CHUIIHI

TPOTUBHUKA. KOra MBI IpUTeTeNH, TO YBUIENH JIUIIb OJHO 3MaHUE - 3Ty IIEPKBYILIKY, B KOTOPOU MBI



ceryac HaxoguMcsi. Mo# ChIH OBITT TOTHA CO MHOM. Bo#as BHYTPh MBI YBUIETH MHOKECTBO O€KEHIIEB.
[Tpuka3s OBLUT OMMH - 3aYNUCTUTh IYHKT Ha3HaueHus. Torma S He MOHKMaJ, KaKOT0 9TO YMUPATh, HO
TIOHSIIT 04eHb CKOpo. OguH 13 OexkeHIeB UMes Ipu cebe Tak Ha3bIBaeMbIM 9K30CKeseT. LIBeTa oH ObIn
YepHOTO0, MPSIMO KAK HAIllK [OCIEeXH, HO TAKOH MaJleHbKHUH. 1 myMaJ, 4TO C OOHUM MBI OBICTPO
CIIPaBMMCSI, a 0KA3aJIoCh, YTO HET. MOH CHIH yMep MepBLIM. S He yCIielnl Tora JaXe OOCTaTh Med.
Cxaxu. Xopoiias i 3T0 6bl7la CMepPTh? MHOTHE TOBOPSIT, UYTO yMepeTh B 6010 OOJbIas Y4eCThb, HO OH
Maxke He yCIel HUYero CeNaTh, Kak ero rojioBa pa3fieTenach B menku. Torma s ¥ Mo3Hall, YTO TaKoe
CMEepTb.

- K uemy ato Bce?! - paBkHyn Butyc.

- K ToMy, 9TO Hafo OBITH TOTOBHIM KO BCeMy. THI PeInyI IIOUTPaThCS U mpourpas. He mpuman
HUKAKOr0 3HaueHus 00I0.

- 41 mor ero cxBaTuTh! {1 OBI BEIUTPAJ, €ClIK OH He...

- mmepaTop HapeeTcst Ha Te0s, - oTpe3an PeliraH. - He pa3oyapy# MeHs, - CKa3aJl OH U TKHYJI €T0
IIJIEMOM B TPYOb.

BusanTuit npomosyasn. TOMbKO UL CTUCHYIT 3yOBI, ¥ B3TJIAIOM YCTaBUJICA B 1oJ1. A PeiiraH yuiern,
0CTaBUB BUTYyCy IedasibHBIN OIBIT B3ATHIA U3 CBOET0 IPOIIJIOTO.

)k

MepnneHHO OTKpEIBAs I'1a3a, JIIOK YCIBIIIa TeHre ITHI, KOTOPhie 00RYHO ImebeTanu mo yTpy.
YyBCTBOBAI OH Cce0sT HEXOPOIIIO, a MOMKITABIINCEH TPUIIONHITEL TOJIOBY, €T0 TYT 2Ke Opocasio B xKap,
KOTOPEIH ITOTHOCTHIO OXBATHIBAJI TEJI0, CJIOBHO KMHYIIM IPSIMUKOM B TOpHUIIO. Takxke, He faBajia eMy
110K0s1, 60J1b B 001acTy XKuBOTa. OHA OBlIa HACTOJILKO CHIBHOM, YTO OH XOTeJ OBIJIO 3a0paTh, HO He
MOT, TIOTOMY 4TO B 3TOT MOMEHT ero IpeojoJieBaia BCEIIOTIIONA0INas ¢1a00CThb. [I0THOCThIO
TIOTJIOIIeHHEIN OO0JIBbI0, OH He 3aMeTHJI, UTO B 9TOT MOMEHT er0 KTO-TO HeC Ha CIIMHEe, KPeIKo
IPUBSI3aHHOI0 K HECKOJIBKHMM [OCKaM. YBHUIETh, KTO 9TO ObUI, OH He Mor. OT 9TOro onaceHus He
yO0aBHUIIMCh, XOTSI OH Y€TKO IIOMHHIJI, YTO B MOMEHT, Kor[ia Bu3aHTHii BO3HEC HAl HUM MeY, eMy KTO-TO
noMmor. [TosBuBImMiica U3 HEOTKyHa KaTyMa, 3aMeTus1, 4TO paHEeHBI TOBAPUII] BHE3aITHO IPOCHYJICH.
JI10K 3BepOsTiofia CHavasa He mpu3Hasl. HeckoIbKo pa3 IpUIYPHUBIIKNCH, ¥ IOMOPTaB IrIa3aMu, OH
CMOT PacCIIO3HaTh B 3BePOJIIOle 3HAKOMEIE, IpucyIinre KaTyme, uepTel. Bce Takoi e phIZKEBOJIOCHIH,
CJIOBHO JIUC, OMHAKO PyKa, KOTopasi HeKorfa Oblyia mepeduHTOBaHa, Oblla CBOOOIHOM OT MOBSI30K U K
TOMY 2K€ BBITJISIfIeNIa OHa JTyd4Ille, YeM B IIPOIIIIA pas.

- Jii, MEYHUK, TyT YeJI0BeK IIPOCHYJICS, - CKa3an KaTyma, mornsasiBas Ha CMOPIIeHHOe NUI0 JIoKa.

- 3Halo. A YZ&Ke IMOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH Ha4all TPEIIbIXaThCs Y MEHS Ha CIIUHE.

- MoxeT octaHoBuMcsA? IlepegoxHeM B KOHIIE KOHIIOB... Tl y2Ke ero BTOPOX Yac 6e3 0CTaHOBKHU
Be3elllb Ha CIIKHE.

- Be3 Tebs 3Halo, - mpoBopYasn Kain u TyT ke 0CTaHOBUJICS.

HakoHeIl TpsiCKa 3aKOHYHIACh ¥ JIIOK CMOT 0CMOTPEThCS. HeoXumaHHO [ HeT0, OHU HaXOOUIIUCh



YZXKe He B IXKVHIJIIX, MECTHOCTh KOTOPHBIX Onlta OJIHOO6p83Ha, U B MOMEHTaX IIOX0XKad Ha
Hel'[peOJIOJ'II/IMHﬁ J'Ia6I/IpI/IHT - d Ha paBHHHE, IIOJTHOH ITBETOB U TPABHI.
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