OH cujen Ha MPEeKPACHOM JIYTY; HaclaxKaasICs TEIILIM COJIHIIeM ¥ Ha0Iogas 3a TeM, KakK ero
MaJieHbKas [IeBOYKa TaHIyeT 0 MSTKOM TpaBe. BeTep Tpemasn ee 30I0THCTHIE BOJIOCH, a H3YMPYIHO-
3eJIeHbIe T'1a3a OBIIM MOJIHE 030PCTBA, KOT{Ia OHA TaHIIeBaJia M CMEsjIach. ITO OBII IOKOH. ITO OBIIO
TO, YEro OH Tak xKaxmasl. Ecimu OBl TOBKO OH He OB HOUOTOM, TO MOT Okl 0Opectu ero. Ho Temeps...
B ITIOKOE eMy OBIII0 0TKa3aHo. M eqMHCTBEHHBIM LIAHCOM HCIIHITATh 1TOA00HOe 61aKeHCTBO OB MUP
cHOB. ET0O eIMHCTBEHHOE CITaCEeHUE OT YKACHOU PEaslbHOCTH.

CrnoBHO Xejast IOMYYHUTD €T0 ellle CHJIbHee, OH BHE3AITHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK peasbHbli MUD TSHET
ero obpaTHO.

OH 3HaJ, yTo 60poThCcs GeccMbiciieHHO. Ho Bcé paBHO 6Goposics. 3nech OH OBLT CIIOKOEH. 371eCh OH OBIIT
C Heu. PeanbHEIM MUD He JaBaJl eMy HU CEeKYH[Ibl CIOKOUCTBUS. [[akxe MTHOBEHUS ITePEeIbIIKY.
Huyero, kxpome 0€CKOHEYHBIX MY4YEeHUH.

Kaxk u monoxeHo, HECMOTPS Ha OTHasSHHYIO 00pb0y, MUDP I'PE3 MMOTUXOHBKY BHITAIKUBAIl €T0 U3 CBOUX
BJIQ[EeHUH.

«JI3x0MH... MOs JI2KOM... MHE TaK XKaJlb...»

Korpa TeMa 3aTMuIa €ro B30p, U eIUHCTBEHHAsd HafeXk/a II0KKMHYJa ero, 'eproH Hayal HOBYIO
60pnby - CO cre3aMu, TPO3SIIUMHU ITPOIUTLCS, ¥ MBICJIEHHO T'OTOBUJICS K OYE€PEeIHBIM TPYOHOCTSIM U
My4€eHUSIM, KOTOphIE CTaIU OJi HETO PYTUHOM Ha 3TOM NPOKIATOU 3eMJe [laBmux [loBenurenei
IIpaKkoHOB.

Ho korpa oH Hayas IpOoCHIIaThCS, TO 3aMETUJI He4To... cTpaHHoe. Cnaboe, HO eflBa yJII0BUMOE
oKa4yuBaHue OBIJI0 YeM-TO HOBEHbKUM. M TO, Ha 4€M OH Jiexkari, ObIJI0 OIIpenesieHHO MIrde, 4eM
TBep/Ible IepeBSIHHbIE TOCKYU IIOTepIeBIIei Kopabnekpyiienue "T'opgoctu JIbBa", KOTOPHIE OH
Ha3blBaJl CBOEU KPOBaThIO. A ellle ero HakKphIBasa... MArKas MPOCTHIHA?

«4r0? YTo 9TO0 3a uepToBUIMHA? Heyxenu 1 OKOHUYATENIbHO COILIEN C yMa U IIOAJacs ThMe, KOTopas
3abpasia CTONMBKUX, KTO IO TJIYIIOCTU OTIIPABUJICS CO MHOM, CO0JIa3HUBIINCE 6OTAaTCTBOM U CJIaBOM, 0
KOTOPBIX HEBO3MOXKHO laXKe MedTaTh?»

