1STKISSNOVEL. HE KPAITMTE MOM ITEPEBO]I!
"Kaxk TOJIBKO MBI IIOKEHUMCSA, S 3allpy ee BHYTPU ee ABopLa".

EpyH BcTan co cBoero MecTa u, 60pMoYa 4TO-TO HETPOMKOE, BHIIIENT M3 KOMHATEL. [ JI0pus OTMeHMIIa
UX BCTPEYY IOJ] IPEeAIoroM 60JIe3HH, HO He OBIJI0 HUKAKUX HOBOCTEN 00 OTMEHE BCTPEYH C HUM, ee
JKEHUXOM, TI09TOMY OH He ObIJT TaK 00eCIIOKO€EH.

Ero Gecnokouro ee CTPaHHOE II0OBeIeHNe HaKaHyHe, HO FHOPI/IH He cMora 0wl 6p0CI/ITB CBO€ETO
ZKeHHuXxa.

"“Thl He XONMOMHOCEPAEYHBIN YeI0BeK" .

EpyH npukasan ciyre IOATOTOBUTH JIOMIAAb X BCTaN Iepefl 3epKajioM, IPUBOJIS B MOPSOOK CBOU
OecropsimOYHbIE BOJIOCHL.

[TpunogHSB YTONKU pTa ABYMS IajbllaMy, OH TIOCMOTPe Ha cebs B 3epKario.

Bricokuit pocT. biecTsiye, MITKHe CBET/IbIe BOJIOCH U XOPOIllee TeI0CIoXKeHne, 00J1aueHHOe B
KOCTIOM. XOTSI €ro Irjia3a X0JI0OHO 0JIecTesn, 3TO OBIJIO JIAIIL Ha MIHOBEHHUE.

"Jlomapgb roToBa".
"Xoporo."

Epyn mo6e3H0 yneIOHYICS, KaK OYATO CHOemast 9TO 0 YBeIOMJIEHUIO CITYTH, U OBICTPO JIBUHYJICS B
Ty Th.

'Ona 60bHA, 3HAYUT, 5 [OXKEH IIPUBE3TH el TT0JapoK .

Hymasi o I'mopuu, nexartmei 60nbHOM B ocTeu, EpyH 3a6pasics Ha JTomIafb, HareBasi B XOPOIIeM
HACTPOEHHUH.

['mopus npounTana OYTH IOJIOBUHY ra3eT, KOTOPHIE el IPUHECIU IPUABOPHLIE TaMEI.
"Bame BenuyecTBo, He mepeycepacTByuTe".

IuraHa BHYTPEHHE B3[OXHYJa, HEMOHCTPUPYS OECIIOKONCTBO, TUXO CUS Ha IOJy U Habmogasi, Kak
I'mopus ynTaeT HOBOCTH.

Baponecca BepH, KoTopast Bcerfa fAepKaia CIHHY IPSIMO, BHTTIAea H3My4eHHO!N, TPUABOPHbIE
ImaMbl TOKe HepBHUYANH. [MaHa 1ofo3Baia OgHY U3 MIPUABOPHEIX faM, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTD, YTO
CIIyYHUIIOCh, ¥ OTBET OBLT BeChMa HEOXKUIAHHBIM.

"Ee BenuuecTBo ceromHs Oblla 04eHb cepauTa. OmHa MPUABOPHAS MaMa He BHIIOJIHUIIA ITpruKa3 Ee
BenuuecTBa, a mocMoTpesnia Ha 6apoHeccy bepH, mosTomMy oHa Opocuiia Jamiky... "Bbl XOTHTe CKa3aTh,
yTO GapoHecca uMeeT OOJIbIlle BIACTH, YeM 51, uMmmepaTop?! Pa3Be oHa UMIepaTop 3TOM CTPAHHI?!
Tak oHa Kpruasa... U BOPyTr OHa IONpOoCuia IPUHECTH BCe Ta3eThl C MOMEHTa €€ BOCIIECTBUS Ha



IIPECTOJI J0 HACTOSIIEero BpeMeHu".
"TazeTsI? 3auem?

"dl ¥ caM He 3HAlO, IIpUHIECCA".

HpI/IJIBopHaﬂ OaMa OrJidaeiiaCb U CKJIOHHJIA I'OJIOBY, OTBETUB C PDACTEPAHHBIM JIMIIOM.

