CBeT mMpOHU3HIBAJI IOMEIEHNE CKBO3b UIIIOMUHATOP KOpabyis U Mmafal MpsiMo Ha CIsiee auIo. JIok
IIOMOPIIHXJICS, 3aBbLJI, MEAJIEHHO OTKPBIJI COHHBIE TJla3a U MOTUXOHBKY MOJHANCA € mocTenu. OT Hero
cMep[esio IPsIMO Kak 0T 60M2Ka, HO er0 HOC yKe JAaBHO IMPUBHIK K MOJOOHBIM SIBIIeHUSIM. [TogHSB
PYKH Haf FOJIOBOM U CJIOXKUB UX B 3aMOK OH IIMPOKO OTKPHIJI POT ¥ 3a3€Bajl HACTOIBKO 'POMKO, YTO
OBLIIO CIIBIIITHO JaxKe U3 3alepTol KaloThl. 3aTeM HEMHOTI'0 IT04YaBKaB IIOBEPHYJI I'0OJIOBY B CTOPOHY
TyMOBI CTOSIIEeH PAOOM C KpoBaThio. Ha Hell jexkas KuHXKaJl, Jie3Bhue KOTOPOro ObIJIO CAenaHo u3
OTPOMHOT0 KJ/IbIKa BapreHa, CaMOfAeNbHBIM KOMITaC U3 HUTKY U UTOJIKY, U CTapas, moTpenaHHas
BpeMeHeM, KHura. Ero pyka mOTsHYyJIach K Hell KakK BAPYT OTKphLIachk gBepb. Ha mopore crosna Jlona,
ofeTas B JIeTKoe, CBOOOOHOe B IBUKEHUX, Oelioe maThulle. B pykax ¥ Ha rojoBe OHa fiepxkala
IepeBSIHHBIE TAPEJIKU, Ha KOTOPHIX OBIIO YTO-TO OTHAJIEHHO HaroMuHalollee GpykThl. Ee moBKOCTH
MOZKHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO I103aBUI0OBAThH.

- Hero Tak [OITO CIUIIL? YKe MOJEHD, a TH ellle He ell. [laBail UM B 3aJ1 U MTOKyLIal, IOTOM Oymeltb
YUTaATh CBOIO KHATY! - HEMHOT'0 ITOLIATHIBAsICh TporoBopuia Jlona.

- Kaury, Jlona, Kaury-y.

- He npupupaiicsa! {4 Bce paBHO B 3TOM MaJjio 4ero nonuMaro. Jlydiie unu yxe 3a cTojl. Bce maBHO
II0EJIY, a THI ellle faxe He ofesics, - cka3asa Jlona. BHe3anHo oHa y4ysiia 3amnax, II0X0XUY Ha
npotyxmue (GPYKTH BIEPEMEIIKY C 0BOIIaMy, HCXonamui oT Jlioka. - YU-u-u ma, upu Ka yMoucs, a To
oT Te0sI CMEepOUT KaK OT cTaporo Baprexa...

JII0K HaKJIOHUII TOJIOBY K JIEBOM IMOOMEIIIKE YUYsiI IO Cejle HEMPUSTHBIM 3allaX, KOTOPOTO OH He
3amMedaji, ¥ CMOPIIUJICS, CJIOBHO AepKall BO PTy Iapy JOMTHUKOB TUMOHa. HageB cTapuie
IIOTPeNaHHbIe ITAHB ¥ B35B C 000 KMHXKAJ, KOTOPHIU jiexkajl Ha TyMOe JI1OK BHIIIEN Ha YIIUIY U
TI0IIIe]I B CTOPOHY npyda. [Ipyx 2Ke, HaXO[UIICS Hellofaieky oT Kopabisg. Bcero muinb B 5 MUHyTax
XOTBOEL.

Ha ynune 651710 TpekpacHo. B Bo3gyxe Besisi0O CBEKECTHIO ITOCIE NOXK/g. A TIeCHOIeHNe IMTUIl OBLI0
CTOJIb IPUSITHBIM, YTO ITPOCTO XOTEJIOCH IIPUIeYb, 3aKPHITh I'Mla3a ¥ HaclaXmIaThCsl TapMOHHUEH.
EnuHCTBEHHOE ITOYeMy 3TOT0 He chenas JIIoK, Tak 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO OT HETO CMEPEIIO 3a KUIIOMETP.

