Bbe3 BCsSIKOM MBICIIM €TI0 TEJI0 IIPUIIIIO B IBU2KEHUE.

BepHenn ObII OTKPOBEHHO HE B COCTOSTHUH CJIENUTD 3a PA3BUTHEM COOBITHM ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK DTepHa
3asBUJIa, 4YTO OHa BembMa.

OH cYHTas 3TO CIUIIKOM HaOyMaHHBIM, U JazZKe II0CJie TOro, KaK OH BCe O6JIYMEU'I, OH MOT TOJIBKO
AYMaTh, 4YTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO.

[ToaTomy BepHen nuInb mogyMas, YTo ITepHA CIUIIKOM 3alyTajiach U IPHIIa K CTPAaHHOMY
BBIBOTIY.

Ho oHa [eliCTBUTEIBHO CHellajla OlacCHOe 3asBeHue, T03TOMY Jyulie OblsI0 OB CHa4yasa yCIOKOUTh
ee.

OnHako COOBITHS Pa3BUBAIUCH HE TaK MEMJIEHHO, KaK OH 0XKHUAan: OTepHa IPHITHYIA CO CKaHL... U
Onpaii3 mMojeTena 3a Hen.

[Tocne 3TOrO... OH MaJo 4YTO MOMHHUIL.

Ho He ycnen oH OIIOMHUTHCS, KaK caM TOXKe yIaj ¢ 00phiBa.

Ero Teso, MOMXKHO OBITh, OTPEArupoBajo 6e3 pa3myMui.

Ecnu Gbl 0H mIoyMar 00 3TOM CIIOKOMHO, He ObIJI0 ObI HUKaKOM He0OX0OUMOCTH IPeNIPUHIMAaTh
Takue OerCTBU.

B KoHIle KOHI0B, JNIpai3 yMena JieTaTh.

Kpome Toro, mockonbKy oHa Obiyia CBSITOM, TO Jaxe Mpy 0OBIYHOM IafieHUH He ToJTyunsia Obl HU
I[apaIyHEL.

Torpa ero mocTymok ObIJI CPONHYU CaMOYOUICTBY, CKOpee Kak 6arax, 4yeM I0jIb3a s Jpais.

Ax... Kakoi Xke i1 Iypak.

[TogymaB Tak, BepHes1 norpy3uics B MOpe U IIOTePsI CO3HAHUE.

Korpga on O4YHYJICA, TO 06Hapy}KI/IJI, 4TO CIIaJI TOe-TO B IIelepe.

[TocMOTpPEB B CTOPOHY, OH YBUIEJ CHALIEE JIULO IOTEPSBIIEX CO3HaHUE DTEPHEL.



3aTeM OH 3aMeTHJI CBET, OCBEIaBIINT rnemepy.

CBeT mapun Haj HUM, IOfIepKUBasT OIpeie/IeHHOe TeIJIo, U CITyKUJ 3aMeHOU OTHIO.

— AX, THI IPOCHYICA?

Y xorpma oH IMOCMOTPEN Ha YIBRIOKY JOJpaii3, 0CBellleHHY0 CBeTOM, BepHesn MTHOBEHHO ITPOCHYJICS.

OH BcTan ¢ OBICTPOTOM, yOuBUBIIEH ero camMoro. OH OKOHYATeIbHO 0CO3HAJI, YTO HE TOJIBKO CTajl
HEHYKHBIM 6arakoMm st DJIpai3, HO ¥ OHa caMa CTaJjia IOMOTaTh eMy.

OH uyyBCTBOBAaJ ce051 HECUACTHEIM... UeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO OH XOTEJI 3alUTUTh, BMECTO 3TOT'0 3alUTHUII
ero. ¥ 3To CIy4unoch yxKe TPUXKIHL.

Iomr, KOTOPHIM OH eH 3af0JIzKaJll, CTAaHOBUJICS BCe OO0JIbINe 1 OOJIbIIe.

— 41 OnTa YOUBJIEHA. THI TaK HEOXKUOAHHO CIIPBITHYII.

— 4-g coxarner... 3T0 CIIy4YMJIOCH, IIPpeXKae 4eM g YCIIel IIOHATE...

— 4 3akpoio Ha 9TO I71a3a, MOCKOJIBKY 9TO OBLIO Pagy TBOEU AparolieHHo noapyru. Ho To, 4To TH
chenan paHee, 0b110 OosbIie 6e3pPacCcynCTBOM, YeM XPadpoCThio.

—...Ja.

— ...Ho MrHOBeHHO ciesaTh 3TO Py IMOAPYTH - JOCTOWHO MOXBasibl. TH He JOJIKEH 3a0bIBaTh O
TAKOM ZIyXe, HO He 3a0biBall 3a60TUTHCS U O cebe.

