— E6anaa besnsa. — Bripyrancsa Xsioro, Tsifis Ha 6e3T0I0BbIi TPYI OJHOTO U3 CBOMX JIydIINX
mopeii. — BribpocbTe Teno B kopumgop. Hemb3as, 4TOOR MBI CIIOTHIKAIUCh O HETO B OUTBE.

Bount! nepernsgHynuch. CTpax OTUETINBO IIPOCTYIIAJ Ha JIUIaX, 0COOEHHO KOTfla OHU HArHYJIUCh U
IlepeKaTUIu TPYI Ha HECKOJIBKO (YyTOB B CTOPOHY OT UX CTPOsi. Kak ¢ 9TUM IOKOHYMIH, XbIOTO
YCTaBUJICS B TEMHOTY KOPHUAOPA.

«9TO HeeCcTeCTBeHHO. — [lomyMan OH, OlLleHMB, HACKOIBKO TEMHEIM CTas Kopumpop. — Cendac
NOJIJeHb. B nyulineM ciydae, 9TU CTaBHU [OJIXKHBI OBIIM OTCEYhb TOJIBKO YaCTh COTHEYHOTo cBeTa. Ho
BMECTO 3TOTO... OLIyIleHHe Takoe, OyATo HAacTymuia rioybokas Houb! HaM HykHO Gosblile cBeTa!»

— Tou1. — [IpuKa3an oH, yKa3bIBas Ha YeoBeKa C ¢akenoM. — Tamiy CBOIO 3aJHUIYY BHU3 U 3aXKTHU
opyrue Gakessl.

MyxXunHa IOCMOTpEN Ha Hero, Ha ¢akes B CBOeH PyKe, a 3aTeM Ha KOPHUJIOP.

— 4 mydie cymychk B HUXKHUE JTaOUPUHTH [1eKkia, 4eM mouay Tyna!

— TpycnuBHEIE NU3TI0OK. — BRIpyrancs Opyroi MyXXurHa CO IIMTOM, BEIPHIBas (paKes U3 PyK Tpyca. —
[Toxozxke, MBI 3HaeM, KTo e6ET, a Koro e6yT.

OcTaHOBUBIINCH, MyKYMHA HATIHYJI CBOY IIUT e[iBa JIX He Ha IJIedo* U B3sJI B 0CBOOOAUBIIYIOCS
JafoHb IPOTAHYTHY (akesn. OH CrpyIIUPOBaCA TakK, 4TO MOT 0oJiee-MeHee 3alllUINaTh TeJI0 MUTOM,
CpaxaThCsl TOIOPOM U OCBellaTh cebe NyTh GakesioM, II0Cye 4ero MeeHHO IIOMIEN II0 KOPUZOoPY.
Yepes mecAaTOK-APYroi MaroB OH MOAOIIeN K IEPBOMY HaCTeHHOMY TopIuepy. [logHsaB daken, oH
OBICTPO KOCHYJICA IJIaMeHeM BepxXHel JacTu Opa, MOMXKeT ero U OCBETUII U3PSAAHYIO0 YacTh KOPUAOpa.

— Bupumbs? — KpukHynn MyK4rHa 4epes I1JIe40, He CBOfS T'Jla3 C TEMHOTEHI Iepef co0oit. — 3mech
HEeT HUYero cTpali-aa-a-a!!!

3a ero BHe3alHEIM KPUKOM IT0CJIE0Ba PHIBOK Tella Brepen. OT pe3Koro ABUXKEHUS (aKes BHIIA U3
€r0 BHITSIHYTOM PYKHU U yIaJl Ha 1moJ. To, 4TO ITPOU30IIUIO fasiblie, OBI0 MOJ00H0 CaMOMy CTPAILITHOMY
KOIIIMapy, 4To 110 BoJjie camux [1y4yuHEl ¥ [Teksia BOIIOTUIICS B PEAJIbHOCTD.

Kpuku. YKacHbIe KDUKY arOHUY U XapaKTEePHBIN XPYCT JIOMAOIMUXCS KocTei. CHOBA M CHOBA OHHU
MOHOCHUINCE U3 TIyOuHHBI TeHel. Jltoqu Opocuiuch OBIIO cllacaTh CBOETO TOBapHIla, HO XbIOT0O
TIPOTSHYJ PYKY, OCTaHABNIKMBAs UX Ha MyTH.

— IlepXuTe CTPOM, TYIOT0JI0OBbIe yOmoaku! — KpuKHYI OH, cTapasiCh, YTOOBI €T0 T'0JI0C IIEPEKPEIBA
MOHOCSIIHECS U3 TEMHOTH KPUKU aroHuu. — OH X04eT, YTOOH MBI Touuiu 3a HuM! CToiTe, CyKa, Ha
MecTe!

