Hoxkc cTosin Ha Hocy Mopckoro Bonka, mepzkarsncs 3a OOUH U3 TaKeJlaXKHBIX KAHATOB U TITyO0KO
OBIIIAT, HacaXkgasiCh TeM, KaK IIPOXIafHBIN CeBEPHBIM BO3yX HAMOIHSET ero jerkue. OH Bcermga
OBLT CKJIOHEH K X0Jiomy. KoHeuHo, He K X010y XoTa, - CUTX COMHEBAJICS, YTO CYIIeCTBOBAJIO XOTh
OJIHO Pa3yMHOE CYIIEeCTBO, KOTOPOE C yIOBOJIbCTBUEM KUJIO OBl B TOM JIeISTHOM MBIPE, - ¥, BO3MOXKHO,
MMEHHO II03TOMY €My 3aX0TeJIOCh CO3[AaTh CBOM HOBHIY 0M Ha CeBepe.

oM.

Takoe mpocToe cnoBo. Takasd mpocTas 1enb. Ho 3a BCe TOABI ero XXK1U3HU, HE3aBUCUMO OT €T0
NOCTHUXKEHUM, y HeT0 HUKOIa He OBIJI0 MecTa, KOTOpoe OH Ha3kiBani Obl JoMoM. KoHEUYHO, ¥ HeTro
uMenuch Brnapenus Ha [Ipomysn Kacce u Hap Illagmaa, a Tak:ke nuyHble mokou Ha Koppubane, HO
3TO OBITA MTPOCTO... TEPPUTOPHUH, B KOTOPHEIX MOXKHO IIOCIIaTh. EMMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, KOTOPOe OH MOT
[I0-HACTOSAIEMY CUMTATh JOMOM, 3TO JIMYHBIN IIATTI “ApoCTh”.

K HecuacTbio {719 HETO, OH TaK U He MOHSJ, TI0YeMy 9TOT MaJIeHbKUY KOpalyIb IpeBpaTUiICs u3
TPaHCIOPTa B HACTOSIIUM AOM, [TIOKa He CTaJI0 CIUIIKOM n03AHO0. OH cTaji JOMOM, IOTOMY 4YTO 3TO
OBLII0, BO3MOXKHO, eIMHCTBEHHOE MECTO, TIe OH M Alllapa MOTJIH ITPOCTO OBITH BMeCTe, He Oyayyun
CBSI3aHHBIMU y3aMU CHUTXOB, IKeflaeB UK BOMHOM Mexay Pecry6imukoit u MMnepueii. Y korga oHa
yMepia, OH, UTO JIOTUYHO, IIOTEPSJI CBOM OoM. M HUKOT{la He AyMaJl, YTo HaiifieT HOBhI#. Ho BCE
M3MEHUJIOCH, KOTTIa OH BCTPETHUJI HOBYIO KEHIIUHY, KOTOpas 3aHsja MeCTO B €r0 CepAle PSAgoM C
Amrapou. Hupa, XKeHIIMHa, KOTOPOX OH IMOMOT BBIPACTH U3 IIPOCTOU CITy2KaHKU B OOHY M3 CaMbIX
BIIUSITENIbHBIX XKeHIMH Ha CeBepe. Temeps OHa cTasna ero gjoMoM. OH coxaJsles JIMIb O TOM, YTO eMy
10Tpe6oBaIoCh MOKUHYThL €e Ha HECKOJIbKO MecCsileB, YTOOH! [T0-HACTOSIIEMY 0CO3HATh 3TO.

OTnycTHB TaKenaxHBU Tpoc, HOKC I03BOIUII CBOMM YyBCTBaAM YCTPEMUTHCS HapyxXKy, HaOmionas, Kak
ropop Benast 'aBaHb CTAaHOBUTCS BCe 00JIbIIe U 0OJIbINE, @ BOTHEHNE KOMaH/El PACTET B PABHOM
nponopuuu. [Joxoxe, He TOJIBKO €My OIHOMY He TepIIeJIOCh BePHYTHCS TOMOM.

