Tyk. Tyk-Tyk.

Kak u 03XKuganoch, C TEMHO-CEPOro HeOa Havaly MmafaTh XOJIOMHEIE KTtk J0XKas. Tyk. ManeHbKue
KaIlJIy OBICTPO MPEeBPATUIIMCh B CHJIBHBIN MOXK[Ib U YIAPUIIK 110 HeXKHOMY Teny I'Topuu, Kak
KHHXKaJIbI.

[ITBaaaaaa.

['mopus Hayasa MeAJIeHHO UATH, BEITUPAs JIUI0 PYKOH, ITOKa IIyM CBUPEIOro JOXKISI OKPyXKall ee.
Temrble crie3sl TUIKCH OT BOCTOPTa, KOT{la OHa YYBCTBOBasla, KakK 0L ObET 110 ee IledaM.
"2Kusoi".

9TO CJIOBO BHIPBAJIOCH M3 €€ OCTHIBIIUX OT MOXKMS T'y0.

2Ku3nb [Juansl 000pBanach U3-3a XKECTOKUX MJIAHOB 3TOT'0 ObSBOJIA.

"Kusa!"

['mymas caMOCTh, HOBEPUBIIASCT MYXKY.

"A xusa!"

OTHBIHE OHa MPEBPATHUT B af XKU3Hb TeX, KTO ee IIpeaal.

['mopus n0THO 3aKphljia T'/la3a ¥ 3aKpudalia 130 BCeX CHUJL.

BoxkecTBeHHEBIN 3aroBop? My CTpallHbIM COH Mepeq TeM, KaK IIPOBAIUTLCS B 3arPOOHBIN MUP?
'9T0 Gosblle He UMEeeT 3HaUYeHus!'

OHa, MOTepsIBIIAS BCe U IpPefaHHas TEMHU, KOMY NOBepsijia, YBUeIa B OTKPHIBIIEMCS Iepeq Hel
OynmyiieM 671aronpusTHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTD.

Yro, ecnu ato Oblia mryTka bora, u 4To, eciu 9T0 ObUT COH? Y Hee MOSIBUIICS IIAHC YCTPAHUTb 3TOTO
XUTPOro yuca!

[TOKIIBIIMCH OTOMCTUTH, [ TOPUS BOCIO/Ib30Baach HEOXKUAAHHON HOBOU BO3MOXKHOCTBIO.
[ToctykuBanue.

['mopus ycnbliiana maru o MOKpOu Tpase.

Korpa ona nmoBepHynach Ha 3BYK, IIOSIBUJICS He KTO UHOU, KaK EpyH.

"Ut0 BHI 37eCh nesaeTe, Bamie BenuuecTBo?"

['nmopust mpuKyCcUila HUKHIOW I'y0y OT IeAsTHOT0 TOHA MYKYKHHI.

YepHEIe BOJIOCH, OJTUIIETBOPSIONINE HOYHOE He00, ¥ KOHTPACTUPYIOIIas C HUMU OjleiHas KOXkKa.
Hu3K04aCTOTHBIM TOJI0C, OT KOTOPOTO HEMENU KOHYMKHU ITableB.

Ero sjmeranTHas TEMHO-CUHSS IepeMOHHNaJIbHad d)opMa HOeallbHO IIOOXO0OuJia K €0 TDEHUPOBAHHOMY



Tesy u 0e3pa3TuyHOMY BEIPaXKeHUIO JIUIla B IPOTHBOBEC PE3KO CBEPKAIOMKM (HOTIETOBEIM TIa3aM.
['nmopust BHIKPUKHYJIa €r0 UM Ipexkye, YeM 0CO3Hasa 3To.

"Kaiien Jltomenb6epr".
B oTnuuwne ot sipKo# aTMOChEpEl IPYHA, 3TOT YEJIOBEK CO3MABal MPayHYI0 aTMOChEDY.

['nmopus B3OporHyia Ipu Bupe repiora Katiena Jliomen6epra, KOTOPHIH, KakK u [luaHa ¢ Hel, [Onroe
BpEMS OPYKUII C IPYHOM IO NpefaTebCTBa U CMEPTH.