[Tpu aTHX croBax JJpaii3 mepBasi MBIC/Ib, KOTOpas MpHUIIIa eMy B TojioBy, Oblta: "HeBepHo".

BepHen coemnan 9ToO He U TOTO, YTOOB! IIOMOYEL CBOEH IIOAPYTe DTEPHe.

XoTsa 9TepHa OelCTBUTEIIHHO OblJla He3aMEeHHUMBIM ¥ BasKHEIM OpyroM, OHa Onlta CKOpee 4JIeHOM
CeéMbH, BEIPOCHIUM B OMHOM OepPeBHe.

Korpma oH ocTacst 0quH 1U3-3a CBOEH CHIIH, 9Ta JePEBHS OblIa TEM MECTOM, KOTOPOE MPHUHSIIO ero. U
13 TeX XKuTeJlel epeBHU JTepHa Onlna eMy OnnxkKe BCeX.

OH e CTBUTENIPHO CYUTAI €€ MUJION U XOTeN 3alUTUTD €e. ITO He OBIJIO JI0KbIO.



Ho Kak TO/JIbKO JTepHa CIPHITHYJa BHU3, BepHesT pedIeKTOPHO IepecTas IBUTraThC.

He 1o uT00BI OH OpOCHI ee U3 XKeCcTOKOCTH. CKopee, 3TO OBIIO BEI3BAHO CIIOKOMHOM OIEHKOM, YTO OHA
He MOJTYYUT Bpefa, TaK YTO BCE B MOPSIAKE.

Iaxe ecnu Obl OH BEIIPHITHYI, 3TO OBIJI0 OB HEBEPHOE PEIlIeHUE, TIOCKOIBKY 3TO TOIBKO YBETUYUIIO
KOJIMYECTBO yIaBIIUX Jifofied. JIydire 66110 OBl IOMCKATh JTEPHY BHU3Y BMECTE CO BCEMH.

Ho korpa oH YBUOEI IIPOJIETAIOIIYIO 3npa1713, OH [TaXKe He ITogyMall 00 3TOM.

OH yxke 6exaJsl ¥ CIPHITHYJI BHU3, IPeXe YeM 3aMeTHI ee.

XOTs1 OHa He HyXK[ajlach B ero IMOMOIIH, faxke 6OoJIbile, 4eM JTepHa.

Ax... [ToHaTHO. BOT KaK g OTHOLIYCh K 9TOMY YEJIOBEKY...

OH TIPOTJIOTHII CJTOBA, KOTOPBIE COOMPAITUCH BHIPBATLCS HAPYXKY, U YOAPUI ce0si B TPYAb CKATHIM
KyJIaKOM.

910 OB He Te CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE MOKHEI OBI/IA MTPO3BYYaTh ceilyac.

CmoBa IIPUBA3AHHOCTH OT 3TOr0 HEJOOEe/IaHHOI'0 YeJIOBE€Ka MOTJIX TOJIBKO PACCTPOUTE €e.

HOQTOMy OH ITOOaBHUII CBOM YYBCTBa ¥ BMECTO 3TOI'0O CKa3adJI COBCEM OPYToOe.

— Jmpaii3-cama. S TyT momyMar - MoxkeT ObITh, ITepPHa TaKas ke, Kak U 5?

— Takas ke, KaK U TH - 9T0 TOYHO! DTO BO3MOKHO!

— Ia. 4 ToXe - XOTd ¥ He OO0 TAaKOW CTeIeHH, YTOOH HUKOTHA He MOoJIyYyaTh PaHeHUH, MHE TPYIHO
IIOJTy4YUTh TpaBMy. Jlaxke Korga MeHs Opocuna Most COOCTBEHHasi CEMbSI ¥ M3THaJla U3 Halllen
IepeBHU, OOBIYHEIN YeIoBeK Obla OBl MABHO MEPTB, HO S BCE ellle XKUJI - HeT, 9Ta CHJIa MOoAmepKuBaia
MO0 XK13Hb. He3aBUCHMO OT TOr0, HACKOJILKO T'OJIOMHBIM MIM KaXKAYIIUM 5 OBIJI, S HE MOT BCTPETHUTD
CBOIO CMEPT.

Benpma u CBsiTast MOTJIM OBITH PaHEHBI TOJIBKO CBOMMH CHUJIaMU. ITO CBOMCTBO OBLIO IIPUCYIIE TOJIBKO
M.

OpmHako 3mech ObIIO UCKITIOUEHHUe.,



9T0 OBLT HE KTO UHOM, KakK BepHen.

Bepnenn He Obi1 HU CBSITOM, HU Bembmoii. O4eBUIHO, YTO OH ObIT MyKYKUHOM.

Tem He MeHee, OH 06J1afas CUION ¥ XapaKTEPUCTUKAMU, OTU3KUMHU K BEIbMUHCKUM.

