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Bornee Toro, moueMy OH CHAJ 0fieXAy? MoXKeT, 3TOT YeJI0BEK Ha CaAMOM [iejie CKPBITHIN
HuM(poMaHbsAK? OH NMBEITAeTCS UCKYCUTh MEHS, IIOTOMY 4YTO 5 He IofoIa K HeMy? 4 He HOoMXKHa
BECTHUCH Ha ero Tpioku. OH He CO0Ia3HUT MEHS CBOUMU MYXKCKUMU mpesecTsaMu. OHa CrI0THYTA U
pelIusia nepecrtaTb CMOTPETEL Ha HETo, II0BEPHYB I'0JIOBY B CTOPOHY. HO BCKOpe OHa yciblana
Ts2KeJble, IOCIeIIHbIe [Iary.

Ona Obl/Ta Tak IoOpaXkeHa 3BYKaMHU, YTO e MPOCTO MPUIIIOCh OTJITHYTLCS Ha3afl B ero CTOPoHY. JIyH
X39H pemui caM IIOJOUTH K HEH, a He XKaTh, I0Ka OHa NpuaeT K HeMmy! Pa3Be OH He JOIKeH MaHUTh
MeHS TTa/IbIleM U 3BaTh K cebe CBOUM CO0Ia3HUTENBHEIM IojiocoM? [IogeMy OH pelus IOJouTu?
Kakoi ke OH HeTEePIENUBHIK...

"Aaa. Bel He... He HykHO Tak ToponuThcs." Bali CsaHcio Oblyia B TaHuKe. Korma oHa yBuUpena, 4YTo OH
MIOAXOOUT K Hell TaKMM BIACTHBHIMHU IIaraMU, OHa MOACO3HATEIbHO YKIIOHUIACH 3a CTOJI.

JIya X3H nogHsan 6poBu. Buas, Kak OHa IBITAETCS YKPHITHCS OT HETO, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI BHE3AITHOE
JXeJlaHHUe CXBaTUTh €€ U «HaKa3aThb». YTOJI ero rybd B3MBUI BBepX, 00pa3ys OMacHYI0 YXMBIIKY. 9TO
ucnyraso bai CsHCI0, ¥ OHa BCe BpeMsl OTXOOuUJIa OT Hero. Besikuil pa3, Korpa JIyH XoH menan gBa
1ara BIepeq, OHa TaKxXKe [ejlaja ABa liara Ha3an. OHY UTrpajiy B KOIIKU-MBIIIKY BOKPYT cToJa. K
COXKaJIeHNUI0, 3TO He 3aTSHYJIOCh HaJONro, Tak KakK y bait CaHCI0 Hadanach OfbIKa. M3My4YuBIIUCS,
ee TeJIo Hayaso KayaThCs, HO JIyH X9H ObUT CIUIIKOM OBICTPHIM. B MrHOBEHUE OKa OH OKa3aJCs
PSAIOM C Hell, cMeTas ee ¢ Hor. OH OpOCHII ee Ha IJIeY0 U CTOSTI ONIbIHEHHHIM OT BKyca nobensl. OH
TIOOIIETT K KPOBATH U MOJIOXKUTI ee C 6ECKOHEYHOU MSATKOCTHIO.

Y Hero He ObLI0 BEIOOpa, KpoMe Kak OBITH C Hell He3KHBIM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3Ta [eByIlIKa ciaba u
HeXHa, Kak 6ymara. OH MOXeT copBaTh fefia, eciiu OyaeT ¢ Hel cmumkoM rpyosm. Ho
CHepXKUBaThCs cenyac ObUI0 XyxKe cMepTH. bait CIHCIO yXKe ITpuxpaMblBala U yCTajla 3To# 0eroTHU
BOKPYT. Bce, 4To OHa MoOra choenaTh, 9TO YCEPAHO ABIIATh, ToKa JIyH X9H e€ Hec. TeM He MeHee,
OHAa BCe PaBHO HEMHOI'O COIIPOTUBIIANIACH, yHapuB Inedo JIyH X9Ha CBOMMU KPOIIEYHEIMU KyJIlaKaMu.
OHa cpenarna BCero HECKOJIBKO yIapoB, IpeXke 4yeM OTAepHyTh Kynaku. Ou! Ilouemy g
eOUHCTBEHHas, KoMy O0IbHO OT TOTO, YTO g €0 OBIO...