3acTaBuB ce0s OTKPHITH I'1a3a, OH OBLT BEIHYXKIEH TYT XKe 3aKPHITh UX CHOBA, TAK KakK Ha HEro
OOpYIIHUIICS CBET, ropa3no 6oyee TPKUM, Y4eM TOT, KOTOPHIM OH MPUBHIK BUIETH B CBOEM 3aTOUYEHUU Ha
ocTpoBe. [TogHSB PYyKYy, YTOOBI 3aKPHITh JIUII0, OH BHOBb OTKPHIJI I'Jla3a, HO Me[JIeHHEH.

«Jlocnexu mponanu. - [logymarn oH, TS Ha Ipy0yio MIePCTSIHYI0 TKaHb, TPUKPHIBABIIYIO €TI0 PYKY.
XO0T MOCJIe CTOJIb AOJITOT0 HOIIEHUS KOXKM U BCET0, YTO OH MOT HaCKpPeCTH, AellieBas IIepCTh
Ka3aJjiaCb eMy MATYaulluM IIeJIKOM. - YTo... YTO mIpoucxoguT?»

- HakoHe1-to OYHYIINCH, repI/IOH HaHHI/ICTep. IlonmXeH cKa3aTh, YTO BE HE TOPOIIHUIIUCE. qa YXKe Ha4dall
OyMaTh, 4 HE IIepeCTapaJiCAd Jih C BaMH. Ho s He Mor PHUCKOBATE. U He xoTeq.



HOBepHy'B TOJIOBY, OH 3aMETHJI, YTO HAaXOOUTCA B KAalOTe, IPUTOM BECbMa IIPUJIMYHEIX PA3MEPOB. Ha
HEOOJIBIIIOM PaCCTOSAHHUHU OT HETO CHOEJI My2KYKMHA, IIOBEPHYBIIUCH K HEMY CIHHOH, C KHUTOH B PYKaX.
MY}K‘-H/IHa OBLI OlleT BO BCE 4YepHoe, C HaABUHYTHIM Ha I'OJIOBY KaITIOIIIOHOM.

«4 MepTB, - mogyMan I'eproH, CHOBA 3aKphiBas rta3a. - M1 HeBemoMeri mpuiién 3a6paTh MOIO AyIIY B
CenmbMoe T1eko 3a MO¥ BeNMYAHIININ TPEX... UK ST OKOHYATENbHO COIIEN ¢ yMa. B mo6oMm criydae...
TI0j1aralo, BCE HE TaK XK IIJI0X0»

- UuTepecHo. Baimu aMo1uu Kpr4aT 0 CMATEHUH U B TO XKe BpeMs 0 cmupeHun. Ho BMecTe ¢ TeM,
Ballli MBIC/IM TIPUTTTYIIEHEI, XOTS 110 Ufee, TOXKe JOJIXKHEI OBITN OBITH 10 TPOMKOCTH KaK 3BOH
KOJI0KOJ10B. BecbMa mo60nbITHO. HO 3TO OATBEpKAAaeT MOE pellleHne B3ITh Bac C HaMu, faxe
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO BHI IIOMBITANIACh YOUTH OMHOI0 U3 JIIOHEN MOel 9KCIIeIUIK BO BpeMs Hallen
IIEPBOM BCTPEYH.

«4Tt0o?»

3acTtaBuB ce0si CHOBa OTKPHITH I'JIa3a, OH MOBepHYIICsA K HeBegomomy. TonbKo... 3T0 OB HE OH. A
MOXKeT U OH. Bo BCAKOM ciydae, 3TOro MyK4uHy ['eproH cuuTasn BomomeHrneM HeBemoMoro u cpasy
y3HaJl, efBa B3TJ/ISHYB:

YeloBeK C BaIMPUUCKUMU YePTaMU JIUIA, CJIETION, M3-3a Yero HOCUT Ha T'0JI0BE IeKOPATUBHYIO
TKaHb, CKPBEIBAIOINKe T1a3a. Jla, OH XOPOIIo 3Ha/I YeJI0BeKa, MOAX0ASIIero Mo TaKoe onucaHue. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, €70 HEBRIHOCHMBIM CTapLINi 6paT He MOT 0 HEM YMOJTYaTh, a MIEMSIHHUK ITOCTOSIHHO O
HEM pacCKa3bIBaJl.