BHesamHO KPUKU IIPEKPATUJINCE, U B 3adJI€ BOIAPUJIAChk OTNTYHINTEIbHAA TUIIWHA: XBIOTO U T€, KTO



OCTaJICs, CTOSITTA B CTPOIO, OKMasl, KOTOa KOJIOYH BHIMET U3 TeMHOTHL. JIerkoe IBUKEHHE B CBETE
IIPUBJIEKJIO €T0 BHUMaHUe. [Ipexke 4eM OH yCIes OTHaTh KOMaH[y, TPoe TYYHUKOB, BCe KaK ONUH
BBIITYCTHUJIU CTPEJIH B CTOPOHY BEPOSITHOM YI'PO3HI.

— OtcTtaButs! — KpUKHYI OH, IOOHSAB PYKY.

<<CTpaHHO... CTPEJIbl He YIIaJIk Ha II0JI» — Co3HaHUeE OMBITHOIO BOMHA Cpa3y OTMETHUJIO CTPAHHOCTE, a
cam obJaaTenb Ppa3yMa OTHYaAHHO BIIAOBIBAsACH B TEMHOTY.

Jlerku#i CBUCT CTal €IUHCTBEHHBIM HaMEKOB Ha YI'PO3Yy — TPH CTPEJIBI, BHIIYIIEHHBIE €T0
JIyYHHUKaMH, BHE3AIIHO BEPHYJIUCH K HUM.

HukTo, naxe Xpi0ro, He yCIEJ CpearupoBaTh, KOT{la CTPEJIbl IPOCBUCTENIM MUMO U IIPOH3UIN Cepalle
KaXK[0T0 U3 JIYYHUKOB. M He yclesnu ux Teja ynacTh Ha I10JI, KaK Ha ITOJIOBUHE PACCTOSHUSA MEXKIY
XBIOTO ¥ €T0 OCTABIIMMUCS JIIOObMU ¥ BTOPBEIM 3aKKEHHBIM (haKeJIoM B KOPUIOpe pa3falics
BJIaXKHBIM 3BYK, IOX0XKHKU Ha IIJIENIOK MeIlIKa C MOKPOU OfeXA0M. ITO 0Ka3aJsCs 4YeJl0BEK, KOTOPOTO
OH TI0CJIaJT BHU3 3a3Ke4b (aKeIhl.

Ero Temno Oblsio B 6YKBaJ'IBHOM CMEICJIE TIEPEKPYYEHO B Y3JIBI, a JIMIIO 3aCTHIJIO B Hpe)Z[CMepTHOfI
dlOHHUH.

— E6anmii Tpyc! — Kpukuyn Xeioro B TeMHOTY. — IT0KaXuCh yXke, KonayH! JlyMaemis, Hac 3T0
nepbMo HamyraeT?! Me1, 6515igp, 2Kene3nopoxneHHbe! Ml BUAUM TOA00HYIO XePh IOCTIe KaxKaoro
3aBTpakal

— Ecnu 9T0 meHCTBUTENBHO TaK, XOTh S M CUJIBHO COMHEBAIOCh, UTO 9TO TaK, TO MHE UCKPEHHE JKallb
TBOU HapPO{I.

XbIOT0 1 OCTaJIbHEIE €TO JIIOOHU BBIIIPAMMUMIINCE BO BECH POCT; UX OPyXKHUE OBLITO IIOOHATO M I'OTOBO K
6010, Korga OHU CTOJIKHYNIHCH C TOJIOCOM B TEMHOTE.

«CtpaHnHo... {1 ycnbiman ero. Ho He Mory onpenenuTs, 0OTKyAa JOHOCUTCS 3BYK! Takoe ollyIeHue,
YTO OH... OKPYXKHUJII Hac!»

— Iymaelnb, TBOM (HOKYCH ITyTaloT HAc, KONAYyH? — OH OTKPOBEHHO IBITAJICSA XPaOpUTHCS Tepen
cBouMHU niofbMu. — Xep Tebe! CHBIIUIIL MeHS, TH, IIBajb! T HAC He UCIyTaellb! OTU TPIOKU
HUYero He 3Ha4ar!

W3 TeMHOTHI IOHECCS CMeX, MeIJIEHHBIU U YT POXKAIOIINUH.

— Cyqs o TOMy, YTO YeJI0BEK PSIIOM C T000# OYKBalIbHO 000CCAICS, ST CUMTAI0, UTO Y MEHS OTIHYHO
TI0JTy4aeTCs Bac IMyraTh. — PUCKHYB B3TJITHYTh BHU3, XbIOTO CKPUBUJI T'yOBl B OTBPAILIEHUH, YBULEB B
TYCKJIOM cBeTe (pakeJa, UTO YEJIOBEK PSIOM C HUM NEeHCTBUTENILHO 0OMOYMIICS. — $1 CIIMIIIKOM [OJITO



OBLI JIMIIIEH 9TOTO BKyca cTpaxa. [109TOMy IPOAEepKUTECH €Ille UyTh-4yTh. [I03BOJIbTE YTONMUTH MOU
roJof], 4ToOH! 51 CIy4aHO He COpPBAJICS B MUPHOE BpeMs. M pas yxXK ellé JepKUTECh... TOTAA,
BO3MOXKHO, MHE CTOUT ITOoIpo0oBaTh Koe-4To Apyroe. f mokaxy Tebe, KanutaH Xbioro I1aik, 4To
3HAYUT CpaxaThCsa ¢ CUTXOM.