Mex mepeBbeB yxke BumgHescs npya. OH OblT BecbMa MaJeHbKUM, OMHAKO B HEM BOOUIOCH JOBOJIBHO-
TaK{ MHOTO PBIOBL. 3a 4Yac [0 yKUHa, prl0aKu-3BePOJIIONbl IIPUXOAAT CIofa MOPHOaYUTh U MOTIECTH
0aliki MaJIeHbKHM CHIHOBBLSIM. B IONIMEHs Ke 30ech 0OBIYHO HUKOT'O HET.

JItoK, CHSIB C ce0s BCIO OOy ¥ MIOPa3MsB IJIe4aMu, HEIPHYJ B BOMY, YTOOBI CMHITh C Ce0s
HETIPUSTHHIM 3anax. Boma Obinla, Ha yIUBIEHUE, TEIJION. BCIITEIB HA TOBEPXHOCTDL OH MTEPEBEPHYIICS
JKMBOTOM BBEPX U ITPOCTO cMOTpen B He60. OHo OvlI0 cBeTIO-roy6oro 1BeTa. Hap ero romoBoi
napunu oby1aka ¥ rmapa JIeTaloIuX OCTPOBOB C KOTOPBIX CBUCAJI0 MHOXKECTBO JIMaH U KOPHEHN
MHOT'OBEKOBEIX IEPEBLEB, KOTOPHIE, 110 BCEX BUAMMOCTH, COXPAHUIIUCH ellle CO BpEMEH YeJIoBEeYeCTRa.

be3MaTexXHOCTE.

B mbicnsx JIoka 3By4dasio KMEHHO 3TO CJI0BO. OHO OJTUIIETBOPSIIO PACIBET IPUPOMLL. YeloBeEK HE
TIOHMMAJI TIyOMHY TOTO, YTO TBOPHUJ. «HeyKemu Mbl 3aCIyKUIK MOO00HOM Kaphl? - TOgyMal OH. -
Heyxenu npupopa pelmnuia u30aBUThCS OT HAC UITH JKe 3TO ObLIM MPOUCKY U3 BHE? - 00pa3bl aHTeIa-
0g00HEBIX CYIIIECTB ITPOKPYYHBAIKCH B TOJIOBE. - KTO OHU, 9TV KPHITAThIEe CYIIEeCTBa?»



Bre3zamHo y Gepera 3ameBenuIuch KycThl. JIIOK 9TOro He ycrbiman. M CHOBa IIeNecT NUCThEB. YkKe
yyTh rpomMue. ETo yX0 IepHyI0Ch, HO OH OCTABAJICS CIIOKOeH. OOBIYHEIA YeJI0BEK y2Ke BCIIOJIOIINIICS
Obl, OIHAKO Halll repoy ObLI, KaK 0Ka3ajI0Ch, He U3 NYTJIMBHX. BriOpaBIeecs U3 KyCTOB 0Ka3ajoCh
coBceM 0e300ugHBIM. OTO ObLT 0OBIYHEINM KPOJIMK, Ha TOJI0BE ¥ KOTOPOT'0 POCIHN POXKKHU. Ero
MaJIeHbKHE TEMHBIE TJIa3a UCIIYyTaHHO CMOTPEIH B CTOPOHY YeJI0BeKa. YIIKU KPOJIMKA 3alIEBETUITUCE,
BCTAJIM Ha OBIOI, ¥ OH yM4YaJicsi 06paTHO B JIEC.

U cuoBa menect. Ha 3T0T pa3 3To OBLI KOE-KTO IOKPyIHee KponuKa. OT Hero OBUIM CIIBIIIHEL
HETOPOIIJIMBEIE IIary. JIT0OK HACTOPOXKUIICA ¥ IOTUXOHBKY CTaJl HAllPaBIAThCS K HOXY, KOTOPHII
ocTaBun y 6epera. B3siB ero B pyKu U KPENKO CXKaB B KyJlaKe OH BHUMATEJIbHO CTaJl OCMaTpUBAaTh
MeCTHOCTb. [Ipomuio 5 MunyT. HukTo He Bhimiesn. lllenecT He mpekpalluaics, a 3ByKHU LIaroB He
OTHAJISITIUCh ¥ He CTAHOBUJIUCH IPOMYE. ITOT KTO-TO He Hapywwan guctannuu. OH 3Hau, 4To JIIoK
HaCTOPOXKUIICA U3-3a Hero. «15... Het, 10 maros. OH OepXKUT OUCTAHIINIO. ITO TOYHO HE 3BEPb.
Ipyroi Obl yKe Halal, HO He OH. ITOT YMHBIH.» - TofyMaJ mpo cebs JIIoK ellle Kpemde CxKuUMas
KUHXKaJl.