['nopus BHITTIAMeENa Tak, CIOBHO TJI0Taja YTO-TO TOphKoe, HO KalieH OblyI paBHOOYIIEH K Hell U

MEeOJIEHHO CKJIOHHUII T'OJIOBY B 3HAK YBAXKEHHI.

"4 BUXKy cnaBy OpaHTa'.

[TponuBHOM MOXKIb HEMHOTO YTUX, HO 3eMJIs Bce eme Oblsla MOKpoii. KalieH, mepxa B pyKaX 30HTUK,
men psgoM ¢ [nopued.

Fnopnﬂ CXKalJla KYJIadK, TJIA0s1 Ha COeP2KaHHOE IOBEeAeHnEe MY KYNHEI, KOTOpBIfI IIejq, He CBOoOAd C Hee
T'J1as.

'"Ecnu 611 3TO OBLI 4...'
Ecnu 05l Bce OBITIO KaK B MOJIOLOCTH.
OHa crerka momsiTAIaCh Ha3afl, OTIIATHYBIIKCH OT €r0 HEOHMOOPUTETLHOT'0 B3T/ISAA.

HecmoTps Ha To, 4TO OHa OBlNla C HUM TakK e [I0JIr0, KaK U c [IluaHou, OHa BCe ellle YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
€CJIY TIOMOUOEeT K HEMY CIUIIKOM OJIM3KO, TO ee CXBATAT U YKYCAT 3a IIelO.

Tepror Jltomen6eprcKui, Bcerga XMypPHUBIIUICS, KOTHa OHa CMOTPEsia Ha Hero, OCTaHOBUIICS IEpen
HeH.

O9TOT XapaKTepHHIN 3alax, IpUHafIeKaBIIuN TOIbKO eMy... Korma oHa npubau3uiach K HeMy, ee
OXBaTHUJIO HE3HAKOMOE YYBCTBO.

I'nopus ycraBunachk Ha KalieHa, KOTOpHIH ObIT Tak G/IM3K0, YTO OHA YYBCTBOBAJIa €TI0 JbIXaHUE.

®uroneroBrie rina3a KalieHa HAIOMHUIKCh HHTEPECOM, KOTTla OH 3aMeTHJI, 4TO ['1opus, B OTIUYHE OT
CBOEro 0OBIYHOTO UCIYTaHHOTO TIOBEefIeHNUs, CMOTpeia eMy IIPSIMO B I'J1a3a, flaXxke KOTfa OH IOfIoIIe
onxe.

Iaxe ecnu oHa OblIa TOIPYTOM €r0 eAMHCTBEHHOU cecTpkl, KatieH nyman o ['mopuu caMoe IIjIoxoe.

Kpowme Toro, cymiectBoBasa 6onbiasi mpobieMa, YTo OHa He Oblla Ipu3HaHa HacleqHOW MTPUHIIECCOH
U HE TOJTyYXJIa COOTBETCTBYIOIIET0 06pa30BaHUs HACTIEOHUKA.

'TpycnuBas XKeHIIKHA, KOTOpas 00Jblle 9MOI[MOHAIbHA, YeM pallioOHasIbHa, ¥ BCETHa HOPOBUT
CIIPATaThCA .



Kaiien He mobun ['oputo, IOTOMY 4TO V Hee OBl 3TOT (paTanbHBIM HEJOCTATOK, KaK Y UMIIEPATOPA.

['mopus paspasunack cMexoM, Korga KaiieH 0TKpOBEHHO HaXMYPHUJICH.

OH HaxXMyPpWUJICS ellle CUIbHEE, VCIIBIIIAB ee eXUAHbIN cMeX. ['TIOpus MPUKphIia POT PYKOH, YTOOH
CKPHITh YIIBIOKY, ¥ OTKpPEITIA POT.

"BepHo. Trl 6b1T TAM".
"V Bac ecTh Kakue-nmubo mprKa3swl, Bame BemnuecTtBo?"

Ona OblyTa UMIIEPATOPOM, U BCe ke OHA Obla XKEeHIIUHOM, KOTOopasl He MOTJjla CKa3aTh eMy HHU CJIOBa.
I'ma3a KalieHa cTany OCTPBIMU, Beb TaKas XKEHIMHA AeP3K0 OOLIIa K HeMy CerOfgHS.

