['mopust mMomHSIACh CO CBOET0 MECTa, CKa3aB, YTO YCTajla, ¥ BHYTPEHHEe Mpo6opMoTasa, KPUBS YTOJIKK
pra.

"Torma Temeps TBOSI 04Yepenb CIIyCcKaThCs. Tk, 4epToBa cobaka".

omKHO OBITH, OH YYBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 yBepeHHO, MTOKa He IOIUIN ClIyXu. HecMOTps HY Ha 4TO, 3TO OBIN
UeanbHbIM IyTh, CO3NaHHBIY [[eHOU BPpEMEHHU, U B HETO BMeIIaJICsl IOKOMHLIN UMIIEPATOp U JaXe He
Kainien. Tem He MeHee, C 3TOT0 MOMeHTa OPYHY IPULOETCS IOTPYLUTHCS, €CJIA OH X04YeT 3alllUuTUTh
3TOT IyTb.

"Ecu TH Ipefallb ¥ yObelllb UX, Thl JOJIXKEH 3alljIaTUTh 3a 3T0".
"TIpoctu?"
"Het. Huyero ctpaisoro”.

OTBeuas MpuABOPHOY HaMe, ['mopus yiaeIOHYIach U IPUIOKUIIA YKa3aTebHbIH 1ajel K rybam. Ha
3TOT YCIIOKAXBAIOUIUY XKEeCT IPUIBOPHAs JaMa IIy00KO MOKJIOHUIIACh U MOCiefoBaa 3a
UMIIePaTOPOM, KakK OynTo HU4Yero He cibimasna. Korga ['mopus Ita mo KpacHOM KOBPOBOM IOPOKKe,
YKpallleHHOW 30JI0TOM BHIIIIMBKOM, OHA 3aMETHJIa OTKPHITOE OKHO. [IeHb OBIJT HACTOJILKO XOPOII, YTO
ocnemnsan. OHa THXO TPoOOPMOTAasIa, BCIIOMHUB cjIoBa KaiieHa, Korga oH mo3aboTHIICS O TOM, YTOOBI
[lnaHa He ToMoOraja Ha YaeluTUHU.

"Termeps TBOS o4yepensn".

Ckanpan ¢ KatieHom 6ymeT pacrpocTpaHSIThCS ORICTPEe, a CTOPOHHUKY JliomeHOepra, yeIUHUBIINECS
B CEJIbCKOM MECTHOCTH, C 9TOI'0 MOMEeHTa Co6epyTCs C CUlaMu U OyIyT CTPEMHUTHCS 3aHSATh MECTO
psAmoM ¢ uMIiepaTopoM. MOMEHT, KOTfia BlIusiHNE JpyHa ocjiabeBajio B BEJIMKOM CMYIIEHUHU OT TOTO,
YTO UMIIEPATOP, CIYIIABIINN €Tr0 KaK KPOTKYIO OBEUKY, TEIlePh OTBEPHETCS OT HETo, OBI UAeanbHON
BO3MOKHOCTBIO.

'd momxeH OyAy mpeciiefoBaTh U HOOLITH BCe NOKa3aTeNIbCTBa, YTOO JOKa3aTh, YTO OH CTOUT 3a
CMEPTHIO OTLIA ¥ UYTO €ro IOoCIefoBaTe/ln IPhI3YT UMIIEPUI0, KaK YyMa, IIPU 3TOM fejas BUM, 4TO BCe
[eNalT pagyu UMIEepun'.

Kak TOJIbKO OHU YBUOSAT OPYTYIO CTOPOHY JPYHA, KOTOPHIH MPUITOXKUII BCe YCUIMS, YTOORI IIOTHSTh
CBOY MMM/ XOPOIIETO YeI0BeKa Yepe3 BOJIOHTEPCKYI0 PaboTy, mojoBuHa MMepun 0TBEPHETCS OT
HEro.

'I3Ha4Ya/IbHO JTIOAU CKJIOHHBI BUMIETh TOIBKO TO, YTO XOTSAT BUAETh. ITO OYEBUIHO, KOTTIa CJIBIILIUIID,
KaK OHU BOCXBaJISIOT OpyHa, KOTOPHIM Ka3HUII repuora JlromeHbepra, oTpaBuil UMIepaTopa 1 youn
ITOKOMHOI'0 MMIIepaTopa.

' - momymara I'mopusi, BEITUPAs POT THUIBHOW CTOPOHOM JIafJOHHU.

Croponnuku KaiieHa CTaHYT [i7ig Hee CUJION, HO 3Ta CUJIa B KOHEeYHOM uTore He GymeT ee. [loka
Kaiien nmomoraet el OTTeCHUTHh EpyHa, OHa AOJIXKHA 3apy4YUTHCS OAOEPKKON Hafle?KHOT 0
CTOPOHHUKA.

