— JItok... JIOK. HpOCHI/ICB, — HEeXHBIY KEHCKUU r0JI0C, MeJIbKAIOIIUM 3X0M B ronoBe JIioKa,
3aCTaBJIAJI €TI0 IIDOCHYTHLCA.

Ou nexarn 6e3 Co3HaHUS B 04eHb KPUTHUYECKOM COCTOSTHUM U uIlb Ornarogaps MBu u ¢uHpudam
JXKU3Hb He TOKUHYJIA eT0 ¢ KOHIIaMu. B To BpeMs Kak 3a HUM yxaxkuBasa Jloja CHapyXu, TO BHYTPU
Hero 6oposnack MBu. OnHaKo B €r0 CO3HAHUY OBIT ellle KTO-TO... KT0-TO, KTO He faBajl eMy IIOKOSI.

IToxa JIok OnlI 0e3 co3HaHusa, ToMa CTall HOBLIM BOXKIEM U CO CBOEH CTael OH CMOT BEITHATb OCTATKH
Bapros ¢ kKopabs. OmHO K3 ero IepBHX pelleHui, ObIo mepedpaThCs U3 AepeBHU B TaHKED. [la, 9TO
MECTO BesJIO y2KacoM, OOHAKO OHO OBIJI0 0ueHb xopoimM. Hemopmaneky ot kopabinis Oblia peka,
KOTOpas Bejla MPsIMO K OIPOMHOMY BOZIOIIfly, @ TOT B CBOIO 0O4Yepe[b BIlafian B 03epo. M3-3a MeCTHOTO
OroMa TaHKep Ka3aJiCsi He3aMeTHHIM, a IT0YBa 3[eCh OblIa ¥ BOBCE IJIONOPOAHOM. OrpoMHOe o0unue
TPaB, IIOMOT'aJI0 2KUTEJIAM GBICTpee HAaXOOUTH Hy}KHbIe WHTPEOUEHTEHI OJId JIEKapPCTB.

B 3T0 ke BpeMs opranu3M JIioka 6oposics. Ero 6ynro 661 0TpaBuIn, HO Ha CaMOM Jiejie BCe OBII0
Kypa mpoire. B cxsatke ¢ TanyHoM, KpoBb JIf0Ka cMelllanachk ¢ KpoBblO Bapra. Bce nmpousonino toraa,
kKorpma TanyH, CBoMMHM KpPOBaBEIMU KOTTSIMH, paHui ero. Ceiidyac, B CBOeM IOACO3HaHUH, JII0K
«0OpeTCsI» C UCIBITAHUEM CBAJIUBIIEMCS Ha HETO.

— A? I'me s1? — 3agancs BornpocoMm JII0K, CTOSIBIINY IMOCPEaU TEMHOM, MPaYyHOM KOMHATHL.

— T®l B CBOEM TIOACO3HAHUU, — CKa3aJjl JKeHCKUH I'0JI0C, JOHOCSIINICS HETTOHATHO OTKYAa.

Bopyr nepen JltokoMm nosiBuiach feBymka. OHa Oblyla OueHb 1oxoxka Ha Mappu. Takue ke CBET/IBIE
BOJIOCHI ¥ Kapue rja3a, HO YTO-TO B Hel ObUIo He Tak. byaro OBl 3TO BOBCe U He OHa.

— Mappu? — He3afa4IuBO COPOCHUI JIIOK ¥ JeBYIIKH.

— Xouellb, MOTY OHITh €10, @ MOT'Y ¥ HET, — OTBETHJIA IEeBYIIKa IIPEeBPATUBINKCE B GuHPHDA. Y Hee
OBbLTM TEMHBIM KOPOTKHE BOJIOCH], TEMHO-CHHEE TJIa3a a ¥ XBOCT C YIIIKaM¥ OBIIM TOXKEe TeMHEHbKHE.
ComHeHu# He 05110, 370 Jloa.

— Crom, kak? — ynuBuics JIIOK 3TOMy CTpaHHOMY ITPeo0pakeHwuIo.

— 4 Bce mory! Mory maxe nepeHecTH Hac B Ipyroe MeCTo, — IIeNIKHYB MajibllaMy, KapTHUHa
CMEHHUJIACh U OH yXKe HaXO[UJICS B CBOEM KBApTHUPE.

— ... loma? — He Bepsi CBOUM IJla3aM, IpoulenTa JIokK.