HukTo He 3Ha, uTo menaTh ¢ Ee BemuuecTBOM, 4bM YyBCTBa 000CTPUIIMCE B OmHOYache. Ee
buoseToBLIE T'1a3a, IONHEIe 0ECIIOKOMCTRA, [JuaHa TocMoTpena Ha 6megHoe nuio ['mopuwn.

"Tel, HABEPHOE, X0Yelllb CAEeNIaTh 3TO IIPAaBUJIbHO' .

IwaHa cTUCHYyNIA PyKHu, Ha0oas 3a TeM, Kak Iy1a3a [Jlopuu gBUralTcs 1o cTpaHule. HecMoTps Ha
TO, 4TO OHAa OblTa MiMmepaTopoM, ee oueHb 6eCroKomIo, YT0 COBET IIOCTEIIEHHO CKIIOHSJICS K DPYHY.
Katien Toxe Obl1 00€CTIOKOEH 3THM, HO OHA 3Hajla, YTO OH IIPEAI0OYUTAET TEPIETh, TOTOMY YTO 3TO B
KOHEYHOM HMTOTE TI0JIe3HO MJIS CTPAHHL

'‘OHU CKOPO NOXKeHATCS, U EpyH cTaHeT MyxeM ['IOpUu... TH 3alllesl CIUILIKOM Jajieko!'

nogyMara npo cebs uana, mopoias K I'mopuu. 'OH 6ymeT HOCUTh TUTYJI BEJIMKOTO KHS3S, HO Aefa
UMIlepaTopa He [OJIXKHEL er0 KacaTbCs'.

TaxoBa Gbls1a pOJIb UMIEPATPHUIIE], ¥ 3TO OBLI CIIOCO0 3aIUTUTEL BIACTh UMIIEPATOPA.

OOBRIYHO UMIIEPATOP 3aHUMAJICS TOCYMapPCTBEHHEIMH leJIaMH, a KMIIePATPHUIlA YIIPaBisiia
BHYTPEHHUMH [eJlaMy UMIIePATOPCKOTro ABopiia. OpmHako EpyH 4acTo mprHKUMalla y4acTue B
TOCyIapCTBEHHEIX [IeflaX, 0CIa0Isis MO3UIKUK [ TTOpUU TOHEMHOT'Y.

"Bame BenuuectBo?"
n 9_3?"

IlnaHa cugena pdaooMm C Hel, pac4deCeiBada CBOU 6€CHOpHJIOT-IHLIe PEIZKHE BOJIOCEI X 3aBsA3BIBAsd UX B
XBOCT, ¥ OCTOPO2KHO ITI03BaJla FTIOpI/IIO.

Ha ee 308 ['topusi 0TOpBaia B3I/ OT ra3eTHOM CTAThH U IIOCMOTPETIA Ha Hee ITy00KUME T'OTyORIMU
ryia3amu. [[yaHa Temio yias06HYyIacs.

"4 Bcerma Ha TBOEU CTOpPOHE".

IuraHa BceM ceppleM nogaepxkubana [mopuio. [luaHa He MOTia CyguTh, Kak TPYOHO ObII0 ['mopuu
BHE3AaITHO CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM, TaK He ITOX0XKKM Ha Hee caMy, KHBYILYI0 POBHOU KU3HBIO B BO3pacTe
OBaflaTy YeThIpex JeT.

".ngh..."

Cnosa [uantbl Ob1M HeOXKKOAHHEIMU. OfHaKO I1y00Kue roy0bie Tia3a [Jopun Havyanu
HaIlOJIHATHCS CBETOM, KOT[la OHa CKalana: "fl Bcerga Ha TBOeu CTOPOHeE".

Ee rnasa ctanu BnaxHBIMU. UCKpeHHSS oaaepkKa [lnaHel ocTaBuiIa ['TOPHI0 ¢ pa30UTHIM CEPALIEM.
Bonee cunbHas 6071b, Y4€M KOT'Ia OHA OTIIPaBHia CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOI'0 OTILIa Ha CTOPOHY boruHwy,
Hayaja Tep3aTh ee OyIy.



"Tel eqUHCTBEHHAad, KTO IOAAePXK1BaeT MeHs, [luaHa'.
['nmopust ©30 BCEX CUJI TIBITAJIACh MIPOTJIOTUTD CJIe3Hl ¥ IIOCIIEITHO OTBEPHYIACh, CUIIBHO Kycas T'yOHL.
I1raHa HeNOBKO ynIEIOHYIAach, HO ['mopus 6ombllle He MOTJIa CMOTpeTh [JraHe B rasa.

