"Mapku3".

AQBIOTAaHT OCTOPOXKHO TT03Ban EpyHa, KOTOPHIM OBLUT TakK 3071, YTO KpacHas KPOBb Hadajla CTeKaTh
Yyepes IIeJib MeXOY ero CKaThIMU KyllakaMu. OfHaKO 3TOT 3BYK He OOCTUT yiiel Mapkusa. OH
cka3aJj, 00HaXuB 3y0Hl, [BOPSHUHY, IPUCEBIIEMY IIepe]] HUM.

"KTO pacmyCTui 3TU CIIyX4 B UMIIepaTopcKoM AaBopie? Pa3se T ele He Hauen ero?!"
"f... 1 Uiy ero, HO HUKTO U3 HUX HE TOBOPHT..."

"Tel uouoT! KoHEeYHO, HUKTO HUYero He cKaxeT!"

"Aaxk!"

He B cumax coepzkaTh CBOM T'HeB, EpyH CXBaTHUJI CO CTOJIA MENEeNTbHUIY U IIBHIPHY €€ B CTOSIIIEro
mepen HUM HEKOMIIETEHTHOTO JBOPSHUHA.

[Tak! ToT He CMOT YKJIOHUTBLCS ¥ II0TIa 110 TOJIOBE, PYXHYB Ha 1011, HO EpyHYy OBIIO BCe paBHO.
'Tnopus bne#k!' OH cMoTpen npsiMo epeq co6oi, Kak 6yaTo I'mopus Gbiyia mepem HUM.
"Kak TeI IOCMeJia IIpefaTh MeHs, CBOEro XkeHuxa?"

'TloyeMmy feByIIKa, KOTOpas TOJIBLKO yiIrbanack MHe U Oejana Bce, 4To 4...!" OH UCHIHITHIBa O0JblIee
YyBCTBO IIpefiaTebCTBa ¥ 00uel Ha ['moputo, yeM Ha Kaitena. B spoctu EpyH cxan 4eniocTs u
00paTHuICs K IOMOILIHUKY, CTOSIBIIEMY IT03aAy HETO.

"f mypak, 4To Beplo B HeKOMIIeTeHTHEIe Belu. Haiinu ero cam, Kcenuk".

IIJ:I;a.II

ITo ero mpukasy MOMOIIHUK 10 WMeHY KCeHUK CKIIOHMII TOJIOBY ¥ KOPOTKO OTBeTHII. [10oTHpasi B THEBE
JIMII0 PYKOH, DPYH MOAYMaJl, YTO HEe MOKET OCTAaBAThCS CIIOKOMHEIM IIOCJIE TOr0, KaK He MOIy4HII
oT4eTa 00 3TOM IPOUCIIECTBHHM 1ake OT CBOEro IMOACAJHOr0 IINKoHa, 6e3M03riol 6apoHecch BepHe.

"TbI, HaBepHOE, yXKe CXOOULIb C yMa".
“ITapmon?"
"HeT, HUYEro cTpamrHoro”.

Tem BpemeneM ['mopusi, yneibasich, yCTpauBaja CBoe mepBoe HeOOJIbIIoe YaeluTre Mocje KOPOHALUY
uMnepaTopa. OHa npenioxuia Yail rpadCKOM I0HOW Jieiy, KOTopas HaKJIOHHUIA TOJI0BY, U
oOpaTuIack K OCTaJIbHEIM.

"Crracu00 BCeM 3a y4acTHe B TaKOM MaJIeHbKOM Ipa3fHuKe. Kak Tsxkeno OblI0 TPUHUMATh TOJIBKO
MY2KYUH B 3TOM OIIyCTEeBIIEM UMIIePaTOPCKOM ABOPLE".



"M&I coxKaneeM, 4TO He 4acTo nmpuxonuM, Baiie BenuuyecTtso".

"MBI IOJXKHEI OBITTA 3aCBUIETEILCTBOBATL CBOE TIOUTEHNME, HO MBI HE MOXKEM JIETKO BOWTH BO [IBOpEII...
[IpocTuTe 3a 3amo03Maioe NPUBETCTBUE".

"Brl He IpeficTaBisgeTe, KakK s CYaCT/IUB, YTO y MEeHs eCTh Takas MajleHbKas BeYeprHKa".