— JIa! Ecmu TH X04elllb, MBI MOXKEM OCTaThCs 30eCh M HUKTO HaM OO0JIbllle He ITOMeIllaeT, — U CHOBa
IIPeBPATUBIINCH B MappH, [eByIlIKa CTala Me[JIeHHBIM IIIaroM MOOXOOUTE K JII0Ky. — DTOT MU
xkuBoi! 3meck He ObIT0 anmokanurncuca! OctaBaiics! — MOOOUAS B IIJIOTHYIO, HEZKHBIM I'0JIOCOM



CKa3adJla OEeBYIIKAd, IIOCJIE YeTr0 3aX0Tela II0IIEJIOBATh JItoka.

— [Ia... 9To OBINIO0 OBI TPEKpPacHO... — IPou3Hec JII0K MOAJaBIIACh UCKYIIeHHIO AeByIIKU. — Ho... Th
HepeasbHa... 9TO Bce... rpebaHas Uimo3us! — mevyaabHO, HO B TO 3Ke BpeMs TBepao mpousHec JIokK.

BHe3anHO CTeHH B KBapTUpe Hadall TPSICTUCH, CIIOBHO HA4aloCh 3eMyIeTpsiCeHue. [leByIiKa
MCIyTasach, a TOTOM U BOBCE PACTBOPHUIIACE, IIOCTIE YET0 CTEHHI, BRIXOASIINE Ha YUY, Pa3PYIIUIUC
1 JIIOKy OTKPBUICS MpayHbIi B, Ha Pa3PYIIEHHEIM TOPO, [TOCIIe allOKATUIICKUCA, B KOTOPOM OH XKHUJI.

— JI10K, — TOCHBIIIANCS HEXKHBIM TOJI0C HeBOYKY, JTeT 12, KOTOPHIM MSATKO JOHOCUIICS K3-3a eT0
cnuHbl. O6epHYBLINCE JIIOK HUKOTO He YBUAEN, KaK BAPYT OH OTKPHIJI I'1a3a yKe HasgBy. Psagom, Ha
CTyne, crana JIoma, a KOCTIOM Jiexkasl Ha CTosie. ITombITaBUIMCh BCTATh OH OIIYTUI OCTPYIO 6GOJb B
nede. OCMOTpeBIINCEH BOKPYT, JIIOK OKa3ascs B KaloTe. M3 unmoMuHaTopa, B KOMHATY, IPSIMO Ha
IIBETHI, CTOSIIIINE PSIOM C KOCTIOMOM Ha CTOJIe, ITafiajl CBET. BHe3amHo B KOMHATY Bolen ToMa, 4ToOb
nogMeHuUTh JIoy, OMHAKO OH He 0XKHUMAaJl YBUAETh yKe ouHyBIIerocs JIoka.

— O, TaK TH OYHYJICS! — CJIOXKUB PYKU KPECTOM U OIIEPEBIINCH Ha CTEHY CKa3al ToMa.

— IIa, TOJIBKO THUXO, a TO Pa30ynuM, — cKa3as JIIoK yKa3biBas Ha CIsuryio Jlomy.

Korpa JItok BCcTan ¢ kpoBaTy, ToMa peLIn AaTh €My OfeXKOy CO CII0BaMU: «ITO KOHEYHO He TBOU
KOCTIOM, HO XOTh YTO-TO.» — IIOCJIE€ Yero 00a BHIIIIKA U3 KAIOTH. Y TOMBEI BO3HUKIIO MHOXKECTBO
BOIIPOCOB HacyeT JIoKa: KTO OH, OTKyZa U I104eMy IIOMOT.

— TBoeMy OTIIy g y2Ke 0TBeYasl Ha moJo0HkEIe BOIIPOCH. HayHeM ¢ TOro, 4TO 51 — 4YesioBeK. Pogumncs B
JloupoHe... X0Ts TEL HaBePHOE BCe PABHO He [IOMMEIllb.

— Tak u ecTb... {1 He 3HAI0, KTO TaK¥Me YeJIOBEKH U YTO 3TO 3a MeCTO — JIOH/IOH.

— He uenoBeku, opyr Mo, a moau. ITpocTo Oblsla Takas paca...

— bBrina?

— Ia... brina.

— Hy u 4yTO0 cny4yunocs ¢ Bamu?

— Jlromgu... Jliogu BeiMepnu. OCTanuch TOMBKO S ¥ Mappu. BoT TONMBKO S He 3HAIO I'Ie OHa cerdac.
— He 3Ha10 0 KOM THI, HO Xkejai0 Tebe HAUTH ee.

— Cnacwubo.

— KcraTtu! HenonaHeKy €CTh OOHO MeCTO, KOTOpPO€E, MHE KaXKeTCs, g OOJIZKEH ITI0Ka3aTh Tebe.



