Tait JIu GbICTPO CKaKasa mo mepeBbsiM. OHa TOTEPsiia IPeCTaBIeHHue 0 TOM, TTe HaXOOUTCS, 1
TIBITATIaCh BEPHYTHCS B jlarepb. Ho Boma yHeca ee faneko, ¥ oHa 3abiIyausacs.

- I'me Bce? - cupocusa OHa BCJIyX. 3aTeEM OHa IIPU3eMIUJIach B BOAY BHU3Y, U €€ BCIIJIECK 3X0OM
pasHeccs mo okpyre. - Mait! Asyna! Hapyrto! Pe6sita, BBl TaM? - KpUKHYJIa OHa. He ycrbias oTBeTa,
OHa TIPOMIOJIXKUJIa IBUTATLCS BIEPeN uepe3 60J10To.

3aTeM OHa yBUMEJIa, YTO KTO-TO CTOUT K Hel cnuHOou. Tail JIu He 3HaIa Kak, HO OHa CMOorJja
OIIPEfleNIUTh, YTO 3TO XeHIHA. OHa OBlIa OfleTa B 3eJIeHOe KUMOHO ¢ OpOHel, Ha pyKax Obuin
HafleTsl OpaciieThl, a Ha nosce Buces Med. Ee BOJIOCH OBUIX KaIlITAHOBLHIMYU U 3aIlJIETEHHL B XBOCT.

- 9-3... mpocTtuTe? Bh He 3HaeTe, ITe MOU APY3ba? - cripocuia Tau JIu, mogxons K kKeHiuuHe. OHa He
3HaJjIa Mo4eMy, HO YyBCTBOBaja ce0s HEPBHOU U OCTOPOXKHOIM.

Kenmuna moBepHynack nuioM K Tait JIu. Ha Helt Ob11 OeJiblii TPUM, TOTHOCTHIO IIOKPHIBABIINM JIXIIO,
C KpaCHBIMM ¥ YePHBIMM aKIIeHTaMHU BOKPYT I'JIa3, a TakKXkKe MeTaJlJInueCKui TooBHOM yoop. OHa Ha
MTHOBeHUe II0CMOTpesia Ha Tai JIu, a 3aTeM moka3asia HajleBo.

- Crmacu6o! - mpouebeTarna akpobaTka u mobexana B yKa3aHHOM HarpaBieHuu. Ho oHa
OCTAHOBHUJIACh, KOTHA K Hel BEPHYJIMCh BOCIIOMUHAHUS O XKeHIUHe. BRICTPo 00epHyBUINCH, OHA
yBH[IeNa, YTO XKEeHIIMHA UcYe3yia. - ITO OblIa... 17 - clIpocuya oHa. Heyxkenu oHa TOJTBKO YTO
BCTpeTHIa cBoe Oynyiuee "s"?

- Bo3aMoXHO, 10Has 1edu, - pa3fajcs rojaoc c3agu Hee. O0epHYBIINCH U MTPUTOTOBUBIINCH HAHECTH
yoap, Ta# JIu yBugena nmepen co00# MOKUIOT0 MYyKYKUHY. - ECJTM TH 3TOTO XO4elllb, - CKa3aJj OH el.
OH OBITT OJIET B KPACHYI0 MaHTHIO, IIOX0XKYIO HAa XajaT, ITOANosScaHHyio 6enbM mosicoM. Ha HeM Obln
Oenblif XasmaT, a Takxke Oenbii mapd mopepx xajgaTa u 3a0apHas manodyka. OHa OblsTa KPaCHOM, 3a
HCKITI0OUeHreM HeOobIoi 6eoi YacTu criepeny; Ha 0e1oi YacTy ObLT CUMBOJ OTHSI.

- KT0 THI? - OCTOPOXHO CIIpoCHUa OHa.

- Tot, KTO IBITANCS 3a60TUTHCS 0 HapyTo, Korfa oH OB MITafIIe, - 3aTaf0YHO OTBETHUI OH. - Ho y
MEHST HUYero He IOJIy4HIOCh. - ETo nuIio crano mevanbHbIM. HO, KOTIa OH TOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, Ha ero
ry0ax MmostBUIach yieiOKa. - XOpOIIIo 3HATh, UTO €CTh JIIOOHU, KOTOPHIE BCE eIlle CYUTAIOT ero JPYroM.
OH OymeT HyKOAThCSI B 9TOM.