Ha coxanetomiue cimoBa ['mopuu Mojofble aMbl 1 MafiaM OXKUBJIEHHO 3ayiIbI0anuCch U Hadaau
6onTarh. Kak OHU CKa3aiy, UMIIEPaTOPCKUYM OBOpeI] He OB OTKPHIT AJIST BCEX JKeJIaloIINnX, II09TOMY
IBOpPSHKaAM OBITIO JOBOJILHO TPYIAHO BCTPETUTHLCS C UMIIEPATOPOM, ECIIA TOIHKO 3TO He GBI
oUITMaTbHbIH TIPHEM.

"MHe einie 6obllle XKajlb, €CJIA BB TaK TOBOPHUTE. {1 OTKPOIO ABOpell 1 Oyxy MpuriamaTh Bac BCexX
BpeMsd OT BpeMeHu".

"O! 9To oTNMYHAS HOBOCTh. f1 0053aTENIbHO BCEM pPacCKaxy".

['mopus rpaliio3HO ONYCTHJIA CBOIO YaIllIKy ¥ MIJIO YIRIOHYyNIachk. YBULEB, UTO ['1opus yneibaeTcs Kak
I0HAs JIeIX WX BO3PacTa, BMECTO TOT0, YTOOK COXPAHSTH CBOM OOJIMK MMIIEpATOpa, KEHITHHBL
3aMaxajii CBOMMU BeepaMy ¥ Havyaji CYeTUThCS.

'TloueMy, pa3Be BH He 3HaeTe, KaK OBICTPO MOTYT PacIPOCTPaHATHLCS CIIYXU Yepe3 Balllk ycTa?'
TeMHO-cuHMe T1a3a ['mopun xonogHo 611ecHyIN. YCTa IPUABOPHEIX CIIYT, KOTOPHIE OBINIK TIIATENTBHO
o0y4deHs!, YTOOH He OBITH UCIIOJIb30BAHHBIMU B O0pb0e 3a BJIACTh 3HATH M HE MOTEPSTh CBOM KU3HU,
Ob Kak Morunia. [TosToMy oHa BeiOpana 'Jlemu', KOTOPEIE YCTANK OT CKY4YHOM ITOBCEHEBHOMN
JKU3HU. B To BpeMsi, Korga OHM He MOTJIM XOOUTh 6e3 COMPOBOXKIEHNS, CAJIOHEI ORI CMEPTEIhHO
CKYYHBIMH, @ IIOCKOJIbKY B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM ABOpIle MMPOBOAUIIOCH CIIMIIKOM Majio 0aHKETOB, 3TOT
CKaHmas OB CTUIIKOM 3a0aBHBIM [IJIST HUX.

'KoHeuHO, Ipu pacIpocTpaHeHUH OH OyHeT pa3myT B HECKOIBKO pa3'.
Ynribasich, Kak conoBel, ['mopus Habmogana 3a XKeHITUHAMH.

KTo GBI MOT TOgyMaTh, YTO 9TH 6JIarOPOAHBIE XKEHITUHBI OYOYT pacIpoCTPaHATh HU3KKUE CITyXu?"
Ecnu Ol KTO-HUOYAH CIIPOCHTI, OHU ObI TYMAHHO 3asIBUJIM, YTO I'Ie-TO 9TO CJIBIIANHU. [[J1 IBOPSHUHA
OBLIIO TIO30PHO CIIJIETHUYATh 0 HEIIOATBEPKIEHHEIX HOBOCTSIX. OCOOEHHO IS JTI0fIe C BEICOKUM
craTycoM. [To3xke, gaxe ecid OPYyH MOMNBITAETCI HAWTU OTIIPaBHYIO TOYKY CKaHAala, 0Y4eBUOHO, YTO
OoHM OyIyT YTBEPXKIATh, YTO TOe-TO 00 3TOM CIIBIIIAIH, II03TOMY ['JIOPHS HE MOTJIa HE PACCMeSIThCS.

HaGmiomas 3a yapI0aOMIMMECS JKEeHIIMHAaMK, OHa IogyMaiia o KafieHe ¥ X pa3roBOpPe HeCKOJIbKUMHU
IHSIMHU pPaHee.

"Xouelb pacnyCTUTh CIyx?"

ITocne TOro, Kak OHM 3aKOHUYUIIM CBOIO TIIYIIYIO IIEPEIANKy U3-3a OOJHOT'O CJIOBAQ, I'lld3a FHOpI/II/I
PaCUInpuUiInCh OT IIJIaHa Kaiiena. MY}K‘-II/IHa CKa3aJl, CPEIBAs OIIABIIXE JIMCThA C T'OJIOBEI UMII€EPATOPA.