Fnopus cMoTpesna Ha HETo, He 0TBeYasi, IOrpyKeHHas B CBOU MBICIIH.
'Ecnu 3TO meCTBUTENBbHO TpeTui Mecsn 458 roga, To... CBagr0a He 3a ropaMiu'.
Ivana Oblna XK1Ba, ¥ OHA elle He OblIa 3aMyXKeM.

[TOKOMHBIY UMIIEPATOP, [OMKHO OBITh, OBITT YOUT 3TUM MPOKJIATEIM DPYHOM, U TEIIEPh MYy
IIPEefiCTOsINI0 n30aBUTHLCS OT repuora JliogmeHbepra u OT Hee CaMOM, OCTABIINUXCS MPEIMSITCTBUAM Ha €ro
IIyTH K TPOHY.

Pasmeimnas Tak, ['nopus yneiOHynack 1 o0xBaTia pykKy KalieHa, KoTopas mepkasach 3a Py4Ky
30HTHKA. Ee BlnaxkHble KOHYMKY TaJIbIeB, MATKNUE, HO XOJIONHBIE, KOCHYIUCEH KalieHa, ¥ OH yCTpeMun
Ha Hee CBUPEIBIY B3I,

B3arnsapg KafieHa, KOTOPHIM, KaK M3BECTHO, 3aCTaBIIsin 6exkaTh 6€3KaTOCTHLIX HAEMHUKOB, He MCITyTall
I'mopuo. OHa nocMOTpesia IpsIMO €MY B rjla3a U IPOU3HECa.

"4, BalI uMIiepaTop, NpuKa3kbiBaw BaM".

Kaiten Obl1 mopaxeH. B cimoBax ['mopuu mpo3Bydaja PemrMOCTb COKPYIIUTD BCe 0[] CBOUMHU HOTAMH,
a He JIETKOMBICJIEHHAS I0HAs JIeiu, KOTOPOM OHa MpeJCTaBIsiiIach.

XOT$ 3TO [AJIUIIOCH BCETO CEeKYHOY.

OH HaxMypuICs, PaCCTPOEHHBIN TeM, 4TO ['JI0pus, KOTOPOU He XBaTajio UMIIEPaTOPCKUX KauyeCTB, HU
C TOT'O HU C Cero OTHaeT eMy IPUKa3kL.

Ho ou He MOTr 0TKa3aThCs OT ee IIpHKa3a.

HesaBucumo OT ee HEIOCTATOUHOM KBanudukauuu, [mopus Obla eqUHCTBEHHLIM U HETIOBTOPHUMBIM
UMIIEPATOPOM UMIEPHUH. [TI0CKOIBKY OH GBI TPOCTEIM BaccanoM, KalieH CKIIOHUT TONOBY, YTOOH!
CKPHITh CBOE HEZJOBOJIHCTBO.

Tyk.

"Yr10 TH Aenaeun?"



On xpan npuka3a. OnHaKO BMecCTo npuka3a CrnaBHoro MMneparopa pyka cXBaTuila rajcTyk,
BUCEBIINY Y HETO Ha Iiee.

KakoBbl OBl HY OBITTM €€ HaMEPEHHUs, OH CBUPEIO YCTABUJICS Ha Hee, KaK 3Bepb Ha MMOBOOKE.
['mopus B3OPOTHYJIA, ¥ CUJIa, C KOTOPOU OHAa IOTSIHYJA 3a rajcTyk, ocnaba.

KalieH momsiTancs BCTaTh IIpsAMO M OTKPHII POT, yTOOBI CKa3aTh T-ITO-HI/IGYJIB II0 ITOBOOY HEJIEIIoro
ImoBengeHud FJTOpI/II/I,

Toxk.

EMy IIPUIINIOCH CHOBA IMPUTHYTHCA, TaK KaK FHOpI/IH He TOJIBKO He OTIIYCTHUJIA I'aJICTYK, HO U ITIOTAHYJIA
€ro eiie CHUJIbHEee.

Vix nuia Op1M Tak 671M3K0, YTO OHM YYBCTBOBAIM [bIXaHUE APYT OpYyra.