Jlyr X3H B34JI ee 3a PYKy, YyBCTBYs, UTO OHa MaccupyeT ee. ITociie 3Toro OH MOOHEC €€ KO PTY U
nu3HyJ. UyBCTBO YIOBOILCTBUSA YBIIEeKI0 bait CAHCIO ¥ OHa 3acToHANA... {1 coaloch. ITOT MyK4YMHA
CJIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3TO [ieJiaeT.

OHa cobupasnach MIPOTUBOCTOSITh AalbHEHIIUM ABUKEHUSIM JIyH X9Ha, HO OH YK€ MacTEPCKU pasfen
ee. CuTyauusi ctTaHOBUIACh OlTaCHOU. B To Bpems kak bail CAHCIO yX&Ke pa3MBIIUIAia, KakK el 3aBTpa
BCTaTh C IIOCTEJIM, B KOMHATe pa3[iaich 3ByKU CTyKa. CTYK OB HE 0YeHb TPOMKUM, HO
HacToM4uBEIM. O4eBUIHO, YTO y YeJioBeKa OblJI0 HaMepeHre TOMeIIaTh UM.

"Bamwe... MMH... BeicouecTBo... CTy4ar... KT0-TO CTy4uT B ABEpS..."

JIyH X3H CIUIIKOM YBJIEKCS, YTOOBI YCIIBIIIATE 3BYKY U3 OBepu. OH [aXKe He 3aMeTHUTI UX, IT0Ka bai
Csncio He obpaTuia Ha HUX BHEMaHusg. OH CTUCHYT 3yOHl 1 3apbidai: "dto Takoe??" Ero romoc Obin
xonongHeIM. Ecnu 3TO He 4TO-TO BaXkHOeE, TO ux Ouxkatiinee Oygyiiee OymeT B OTaCHOCTH.

Cryyvamum oka3ascs lyap. KoHeuHo, OH caM He XOTeJI CTy4aTh UM B IBEPh B TaKOe BpeMsi! 3BYKOB,
MCXOMSIINX U3HYTPU KOMHATHI, OBbIJIO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! fla’ke KOHYUKH €Tro YIIen CTalu SpKo-
KpacHbIMHU. "Bartie BeicouecTBo. HoBOCTH U3 [iBOpIla. BHOBCTBYyIOIIas uMIepaTpulia Taxkeno 6onbHa U
HaXOOUTCSA B OOJIBIION OMAaCHOCTH."



BmoBCTBYyOIIYI0 UMIIEPATPUITY MOXKHO CYUTATh OOHOM M3 CTOPOHHUKOB ceMbH JIyH. CTapas MafaM u
UMIIepaTPHUIlAa YacTO IIOMOTAIHU APYT OPYTY, MOTOMY 4YTO Obly mompyraMu. Eciu ObI He 3TOT (akT,
Crapast MagaM HUKOT{a OBl He Corjlacuiach Ha Opak ¢ mouephio ceMby JIMH. Bone3Hb BIOBCTBYIOIIEH
MMIIepaTPUIlL], TOMCTHHE HEOTIOXHasd 3afada. Y JIyH XsHa He Oblyio BeIOOpa, KpoMe KakK YUTH,
cuenuB 3yOnl. OH Hakpbll bait CSHCIO 0fesisioM U ¢ OOJIBIINM TPYLOM IOMHSJICS Ha HOTH.

Bau CgHCo ynepiach B HETO B3IJISAIOM U HE CMOTJIa yAepXkKaThCs 0T rioTaHus. Kakoe yxacHoe
Konn4ecTBo noTa! [laxke ero riasa nokpacHenu. Pa3Be HyKHO OBITh TAKUM HEYIOBIETBODEHHBIM B
cBoeM anmnetute? Yro g nenan? MHe faxe HeMHOIO XaJjlb ero.

"Xoportmo oTnoxHu. I Halay Te0s mo3xe." JIyH X3H X0TeJ elllé HeMHOT0 00BbSICHUThL KOe-4To, U
osicTpo opesncs. Korma oH cobupancs MOKHHYTh KOMHATY, eMy IIPHIJIa B TOJI0BY MEICTE. "B0ooCh, 4TO
MaMa CKOpO BepHeTcs. M Torga oHa... HEMHOr0 m03aboTuTcs o Heil."