"Pa3Be 9TO HE BO3MOXKHO, BE[b LIePEMOHUS [IOMOJIBKY COCTOs/IaCh HE TaK AaBHO?
Thl XKeHUIIBCS Yepes [Ba MecsAlla, TaK KakK ThI IJIaHUPYellb pa30pBaTh OTHOLIEHUI?".

"Bor Tak..."



"U Bce?"

Korga KatieH 0CTOPOKHO OIIYCTHJI T'J1a3a U cupocu’i, ['JTopus MpuUKpHIIa riaa3a pykaMmu. [1pu
coTpymHUYecTBe KalieHa OHa IJTaHKMpPOBaia 3aBepOoBaTh POSITUCTOB U OTTECHUTH EpyHa OT
ONMUTHKY. IMEHHO IT03TOMY OHa XOTeJa yhepxkaTh KalleHa, OQHOTO U3 BKIagYMKOB B MIepckui
dboHO 1 caMoe MOTyIIeCTBEHHOE CEMENCTBO mociie MiMIiepaTopCKOi CEMbH.

‘g e mymarna, 4To 37ech OymeT cKaHgan'.

OpyH OBIN SIBHO BUHOBEH B yOMICTBE MMOKOMHOI'0 UMIIepaTopa, HO He OBIJI0 BECKUX NOKA3aTEebCTB,
yTOOB HapyIIUTh CBafleOHYI0 1lepeMonuio. CnoBa KatieHa ObUIM 3aMaH4YUBEL, TIOTOMY 4YTO OBLIO
OYEBUIHO, YTO OH M30aBUJICS OBl OT MeIbYalIInX YUK IPU MajleiIIeM HaMeKe UM TOJ03DEHUH. .

'Korma s momxkHa Tebe 9T0 cKa3aTh?' ['mopusi Monda cMoTpesna Ha KalieHa, KOTOpHIHM COBEPIIEHHO He
3Has 06 yOuiCcTBe MOKOMHOTO uMIepaTopa. OHa 3Haja, Kak cunnbHO KaiteH xoten 6pocuts EpyHa B af
II0CJie HapylleHus: OpadyHoM IlepeMoHNM. 'Pa3Be OH TaKKe He ITOTEPSJI CBOIO MIIQMLIYI0 CECTPY H3-3a
IIPOKJIATOrO yOIIIogKa, KOTOPOMY JOBEPSI?'

'‘Bpaxpa MexXay MHOM X MapKH30M yKe paclIpoCTpaHUIach B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM ABopIe. f momxkHa
CUJIbHEe BCTPSXHYTH 3Ty 4aCTh, YTOOBI OH COCPENOTOYMIICS TOJIBKO Ha 3TOM". I'moprsa 03ab04eHHO
IIOKyCHIBasia O0/IBIION Tajiel, MbITasgiCh YCIOKOUTh IOOHUMAIIeecs U3 TIyOWH HeTepIleHue.

'TIpoknATHIN YOIIONOK, KaK MHE 3aCTaBUTh €0 CTPafaTh? OPYH TH MPOKIIATHIA...! MEICTIEHHO
pyrascs, Katien Mmon4a Habmionan 3a ['mopueit. 3To Obs1o HeuTo Gomnbiiee. HeHaBucTs ['mopuu K
OpyHY OKa3asiach CUIbHEe, YeM OH OXKU[aJ, ¥, HACKOJbKO KalieH 3Ha, oHa Oblyia U3 TeX, KTO B
KOHIIEe KOHIIOB KOH(PUCKYET €T0 OBOPSAHCKUY TUTYJI, JIULIUT €ro CTaTyca U UMYIIeCTBa U OTIIPABUT B
n3rHaHve. OJHAKO BUJ TOTO, KaK OHA MBITAETCS YI0KUTh JPyHa Ha KOCTEp OJI Ka3HU, 3aCTaBUII €r0
ceppte 6ome3HeHHO 3a0uThesi. He momo3peBast o Muicisax KatieHa, ['mopus ¢ mocamol ckasarna.

"Ho ycTa npuaBOpHBIX CIIYT BeCcbMa TAXKeJbl. Y 9 He X04y XKepTBOBaTh pagy 3TOI0 JIIOABMU U3
HNmmepaTopckoro geopua”.