OHa IOHsI/Ta, HACKOJIbKO HEKOMIIETEHTHA U TTIyIIa, ¥ B TO Xe BpeMs ee T'HeB U JKeJlaHhe OTOMCTHUTh
OpyHY pa3ropenuck elle CUIbHee.

'Mep3Kuii 4eI0BEK, KOTOPHIH He TOJIBKO YOUII MOKOWHOT0 UMIlIepaTopa, HO U yousn [luany u apy3en'.

TeMHO-cHHHe r'1a3a ['TIopHuu X0JI0OHO CMOTPEIX Ha Hee C IeYalbio U IPOCThI0, KOTOPHIE ele 00JIbIIe
XKTJIH ee cepaiie.

'V Te6s1 HUKOra He 6ymeT KoMpopTHOI cMepTH. [Tocie 030pa ¥ YHUKEHUS, KOTOPHIE 5 IIOTy4na, s
pelIuia caMa CTaThb TaKUM 4eoBeKoM. & u30aBiioch OT TeOsS CAaMbIM IIO30PHBEIM U JKECTOKUM
crmocobom".

IaB Takyi KiaaTBY, [Topus pelusa MpofoIKUTh YTeHue ra3eTbl. OT CTaThi 0 PKaBoil BOAE,
Tbloledcs u3 GoHTaHa Ha MJIOUIAMN, 0 CTAaThU O IOMCKE MIPOIABIINX JTIOJIel B IPOBUHITUSAX U
pa3pesna 9KOHOMUKHM - OHa He IIPOIMYCTHUIa HU OJHOM WHGOPMaILUH.

C6op nH(bOpMaIWK MPOJOIIZKAJCS OO TEX MOP, TOKa DPYH HEOXKUIAHHO He TIOCETUIT €€ IBOPEII.
[TomuBas yaii ¢ 6yrepbpomamu BMecTe ¢ [JuaHou, I'mopusi CKOpYuia rpuMacy OT HeOXKUIAaHHOTO
M3BECTHS O HE3BAHOM T'OCTe.

"$1 TOYHO OTMEHUIIa BCTPEYY, IIOTOMY 4TO IIJI0OX0 cebsi YyBCTBOBasa... Pa3Be TH He Iepepasna ero
IOKHBEIM 00pa3oM, bepu?".

"¢l TouHo mepemana coobIeHue MapKu3y, Baie BenuuecTBo".

BepH oTBeTun GEICTPO, Tak KakK [Topusi He CKphIBajla CBOETO HENOBOILCTBA. He TombKo GapoHecca,
HO ¥ IPUABOPHbIE JaMBbI, CTOSIBIIIME BOKPYT, Havalld HEPBHUYATH U3-3a TOTO, UTO HacTpoeHue Ee
BenuuecTBa elre 607bIIe HCIIOPTHUIIOCH, YIUTHIBASI, YTO OHO OBIJIO HE B JIydLIed popMe C CaMoro yTpa.

InaHa mocIemmaa yCIOKOUTh [ ToOpuio B TOTEMHEBIIIEN aTMochepe.

"TloToMy 4YTO OH TBOM KeHUX! BEI OTMEHUIN BCTPeYy, HO OH IIPHUIIES], IOTOMY 4TO OECIIOKOUTCS O Bac
KaK 0 CBOeM XkeHuxe, Baie BennuecTtso".

[Toka [lnana roBopuiia, [710pus omycTHIa YalIKy C BOLOH, KOTOPYIO AepXkaja B pyKaX, [OCTaTOYHO
rpy6o, 4TOOBI U3[ATh 3BYK.

"9T0 GBI UMIIEPATOPCKUY ITPUKa3. ECIU TH MIPOUTHOPUPYEIIb 3TO U MPUAEIIb KO MHE, S YBUXKY, KaK
CUJIBHO THI CMOTPHIIIb Ha MEHS CBBICOKA".

"Bamre Benuuectso!"
Baponecca BepHe nobienHesna 0T CJI0B UMIIepaToOpa ¥ CPOYHO IMO3Bajla ee, HO ['Iopust muIib
yCTaBUJIaCh Ha Hee XOJIOOHBIMU IJla3aMH.

"BaM ecTh 4TO CKa3aTh, OapoHecca?"