Crapast MafaM ¥ BIOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepaTpUlla Oblid ONM3KM, KaK CecTpsl. [T0Ty4uB HOBOCTH, OHA
Onvla OBl yOuTa ropeM. bojee Toro, 0Ha CKOpo BepHeTCs ¢ 1ora. bait CsHCIO, eCTeCTBEHHO, 3Haa 00
3TOM M3 poMaHa. CTapas MagaM ropeBajia O BHOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIEPATPUIIE 10 TAKOM CTEMEeHH, YTO
caMa 3a6ornena. JIyH X9H Tor{a gaxe IIPUHS TJIaBHYIO T€POWHIO B TOMECThE U OCTABUII €€
OTBETCTBEHHOU 3a OBITOBEIE BOIPOCH. O00CHOBaHME 3TOr0 OBII0 MpocTeiM. OHa OyAyIas MagaM goMa
¥ PaHO MJIU TIO3[MHO BO3bMET Ha cebs yImpaBieHue JOMAIIHUM X035UCTBOM.

K coxamenuto, mmocje eé mpuOBITHSI BOSHUKAJIO BCce OobIte 1 0osbiile mpobieM, 13-3a 4ero 001e3Hb
Crapoi MajjaM JIUIIb TPOHoJIKaiack. 2KeHa U HaJIOXKHUIIL BeTi 00€BHIE NEHCTBUS, a MIOCIEAYIOIIue
3aroBOPHl ¥ MHTPUTH IIOTPY3UIM UMEHHUe B IOJIHEIMA Oecropsmok. Ho camoit 6osbIoi mpo6aeMon oist
BCeX OBbLIM MOKJIOHHUKY I'JIaBHOM reporHu. OHU MPUXOOUIHN TOJIIIAaMHU OJUH 3@ OPYTHUM.

K ToMy BpeMeHU TJIaBHBIM repoit 6e3yMHO B Hee Bmo6uics. OHYM BalIsIJIUCh B IIPOCTHIHAX, IPeXK/e
yeM IpUHAIK Opak, YTo BbI3BAJIO CKaHfasn. HecMOTps Ha BCe 9TO, TJIaBHBIM Irepoii 0TKa3ancs
CKPHIBATh CKaHMas. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa ero xeHiuHa! [T03ToMy, OBIJI0 MHOTO CITy4YaeB, KOraa
r71aBHas T€POMHS He MOTJla BCTATh C IIOCTEJIU B TeUeHKe TPeX OHEeW. ITO IIPUBEJIO K TOMY, UTO ApyTHUe
BTOPOCTEIEHHbIE XKEHIITMHEI B €T0 3aHEM [IBOPE CKpHUIleny 3y0aMu OT peBHOCTH, a CTapas MafaM
TIOYTH yMepJia B THEBeE.

Hapeemcsi, B 9TOT pa3 Takas CUTyalus He HACTYIIHUT.

[To kaKoi-TO IPUYKHE OHA IOTEPsja BCIO SHEPTHUIO B CBOEM Tejle cpaly XKe mocie yxofa JIyH XaHa.
[Tocne HEBEPOSITHO CIIOXKHOU 3afa4yy OEeThCs, OHA Cpa3y JKe BepHyJiach Ha KpoBaTh. BOOBCTByOIIas
uMIIepaTpHUIla He cMorya Obl ©30exkKaTh CBoei cynbObl. bait CsiHCI0O HU4ero He cMorja Obl COemnaTh C
ee Oone3nbio. OHA He Beflb KaKOU-TO Uyno-Bpay. MI3MyueHHas, oHa ORICTPO 3acHyna. K Tomy
MOMEHTY, KOTla OHa ITPOCHYIach, B KOMHATe OBII0 y2Ke TeMHO. OHa KpukHyna. "KTo-To ecTn?"

"Magam Crou. Cso lu 3peck. YT0-TO Cyuunocs?"

"Her. [TpuHI eme He BepHycsa?" OHa BCIIOMHMIIa U3 POMaHa, YTO, KOTTla BIOBCTBYIOIIAS
UMIlepaTpulia TsXkeo 3abosena, BCce JOBEPEHHbIe CIyKUTEIN UMIIepaTopa LOIXKHEI ObUIN
COIIPOBOXKMATH €ro BO ABOpIe. Ecnu uCcTOpuUs IpOrpeccupyerT o pOMaHy, CerofHs Be4epoM OH He
BEPHETCH.

