- CnmaBa 6oraMm, Anuwm, s 3Hal... TOYHee, s He Oblla YBE€pPEHa, 4TO...

OHa He ycnesna J0ToBOPUTh. HOKC IPUTSHYII ee B CBOM O0BSTUS U CTaJI IIeJI0BaTh CO BCEU CHUIIOM.

Tonma BOKPyT HUX pa3pa3ujach arIoguCMEeHTaMy U CBUCTOM, HO eMy OBIlo Bce paBHO. OH
HacJIaXaJcs rapMoOHUEN - BOCCOEIUHUIICS C XKEHIITMHOM, KOTopas 3aHsjia MECTO B €T0 Cepfle U
IIpeBpaTUIach B HOBBIM UCTOYHUK CBETA, YPABHOBEIINBAIOIINY paHee MPaBsIlyi0 TaM TbMy. 1
cemyac... ceriyac oHa coOupasiach MPOU3BECTH Ha CBET pedeHKa - ero pebeHKa.

[Tpepras nouenyy, Hokc npuxarncs 160M K ee 70y .

- YT0 XK, S COMHEBAOCh, UTO KTO-TO CMOXKET IIPEB30UTH 3TO BO3BpAllleHNUE, MOl IPYT.

OTCTpaHI/IBH.II/ICI:, Hokc O6paTI/IJ'I BHUMaHNe Ha Hema u ero mgerei. prT OBITI B IIIare OT TOTO YTOOEI
pacCMeAThCs, B TO BPEMs KaK €TI0 JeTH HaXOOUJIKCh B II0X02KEM, HO OMHOBPEMEHHO HEIIOX0XKEM
COCTOSHHUH.

Po66 u [12XK0H NBIOMTMCH KaK OypaKH, Pa3Be UTO MOCTIeIHUN KaK-TO MEITAJICS chepxkuBaThcs. CaHca
B3[IbIXajla OT CBOMX [AEBUYbUX Ha[eXK[, KeJJaHu{ U KalellbKi PEeBHOCTU. APbsl IOTHOCTHIO
IIOKpacHesla ¥ CMOTpeJia Ky[a-To Baaiab, 60pMoYa "He-He-He... TOJIbKO yepe3 Mo Tpym". A I0HBIN
BpaH, KOTOPEIH OB ellle CIUIIKOM MaJjl, YTOOBI TOHATh, YTO MIPOUCXOAUT, IPOCTO YIbIOaNCs u
pafoBacs BMECTE C TOJIIOH.

[Tpouuctus ropno, Hokc oTcTpanuics oT Hupkl HACTONIBKO, YTO OfHA PyKa 3allluTHO 00XBaTHIa ee
IJIeYu.

- JTopn Crapk. [TpocTuTe 3a HapylleHWe STUKETa, HO...

- He 3a uto u3BuHATHECA, HOKC, - paccmestncs Hep, - s Bce moHKUMAI0. M, HCXOas U3 CBOEr0 OILITA, S
COMHEBAIOCh, YTO Thl CMOXKeIlb COCPEAOTOYUTLCI Ha YEM-TO APYTOM B JaHHBIM MOMEHT. Tak moyeMmy
Obl TeOe U TBOEY NIPeKpacHoii Jieil He BEPHYTLCSA B KOMHATHI, KOTOPHIE JIOPH MaHAep/iIu IIPUTOTOBUIT
a5 Bac B HoBoM 3amMke? MBI CMOKEM BCTPETUTHCS BO YepTore BogsgHoro, Korga BEl OCTaTOYHO
BOCCTAHOBUTE CBOU CHIJIHI...

Hoxkc TepnenuBo gocnyinan qo KOHIIa, KUBHYJI, TIOBEPHYJICA U noaxBaTuil Hupy Ha pyku. [Tonydus
1apy JIETKUX IIPOTECTOB, - KOTOpkle CUTX IPOUTHOPUPOBa, - Hokc mo6exkasn CKBO3b TOJITY TaK
OBICTPO, KaK TOIBKO MOTJIM HECTH €r0 HOTH, HajeneHHble Cunoii. CeBepssHe PagoCTHO 3aCMESITIHCH,
KOTZIa OH IMPOHECCS MUMO HUX. EQUHCTBEHHOM €ro MBIC/IBIO OBIJIO TO, YTO OH CJIMIIIKOM HOJIT0 OBIT
BOanu OoT Hups.

«Bomnbire HUKOTHA. - [ToKIAICS OH, cylnas, Kak Hupa ykasbBaeT eMy JOPOry K X KOMHaTaM, Kak
TOJIKO OH BoIesl B HoBeIit 3aMOK. - OTHHIHE, Kyfa OBl 5T HY OTIIPABUIICS, OHA MOKAET CO MHO#. 1 He
IIOTePSI0 ee, KakK MoTepss Amapy.