[Toromy 4TO Hamm ¢ To60M OTHOILIEHUS HE[OITOBEYHEL U B II000OM Ciy4ae NPUBENyT K MeCTu".
['nopus mopzkasa ry0sl, IBITasiCh UTHOPUPOBATH MIyILCUPYIOIIEee OIIyIIeHue, Uayllee U3 TIyOUHH ee
cepnua. OHa BCIIOMHHUIIA, Kak KalieH ¢ MUION yNbIOKOM MOI[e/I0Bajl ThIJIbHYI0 CTOPOHY €€ PYKH, HO B
CJIeLyIOIIyI0 CEKYHY MOMbITanach yoemuTs ce0s, YTO OH OB BCETO JIUIIb €€ NEeJI0BEIM ITIapTHEPOM,



KOTOpBIfI caoeiiai 3To C onpeueneHHoﬁ IeJbIo.

'3HAYMUT, 9 DOJIKHA BEIKOBATh CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO CUITy, YTOOH He UMETh 3HAUEeHHU s, KOT/ia ThI
yHUOeus'.

['nopus cxkana KyJlakKd ¥ BCTIOMHMJIA CIIMCOK BOPSIH, KOTOPHIM OHAa 3allOMHMIIA, YTOO IPOBEPHUTD,
MOTYT I OHU CTaTh CUJION UMIIepaTopa.

Kak u mpeqmnonarana I'mopus, cinyxu pacnpoCTPaHUINCh TaK OBICTPO, CJIOBHO Y HUX OBLIM KPBLIbS.
"Bramesnslel ra3eT, DOIXKHO OLITH, OYEHE B3BOJIHOBAHEL",

Kak TONbKO OHa IIPOCHYIAch Ha ciepyoiiee yTpo, I'mopus 6pocuia ra3eTy, KOTOPYIO YuTaja, Ha
cton. [Ipenmonaranock, 4To ra3eThl OyAyT CIOCOOCTBOBATH PACIIPOCTPAHEHUIO HH(DOPMALUH, HO
ITPOBOKAIMOHHEIE 3aT0JIOBKY ObUTH e¥ HempusaTHHEL. Korma ['mopust mouyBcTBOBaIa ce0s1 HETOBKO,
6apoHecca bepH 0TI0XuIa Ta3eThl B CTOPOHY ¥ 00BSIBUIA O BU3UTE JPYHA.

"Mapku3 BCe BpeMs IIPOCUT Bac O BCTpeue, HO..."
"Mmx."
"[lomKHa 74 S CHOBa OTKa3aTh eMy?"

Bupns HepemuTenbHOCTh bepHe, ['mopust MPoCTO MOJI0KKIIA B POT KycoueK (hpPyKTa U CTajla ero
JKeBaTh. B 3aTsHyBIIEMCS MOTYaHUK bepHe UCIyCTHIa HOITHH B3[0X, Kak OyATo 00€CIIOKOEHHAs.

'Tel HETEPIIENKBA, TIOTOMY YTO CJIYXU HEOXKHUIAaHHO CTAHOBSTCS BCe OosbIe?'

Ha kpacusoM mnutle I'mopun nosiBunack riny6okas yiaei0ka. [Tocnie gaenuTus. I'a3eTsl paclipoCcTpaHIIn
CKaHMAJTb, KakK OyOTO XKOaiu uX, ¥ IuIo EpyHa okKecTo4anoch BCSIKUM pa3, KOT{a OH BCTYIAll C KeM-
HUOYOb B 3PUTENIbHEIN KOHTAKT. OHa U3 MPUABOPHLIX JaM, CJIeI0OBaBIIAs [103aqu, CKa3asa, 4YTo
BbIpaxkeHue nuila EpyHa OblyIo He 04eHb CIIOKOWHBIM.

'Touno, ma. Kax BhI, TOMKHO OBITH, 3JTUTECH, YBUOEB KPax TOT'0 UE€aIbHOTO IJIaHa, Ha pa3paboTKy
KOTOPOTO y BacC YIIIO CTOJIbKO BpeMEHH'.
['mopus ckasana C [IOBOJILHOM YIIEIOKOM, TOKPYYMUBAs YKa3aTeJIbHBEIM IajIblleM CBOU PHIKKE BOJIOCHI.

"MapKu3, IOJIKHO OBITE, BOJIHYETCS, YYBCTBYS, YTO B HET'O BOH3UJIU €T0 BEPHLIM HOXK. OH, HOIKHO
OBITH, TOMAET T'OJIOBY, KaK BEPHYTh CBOIO JTOOUMYIO..."