[Tpexpe ueM KaiieH copBasics Ha rpy00CTh CBOETro ©MIiepaTopa, [ 71opus 3aroBopuiia ¢ HuM 6onee
TBEPMO U YETKO, YeM Korfa-nubo mpexye.

"Bynp Moel uMInepaTpulien, repuor".
II'[_ITO')II

I'poM 9x0M 0TO3BasCS B HEDE.
OTpaxar i1 3TOT 3BYK ero 4yBCTBa?

Or HEOXHOaHHOT'O IIPENIOKEeHU A Kaiien BIIE€PBEI€ B 2KM3HH IIOCMOTPEI Ha FJ'IOpI/II-O C UOIUOTCKUM
BBEIPaXKEHHWEM JIAIIA.

BynpTe Moel uMIiepaTpuliel, TepIor.

OH Mor nuib 6e3y4acTHO CMOTPeTh Ha Hee. O 4eM OHa roBopuia?

OH nocMOTpes Ha Hee, BEIpaXkeHue ero JIUla SBHO ClIpalnBaio: "Thl OKOHYATEIBHO COllIa ¢ yma?".
['nopus, HeycTpammMas ero KpOBaBEIM B3TJISIIOM, IIOBTOPUIA CBOE NIPENJIOKEHHeE.

"BykBasibHO. MHe HYKHO, 4TOOBI ThI CTajla MOE KeHOu".

"Tel comna ¢ yMa... XM. JT0 He "xeHa", a ['ykco, Bauie BenudecTtBo".

"HeBaxHo."

OH uyTh He npo0OJITANCA Ha CaMblil HaCyIIHLIM Bonpoc: "Bl ¢ yma comny, Bame Benuuectso?". Ho
eMy y[aJioCh NIPOTJIOTUTH CJIOBA.

Kak 4enoBek, IpoIIennii MHOXECTBO TPYAHLIX TyTel, KalieH ORICTPO BOCCTAHOBUTI PaBHOBECHE.
X0Ts OH TOTOBUJICS OBITH BEXKJIUBHIM, €0 XOJIOGHOE JIUI[0 HEMOHCTPUPOBAJIO KaMeHHHIY 0TKa3.

['mopust CHOBa yBepeHHO yibIOHyIach, u KalieH HaxMypuics etre Gosble.

Heyxkenu oHa Ha MTHOBEHUE II0TePSiia pacCymoK?



o cBagbOBI HMIIEPATOPa SpaHTa OCTaJIOCh BCET O HECKOJIBKO MECAIIEB, a €IMHCTBEHHAN
HMIIepaTOPCKas IIPUHIIeCCa Oblna IMOCIENIHO IocaXKeHa Ha TPOH II0CJie BHE3aIlHOUI CMepPTHu
IIOKOWHOTO HMIIepaTopa. Br110 09eBHOHO, YTO OHA COIIINa C YMa OT ropd U OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

'UHaye OHa HYU 3a 4YTO He cTajia OBl Tak cebd BecTH'.

BraroponHast »MIlepaTpHIia, KOTOpas Bcerga Oblla I0X0XKa Ha KYKIIY, IIPOMOKJIA OT HOXKMOS U
BBITJISIIE]IA ITPOCTO Y2KACHO.

Ee BOJIOCHI TPOMOKIIY U NIPUIIUILIY K TeIy, a rae oHa 6pocuna ceou Tydnu? OHa O6via 60CUKOM, a
TIOJOJI €€ TIJIaThs ObI 3ajIsAnaH TPSI3HON BOJOM.

Kaiten 6pOCI/IJ'[ B3TJIA0 Ha HeJIOCTOﬁHBIfI BHU[ FJ'IOpI/II/I, HO, TEM HE MeHee, CHSAJI IIaJIbTO U HAKHUHYII €Tr0
el Ha IJIeYH, TSIKEJI0 B3[JOXHYB.

BripaxkeHue nuia ['7TOpuu CMATYUIIOCH, Be[lb OHa ObINla OKPY2KeHa ero 3almaxoM U TETJIOM.
'TIpUATHBEIY 3amax’.

