B mepeBHH, mon Ha3BaHMeM Kpurt, ponuncs ManeHbkuit puHpud. Ero oTel OB BOKIEM, KOTOPOTO
BCEe yBaxXKaJlyd ¥ Mo4YuTanu. Ero MaTepbio Obllia KpacuBas XKeHIIWHA C CepeOpHUCTHIM IIBETOM BOJIOC,
yireit u xBocta. Ha3anu oHU cBoero ckiHa Tomoi. OH OBIJT 0OUeHb CMBIIIJIEHKIM MasblloM. B cBou 4
rofla OH XOTeJI BMECTE CO CBOMM OTIIOM OXOTUTHCS Ha 3Bepe, 4TOOH II0Ka3aTh BCEM HACKOJIBKO OH
ocobenHsIi. OTell ero He OpaJi, Be[b 3TO OLIJIO OMTacHO, OmHaKo ToMy 9To He ocTaHaBnuBano. OH
TaKOM XOJXJI 38 HUMH B JIeC, YTOOH IOCMOTPETh KaK BOXKAb U OCTaIbHEIE 0XOTATCS. Eciu eMy 4To-
TO HPABUJIOCh, OH CTapa’siCs CTPEMUTCS K 9ToMy. 2KaKa Mo3HaHKU M CaMOCOBEPILIEHCTBOBAHUS He
flaBajia eMy OCTaHOBUTHLCS. CIyCTs 7 JIeT, mocie poxaeHus ToMEI, y Hero mosiBUiiach CeCTpa, U 3Bajid
ee Mwua. OHa 6osbIle moxoxKa OblIa Ha OTIA, HEeXKeJW Ha MaTh. [Iociie ee mOsIBIIeHUST PONUTEIH
ctanu 0oJIbllle yAeNsaTh BHUMaHUe I0YepH, a He ChiHy. OgHako ToMa U Tak ObUT He IIPOTUB, BEOb OH
CMOT TIOJTHOCTBIO OTHATHCS cebe caMoMy.

Hetu ¢punprdoB ouensb 6rICTPO pacTyT. Hampumep Toma B cBou 7 NET BHITJIsSAAeN Ha 16, 1Mo
YeJI0BeYeCKUM MepKaM. TakxKe OHU pacTyT He TOJIbKO (U3UYEeCKU, HO U B YMCTBEHHOM IIjlaHe. ToMa
K TOMYy BpeMeHU OblJI yMHee HEKOTOPHIX CBOMX CBEPCTHHKOB. OH OBLI BEIAAIOMIMMCS MaTbYUIIKOM.
Bce BpeMs 4TO-TO BHITBOPSIII.

B omuH mpekpacHBIN IeHb, OH CUMIEN Ha TpaBe u fenaln cebe TyK. BOpyr K HeMy mopoIia MajeHbKast
IeBOYKa epKaBllas B pyKax CTPaHHYIO JIEHTOYKY. [locMOTpeB Ha Hee OH cripocuit: — Yero tebe?

— A 4TO THI iefTaelllb? — CIPOCHIIa IeBOYKA CJI0XKUB PYKU Y ce0s 3a CIIMHOM.
— JIyk, — otBeTusn ToMa, He OTBJIEKAsCh OT fefa.

— JIyk? O, g 3Haw! C nOMOIIBIO HETO ellle 0XOTATCSA! — CKa3ajla JeBoYKa CMOTPS Ha TO Kak ToMa ero
menasn, — A Kak Te0s1 30ByT? — IIOMHTEPeCcoBasach IeBOYKa, IIPUCEB PSIOM C HUM.

— Toma.

— A meHs Jlona! O4yeHb MPUSTHO TO3HAKOMUTHCS! Oii... UyTh He 3a0blia CIIPOCUTE, a CKOJIbKO Tebe
7eT?

— CeMb.
— Vx TrI! A MHe 11€CTB!

— Yero? 4 651 gan Tebe 4 roma. Cnyirait, a TH He Morjia OBl He 3aCJIOHSTh COJIHIIE? — MOMPOCHUIT
Toma.

— W3BuHU.