Tait JIu cobupanachk CIPOCUTH YTO-TO €ellle, HO TyT OHa MOPTHyJa, U MyX4rHa ucues. Pemus
IIOMHTEPECOBATLCS O HeM [I03XKe, OHa Io0exkasla B yKa3aHHOM HallpaBIeHUH.

Mot Mon4a mwia mo 60I0Ty, IBITAsiCh BEPHYTHCS B JlTarepb. XOTS OHa HUKOTIa U HUKOMY He CKa3aja
ObI 00 3TOM, OIMHOYECTBO B 00JI0TE Iyrano ee. OHa IPOCTO YyBCTBOBaja cebsl 0UeHb MaJleHbKOW Ha
dboHe Bcero 3Toro.

- 3mech KTO-HUOYOb elre XKUBET? - CIIPOCHUa OHa CKy4YaloIluM, HO HEMHOTO UCIIyTaHHBEIM I'0JIOCOM. - A
rae Bce? MeHs Befb He OTIPABHUIM TakK AajeKo... He TakK JIK? - IoAyMaJia OHa. BHe3amHoe HalafieHue
3aCTajio WX BPACIIJIOX, ¥ OHA He ObllIa yBepeHa, KaK JajieKo OHa YIIa.



3aTeM OHa yBH[ela BOajleKe OBYX JIIofiel, cTosumx 60K o 00K. He 3Has1, KTO OHM, OHA OCTOPOKHO
TIOIITa K HUM, TUXOHBKO HallymbiBast HOXK. [TomoiAst K HUM, OHa YBUAENa, YTO MyKUKMHA cIipaBa ObLI
CTaphIM, a CieBa - MoJIoAbIM. Ellle ofHa Belllb, KOTOPYIO OHA 3aMeTusa B CTapuKe, - 3TO TO, YTO OH
HOCHJI Tol0BHOM y0op IToBenutenst OTHS.

- U3BUHUTE MeHS, - T03Bajla OHA. MOJIO[O# YeNl0OBEK MOBEPHYIICS K Hei nuiioM. OH OB OfET B
BOEHHYI0 pOpMy, KOTOPYIO OHA HMKOIIa PaHbIle He Buaena. Ha HeM ObIIO TEMHO-KPACHOE ITaIbTO
IIOBEPX, Ka3asock Orl, 6esoi GopMEl, cocTosIel u3 6piok u pyOainku. [IpuunHa, 10 KOTOPOM OHa
MOTJIa OIIPEeIuTh, YTO 3TO BOGHHEIN, 3aK/II0Yaach B TOM, YTO OH OBII YHCT U ONPSITEH, CJIOBHO
TOTOB K Tapapy. - Bbl He BUOeu 30ech MOUX APY3ei? - CIIPOCUIa OHA, ee JUI0 OBIIO0
0e35MOIIMOHAIBHOM MaCKOH.

Mornonoit YenoBeK KMBHYI M YKa3asl 1mo3aau cebsi, B HallpaBJIeHUH, B KOTOPOM CTOSIJT CTapHK.
- Cnacu6o. - OHa mIpUCMOTPeIach K MOJIOIOMY YejloBeKy. Ero nuiio moka3aaoch e HeMHOTO

3HAKOMEBIM, HO OHA HE MOIJIa er0 OIpeeIuTh. - ITak, KTO BBl JBOE? - CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

Crapuk IOBEPHYJICS K Hel TUIoM, B M3l chesasia Imar Ha3afl, yiaB B Ioke. [Iepen Hel, KaK CTapUK,
crosint 3yko. OHA y3Hasa ero He TOJIBKO IT0 IIpaMy (XOTs OH OBIJT OUeBHOEH), HO U [0 TOMY, YTO 3HaJa,
YTO 3TO €r0 JIUII0. 3aTeM OHa IOHSJIA, T0YeMYy MOJIOION YeT0OBEK I0Ka3asICs el TaKUM 3HAKOMBIM.
HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OH BHITJISIIE]I HEMHOI'O HHA4Ye, OHAa BUME/a B HEM 3yKO. DTO 03HAYaJ0, YTO OHU
KaK-TO CBSI3AHHL.