"BoT moueMy 4 IIJIaHUPYIO UCIIOJIb30BaTh APYTUX".
"Koro?"

”']:[aM".

['ma3a I'mopuu pacumpuinch 0T yOUBJIEHUS IIPY €TI0 0TBETe, HO BCKOPe OHa HaxMypuiach. Bce gemno
OBLIO B TOM, 4UTO y Hee He ObUIO GpEensvH.

3HaTHbIEe YMHOBHUKY IIpeHebperanu €0, BO3MOXKHO, IOTOMY, YTO OHa He XkKeJlaja MOSBIISThCS B
Ka4yecTBe MepPBOi UMIIEPATPULIE UMIIEPUHU, U, UTO elle XyxkKe, KpoTKas I'mopust Oblyia BEIHYXKIeHa
CeCTb Ha TPOH M3-3a BHE3aITHOM CMEPTH OTI[a U He MOTJjla CMHUPUTBCS C UX 0TKa3oM. B pe3ynbTare
OpyH UCII0IH30BaJ CBOE IOJI0KEHNE e KeHUXa U MOTSIHYJT 3a HUTOYKHU, YTOOL IEPEMECTUTD CHJIHL,
KOTOPHIE TToAfiepKasy OBl ero, ¥ IIPOrHall TeX, KTO IoAAepKUBajl IOKOMHOT0 uMieparopa. OH
TOBOPUJI, YTO [eJlaeT 3TO paAu [Iopuu, U TIIaTENIbHO IPENSITCTBOBAI TOMY, UTOOH OHa C KeM-Tuh0
IOMIPYKUIaCh.

"Kakoil BOSMyTUTEIbHBIHN YOII0H0K" .

B OUepenHOM pa3 BCIIyX BRIpyrasnach [ mopus, Ipoxka OT rHeBa 13-3a ero MeJIKUX IpofenokK. Bee miio



T7agKO, ¥ ITOCKOIBKY OPYH OB IOCTATOYHO CIIOCOOHBEIM, YTOOHI B IOHOM BO3pacTe CTaTh
TIOMOIIIHUKOM MMIIEpATOpPa, CUJIbI eCTECTBEHHBIM 06pa3oM cobpanuch BOKpYT Hero. [Ins Hero I'mopus
OblLy1a UMb CTYTIEHBKOM.

‘¢l 3mI0Cch Ha JpyHA 3a TO, YTO OH OTPYOMJI MHE PYKHU U HOTH, HO elre OOJIbIIe 5 3]1I0Ch Ha CBOIO
JKaJKyo CYWHOCTE'. ['1a3a ['mopuu cBepKanu oT apoctu. OHa 3akphlia I1a3a. MeajneHHo mogymaria...
[ITest EpyHa... Ho uT06H yOemUTHCS, UYTO OHA MOXKET KPENKO 00XBATUTh €ro, OHA HaKJIOHUTIA TOJIOBY.
'Bo3MOXKHO, Yy MEHS ceryac HeT IIOAPYT, HO 51 He MOT'y ofBepraTth [lraHy OacHOCTH .

OpyH OblyTa TPOTHUB BCTpeY ['11opuu ¢ 611aropogubiMu faMmaMu. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO y Hee Oblyia CBOSI
BJIaCTh, JPYyH OblJIa TOU, KTO He II03BOJIsII ce0e maxke CIyXKaHKH, I09TOMY Ccedyac y Hee HUKOTO He
OBLIO.

B sTOT MOMEHT,
"T'epuorunda Ilpayn?"

I'ma3a I'mopuu 3abnecTeny, KOrjaa B IaMsATH BCIUIBIA cTapas nenu. KoponeBckas oco0a, KUBYIIas B
MMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOpIIE, OKPYXKEeHHass MHOXKEeCTBOM fHaM 6e3 BCIKOT'0 BMeIlaTeNIbCTBa. KalieH KMBHYI
B OTBET Ha OTBET [ JIOPHHU U HOIMOIHUI €€ MBICIb.

"TouHee, HpeUNUHL TEPLOTUHA".
"Ho kak? OHu Bcerma coO6MparoTCss BOKPYT TePIOTUHY U He MOOXOASAT KO MHe".

['mopus B pacCTPONCTBE TOMHYJIA HOTOM 1o 3emiie. KafieH HEBOJIbHO PacCMesijiCsi, IOAyMaB, YTO OHa
II0X0XKa Ha PacCepKeHHOT0 KPOJIMKA, TOMAOIIEro Jamown.