[MpusTHO GBINIO Y3HATH, YTO 3HAKOMEIH C JETCTBA 3allaX OCTaJCs mpexHuM. OHa MOMHSIa PyKaB U
paccesiHHO TOHIOXasna. KalieH HaxMypuiIcs.

OOupnwlt UMiiepaTop, KOTOPHIH faxke He MOXKeT IIPaBUIbHO BHIPAa3UTh CBOM MHIC/IU. KalieH HaKOHeI]
03BYYUJI BO3paXkKeHue, 3BeHslllee Y Hero B I'OJIOBE.

"ToMy, KTO CKOpPO KEHUTCS, He T1000aeT TaK TOBOPUTH".

"MIMeHHO Tak. 4 gokHa Oblyla CKOPO BRIMTH 3aMyXK 3a JpyHa Jleboccu".

Kaiien 6b11 06eCKypaxkeH IIpe3peHreM, COPBaBIIMMCS C KpacuBHIX ry6 ['mopuu.

OH He 3HAJ, 4YTO UMIIEPATOP MOXKET AeflaTh TaKOoe JIUL0. BHYTpU HEro BO3HUKIIM HOBEIE BOIIPOCHI.
Kak MoxeT XKeHI[MHa, KOTOpasl paHbllle yOerasa B UCIyTe, JIUIIh B3TJISIHYB Ha HET0, OBITh TOW caMoi,
KOTOpas celyac MposiBNIIeT Takylo 6eCKOHEYHY0 00Uy 1 HEHAaBUCTD?

I'mopus cHOBa npepnoxuia KalieHy, KOTOPHIM CTOSI HETIOJBUKHO.

"Tlo3BonbTE MHe TONPaBUTh cebs. [ToxkanyiicTa, 6ynbTe MOUM MYKeM, repior”.

'TonKeH nu 51 OBITH O6JTarofgapeH 3a TO, YTO IIPEBPATHUIICS U3 UMIIEPATPUIIH B MyXKa?'

"IloyeMy THI feJlaelllb 3TO TaK HEOKUTAHHO?"

Bo3MO0kHO, OH ObIJT yTOMJIEH HAaCTOMYMBOCTHIO U PELINTENHHOCTEIO ['Topun, onHako KalieH oTBeTH ¢
IIPUBLIYHEIM XMYDHIM BEIpaKe€HHUEM JIUIIA.

YnooBneTBopeHHas TeM, uyTo KailieH HaxMypuJcs, ['mopus yneiOHynach.
'TIpusiTHO BUAETh TeOs1 06ECTIOKOEHHBIM .

Y 3TOr0 MOryILIeCTBEHHOI'O YeJloBeKa, BTOPOTro II0 BJIACTH II0CJIE UMIIepaTopa U I'J1aBbl OCHOBAHHOIO
Wmnepuent reprorcTia JlroneH6epr, ObUT CKBepHBIY XapakTep. OH OBLT U3 TeX, KTO TIIATEIEHO



PacTOMYET ¥ YHUYTOKUT JII0O0T0, KTO COBEPIIUT XOTSI OB MaJIEUIINH MIPOCTYIIOK TPOTUB CEMbHU
replora, 1, C JPyroy CTOPOHEI, 3TO ObLJI TOT CaMBIM YeJI0BEK, KOTOPBIA HaMepeHHO u3beran ee
eXeJHEeBHO, flaXke IIOKKUAAs OJIs 3TOr0 CBOM IIOCT.

'Taxxe Torma ThI u3berana MeHd'.

[Tocrne XeHUTHOH Ha SPYH BEITIO mOX0XKe, 4TO repoor XKpgaj, Korga ero CMeCTAT C JOJI2ZKHOCTH B
HMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIIE, a He Pelllall CUTYalluI0 HAIIPAMYIO.

Pasmuinss o ceMmbe JliogeHOepr, oHa 6ombiie He 6osnack KaiieHa.
TL/N: [Ja, oHa nomnpocuina ero crath ee xkKeHoi lmao. "T'ykco" - TUTYI, JapyeMBlil MyKy UMIIepaTPULILL

NI KOPOJIEBHI, KOTOpI:IfI He uMeeT HU TUTYJIa, HU IIPAaB KOPOJIAd UJIKM HUMIIepaTopa.
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