Korpga oHa BhIIe371a U3 BOMHI, TO YBHUIENA, YTO CTAPBIA 3YKO ¥ MOJIOIOM YeJT0OBEK UCUE3IIH.

- Yro 970 OBIIO? - CIIPOCHUIA OHA BCITYX, HE OXKHUAasi OTBETA.

- Bo3MoXkHO, - cKa3an e ronoc. II0BepHYBIIKCH ¥ BHTAIIKUB HOXK, KOTOPHIN OHA [epKalia B pyKe, OHa
yBUfema Koro-to. Ha BeTKe mepeBa Haj HEW CTOSI 4eoBeK B Macke. OH OBLT OfIeT B KOPOTKOE

KMMOHO CHapyu ¥ IIOX0XKYI0 Ha py0allKy OfeKay BHYTPH, a TakXKe pa3fesibHy0 100Ky. Bomock y
Hero OBUIM JJIMHHBIE U YEPHBIE, HO I'J1a3 He ObUIO BUIHO, IOTOMY YTO MX XOPOIIO CKphIBajla MacKa.

- KTo THI? - crIpocuna OHa.

YemnoBek IIOTAHYJICA K MaCKe U CTAHYII €€, OTKPEIB 2KEHCKO€ JIHUIIO.

- ToT, KTO CKa3zan €My, 9TO TOJIBKO KOIr'Ia ThI 3alllUIIaellb KOT'0-TO JOPOIroro Tebe, IIPOABIIAETCA TBOA
HNCTHHHAA CHJIa, - OTBETHUII OH 3aragoO4HoO.

- Ou? - cripocuna Maii.

YenoBeK yIbIOHYIICS.

- 4 momarato, 9TO TOT, KTO Ha3biBaeT Tebst O6peueHHON U MpayvHOH.



- HaPYTO, - OTBETHUJIA OHaA C JIETKUM Pa3apaxXeHneM U OTBEPHYJIACE. Osna He x0Tena OyMaTh O
OJIOHOHWHE B 9TOT MOMEHT, a IIPOCTO XOTeJla BBIGpaTBCH 13 0oJj10Ta.

- Tl 3HaeEIb, 4YTO OH Ha3biBaeT TeOS Tak, 4TOOH II0Ka3aTh, YTO TH eMy HeOe3pasnuyHa. OH cuuTaeT
Te0sT OMHUM K3 CBOUX NOPOTUX JIIOIEH.

Mbsii 06epHYyach, 4TOOB IOCMOTPETh Ha YeJIoBeKa, YTOOB CKa3aTh YTO-HUOYIb B OTBET, HO OH UCYE3.
OHa moxaJia miedyaMu ¥ mora gajsire. O mpu3pakax, KOTOphe, IT0 BCEH BUAMMOCTH, 3Hanu HapyTo,
OHa MorJia N00eCIIOKOUTHLCS MO3XKe.

A3yna gBUHYIach yepe3 60JI0TO, KeJlasi HaUTH CBOMX APY3eH ¥ BHIOPAThCS OTTYAA.

- I'me ouu? - cpaluBasia oHa ce0si, us BIepe[, ¥ YyBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPH Hee HapacTaeT
HEepPBO3HOCTh. Korma oHa Impoxoauiaa MUMO OTPOMHOTO [IepeBa, OHa yBuAesa pebeHKa, CTOSIIEero
TIOCPeNu TOJITHEL, Bofla 6010Ta psibuia BOKPYT ero KojieHed. Pe6GeHOK I1aKaJs, CTOSI Ha MeCTe, ero
TJIeYy B3[IparuBaid OT KaXKI0T0 BCX/IMIA. - THl B MOPSIOKE? - CIipocuiia oHa peferka. OH IOBEPHYIICS,
¥ OHa YIMBJIEHHO IIOCMOTpeIa Ha Hero. [lepen Hel cTostn HapyTo B IeTCTBE, C ycaMu, TOMYOBIMU
rJIa3aMU ¥ CBETJIHIMUA BOJIOCAMH.

- Het! He nmogxonu. { He cremnan HAYEro IJIOXOro! - Kpuyas OH, OTCTyIIasd OT Hee. Ero ria3sa ropenu
CTpaxoM u 00JIbIO.