- JI1o-10-10K! - IIOC/bIIaiCs XXeHCKuH rojioc. - JIio-1o-1ok! Trl roe?!

«TBoto Math! Jlona, Te6s TYT ellle He XBaTao!»

JIroK BHE3AITHO KMHYJICS K CBOEH OfleXK[ie He OTPHIBAS B3TJISIA OT MECTa, THe ObLT CIIBIIIEeH MIeIeCT
nuctbeB. Ha MrHOBeHbe. JINIIb Ha MTHOBEHUE OH YBUIEJ TOpYaBlllee U3-3a JepeBa U0, KOTOPoe OT
MAaKYIIKY 10 Hoca Obljla CKPHITO KaIIOMIOHOM. TOT, 0CO3HAaB, UTO ObIJT 3aMeueH OBICTPO YCTPEMUIICS B
r1y0b neca.

- JIiox! Hakoser s Hamta Te0s! Yero tak gonro? - 3aBopyarna Jlona ciaydaiiHo yBUAEB CTOSIBIIETO K
Hel cruHoM ronoro JIroka. - Bay... A y Tebs u BIpaBay HET XBOCTa...

- Tet He Morya OBl OTBEPHYTHCH. ..

- AX ma, IpocCTH, - MaJleHbKHe YIIKX BCTaIu ABIOOM, a Ieyku JIoel BHE3aMHO IT0PO30Beu. - Mor Ob
U [IpeNyIIpeuTh B KOHIIE KOHIIOB! - BO3MYTHIIACh OHA.

- OTKy[a 5 3HaJl, 4TO Thl TaK OBICTPO Halelb MeHs?

- 9TO He 0O3Ha...

[Tpo3By4asn BOM MOHOCHBIIEHNCS IPSIMO U3 IocenneHus. JIoma 6bIcTpo mobexkasa Tyna. JIIoK Toxke He
MelKaJjl. BRICTPO HATSHYB LITAHK M 00YBb OH MI'HOBEHHO PUHYJICS IPSIMO 3@ HeH, IOMYyTHO HageBas
Ha cebg oCTaJIbHOe.

[ToceneHue HaXOOUIOCh OKOJIO 'POMafgHOT0 Kopabiisi. OH ObIT OCHAIIEH KPYITHOKATHOEPHBIMU
IyJIeMeTaMH, IEeCThI0 APTUUIEPUHCKUMHU OPYIUSIME ¥ JBYMS 3€HUTHO-PAKETHRIMY KOMIIIEKCAMH.
MocTuK OB TOTHOCTHIO 3apKaBeNblid U Pa30uThiit. Ha Kopmyce Gblyla BUOHA MOTyCTePTast HafMKUCh
Charles-5. 9ta 6aHgypa Morya OBl C IETKOCTh PA3pYIIMTh LENTyI0 HEPEBHIO, BOT TOJTBKO OHA yXkKe
MaBHO CTOMT Ha OMHOM M TOM K€ MeCTe, PXKaBasi, 3apOoCIasi 3apOCiIIMH, MXOM U JIaHaMH, 10
KOTOPHIM C JIETKOCThI0O MOXKHO OBIIIO 3a6paThcst 4o caMoro 6opTa Kopabis. M Beob HEYIUBUTEIIBHO.
MHOT0 BpeMeHH YTEKJI0 C TOTO MOMEHTa. Mopsi Ha 9TOM MeCTe yXKe MaBHO HeT.