IleBouKa BHITJISIEIa TPyCTHO, OyaTo OBl 0OHa Oblna coBceM ofHa. CoOpaBIIKCh YXOOUTD Y JIOJIHI
BHE3AITHO BETPOM YHECJIO Ty JIEHTOYKY, KOTOPYIO OHA TaK KPEINKOo fepzKalia B pyKax. YBUOEB 3TO,
Toma HeMeIeHHO moiMar ee u otgan Jlome co cmoBaMu: — [lepxku u 6OJIbIIe He TePSH.

B rnazax Jlosnel, MasbuuIKa OB CMBIIITIEH U I[06p. OH He OBIJI MOX0XK Ha OCTaNbHEIX. HO II04YeMy OHa
BRITJIAOEJId OO0 CHUX II0D paCCTpOGHHOfI? Bce gemno B TOM, 4TO KOTa ee poouTenn OTIIPABUIIACH Ha



0X0Ty OHU mmoru0mnu. [IeBoYKa OCTajach OJHA U He 3Halla YTO AefaTh Aanblie. K cyacTeio ee
IPUIOTHIIN, HO [0 CUX IIOP Ha [yIle y Hee ObIJIO TOpe, KOTOPOe IIPOCTO TaK He UCYe3HeT. Y3HaB 00
atoM, ToMa 3axoTen et momoub. OH CTasl ee BECENUTh PAa3HEIMU CIIOCOGAMU M Ha yAUBIIEHUE 3TO
IIOMOTaJI0. B ria3ax eBoYKy IOCTEIIeHHO MCYe3alio Tope, a Ha ee MeCTO IPUXO0guiIa PagocTs. Bot
TaK ¥ Hadajach Apyxk06a mexny Tomou u JIomoi.

Onu pmonroe BpeMs IIPOBOOUIIM BMeCTe. ToMa y4ul ee KaK Hy>KHO OXOTUTHCS, @ OHA TOTOBUJIA EMY
BCSKYI0 BKYCHSITUHY, KOTOPYIO Hay4uJsach fAejlaTh Y CBOUX HOBBIX pogutenei. HekoTopsle
MaJIbYUIIKY faXe OPa3HujIy UX, MOJI OHHU Ta ellle Tapodka. [IpaBma IOTOM OHU IOJIy4Yau JIF0JIel OT
TOMEI.

Opnaxpsl Korga ToMa OTIPaBUJICS Ha 0XOTY, OH 3aMeTHI CTPaHHBIE CJIe[bl, He IIOX0XKue HU Ha
OfHOro 3Beps. CTylas 10 HUM OH HaTKHYJICS Ha MaJIeHbKOe 03ep0, Y KOTOPOro Cufiesa
CBETJIOBOJIOCAs feBymIKa. OHa IOKa3anach eMy CTPaHHOU, Be[b V Hee OBUIM CTPaHHEBIE VI U
ofleXk/a, a XBOCTa ¥ BOBCe He ObIT0. PermuB He mpuOnukaThes K Helt, ToMa coOpasncs yXOOuTh, Kak
BIPYT IIOCTIBIIIAJICSA KPUK. DTO KpUyasa fgeByiuka. OHa cMoTpesa B CTOpoHY ToMel. OH mogyMai, 4To
ero o0HapyXKuIu, O0HAKO BHE3AITHO IOSBUBIINICS IIayK U3MEHHUTI CUTyallnio. ToMa He XOTell
BMeEILIMBaThLCS, OOHAKO COBECTh He M03BOJIsAIa eMy OPOCUTh KOT0-TO B Gefie. Bynb oHa maxe He
¢buHpHUd, OH BCE PABHO PEIINI I0OMOYb. HaTSAHYB TETUBY U MPUIENTUBIINCE B ITayKa, OH BHITYCTHIT
CTpeJly IIpsIMO eMy B rosioBy. OHa 3ajieTesia ITayKy IpsIMO B 3aTHUIOK. BHe3amHo OH nepecTal
IOBUTATLCS U ymai. [leBymiKa Oblyia YOUBIEHA, TOMY 4TO ee craciau. OCMOTPEBIINCE OHA HUKOTO
6onbiie He yBupena. [ToHsB, uTo ToMy He 0OHaAPYXKWUIK OH, C 00JIeTYeHNE, BHIIOXHYJT X HallPaBUJICS
o0paTHO B EPEBHIO, UTOOH paccKa3aTh O MIPOU30IIE/IIEM B JIECY.

Kosner mepBou 4acTH.
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