Kpermue cxkaB Tomop, XblOro C 3aTaeHHHIM JbIXaHUEeM KIajl, KOTHa e 3TOT YOIII0g0K HaKOHel]
moKaxeT cebs1. Ho oH He IMoKa3bIBaJICS.

— EOu mens cama be3nna! [TocMoTpuTe Ha rpe0aHble CTEHBI!

[TepeBens B3rsan Ha (akes, XpIOr0o pacmaxHyJI I7la3a OT YBUAEHHOTO.

«9T0... ITO HEBO3MOXKHO! — TeHH... OBUTaIuCh BOKPYT pakena. YAIUHANUCH. BuTsarusanuce. Kak
OyOTO OHMU... HET... BCE BepHO. TeHu (HOPMUPOBAIUCH B IIynasnblia. Y mogo0HO KpaKeHY,
BBIHBEIPUBAIOIIEMY M3 MOPCKHUX I'TyOMH B ITOMCKAX HECYACTHOT'0 KOpabiis, ThMa MOTSIHY/ach U3 TEHEeH,
mofxBaTHUia Gaken U Ioracuiia IjiaMs, CHOBA IIOTPY3UB 3ajl BO TEMY.

— He paut noracuyTs aToMy ¢akeny! — Kpukaysn Xbi0ro, ToJIKas 4ea0BeKa, JepKaBLIero Ux
IIOCTIeHUY UCTOYHUK CBETA U U30 BCEX CHUJI CTapasiCh, YTOOH! CTpax He IPOCOYMIICS B €r0 I'0JI0C.

«Heyxkenu aTo... Heyxkenu 3To TO, YTO OH UMeJI B BUNy? — 3aiasicsi OH BOIIPOCOM, Ha0mroast, Kak
TEeHU MeMJIEHHO TOJI3YT 110 CTeHe U MpubnuxkamTcs K ¢pakeny. — ITo... cTpax? Tak BOT Kak
CpaxKalTCs 9TU CTpPaHHbIe YOIOOKu? YepTOBE TPYCHI!»

— Bnats!

HOBepHy'B TOJIOBY, XbIOTO BHOBB BBIIIYYHMJI I'lIa3d: OH CTAJl CBUOETEJIEM TOI'0, KaK TEHN CXBATHUIIHA
HOCJ'IeI[HI/II;I OCTAaBIITHMCS cbaKen, BEIPBAJIX €T0 U3 PYK MY2KYHKHE U ITIOJHECJIN K IIOTOJIKY, d 3aTEM
IIOraCujiy InjaaMd.

XbIOTO ¥ OCTABIIIKECS BOMHBI OCTANIMCh B IIOJTHOW TEMHOTE.

— T[MokonHUKY... MEI, O/105, IOKOUHUKU!

KanuTas [Talik He cTas MonpaBsaTh ero. BMecTe ¢ ThMoOM MpHUINEN HacTogmui CTpaxX, KOTOPHIN
IIPOTSAHYJI YCUKY B €T0 CO3HAHME U IOJIHOCTBIO OBafesl uM. OH CIBIIIAJ TPOXOYYLIUNA CTYK
coOcTBEeHHOTO cepaa. Y 6T maxe YyTOYKY pafi TEMHOTE. Befib 3T0 03HaYaso, YTo ero JIIoOu He
BUIAT TOIIOPA, APOXKAIEero B ero BCIOTEBIIEN TaJOHU. 3aTEM OH II0YyBCTBOBa 3T0. X0104. OH
IIPOH3UII €T0 CepHlle U HyTPO, YIBOUB CUJTy CTpaxXa U JOBEeOs ero 4o yXkaca. Teno 3agpoxaino NPOoTuB
€ro BOJIY, a [IOT HadaJl CTPYUTHCS 110 JIUIY.

TULIMHY HAPYIIUIIO IIUIIeHWe PaCKalIEHHOM CTajId, OMYIIeHHOM B Booy. ' pOMKOe, CIIOBHO yaap
MOJIOTA 10 HaKOBaJIbHEe; ThMY K€ PacCeKJIo KpaCHOe CBedeHUe, 03apuBIIee 3aJl U OKPACUB €To B



GOpHoBEIE TIOTYTOHA.

[Tpen HUMU IIPefCTal YeJI0BeK, ONeTHIN BO BCE YePHOe, CO CTPAHHON MacCKOM Ha nuIe. XbIoro He ObII
IIpUBEPKEHIIEM pelnurui kpome YTonysmero bora. Ho 3mecs u certyac 0H MOT TOKJISICTBCS, YTO
nepen HUM aBaTap camoro Hesegomoro. M BCE, 0 4YEM OH MOT iyMaTh, ToKa HeBemoMblil HagBUTascs
Ha HUX:

«Bcé. Ham nusmei»
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