Boii, KOTOPBEIY JOHOCUJICS U3 NOCeIeHus npekpaTtuscs. [1o Bo3Bpaiueruto Jlona u JIoK yBugenu
MHOKeCTBO puHpuhoB. ONHU CTOSITIU CTPOEM BO rj1aBe ¢ ToOMOH, a M03aAu HUX OBIIO TIOCETIEHUE.
Ipyrue xe ObIIM Ha ITPOTUBOIIONIOXKHON CTOPoHe. OHU He ObIIM BOOPYKEHHI, a ec/iu Obl ¥ OBITIH, TO HE
cMoriiu OBl CpaxaThCs, T.K. BEITJISIENIM OHU YCTaJIO U MOAaBieHo. Y 60Jblilei YaCTH 3BePOJIIofiel
ObLTM ¢ co00M MeIKH, 3aBsi3aHHbIe Ha KOHIIaX MasiokK. OHKM HUYeM He OTINYaliiCh OT IPOCTHIX
Oexen1ieB. ToMe M0YeMy-TO 3TO He HPaBUJIOCh. EMy He HpaBUIOCh, YTO OHU BTOPIJIMCH Ha €T0
TEPPUTOPHIO U TeM OoJiee B TaKOM KonudecTBe. Ha ymuiie cTosin myM u raMm. ToMa u ero cras
pBEIYa/Id ¥ HELOBEPYUBO CMOTPENIM Ha 3BEPOJIIONOB, KOTa Te JaXe He MOTJIU COIPOTUBIIATLCS.
BHe3amHo U3 TONIMH BhIIEN OONUH U3 6exeHieB. OH OB OET B pBaHYI0, OT IIOPe30B, omexknay. Ha Bup
He OblT cTapire ToMBI, HO ¥ Ha IOHIIa TOXKe He OBl I0X0XK. JIeBas pykKa Oblna mepeOuHTOBaHA
OOBIYHOM IOBSI3KOM U TOfBellleHa Ha YPOBHE I'PyAu. B mpaBoii xKe 0H KPENKO CKUMaJl CTpaHHOe
OrecTsiliee KOIIbe - CBepKalolllee MeTallIn4eCKoe IPEBKO C BOJTHUCTOM I'PaBUPOBKOM Ha KOHIlE
KOTOPOTO OBI SIPKO-OPaHKEBbIM KPUCTAIMUECKUM HaKOHEYHUK.

- MH IpUIINY ¢ MEPOM! - IIPOTOBOPUI 3BEPOITION.

«Kaxk xe malIoHHO ITPO3ByYarno...» - IOAyMall B 9T0 BpeMs JIoK.

- KTo BHI 1 0TKy#a?! - ockanuB 3yOsl BOpocui ToMa, He CIIyCKas I'71a3 C TOJIIHL.
- {1 Katyma u3 mepesHu Becnyp. Mul He XentaeM BaM 371a!

- Konu He XKenaerte, Tak BanuTe foMou! Ham 3mech HOBBIE NTUIla He HYKHBI!

- Ham HeKkyna Bo3BpalaThCcs... - KaTyma OmycTHII TOJIOBY U CJleTKa MpUKycul ry6y. Tomu oT 3710CTH,
TOJIX OT Iedanu. JIuiia He OBII0 BULHO. - Hally mepeBHI0 apy Hefesb Ha3a YHUUTOXKUIIN
3axBaTyuKu!

«3axBaT4yuKU?» - nogymaln JII0K, CKpeCTUB PYKU Ha IPYOH.
- OTKyna MHe 3HaTh, YTO Bl He Te caMble 3axBaTyuku?! Jlydine BajguTe 110-XOPOIIEMY!

- TOMA! - BckpukHyna Jlojia, CMOTPS Ha HET0 CKBEPHBEIM HENIPUATHBEIM B3rJIsAgoM. - Tel 4T0?! He
BUMIUIIb, YTO OHU [aXKe He BOOPYXKEHHI?!

- Jlomna, He BMeIlIuBaucs!

OHa Hapy/a IMEeKU TaK, KakK 0OBIYHO JelaeT, KOrAa e 4TOo-TO 3allpelaroT, TOMHYIa HOTOM U YIIIa K
Kopaliio. KaTymMa cMOTpes Ha Hee TaKUM B3TJISIIOM, CJIOBHO XOTeJl CKa3aTh Ccracubo, HO He MOT, T.K.
3HAJI, YTO 3TO HE MOHPABUTCS NTUAEPY 3MEIIHEN CTaHu.

- Eciu He X0THTE IPUHUMATH HAC, TaK MPUMHUTE XKe NeTel B CTaw!

- [Ipomty, - HacTOMYUBO CKa3as KaTyMa, TOHYJ KOIIbeM O 3€MJII0, KUBKOM YKa3bIBas Ha CBOIO CTalo,
He OTBOIS IIPX 3TOM B3TJIsiAa OT TOMEI.