«41 4yBCTBYIO ee»

2KeHIuHa, KOTOpas MPEBPATUIICS 9Ty 3eMJII0 B €T0 HOBBIM HOM, ObIJTa OTHOCUTENbHO 0/u3ko. Ho
KOTTla OH COCPENOTOYHIICS Ha Hel, TO MOYyBCTBOBA YTO-TO... HOBOE.

«CtpanHo. YTo... YTO 3T0 3a IpUCyTCTBUE B Hell? f 4yBCTBYIO B Hell Cuily, HO Kak?» - Teneps Hokc
BIIBOE CHJIbHEE XOTEJ IIOKUHYTh KOpPabyb ¥ XKal BO3Jjie Tpala, HETePIeIUBO IIOCTYKUBAsT HOTOM.

- Mactep? - HeyBepeHHO cripocun [IKOH, TOJOUAS K HEMY. - BhlI B mopsifke?

- B monuoM. - [Tponiepun Hokc, egBa He HAOPOCUBIINCH Ha CBOET0 yueHUKa. Hennb3st ObII0 TEPSITh
KOHTPOJIb. YK TOUHO HE OT K3-3a [TOTeHIMaabHo 6e3001aHOIM MPUYUHEL - [IPOCTO TOTOB MOKUHYThH
3TOT KOpalIb.

IxoH Oojlee HUUETO He CKa3aJ, OOXKUAasCh, T0Ka Mopckoit Boik 0cTaHOBUTCS BO3Jie JOKOB U
YTOHET IOJ OTJIYIIATENIbHBIM PEBOM JIMKYIOIIUX JIIOMIeH, 4To Ha Kopabie, uTo Ha Gepery. He



MOXKKIAsICh ITOKA KOPabilb MOTHOCThIO MPUBSAKYT, HOKC omHuM mBuKeHueM CHITbI CIIYCTHIT TPAII C
KopabJist Ha mpuYall ¥ Havall CIIyCKaThCS CaM, KakK TOJIbKO TOT KOCHYJICS 3€MJIH, OCTaBUB [I2KOHa
moroHsith. K ToMy BpeMeHHU, KaK OHM CTYIIHUJIM Ha KaMEeHHBIN ITpHUYa, ¢ Kopabis yXe CIyCTUIU
KaHaTHl, ¥ nanyOHble paboyre IEITAUCh IPUBSI3aTh MaCCUBHLIM KOPalOiib.

Crynas 6oppeiM maroMm, Hokc coBepineHHO He oOpallial BHUMaHUS Ha OKPY2KAIOIIyI0 ero TOJIYy,
COCPENOTOYMBIINCH UCKITIOYUTENIBHO Ha HeOobinoM cOopuille y oCHOBaHUS npudana. [loxoxe, Hen
IIPUBEJI BCIO CBOIO CEMBIO, KPOMe MJIAJIIero U ero XKeHbl, YTOOk ONPHUBETCTBOBATh uX. [lepebop, HO,
TEM He MeHee, KeCT OBLJI OIleHEeH 110 JOCTOMHCTBY. CUTX [axke [TO4YyBCTBOBaJI, 4TO Po60 1 Aphs
HEMHOTO0 BEIPOCTH, Kak ¢pu3ndecky, Tak u B Cune, ¢ Tex Iop Kak oH yexan. OueBUIHO, OHU IPUHSAIN
€ro pexuM TPeHUPOBOK OIM3KO0 K CepAly U He Oe3fenbHUYaNy, I0Ka OH OTCyTCTBOBal. CaHca
oCTanach TaKOM e, KaK U BCerfa - MOIIHEIM 10J1b30BaTeieM CHUIIEl, KOTOPHIY IieJleHanpaBIeHHO
TIOJaBJISANI CBOM ciocoOHOCTU. A BpaH OBLI [/l HETO BCE TOU XKe... IIyCTOW CTPAHULIEH.