- O, s He coOMparCh MPUYUHATH TeOe 607b! - 3ampoTecToBana A3yna. OHa Morya GBITE KEM YTOIHO,
HO JXeJlaHue 00MKaTh IeTel He BXOOWIIO B X YKCII0, HECMOTPS Ha ee MPUBBIYKY MYy4YHUTh Opara.

- OHu Bce Tak roBopst! - OH ymasnm Ha 3eMJTI0 ¥ CHOBA HavaJl IlakaTh. - YTo s coenan? 5
IeNCTBUTEIbHO JeMoH? [ToueMy OHHU MPOIOIKAIOT MPUUNHATE MHe 0071b? - Korga oHa cMoTpena, Kak
OH CHOBa IIJIa4YeT, OHa 00JIbIlle He MOTJIa 9TOr0 BEIHOCUTH. OHa MofoIIa K pefeHKY, OMyCTHIach Ha
KOJIeHU ¥ 00HSJIa ero, MpuXkaB K ce6e MOCTAaTOYHO KPEIKo, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTE. - OToycTH MeHs! -
3aMpPOTECTOBAJ OH, COMIPOTHUBIISSACH €€ XBaTKe.

- Bce Gymet xopoirio, HapyTo, - cka3aia 0OHa eMy, CTapasiCh, 4YTOGHI e€e TOJI0C 3By4all MATKO
yCIloKauBaroIe. - Bce OymeT Xopoiio, HUKTO He TPUYUHUT Tebe Bpena.

OH, HaKOHeI, mepectan 60POTLCS, U €T0 CJIe3bl HaYalld BHICHIXATh.
- ...Crmacubo.
OHa mO4yBCTBOBAJIa, KaK OH ITPOCTO Mcue3 u3 ee 00bsATHi. OHA BCTajla U OTOIIIA OT TOTO MeCTa, Tae

OH OBLIL.

- [ToxanyiicTa, BeNMuKuit ATHHU, TTOXKAIYHCTa, CKaXKKU MHE, YTO 9TO OBIIIO HE TO, YTO S AyMalo, -
yMorsiia oHa ce6s. OHa 3Haja, 4TO Y ee TeJIOXpaHUuTes OblTK Mpo6IeMbl, HO Hafiesiiach, YTO OHU He
OBLIM HACTOJIBKO Cepbe3HBIMU. OTHAKO TO, UTO OHA TOJILKO UTO yBU[ea, ObIIO Y4eM-TO, YTO OymeT
MY4YUTh ee pa3yM. - ECTb 1 elrie 4To-To, YTO 5 y3HaM o Tebe, 4yero He 3Haio, HapyTo?



- Tak u ecTh. - OHa MOBEPHYIACh B TY CTOPOHY, OTKyHa MOHOCHIICS Tonoc. [Iepen Hel CTOSIT elle ONUH
CIOPIIPH3.

- H-HapyTo? - cipocuna oHa. MyXunHa OblI 10X0K Ha HapyTo, ToNbKO cTapiie u 6e3 yCoB.

[Toxoxwuit Ha HapyTo ImoKaydas rojioBou.
- Hert, 51 He 0H, HO s HeCy OTBETCTBEHHOCTE 3a TOT af, Yepe3 KOTOPHIY OH IIPOLIET, - CKa3all OH el, ero

ria3a OBLIM MOJIHE IeYallyd | CThIA.

- 410 3HA4UT "0TBETCTBEeHEH?. - Eil He MOHPABUJIOCH, KaK 3TO IIPO3By4Yasao. ITO TOBOPHUIIO O TOM, YTO
OH CIIellMasibHO CHeJall Bce, YTO CIIy4unoch ¢ Hapyro.

Ho oH He OTBeTHUI Ha ee BOIPOC.

- TBou mpy3bs Takue Xke. - OHa MOBEPHY/IACh B Ty CTOPOHY, Ky[a OH yKa3hIBaJll, a 3aTEM IIOBEPHYIaCh
o0paTHO, HO OH yXKe Hcues.

- {1 momXHa HaWUTH BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX.

Ona noOexasa B yKa3aHHOM HallpaBJIeHUH.

- Ho g BEISICHIO, KTO 3TOT 4YeJIOBEK U KaK OH CBg3aH ¢ HapyTo.
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