CeBepHbIM KONAYH, nopn AnuM Hokc.

OtckouuB 0T MyXku4uHEHL... KonayHa... CymecTtBa? Kem Ovl 0H-0HO HU Ob110, ['eprOH OCTAHOBUIICS
TOJIBKO TOTAa, KOTTa ero CIIMHa yAapuiach o CTeHy, U 6exaTb CTalo HeKyfa.

- Her, HeT, HeT! T He MoXKeIh ObITh HacTOSAIMM! TH He MOXKeIIb OBITh 30ech! Vinu s He MOTY OHITH
3mechb?! 3T0... ITO HEBO3MOKHO! 10 Unmo3us! Trl - HeBeqoMbIi, MPUHSBIINHN 3TOT 065UK! Unn
IIPOCTO 17107l MOETO OOJIbHOTO Pa3yMa, IOCIaHHBIH. ..

OH maxe He BHU[eJI, KaK YeJI0BEK-CYIIEeCTBO, OBUTanock. Ho B MTHOBEHUE OKa TOMY yIasioCh
IIPEO00JIeTh PACCTOSIHUE MeXAy HUMU H... yIapUTh ero B 7100 C TakKOM CuIoH, 4To ['epuoH Bpesasncs
TOJIOBOY O CTEHY.

- BomnpHo?

- BonpHo, Onsab?! - 3aopan ['epuoH, moTupas 100 U 3aTHIIOK. - KoHEYHO, cyKa, 601bHO!

- Hy Tak panyucs.



Ha cekyuny Jlanuctep 3a0sii mpo 001k, IPO BCe My4YeHusI, IIPO BCE IepPhbMO, KOTOPOT'0 eMy JOBEJIOCh
x71e0HyTh. OH OTYASTHHO IIBITAJICS MTOHSATH, YEMY PaloBaThCsl. MyKUKMHA BHITYYHUII I'J1a3a, Haval
OTKpPBIBATh ¥ 3aKPHIBATh POT, HAllOMUHAS BLIOPOIIEHHYIO Ha Oeper pei0y, 1 HUKAK He MOT momobpaTh
cnoB. Ha momomp npumeéen Hokc:

- Ecnu Te6e 601bHO, 3HAYUT, OKPYKAIOIIUN MUP - peajieH. ITO He aKCHOMa, HO OOBIYHO TaK U €CTh.
Taxk 4TO THI He BO CHe, He B Openy u He B 3arpo0HOM Mupe. Thl B peanbHOCTH. A - Konmyr Hokc.
HaBepHoe, THl 000 MHE CIIBIINAJ. A Telleph IepecTalb BaisTh AypakKa U IIPeKpaTHd BPeIUTh CaMOMY
cebe. MHe OBl He X0TEeJIOCh, YTOOH! YCUINS, KOTOPEIE 51 TIOTPATUII Ha TO, YTOOBI BRITAIIUTL TeOs U3
Bamnupuu, mponanu mapoM.

OH He x0Ten B 3T0 BepuTh. OH He MOT 1oBepuTh. OH He MOT II03BOIUTEL cefe maxKke KalelbKy
Hamexknbl. Hagexkma Oblyla TEM, OT Yero OH aBHO OTKA3aJiCs, YTOOH! BEIZKUThL B TOM afly, B KOTOPHIA
IIpeBpaTuiIach ero XKu3Hbi0. Ho, HECMOTPS Ha BCE, OH Me[iJIeHHO MpUOINKacs K 4eI0BEKY,
Ha3bIBaBlIeMYy ce0s KOnImyHoM. [IpOTSHYB PYKY, OH TKHYJI IIaJIblIeM B €r0 PyKY, IIOACIYOHO OXKUAas,
YTO TOT IPOMMIET CKBO3b HET'O CIIOBHO JLIMKY, 1 OH CHOBa OKaXeTcsl Ha 06/1oMKax ['opmoctu JIbBa.