BepHe Oblyia He eIMHCTBEHHOM, KTO OBIIT YOUBJIEH TAKUM OTHOIIEHHEM. IlnaHa ToXe OnlTa YOUBJIEHA
PE3KOCThIO FJ'[OpI/II/I. OHa IOCIEeITHO CKa3ala FJ'IOpI/II/I.

"Bamie BenuuecTBo, ecnu Bl He IPOTHUB, S BCTPEUYCh C MAapPKU30M U pacCcKaxy emy. Iloxkamyucra,
yiiMuTe cBo¥ rHeB. BapoHecca GecriokouTcst 06 oTHOIeHUsX Barero BenuuecTsa ¢ Bamum
JKEHUXOM".

"Br11o 6B X0poto, eciu 661 3TO OO TaK".

FJ'IOpI/Iﬂ B3rJIAHYJIA Ha 6ap0Heccy BepH 1 OTBeJla B3rJIAM Ha CJIoBa [IMaHE, HO OTBETHUIIA
CapKaCTHU4Y€ECKH. O6e XKEeHIIMWHEI, BIIEPBEIE€ YBUOEB TAKO€ IMMOBEJEHKE, IIOCMOTPEJIN APYT Ha APYyra C
03ala9Y€HHBIMH BhIPAZKEHUSIMHU.

Korpga I'mopust, MpUITypHUBLIKNCE, TPOBEPSIIA KaXI0e NercTBre OapOHECCH, ee 0XBATHIIO
6ecrnokoicTBO. Byoyuu mocTaBieHHON Ha CBOIO JOJIXKHOCTh 10 peKOMeHfaluuu IpyHa, 6apoHecca
BepH, ckopee Bcero, epefaBasa eMy OBUXKEHUS UMIIepaTopa. A [ IPUABOPHAIX laM CMOTPETh Ha
H6apoHeccy OBITIO TO JKe caMoe, YTO OTBe4YaTh JpyHY. [7opus moTtepsa 106 pyko# u mpodopMoTasa
mpo cebs.

'BepHe OymeT MpomoKaTh NOKIaARBATh DPYHY O MOEM COCTOSTHUH'.
IIo Bo3BpaleHus 6apoHecca bepHe [oKIafbBala 0 KaXkaoM CBOEM Iare JpyHY, a He caMol ['opuu.
'Heyzkenu 4TO-TO U3MEHUTCS TOIBKO ITOTOMY, YTO 51 BEPHYIacCh?'

Cpenas rimy0oKui BIOX, OHA 3acTaBuIa ce0s1 MTHOPUPOBATh HAKOIUBIIKECS pa3apaXkKeHue u
HeTeprieHue. ['mopus 3aropopusia ¢ 6apoHeccoit 6oee CIIOKOMHO.

"{ cTana HeTepHeauBOM, IOTOMY UTO S HUYTO I10 CPABHEHHUIO C JOCTUKEHUSIMU IPEOBIAYIINX
MMIIEPATOPOB. f B MOPSAIKe, TaK 4TO He 6ECIIOKOUTeChH".

"Het, Bamue BenudecTBo. 4 mpotry mpoIieHus 3a To, 4TO He 03ab0Tuiack 0 Bac HOMKHEIM 00pa3oM"”.

[Tpu cnoBax ['mopuu, 6aporHecca bepHe rny00Ko MOKIOHKUIACh. bepHe BOIIIa B UMIIEPaTOPCKUM
OBOpeELl U CTajla CIyKaHKOM, HO OHa TaKXe 3Hajla BO3MOXKHOCTHU ['nopuu. YenoBek, KOTOPOTo
CJIMILIKOM OIleKaJld B IETCTBE, XU KOTOPOTO CIIMIIKOM OIEKaJl ee JKeHUX BO B3POCIIOi XKU3HU, OHa Oblyla
TeM, KTO He MOXKET HUYEero CAesaTk.

pil OyMaJlia, 9YTO OHa IIPOCTO MaJIeHbKad JeBOYKa.
'- rnmomymariia 6ap0Hecca BepH, TAg4d Ha FJ'IOpI/IIO, KOTOpPadA He OTJIOXKHJIa I'a3eTy.

IeBylKa mpeBpaTUIach B UMIIepaTopa. MiMmepaTop-MaprHoHETKA, KOTOpas fepKala B pyKax cKopee
1eYaTh, YeM Beep, TOJIBKO CTaBsI ITevaTh ¥ YTBePKOast JOKYMEHTHI, KOTOPEIe IPYH CHadala
paccMaTpuBal 4 IepenaBa eu.