YcnrimaB yxMenKy ['nopuu, 6apoHecca BepH ucmycTuna gOArui B3OOX.

'Kyma, 4epT BO3bMH, [€JICS TOT HOOPHIM UMIIepaTop, KOTOPHIM 00HKWMAJ BCEX C MATKOM yIBIOKON? U
BCe Xke... Pa3Be 3T0 He 00JIbIle TOAXOAUT [AJI UMIIEPaTOPCKOTo ABOpIA...?

Baponecca BepH ¢ TpeBoroii cMoTpena Ha CuHy [710puy, Korfa Ta Hadaja IepeogeBaThCs.



I/IMnepaTop HaHeCJIa Ha I"y'6bI KpaCHBI€ PYMSHA, KOTOPEIMHA 0OBIYHO He I10JIh30BaJIach, TroBOps, 9TO
9TO CJIMIIKOM MHOT'O, 1 OTKPGHEIJIa POT, Ha6J'II-O)Ia$I 3d HEPBHEIM OTPaXKEHHneM 6ap0H€‘CCBI B 3€pKalie.

"BBI CTUIIKOM MHOT0 O0eCcrioKouTech. [Touemy? Trl OECIIOKOUIIILCS O TOM, YTO OPYH OTTONKHYT?"
"Hert, Bame BenuuyecTBo. { He Takasd..."

"Torga 4To 3acTaBisieT 6apoOHECCY TaK BOJTHOBATHCS?"

"Bawe Benuuectso."

YBumeB KpuByio ynuOKy ['Topuy, HapHCOBAHHYIO HA ee KpacHHIX I'ybax, bepH ¢ 60ybio 03Ban ee.

Baponecca Bepre. Ona npubbiiia o peKOMeHAauy JpyHa ¥ 3aHUMaJach yIpaBieHUeM IBOPLIOM C
TEeX 10pP, KakK ['mopus B3oiia Ha TPoH. ['opust oTBepriia Ovl ee, ecnu O6bI TOYKA Bo3BpaTa Oblsla, KOTrma
OHa erre OblNIa MPUHIIECCOM UIIH, TI0 KpalHe#! Mepe, BCKOpe MOCJIe BOCIIECTBUS Ha IPECTOIL.

Ho st BepHynach 3a fiBa Mecsilia 10 UX CBafbOBI, 1 eciu s u30aBioCh 0T bepHa, IPYH MOCTABUT
rpaduHo Annen! Ecnu nogyMaTs, S HOJXKHA IOWMAaTh U 3Ty KEHIIUHY".

['nmopus cy3usna riasa, BCIIOMHUB Ty BEJIMKOJIENHYIO XEHIIUHY, II0X0XKYI0 Ha OTHEHHYIO JIUCULLY.

"TloxkanyiicTa, ymupanTe OvicTpee, Baie BemuuecTBo. Torma Mapku3 CMOXKET CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM, a
sl - er0 KOPOJIEBCKOM HaOXHUIEH".

Tonoc rpadvHM, KOTOPHIM OHa IIEeNTala el B YU, yMupas OT s4a, Bce ellle 3By4all B T0jIoBe ['mopuu.
'B mo6oM criydae, B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, T Oymels BeIOpoIeHa UM, 3aueM Tebe OBITh PSIAOM C HUM?'
['nmopust cMoTpena yepe3 3epKano Ha bepHa, cxkuMmas ryosl v mepebupas manabliaMi.

OrocnaB cHavasa UMIIepaTpUlly, TOKOMHEIN UMIIEpaTop Ipuriacui 6apoHeccy BepH Bo [Bopel.
[Toatomy I'mopust 4acTo BCTpedanach C Hell.

'B To BpeMst 51 maxke He BUAENa NMulla bepHe 13-3a CIYX0B 0 TOM, YTO OHA JTI0O00OBHHUIIA MOETO OTIIA U
BCe Takoe'.

OOGecmiokoeHHas CBOEM CBSI3bI0 C UMIIEPATOPCKOU ceMbell, ['TTopusi HaKOHeI] CIIPOCHIa.
"BapoHecca. Brl x0THTe, 4TOOH! 5 BHIIIIa 3aMyXK 3a MapKu3a?".
Ha cniokoiinb# Boripoc ['mopuu, bepH riy00Ko MOKIOHUIICS U OTBETHIL.

"Ia. ITocKONMbKY MTOKOMHBIM UMIIepaTop Iiy0oko 3aboTtumncs u nobun Ee BenuyecTBo, 0OH [0MKEH ObI
BHIOpATH [JIsT HEEe XOPOIIero mapTHepa'.