Ockan ToMbl mepeMeHUIICS B 3aAyM4YUBOCTb. OH MeTasl B3I/ BO BCe CTOPOHBL. ET0 BrIpakeHue
JIAIAa MEHSJIOCh C KaXI0U CEKYHIOU.

- CHUMM TIOBSA3KY C pyku! - motpeboBas OH, BHUMaTEIbHO BCMAaTPUBasCh B BIpaxkeHue nauila KaTymsl.



OpHako oxupaHus ObUIM JajieKu OT peajbHOCTU. KaTyMma cTosin Hemokone6umo. B ero rinasax G510
abcomoTHOe crioKolcTBUEe. HaKoHel OH OTHall KOIbe PSIIOM CTOSIIEeMY 3BEPOIony. MeneHHO
MIOTSIHYJICS IPaBOM PYKOU K IOBsI3Ke. Pa3Bsi3al ee, He OTphIBas B3rJIsgga. BUHTEHL yIiaau Ha 3eMITI0
PSAoM ¢ HoraMu. ['masa y CTOSIIIUX HAlIPOTHB 3BEPOJIIONOB IIUPOKO PACKPBUIMCEH OT YAUBIIEHUS U
oTBpalieHus. ToMa e OXKUfaa YBUOETD JIETKUE Iope3kl UK Boobire Huyero. CoMHeHUS ObUIH
CTEepTH], KOTTla OH yBUAEN JIeByi0 pyKy KaTtymel. OHa Oblia BCS B KPOBHU. [ Ie-TO BUOHEIOCH
IIOYepHEBIIee MSCO, a TOe-TO U BOBCe He ObUIO mepcTu. BmecTo Hee Obiyia 00yrieHHas koxa. OH
110703Basl K cebe OMHOT0 U3 3BEPOJIIONIOB, YTO-TO LIEITHYJ Ha YX0, KOCO BCMATPUBAsICh B
IIOCTPafaBIIyio PyKy. TOT HeMenJIeHHO KUBHYJI, ¥ OBICTPO OTIIPABUJICS B IIOcejieHue. Yepes mapy
MUHYT OH BEPHYJICS CO CTAaPUKOM, Y KOTOpPOTo Oblyia AyiuHHas cefas 6opopa. CTapuk MenjIeHHO
nopoien K KaTyMe, mmpe OTKPHUI r1a3a, IPUCMOTPencs K paHe. OH OBIJI0 XOTeNl JOTPOHYThCS, HO
3BEPOJIIO]] PE3KO OTBEJI OT HETO PYKY.

- He 0Goiics, - cKa3an cTapyK U CHOBA MOTSHYJICA K pyKe. HeMHOro Ioilynas, OH IloKaydaJs I'0JIOBOY 1
BepHYICA K Tome. - Bce Kya cepbe3Hee, 4eM BBHITTIAUT... - IPOTOBOPUII CTapukK. - Ecnu oH xo4eT
BBIXKUTD, TO IPUMIETCS €€ OTCeYb.

- MoXKeT 51 CMOTY TIOMOYb? - MIOATSIHYJICS K pa3roBopy JIok. - [Tomo6HOe MOXKHO BEIJIEUUTD. [IpaBaa
HY2KHO OymeT MHOTO 4ero oteickath. Kcrtatu! UTo ThI pemm mo noBony 6exenues? He gymaio, 4To
OHH JITYT.

HeMHoro mopa3MsIiisgs, ToMa KHBHYJT OCTalbHLIM GeHprudaM, YTOOH T€ YCIOKOUTHUCE.

- MoxeTte mpoxoguThk! Ho TONMBKO IOCMeNTe, YTO-HUOYOb BEITBOPUTE, U f...

- Bymet Bam, BoXab. He myMato, 4T0O UM eCThb [€eJI0 A0 YIPO3, - BCTYIUJICS OOUH U3 3BEPOJIIOTI0B.

- JIagHO-1aHo.

Y ycraBmux 6exkeHIleB Ha JIMlle 3aurpana yneoka. OHU meperisHyIuCh U IouutH Buepen. Katyma xe

cTosint Ha MecTe. OgHAKO ero B3y Oojiee He maman Ha Tomy. OH IpUCTaNbHO CMOTPEN Ha JIoKa,
BhIpaxKkas sBHOe HemnpusaTue. [1o KpaliHell Mepe Tak nogyMa JI1oK, KOTrfia uX B3TJISObl IEPECEKIIUCE.
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