BpemMs kak caMmo moHsTHe uc4Ye3sio A Hokca, moka OH Hackimancs Hupoi, KoTopas B CBOIO ouepe[b
C TOTOBHOCTBIO OTBeYasla eMy B3aMMHOCTHIO, la eIlé C TAaKOM SHEePTHey U rojiofioM, YTO, YeCTHO
TOBOPSI, YAWBUIIO Haxke ero camoro. O4eBUIHO, TOPMOHHI 10O6aBUIN €ro JTI000BHUIIE HOMOTHUTEILHOM
CTPacTU. DTO €ro BIIOJIHE YCTPauBaso. Brepenu ObIIH Ie/Ikle MECSITH KOMIIEHCAIUK BO3IePKAHUS.
Mecsiiiel, HallOTHEHHBIE YOOBIETBOPEHUS TOXOTH. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, UMEHHO (HU3UIECKOe UCTOIIEeHNE
CO CTOPOHBI Halphl 3aCTaBUIIO UX CHENIATh IEePEPHIB.

- THl yke nipupyMasa uMsa?

- Ha. - OTBeTUINa ero Bo3mobIeHHas, II0JI0KKUB CBOIO JIAJOHb IIOBEPX €r0 JIafloHU. - f mpuayMaa
HECKOJIbKO. Ho 51 XoTena J0KaaThCs TBOETO BO3BPAIEHUS JOMOM, IPeXKe YeM 3aXOAUTh CITUIIKOM
maneko. Ecimu Manbuuk, TO ... Hy, s gymaina o6 dupuke, B 4eCTb Moero 6paTa, KOTOPHIH TOrud BO
BpeMs BoccTaHusa. M B 4ecTh mopaa CTapKa TOXKe.

- D1puK - Xopoiiee ums. - Cornacumncs Hokc.

- a, xopoiee. A y TeGs eCTh UMS IJIST MaIb4uuKa?

Haxwmypusiiuce, Hokc Ha MrHOBeHUE 3afyMalics.

Mticnb 0 pefeHKe HUKOTIa He ITPUXOMIKIia eMy B TOJIOBY, TaK YTO CKa3aTh, YTO Hupa cymesa BHIBECTH
€ro 13 PaBHOBECHUS, 3TO HUYEro He cKa3aTb. OH He IOMHUJI CBOETO OTIIa, ¥ ¥ HeTo He ObsIo OpaTheB U
cectep. Ho OBI7T0 HECKONTBKO YETI0BEK, KOTOPHIX OH BCIIOMUHAJ C TEIJI0TOM. AHIPOHUKOC U [lapT
Mapp. Ho TonmbKO 0OHO MMS CTOSJIO BO I'JlaBe ero "crnucka". MMg ero mepBoro HaCTOSAIIEr O Apyra,
flaXxe eCjIu UX OTHOIIEHUS HAa4daJIUCh C... CJIeTKa arpeCCUBHO.

- Kxem*

[laBeHMe Ha €ro PyKy CJIerka YCUJIUIOC.

- B uects Kxema Basna? TBoero ObIBIIEro CIYTH U Opyra?

- Da. - Kusayn Hokc. - HecMoTps Ha Hatre 0ojiee 4eM KeCTKOBaToe Hadajo, KxeM Ban B KoHIIe
KOHIIOB CTaJl HacToAmuM ApyroM. Utak, Onpuk unu KxeMm - uMs O Majibyuka. [ IeBOYKY,
BO3MOXKHO?..

- Amapa.

Vims omemomuno Hokca o Tako# CTeleHy, YTO OH CjIerKa MOANPHITHY Ha KPOBaTH.

-Yto?



- Ipyroro BapuaHTa HeT ¥ OBITh He MoxKeT, AnuM. - Cka3ana Hupa. Ee ronoc ObI MATKHUM U TTOJTHBIM
TelIa. - ¢ 3Hal0, YTO HUKOTIIa He CMOT'Y 3aMEeHHUTh ee B TBOEM cepflle, ma s 1 He xouy. OHa... OHa
chenana To, 4ero, s yMalo, HUKOTa He cMora Ovl caenath caMa. OHa BhITalMIa Te6s U3 ThbMBL IO
TaKOM CTEeNeHH, YTO Hayuua mio0uTh. U 4... 1 He xo4y, 4TOOH €€ 00pa3 Korga-HuOyab IOMYTHET B
TBOHX BOCIIOMHHAHUSIX.