IIXa! n

[Tpu cnoBax 6apoHecckl bepH, ['mopust caenana BO3MYIIIEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHue Nriia. [IpuaIBOpPHEIE JaMbl
3aMeTHU/IN IIepeMeHy HaCTPOEeHHUS UMIlepaTopa U MOCIEeLINnIA 3aKOHYUTh OfieBaTh ee. bapoHecca
BepH 3aMoyara, yCibllIaB SBHYI yCMellky [opuu.

'OnsTh 9Ta ynbiOKa'. Bripaxkenue nmuila bepHe noteMueno. C Toro gHS ©MIiepaTop Bes cebs
HETraTUBHO 110 OTHOILIEHUIO0 K IpyH. OHa cTapajach He MOofAgaBaThCS CIyxaM, oOpalasg BHUMaHue



TOJIBKO Ha YIIpaBJIEHKE OBOPIIOM, HO CO BpeMEeHEM CUTyallisd CTaAaHOBUJIACH BCE 0oJiee XKeCTOKOM. B
HUTOTE el HUYero He 0CTaBaloCh, Kak PacCCIIPpOCHUTBb ,[[I/IaHy' 0 CUTyalluH B 'maBHOM OBOpPIE.

"B otnmuue oT npexHUX BpeMeH, Ee BennuecTBo Teneph OepKUT Moero OpaTa... HeT, JepXKUT
repuora Jlrogen6epra psimoM ¢ co6oit. KoHeuHO, OHA He UTHOPUPYET MapKK3a, HO CUTYalus
BRITJTISIIUT HE OYE€Hb XOPOIIO0",

Ha nure [IuaHbl TaKXkKe TOSBUIIOCH 03a004YeHHOE BhIpaXKeHue, Kak OyATo el ObIIO He 1Mo cebe 0T 3Tou
cuTyauuu. BcmoMHUB CBOM ClTOBa, BepH cheman HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB Halamd, Korga [mopust,
3aKOHYMBIIIAS O[I€BAThCS, BCTANIA.

VimmepaTop ¢ yneibKoi# oOpaTuics K HepBHUYaoIel 6apoHecce.

"OpyH, KoToporo BriOpasn Ero BenmuyecTBo MO MOKOMHEIHM OTeIl, HECOMHEHHO, OyIeT CTPEMUTHCS K
pas3BuTuio Umnepun".

"4 ToXKe Tak Aymar".
"Ho aT0 npomnuTcs Hemoro".
"TTapgon?"

[Tpu xomopHOM 3aKknoYeHuu ['nopuu, rina3a bepHa pacmupunuce. UMnepaTop MaxHysia PyKOU 1
[IpUKa3ajia IPUABOPHLIM faMaM ymanuTheda. Korma Bce yuuiy, ['mopus cena Ha OUBaH, IpUriacuiia
BepHe ToXe cecTb ¥ HETOPOIUIMBO HAJIUIA €M Yau, [I0CJIe Yero CIPOCUa,

"{ cmpomry Bac mpsamo, GapoHecca.

Koro BrI mogmepxute?"

"Teprora 1 MapKu3a... EClii TH TOBOPHIIIL 00 9TOM, TO 51 CKaxXy, YTO MapKu3a...".

"Hert. 4 roBopio He 00 9TUX ABYX MyK4YHHaX, a MeXOy MHOM 1 Mapku3oM. Koro Brl BeiOepeTe?"

Knanr! Ot HeoxumaHHOTO Bompoca I'mopuu, BepH npomaxuyncst Mmumo Omopia. MiMmnepaTop
IIPOJI0JIKAJl TOBOPUTE ¢ GapOHECCOM, KOTOpas BHIT/ISAAENa TaK, CJIOBHO YBUfie/la IPUBUIEHNUE.

"¢l 3Ha0, 4TO Bl HE HACTOJIPKO HAWBHEI, TaK II0YEMY XK€ Bbl TaK UCIIyrajauch?"
"4 He oxXupana, YTO BH 3aflafuTe TaKOX Bompoc... [Ipoiry npoienus, Bame BenuuecTso".

BepHe eiBa 0TBeTHIIA, HAMpsTas IIer0. ['Topus mocMoTpesa Ha 6apoHecCy CBOUMHU XOJIOTHBIMHU
roJyObIMM TJIa3aMU U CHOBA OTKPHIJIA POT.