Hakomell ero BHUMaHMe MIePEKII0OUNIOCh Ha Ty, KOro OH MCcKaJj 6ombiie Bcero. Illaru 3amMennimucs.
Kazamnocs, OyaTo HOTM B30OYHTOBAIUCH U ITPEKPATUIIU CIIYIIAThCS MMPUKa30B Mo3ra. A Hupa... oHa
CUsfa faxe sgpye, 4eM KOTa OH ITOKUHYI e€. M, KaK HU CTpaHHO, OHa HEMHOTO OCBOUNIach ¢ CUIIOMN.
OpHako HU IepBOe, HU BTOPOE, He OBIJI0 MPUYMHON TOTO, TOYeMy OH 3aMeIui mar. Hert.
OcTaHOBUIICA OH, IOTOMY YTO II0YYBCTBOBaJI BTOPOe NpucyTCcTBUEe CHUIIEI, HCXOAdIIee OT Hee.
[TpucyTcTBUE, COCPEAOTOUYEHHOE 0] 3aMETHOU BBIIIYKJIOCTHIO €€ JKUBOTA.

«Curma... pebeHok? Moii... Mol pe6eHOK?»

K cuacTbio, CTapK TaKTUYHO YIAM3HYI OT BCTpeur ¢ CUTXOM ¥ TIO3BOJIUII TOMY UOTH K CBOEH
JKEeHIIMHe, KOT[la CO3HaHWe BepHYJI0 KOHTPOIb Hafl TeJIOM U JBUHYIOCH K Hupe. Bcé ucuesno B
HeOBITHe, OCTAaBUB TOIBKO ero, Hupy u ux peGeHKa, pacTyIero B ee yrpode. PeOeHOK.
EmuHCTBEHHOE, YeT0 OH BCerJa X0TeJs, HO TaK ¥ He JOOUICS.

- Mo rocrnonuH... AnuM.

OH 4yyBCTBOBAJI, KaK OHa OTYAsIHHO MIIET €ro ofobpeHus. OTO IPOCIeKUBAIOCh KakK B I'0JIOCe, TaK U B
aype Cunel. Ho, HeCMOTPS HU Ha 4YTO, OH He MOT HalTH B cebe [OCTAaTOYHO BOJM YTOOBI OTKPHITH POT
1 0TBeTUTh. [I0OOHAB PyKy, OH CJieTKa IIpUKaJl JafoHb K ePCTSHOMY IIJIaThi0, TYT0 HaTIHYTOMY Ha
pa30yxarlolyio BHYTPYU Hee XKU3Hb. Teneps, IIPU HETIOCPEOCTBEHHOM KOHTAKTe, OH MOT TI0-
HACTOSIIIIEMY OILIYTUTD XKU3Hb BHYTPHU Hee. 2KW3Hb, KOTOpAs IIOYTH MOJIHOCTHIO chopMUpoBanach u
Obly1a TOTOBA BHIUTU B MUP.

- Munopf, BHL... IOBOJIbHHI?

- HeB03MOXHO mepepaTh CI0BaMU HaCKoJIbKO, Hupa... Most m11000Bb. - YKacHo 6aHaIbHO, HO 3TO OBLIO
e[IUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH CMOT MPUAyMaTh. K cuacThio, 3TO 0Ka3ajoch KakK pa3 TO, YTO HYXKHO: CIIHA
HupH BHITPSIMUIIACE, ¥ OHA 3acHsiia MOJ0OHO COTHIY UCITyCKas BOJIHBI YYBCTBA PANOCTH U TOTUKU
TOPIOCTH.

- CnaBa 6oraMm, AnuM, s 3HalO... TOYHee, 51 He OblJIa YBepeHa, 4To...



Osna He ycCiiejia JOTOBOPUTH.
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