[ToyyBCTBOBAB, YTO Ha €ro JINIle MOABUIaCh UCKPEHHS YIbI0Ka, OH IPUIIOOHSJICS Ha KPOBATH, YTOOH!
IIPUCIIOHUTBCS TOJIOBOM K ee IJIedy, OCTaBlsasl PyKy Ha ee XXUBOTe. To, YTO OHa TOJIBKO 4YTO CKa3ala,
TI0JIOZKMJIO KOHEI] CIIOPY, KOTOPHIYA OH BEJI BHYTPU Cebs yKe HeCKOIbKO MecsilieB. OH YIIyCTUI CBOU
maHc ¢ Amapoi. Y, knsayck Cuioi, OH He YIIYCTUT CBOY waHc ¢ Hupou.

- Hupa, 51 3Ha10, 4YTO He TOBOPUJI 3TOTO JOCTATOYHO YaCTO, HO 1... 51 100110 Tebs. Thl - MO cBeT. Moe
Terso. MoxeT, Alllapa U OTKphIJIa MOe CepAlle TIOKOI0, HO THl BHITAIMIa MEHS U3 ThbMEL U TENlepPb
SIBJISIEIILCSI MOUM SIKOPEM, eCJIX g KOTfa-HuOyaob CHOBA 3alpyCh BO ThMe.

- U s mo6mro Te6st, AmuM, MO KOJIIYH.

CxkaB PYKH B KyJIaKH, OH ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPHX HETO PAa3ropaeTCsa KOMOK HEPBOB.

«39T0 TpocTo cMeInHo! TTocre BCero, YTO 5T MEPEKHUII, ST He MOTY IIPOU3HECTH 3TH YEPTOBH CJIOBA?» -
[TomaBUB HEPBO3HOCTH, OH PEIIUIICS.

- Hupa... 4 cobuparcst cupocuts Te0st 00 3TOM, KaK TOIbKO MBI BepHeMCs, HO... B [Tekmo. Hupa, Th
IIPUCOEOUHUIIIECS KO MHE... B KaUeCcTBe KeHbl? C 9TOro MOMEHTAa U [0 Halllero BOCCOeIUHEHUS B
Curne?

Ee peakuus Ovina, HY, HEOXKUTAHHOM.

Yucroe 671aKeHCTBO BBIPBAJIOCh U3 HEe C CUJION CBEPXHOBOM 3Be3[Ibl, KOTMIa ero JH000BHULIA
TI0BaJIMJIa eT0 Ha CIUHY, yIlepjlach CBOMMU OepaMu B ero 6efpa, HaKJIOHUJIACh U Hayasla OCHIIaTh
ero IOLIeNTySIMHU 110 JIUITY U IIlee.

- Knanyco 6oramu, Anum! [Ta! Teicsuy pas ma!

HexkHo mepzka ee, OH NIPUTIONHSII €€ JIUII0 U TIpUKaJcsa rybaMu K ee ry6am.

«Bort Befp... Ecnu 9T0 TO, KaK AeNCTBUTENBHO ollyInaeTcsa CeeT, Torga... Cuina, moyeMy Tak MHOTO
CHATXOB OTTOpaxuBaloTCs OT Hero? JlagHo [Ikemau, ¢ HUMM BCE M Tak NMOHATHO. Ho CUTxu TO mouyemy,
MBbI Be[b OOJIKHEI 4epnaTh CUIy U U3 SMOIMY TOXKE, a 9T 3MOLUU UCTOYHUK He MeHblneld CUIbl, yeM
3JI0CTh U IpOoCTh!» - [Togymarn oH, 4yBCTBYS, KaK BHYTPHU HEro paclBeTaeT cuia. Cuia, poXaeHHas
JKeJlaHUeM 3alllUTUTh He TOIbKO Hupy, HO ¥ pacTyllero B Heu nTeHua. Mx nteHua. Ho noka Hokc
IOBOJILCTBOBAJICS JIETKUM IIOLIEJIyEM, Y ero BO3/TI00IeHHOM, 0UeBUOHO, OBISIN APYTHE UOEH: ee
TIOLIe/IyH CTAaHOBHJICS BCe Oojiee TOMOOHBEIM, KOTIa OHa MCKYCHO OBUTasa 6empaMu, YTOOBI



IIOATOTOBUTh U €T0, U €e K HOBOMY pPayHAYy.

- Tel Bep HE OyMaelllb, YTO MBI 3aKOHYUIIU? - YCMexHysach Hupa ¥ Co CTOHOM OIyCTU/Iach Ha HeEro. -
Jlopx Ctapk cKa3ajl He TOPOIUTLCA... 1 HaM IIPeICTOUT HaBepCTaTh YIIyIleHHOe BpeMs, AuMm.
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