IIH(b(bq) n

“T'epuor!"

3aMeTHUB IPUYKHY €r0 cMeXxa, [ 1opusi BCKpUKHYJIa, He B CAJIaX CKPHITh IIOKPaCHeBIIKe IIeKu. KalieH
OBICTPO CMEHUJI 103y B OTBET Ha THEB MMIIepaTopa, HO ero yJ/biOKa BCe elle 0CTaBalach.

'IlaBaiiTe UCIIONIb3yeM repuoruHio [1payy, 4ToOb pacIPOCTPAHUTD CITyXH'. YCIOKOUBIINUCH, [ Topus
obOmyMaria npenjioxeHue KalieHa.

T'eproruns IIpayn 6slta B pacTepssHHOCTH. OHAa TIIaTEIbHO CIeAnia 3a TeM, YTOOHl JaMbl U3 ee
Kpyra o0IeHus He MpUOINKaIuch K ['7I0puy, 3a UCKII0YEeHNEM IOCYIapCTBEHHBIX [T, YTOOH He
MCII0/Ih30BaTh MX B KaUeCTBE MOIUTUYECKOT0 HHCTPYMEHTA.

"¢ He mymaro, 4TO celiyac BpeMs 6eCIIOKOUTLCSI O TaKUX Belnax, Baire BenndecTBo".
"OnmHako..."
"BpeMs umeanbHO".

'Bpems?' [Ipu aTux cioBax ['mopus cMyTuiack u mocmorpesna Ha KalieHa, ¥ BMECTO TOTO, YTOOERI
00BSICHUTD, OH HE3KHO 00XBaTHJI CBOEM PYKOi ee MaJIeHbKYI0, MATKYIO PYKY.



'Tlouemy Most pyKa? Tak HeoXuOaHHO. [IoueMy 3TOT YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIH TOJIBKO YTO CMESIJICH,
TIOOHUMaeT MO0 PYKY, Kak OyATO cOGHMpPaeTCs MOLenoBaTh ee?

U ee IIpenCKa3aHne 0Ka3aJIOCh BEPHBIM.

[MToueny# KaiieHa ObIZT fOCTAaTOUHO O€3pacCymHBIM, YTOOH U37aTh 3BYK, ¥ [ TOpus HANpsriach MOf
HUM.

"qr... nouemy? Kakoro uepta?

ThiIbHaS CTOPOHA ee PYKU ITOKpacHesa, Kak OyATo K Hell IIPUKOCHYJIOCh YTO-TO ropsiuee, U [opus
yCIbIIaza XKyXKxKaHue B yXe U IyM BeTpa. KoHYnKM manbplieB Ha HOrax 3aliekoTasno. YyBCTBYs, Kak
Ha JTMIle TIOOJHUMAETCs THEB U JKap, OHA moaxkaa ryosl. KalieH IupoKo yIRIOHYIICS, YBUOEB, KaK
PYMSsIHeI] TIOJI3ET IO ee Iee. ['TOpUs MIOTHO 3aKpkhiia I'/la3a, YTOOH He BUIETh (PUOIEeTOBLIE TT1a3a,
KOTOPHIE U3y4YaJli ee, CJIOBHO He XKeJjlas MPOIYCTUTh Jepraollyiocs: peakIuio ee ryo.

Ha 3T0T pa3 OH mpoiiesn CKBO3b THIIBHYIO CTOPOHY €€ PYKH U IOMaJsl B 1afoHb. MArKue, BlaXHbIe
ryOBl OCTAaBUIIM TOPsiUee OIIYIIeHNE Ha ee JIAJIOHH, a 3aTeM OH MeMJIEHHO IIPOBEJI TOJI0BOH 110
manbiaM I'mopum.

"ITouemy, mouemy?"

cmpocuia ['mopusi, emBa KOHTPOIUPYS CBOM APoKaliue I'yOsl. XOTs OHA IIOHKWMaJsa ero HaMepeHus,
ero 1oBefieHue OBIJIO CIIUIIKOM CTPAHHBIM.

[Toka OHa mpozKajia U BHyTPeHHE Kprudasa, KaileH OTBETUJI C YXMBLIKOU.

"Cnyxu, KOTOPBIe HAUMHAIOTCS CO CJIOB "5 BUen", a He "s CIbImas”, 0OBIYHO XKUBYT HOJIbIIE" .
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