'HakoHel-To y TeOs1 MOSIBUIIOCH JKeJlaHue YTO-TO CHeNaTh'.

BapOHecca BepHe He TOKa3hIBajla 9TOr0 Ha CBOEM JIHIle, HO OHa Oblla MOBO/IbHA. B HMIIEpUH, rage
CTaHOApPTOM OBLTIO TO, YTO JKEHINKWHA, He3aBUCHMO OT TOT'0, HACKOJILKO OHA TaJIaHTJIMBA, JOJIXKHA



IPUCYTCTBOBATHL c3aau, ['71opus Oblyia MepBO¥ UMIIEPATOPCKON IPUHIIECCOH, CTABIIEN UMIIEPATOPOM.
BhIsIo 0YeHb MPUATHO BUMIETH, KAk ee OECIIOKOUT TO, UTO €€ MTOXOPOHUIIU II0f] CBETOM JpYHa.

OnHaxko, eciu bepHe ObIJI0 TPUSITHO, TO OHA TAKXkKe COMHEeBasack. ITouemy I'mopust BriOpasna ra3ety?

"Mory 1 s CIPOCUTD, TOUEMY BBl PEIININ YUTATh ra3eTy, a He opuimanbHble JOKYMeHTH, Baiie
BenuuecTtBo?"

Kak pa3 B TOoT MOMeHT, Korfa 6apoHecca bepHe cobupanach OTKPHITE POT, YTOOBI CIPOCUTH, [IuaHa
yoapuia nepBoii. O0e XKeHIIMHE PELInIy, 9YTo ObCcTpee OYAEeT CIIPOCUTEL JOKYMEHTHL UJTH
0I0pOKpPaTOB, YeM YUTaTh ra3eThl, TeM 6ornee, KalieH unyu OpyH Obinu Ok 60jIee MOJIe3HHI.

Tak. I'mopust monoxumna ra3ety, KOTOPYIO fiep:KaJia B pyKax, Ha CTOJI B OTBET Ha Bonpoc [{uaHkb U
yNBIOHYIAaCh UM OBOUM.

"TTOKyMEHTHI, KOTOPHIE MOXOMOST OO MEHs, JOIKHO ObITh, MHOT'O Pa3 MPOIUIH (GUIbTPAINIO, a MEJIKHe
HOBOCTH faXKe He BKIIOUEeHEHI".

IIA_a! n

"BomnbIye IOTOKYW BasKHEI, HO MEJIKHEe BeIlly ceiyac 0YeHb BaXKHH st MeHs. HaunHas ¢
MCYe3HOBEeHUs NTofel B UMIepuu uiu u3roToBIeHHEIX apTedakToB mis baurau BommeOnukoB. [Taxe
3HaHUE IePeBHHU, I'le pOOusIach OBIla C AByMd rojosamu!"

"Boxe!"

O0e XeHUIMHEI ObITA 3aCTUTHYTHL BpacIiox o6bsicHeHueM ['J10puu, Korga oHa KOCHYJach
MHTEPECHBIX UCTOPUH MOAHSATHIM YKa3aTeIbHEIM IajIbIeM.

"KoHeYHO, HM OfHA M3 3TUX ra3eT He SIB/ISIeTCS MPeAB3sToH, HO 00 9TOM MOXKHO ITOJyMaTh Io3xke".

['mopust yXMBLUTbHYIAch, Korga bepH u [lnaHa B M3yMJIEHUM TPUKPHUIA PTH PyKaMmu. [IpuynHa, 1o
KOTOpPOIi el He HYKHO OBIJIO TPOCMaTPUBATh JOKYMEHTHl UIX 3BOHUTH COBETHUKAM, Obl/Ia IIPOCTa.

'[loToMy 4TO y HETr'0 Be3fie eCTh I'Jla3a U yIIn'.

Ona Bepuia bepHe, HO, BEpPHYBIIKCH celiuac, OblJla COBEPIIEHHO YBepPeHa, 4To OapoHecca -
nH(popMaTop IpyHa.

Iaxke ecu 3TO He Tak, OHa HOJIKHa Obljla IlepefaTh BCe MO ITepPedBUKEHUS DPYHY.

Mapxku3 6bIT ee KEHUXOM, U BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, YTO ero oOpoe JIUI0 MOTJI0 06MaHyTh BCEX.
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