STepHa MOXKeT OBITh TAKOM XKe, Kak U s, — Imogymas BepHen.

%1 9Hpaﬂ3, Ka3aJIOCh, HAIllJIa B 3TUX CJIOBAX OTBET.

— IlelCcTBUTENBHO, 3TO BCe 00bSICHSET. B TakoM ciydae, He ObIJI0 OBl CTPAHHBIM, e/t Obl ITepHa-CaH
o0agana HEKOTOPEIMU YepTaMy BegbMbl, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHa He BegbMma.

— Jmnpaii3-caMa - dTepHe OBITI0 TPYIHO KOHTPOIMPOBATH CBOIO CHUITy, BaM He KaxkeTcs? Kak u MHe
Torga, — 00eCIIOKOEHHO CIIpocut BepHenn y npaia.

Ona Oblya Tako# ke, KaK ¥ OH caM [0 BCTpeuH ¢ Jypaii3. Ero cua BHIIIUIa U3-II0[ KOHTPOJISA, U OH He
MOT ee KOHTPOJIMPOBaTh, I09TOMY €My IIPUIIIOCh BECTU CKUTAJIbUYEeCKYI0 KU3Hb.

[ToaTOMy OH OECIIOKOHUJICS, YTO ITepHa MOXKeT ObITh TaKOM Ke, KaK OH.

Ho mocne Toro, kKak Jnpai3 moHa0momana 3a ITePHOM, OHA MOT4a IT0Kavasia TOJI0BOM.

— Her, g He 3aMeTuIa HUKAKUX ITPH3HAKOB TOTO, YTO CHUJIa BBIIUIA U3-TIOf KOHTPOJ. Eii
IEeUCTBUTEILHO HUYTO He MOBPEAUT. ITO OBIJIa IPOCTO Yepeia COBIAAeHNW, KOTOpas 3aCTaBuUIa ee
IyMaTh, 4YTO BO BCEM BUHOBATa OHa.

— Io-nougaTtHoO... I pam.

BepHenn mouyBCTBOBal oberuenue, u Jnpan3 Toxke yIeIOHYIach.

BepHens oTBes B3I OT 9TOU YIIBIOKH.

OH 0CO3HaJI, 4TO ero JUIO CTaio TOPAYHNM. Ero nutio ceruac OIIpenesIeHHo OBLIO KPaCHBIM.

OH Hafesancs, YTO CMOXKET ChesiaTh TaK, YTOOHI 3TO Ka3aJjloCh, YTO BUHOBAT CBET.

— Yo X... maBa¥ BepHeMcs. Bce, HaBepHOe, ceiiyac BONHY0TCS. [loce Toro, Kak OTepHa-CaH
IIPOCHETCSI, MBI €1 0 BCEM pacCKaXeM.



— Xopotiio.

Onpau3 Npeasioxuila BEepHYThCS Ha3af, U BepHeI cornacumics.

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT OH yYBHUOEII HEYTO CTPAHHOE.

®opma Orpaii3 Oblsla clierka IopBaHa B 0071acTH PYK... ¥ TaM BUHEACh TUHUS PaHHL.

— Onpai3-cama? Bailia pyka...

— Pyka? Yto ¢ neu?

— 9-3-3... TaM paHa...

Ornpaii3 youBIeHHO TOCMOTpETIAa Ha CBOIO PYKY U JOTPOHYJIACh 10 Hee.

U K ToMy MOMEHTY, KOTla OHa yOpasa pyKy, Ha Heii Oblza 00BIYHas HEMCIIOPUYEeHHAas Oesas Koxka.

BmecTo 5TOTO B €€ PyKe MOosABUJIaCh KpaCHad HUTE.

— AX, KaXeTCs, HUTKa 3aCTp4iIa. Bo3MoxHO, 3TO IIPpOMU301IJI0, KOT'da MEI YIIAJIH.

— Hurtka...

Oxasasioch, 4YTO Ha PyKe JJpai3 3acTpsiia KpacHas HUTKa.

Kakas mocamuas ommoOKa.

Ecnu mogyMaTh CIIOKOMHO, TO JIpaii3 HUKAK He MOrJla ObITh paHeHa.

Ho ecnu 651 OH OelCTBATEIbHO OB CIIOKOEH, OH OBl 3aMETHII.

®opma Beprerna Ovlna oKpallleHa B YePHO-CUHUIM 1IBET.

®opma ITepHH OblTa Oe10-3eJIEHOH.

Onpaii3 Hocuia Takywo ke (popMy, Kak y ITEepHHL.



Hu4To B 9TOM MeCTe He HCII0Ib30Balo KPaCHYIO TKaHb.

Torga oTKypma B3s/1aCh HATH?

BepHeHH ellle He 3aMEeTHUJIT 9TOU CTPAaHHOCTH.

...J]a, e1le HeT...
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