Ho atoro He npou3sowio. Ero nanern ygapus 1o TBEPHOU IIJIOTU 10T TKAHbIO.

- 3T0... BCE peanbHO? - [IpobopmMoTar oH.

Hapexma, - Takas cjajfkasi ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO OllaCHas Haflexk[a, - 3apoguiiack B HEM, HECMOTPS Ha
BCe IIOIIBITKH IIOTAaBUTh €e.

- [la. - Kuayn KonpyH. - Banupus HaXOAUTCS B HECKOJBKUAX AHAX MYTH OT Hac. CKOPO MBI MOJ0OMAEM
K CTymeHsIM, a 3aTeM CHOBa BoliieM B Bofibl Bectepoca. CKopo TH Oymelh Joma.

OH BCE eIlé He XOTE eMy BepuTh. He X0Tenn BHOBL TeIIUTh Ce0st HafileXKmaMu, YTOOBI 3aTeM UX
noTepsaTh. Kak-HuKaK, [eproH He pa3 ¥ He [Ba MyTall I'PE3LI C PeaIbHOCTHIO, ¥ JaJIeKO He cpa3y
HAy4HUJICS OTJIMYATh COH OT SIBH, M3-3a Yero, B IIepBLIe HeMleNH, IOCye KaXkaoro mpobyKaeHus: ObII
TOTOB IIOKOHYUTE C CO00M OT Oe3Haméru.

Ho mouemy-To Bce yCUIHS IPOIaiy BTyHe. JIaHKCTep He MOT IIOlaBUTh PA3TrOPAIOIIyI0Cs HaleXK Iy,
KOTOPYIO mogapui emy KonmmyH.

OG6neryeHue, pagocTh, KOTOpPhle OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, ObIIM HACTOIHKO HETIPEOHOIMMEI, UTO OH yIIall Ha
KOJIEHH, ¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CJIE3bI XJIBIHYJIM U3 €ro r1a3. Ero 6part, - §a IpoKISHYT ero 60Ty, -
BCETla HaCTauBaJl Ha CTOMKOM o0pa3e [jis BCexX MpefcTaBUTeNel noMa JIaHHUCTEPOB, 0COOEHHO
II0CJIe TOTO, KaK YMEp ero OTell ¥ OH MPUHSJ MaHTHIO iopaa JlanHucTepa. U ecnu OBl OH YBU[ET, B
KaKOM COCTOSTHMM ceildac HaxoguTcs ['eproH, To cuén 6bl 9T0 m030poM. Ho B TOT MoMeHT ['eproHy
6110 mmeBaTh co CTeHBI Ha ero OpaTa ¥ BCé BOKPYT. OH HaKOHeI-To OBl CBOOOMIEH OT TOM afgCcKou
OBIPHEL. U Temepsk... Telepb OH MOT BEePHYThHCS HOMOM. McipaBUTh OMMOKY, KOTOPHIE COBEPIINII, U
cOernaTh BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOH coepxkKaTh obelllaHue, JTaHHOe 60raM, CTaphEIM X HOBHIM, 3@ TO, YTO
OHM [IapOBaJIX eMy CIIaCeHHUeE.



OH He 3HaJ, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHMU IIPOCTOAII Ha KOJIEHAX, BCXJIAIIBIBASA, KaK peGeHOK, HO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB
€My YOaJIOCh YCIIOKOUTLECA HACTOJIBKO, YTO OH CMOT IIOOHSATH I'OJIOBY. K cuacTtsio, KOJIOYH C CaMOT0O
Ha4alla OTBEPHYJICA OT 3TOI'0 ITOCTBITHOI'O 3PEJInIila, CEJI B CBOE KPECIIO U IIPOOOJIZKHUII YTEHHE.

Xots kakuM 06pa3om Hokc yuTtaeT 6e3 rina3 OBII0 PEIIUTETHHO HEITOHSITHO.

- §1... mpoIy mpoIeHus 3a 9TOT mo30p, Kooy,
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