"TIpuHn eme BepHyJcs. Ho 0o paccBera elle ecTh BpeMs. Brl eme HeMHoro nocnurte?" Cso [u
Jexkaja CHapyXu, IIOTOMY 4TO X03s#iKa 9acTo o0Opalrajach K CiyxKaHKe 1ocpefyd Houu. Ciayru Obuin
BeCbMa BHUMAaTEJIbHAI 13-3a 3TOT0 MHOTOJIETHET0 aClleKTa CIyXKeHus.

"Mwmwm. Het. [laBaii cnu!" HecMoTps Ha TO, 9YTO OHa 3HaJla, 4YTO BO BpeMs moe3fKu ¢ JIyH XoHOoM



HUYEro He CITYYHTCS, OHA He MOTJIa He 0eCIIOKOUTLCS. Bech MIepaToOpPCKuH Cy BCTYIIHII B IIEPUOT
HeCTaOMIBHOCTH OCJIE TOTO, KaK BIOBCTBYIOIAs UMIIepaTpuila 3abonena. Kpyr BooBCTByoIIEH
MMIIePaTPUIILI He JIaUII C KPYTroM HeIHeIHe#. Kak TO/TbKO BIOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIEpaTpUIla
CKOHYAJIaCh, KIIMKY HBEIHEITHEW UMIIePaTPUITEI HaXOIUIM BCEBO3MOXKHEIE CIIOCOORI ITPeciieioBaTh
CTOPOHHKKOB BIOBCTBYIOIIEHN UMIIEPaTPHUIIHL.

VimmepaTop Onin 60ojiee UeM CYacT/IUB YBUAETh, KaK OHU CpaxXKkalTcs Mexknay coboii. B KOHIE KOHIIOB,
MMEHHO OH BRIATPAJI OT uXx cThiuek. Ho Bait CgHcio Obllla 0UeHb 3aHsTa C TEX 10, KaK BEPHYJIach B
moMecThe. TeM He MeHee, CIIOKOMHBIM HOYHOM ITOKOM HEMHOT0 3apsoui e€ OaTapeiku.

Ha crepytoiiee yTpo oHa Hadajla OTBeYaTh 3a AoMalllHue fiena. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO y Hee OBIIo
MHOTO 00sI3aHHOCTEH, OHA He TpaTuJia Ha HUX Bce cBou mHU. OHa Oblyla 3aHsSITa BCEI'0 HECKOJIBKO
IOHEeW B MeCSIl, ¥ el IPUXOOUIIOCH KAkl JeHb 3a00TUTHCS 0 HEOOIbIINX e3KeIHEeBHHIX 3adavax.

Heoxupanno JIyn Xau noctasun JIys lllyTuHa oTBedaTh 3a Bonpoc CaH XyH, Ipexae 4eMm yien. JIyH
[IIyTuH BOCIPUHSI 3TO HOBOJILHO CEPhe3HO U Ipuiles coobumTs bait CsaHcio o moaroToBke. [Tocie
TOr0, Kak bait CsHCIO BEIC/IyIIala ero NOKJIafl, OH Ilepefasl el CIMCOK OOBUHUTEIILHBIX 3aKTI0UEHUH.

Ee ry0Orl HaYanu HEYBEPEHHO TOAEPTUBATHCS, KOTIa OHA UX TPOCMOTpeia. PoMaH JelCTBUTENIBHO
YKJIOHUJICSL OT CBO€eH TeMHOU ucrtopuu. HeyouBuTenpbHO, YTO OHa Oblyla HACTOJILKO YBEPEHa, YTO
CMOXKeT MeHs 3aMeHUTh. E€ HUKOTja He 0TBepraji MyK4YUHE], KOTOPHIX OHA IIRITaTach COOIa3HUTS!

CHauana oHa cob6a3HuIa OBYX MOJIOOLIX paboduX, ¥ OMHOTO M3 KOTOPHIX yKe Oblja XKeHa U
HanmoxXHuIla. [Toce 3TOro oHa moImIa elle manbiie. HaunHas OT oXpaHHUKA B €e Pe3UAEHIIUN 10
oxpaHHHUKa pe3upeHuu CyH... "Kakasg 6efiHas BIOBa IIyCTOTO foMa? ITOT TEPMUH SIBHO €l He
nogxogut!”
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