JIt0Ky CTaJlo MHTEPECHO, T03TOMY OH COTJIACHJICS IIPOUTHCH BMecTe ¢ ToMol o Hero. CIycTs 4ac,
OHM TTOJHSIINCh Ha CKJIOH ¥ 00a YBUEIH OTPOMHBIN, Pa3pyIIeHHEIH BpeMeHeM ¥ IPUPOIOoH, TOPO,
KOTOPHIY TaK CUIBHO HAlOMUHAJ JIOHIOH.

— JTH PyUHHBI MBI 06XOIMM CTOPOHOM. Bce KTO Cloma XOausI, BO3BpAIaauch 06e3yMeBIIUMHU. THI
3Haelb 3TO MECTO?

— [loxoxe Ha TOo, — CcKa3aJ JIIoK OTIIPABUBIONCE B CTOPOHY I'OpPOOa.

CnycTs napy MUHYT, BOUOs B ropof, JI0K cTan 3aMedaTh 3HaKOMEIE 10 601y ynuiel ¥ 3nanusi. Ha
nyiie y Hero 6ynTo Obl ObIJT KaMeHb, KOTOPHIM Tak IIPOCTO He CABUHEIh. PaccMaTpuBasi KaxXabli I0M,
JItok Bce Gombie 1 60JIblle BCIOMUHAI O IPOIIIOM. BHE3AMHO OH YCIIBIIIaN CTPaHHbIH 3BYK, OYATO
OBl KTO-TO pa3be3xkas Ha MaunHe. [Totom JII0K CcTasl CIBIIaTh TOJI0Ca, HO He ONUH OH IOABEPTCs
stoMy. ToMa ToKe 4TO-TO yciblman. [Togoias opyT K ApyTy mo6auxke OHU CTalIu UATU OCTOPOXKHEeE.
Bre3anHo 4TO-TO HaYasno MeNbKaTh, CJIOBHO KTO-TO ITEePEKI0Yall KaApel IPSMO [Iepef UX Iria3aMy,
Kak BApyT ToMa u JI10K yBUHeIN HEYTO, YTO ITOBEPTJI0 060X B IIOK. BCce ymullbl ¥ 3maHusi ObIu
IL[eJIBIMU, a 110 TOPOAY XOOWIM JIIOAU U pa3be3Kajld MalluHbL. JII0K He MOT II0BEPUTh CBOUM TJla3aM.
OH maxe mopyMal, 4To 3TO COH, HO VIIMIIHYB cebs 3a PyKy JIIOK IOHSJI, YTO BCe HasABY. ToMa ToXe
He MOT ITOBEPUTh CBOUM TJia3aM. [Tomo6HOTOo OH elrle He Bupen. ONHaAKO BCe 3aKOHYHUIIOCH B TY XKe
CEeKyH[y SIpDKOU BCIBIIIKOM CBETA, IIOCJIE Yero Hadaslo 3eMileTpsiceHue. JIIoou Hadyanu KpudaTh OT
cTpaxa u Oexany CJI0Ms TOJI0BY KTO KyZa. JIIOK CTOsJI Ha MecTe U He MOT IBUHYThLCS. BO3MOXKHO 3TO
CTpax 3aroBOpuJI B HeM. Kak BOPyr u3-3a yrja Belexajla MallliHa, MYaBIIasiCh IPSIMO Ha HETO, HO
IIPOMAS CKBO3b, TAJUTIOLMHALIUAS MCcUe3a. ['opof CcTal TeM 4TO U GBI 10 3TOT'0 — MEPTBBIM. BoT
TOJILKO Korfia oH 06epHyscs, ToMmsl He Ob10. OH Mc4ye3. BHe3anHo u3-3a CIMHE JI0Ka OCTIBIIIANCS
T'0JIOC IeBOYKHM, KOTOPEIN 3Ban ero. [fIocMoTpeB Ha3af JItoK yBumen ToMy, B 061MYuM BOJIKA, HO YTO-
T0 OBUIO0 He Tak. OH cMOTpen Ha JIfoKa rojIofHEIM B3r/IsA0M. JII0K Ke He MOT NOHSTh, YTO
IIPOUCXOJUT, KaK BAPYT Ha Hero HaOpocuscs Toma. BHe3amnmHo JI10K ouyTHiCS B IOCTeNU. PamoM, Ha
cTyne, cnana Jlona. I3 uioMrUHaTOpa, B KOMHATY, IPSMO Ha LBETHI, CTOSIIIKE PAAOM C KOCTIOMOM
Ha CToJie, ITafasl CBeT. BApyr B KoOMHaTy BXOOUT Toma U yBULeB O4yHyBIIerocs Jlroka, ropoput: — O,
TaK Thl OUHYJICH!

HpOJIOJ'I}KeHI/Ie ciegyer.
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