"¢1 He ObIJIa M3HAYAJIPHO BOCIIMTAHA OJIST TOTO, YTOOHI CTATh uMIepaTopoM. Eciu 661 Ero BenuuecTBo
nyMai 060 MHe KakK 0 CBOel IIpeeMHuIle, OH Obl He CTaJl MeHs TaK BOCIIUTHIBATL. ITO OBII IIPOCTO
crocob COeUHUTLCSA ¥ YHACIEN0BaTh UMIIEPATOPCKYI0 POMOCIOBHYIO, MU 3TO OB CIIOCO0 ITOMOYb
MHe CTaTh UMIIEpaTPHULEH C IOMOIIbI0 MOEro Myxa?"

"Brl He [IOJXKHBL TaK AyMaTh, Bame BenudyecTBo. [I0KOWHBEIM UMIIEpaTOpP HUKOTa He AyMas o Bamem
BennuecTBe ¢ TAKUMH MBICIISIMH..."

"Ho mocMOTpuTe Ha pe3ybTaThl. Pa3Be Mbl ¢ TOOOM He 3HAEM CIIMIIKOM XOPOIIO0, KaK IPYH
OTHOCHUTCS KO MHE?"



"Bamre BenuuecTtBo!"

Baponecca BepHe BCKOYMIIa CO CBOETO MeCTa ¥ HeMCTOBO 3akpuyana. OHa penko Bena ceds
momo6HEIM 00pa3oM, HO ['Topusi paBHOAYIITHO CMOTpela B ee Kapue Tiia3a.

"B oTnuune 0T UMIIepaTpUL] APYTrUX CTPaH, MHE TPYLHO y4acTBOBATh B F'OCYAAPCTBEHHEIX fiejiaX. Bl
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOXKeTe OBITh YBEPEHHI, UYTO 3TO IPENaHHOCTL?"

"Mapku3 sIBHO 3a00THTCS 0 BaC BCEM CEPMIeM, ¥ OH OymeT mIPOMoKaTh IenaTh 9T0 B Oymyimem".

LIok. 3ByK ee LIOKaHbS SI3HIKOM ITPO3BYyYas 'POMKO, u bepHe cubHee cxkaja CIelJIeHHbIe PYKH.
[MoTtupas 106 PyKo#, Kak OyATO y Hee 6ojiesia TOIOBA, UMIIEPATOP ITPOMOIIKHUI,

"He CNUIIKOM NI HAWBHO AyMaTh, YTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPHIHM JOOPOBOIBHO COTJIACKIICS CTATh areHTOM
WmnepaTtopa, OyOeT yOOBIETBOPEH TOIBKO ITUM?"

"9TO0 3HQYUT... He MOXKeT ObiTh. He XO0THUTe T BE CKa3aTh, YTO MapKU3 COOMPaAETCsl CBEPTHYTh BIIaCTh
Ee BenuuectBa?"

"CBepruyTth? OH faXke IOJHHMET BOCCTaHUE, YTOOHI ITOIBITAaTHCA U3MEHUTH (PaMUTIHIO
MMIIEPaTOPCKOX CEMBU.

"Bel... Bamie Benunuectso!"
BepH pyxHyna, Kak Oy[ATO Cujla B ee HOTaX MCYe3Jia IIpU 3ByKe CIIOKOMHOW peun ['mopumn.
'‘Bartre Benr4ecTBO pemuny, 4TO MapKHU3 IIpeaacT ee'.

OHa 3aKkphljia poT 00eMK pyKaMH U ITPHUCIIOHUIA BEPXHIOIO YaCTh Tejla K KOJIeHsIM. B 9ToT MOMEHT B
ee TOJI0Be IIPO3ByyYasa JoBepUTelbHas yIbi0Ka IpyHa, IIPOCUBIIETO ee B3SITh Ha ce0s yIpaBiieHue
IBOPIIOM.

"Brl mpuexanu u3pganeka 1o ogHoi npuuuHe, 0apoHecca. [ToxkanyicTa, 103a60TTECH O ABOPIIE.
HomXKHb OBITH U OIPYTHe, HO IIOCKOJIBKY TOCIIOXKa CIIyKUJIa IIOKOMHOMY UMIIepaTopy, B OynmeTe Ooree
OOCTOWHEI mOoBepuUsi, 4TOOHI Mo3aboTuThcst 0 Ee BenmuuecTpe".

Hecmortps Ha To, 4To EpyH OB MapKu30M, OH CKJIOHUJICS Ilepef Hel U 00paTHiIcs C TaKou IMpockboi
K Hel, mpocToi OapoHecce.

'Bbl 1eICTBUTEJIBHO TOBOPUTE, YTO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPHIH LyMaJl TOJIbKO O BalleM 0aronoiydui,
npepact Bac, Bame Benuuectso?"
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