— Anum Hokc? — Crmpocun Koposb PoOepT, mepeBofs B3rjs Tyda-cloga Mexny gopaoM CTapkoM U
HokcoMm. — Kakoe ctpanHoe uMs. Ho apyr Hega — moii apyr. Ho He3aBUCHMO OT 3TOr0, YyKe3eMel],
THL CTOUIIE IIepef KoponeM. CHUMH CBOH IIIJIEM C MACKOW M IMOKaXHu JIUI0. ECNIM TOJIBKO TH HE
yponnus, Kak [lec. Torga He cCHUMa.

PemuB, 4TO CIIOPUTHL HET CMBICTA, HOKC OMyCTUIT KAMIOIIOH U CHSIJI MacKy. Kak TONMBKO eTo JIHII0
OTKPBUIOCH OKPY2KAIOILINM, CPEeU TOJIIE Pa3falich Pe3Kue MIENOTKU: THEB ¥ CMSITEHNE 0XBaTHUIIN
BCEX IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX.

CaMble sIpKHe SMOIMH IIPUHA/IIeXKaal KOpoIo BecTepoca, Yeil THEB U SIPOCTh MMOYTH TPO3UITH
BCKUIISITUTh €70 MO3T C KPOBBIO. M B KOH-TO BEKM 9TO He OBIJIO CBSI3aHO C YePHOH TKAHBIO, KOTOPOH OH
obMoTaJ riasa.

— CepeOpsiHbie BONOCH... Hefl, 4To 9TO, 4YepT BO3bMHU, 3HAUUT?!

— V¥V Hero MoxeT ObITh BHEITHOCTh BaJIMPUIIIA, Ballla MUJIOCTh, HO S TaPAHTUPYIO BaM, YTO OH He
npakoH. — HemepnnenHo orBetun nopn Ctapk. — M OH TakkKe He CTOPOHHUK OpakKOoHOB. Heyxkenu Bel
IyMaeTe, YTOo 5 TI03BOJIMII OBl €My OCTaThCSl B MOEM 3ajie, eCJIA OBl OH OBIJT TAKOBBIM?

KOpOJ’Ib Ha MF'HOBEHHE 3aAyMaJICd, 4 3aTeM IIOKa4all TOJI0OBOM:

— Her. Tebe nyutiie 3HaTh, Kak 00pamiaThCs C STUMHU YEPTOBLIMU JpPAKOHAMU.

Hoxc mouyBCcTBOBaI... UTO-TO, UCXOHAIIEe OT MOJIOLOTO YeJIoBeKa, CTOSBIIEr0 PALOM ¢ KopoieM. Yto-
TO II0OX0XKee Ha BeceJlbe, CMelllaHHOe C HEHaBUCTHI0. ITO OBITIO CTPAHHOE COYeTaHue, KOTOPOe OH He
MOT ITOJTHOCTBIO pacuin(ppoBaTh.

— [a, merictBuTenbHO. — OmHOCTIOXKHO 0TBeTHI Hen, Ho HOKC BHOBB yJIOBUJI YTO-TO CTPAHHOE,
ucxopsiiee ot nopna Burntepdemnna. YTo-To moxoxee Ha... cThA. C Tex nop, kak CTapk mepecTan
COepXUBaTh CBOM NoTeHIMan CUJbl, OH BCE JIy4Ille CKPHIBAJI CBOM 3MOIMH, HO BpEMS OT BpEMEHU
Hoxkc BCE paBHO y1aBiIMBal HEIIPEOJOJIUMOe YyBCTBO CThia. OOBIYHO, KOTa OH CMOTpPEI Ha
MoJiomoro I>KoHa.

«Y Bac ecThb CBOM ceKpeThl, 1opa CTapk. M HM OguH M3 HUX HE CMOXKET JOJIT0 OT MEHS TauTCs 3a
ByaJIbl0 HE3HAHUSI»

— Wrak, ckaxu MHe. — CHoBa oOpaTtuicst K HeMy PobepT. — Kakoro xys Tel 00MOTasl 3TUM IEPEMOM
cBou r1a3a? Twl cIemoi, 4To Iu?

Yxmuinsasace, Hokc TIIOTAHYJICSA BBEPX U PA3BA3aJl TKAHB, 00HaXXWB CBOU IIPpaMEI 1 HEBUJAIIKE I'JIa3a.

— Ia, cnemnou.



Opza 6poBh PoOepTa mpumogHsiachk, Ipexie 4eM OH U3[aa TPOMKHUN CMeX.

— Xa! EOaHbIi cremneln, a BCE paBHO Hafipal 3afHUILY MSTEPHIM TBOUM JTtoAsIM, TaBuH!

— B03M0XKHO, Ballla MUJIOCTh. — 3asIBUJI TIOXKUJION MyKUYKMHA, ITBIIAIOIMINUHE TOPOOCThIO, BRIXOIS
BIlepen. — HaM ciemgyeT coCpemoTOUYUTRCS Ha TOM, IIOYEeMY 3TOT YeJI0BeK CUéIl 6aropa3yMHBIM
HAIlACTh Ha MOUX JIIOOEH.

«A, Tak TH TatiBuH JlanauCcTEP. — M3 BCex mopnoB BecTepoca crapeiit JIeB GbIT TEM, C KEM OH XOTET
BCTPETHUTHCS GOJIbIIe BCEro. B 0OCHOBHOM ITOTOMY, YTO €My XOTEeJIOCh YBUOETh YeI0BeKa, KOTOPOI0 OH
CYHMTAJI IOYTH CUTXOM B IIJIaHE MTOBEJEeHMSI, YeM KOro-1ubo Jpyroro B 3ToM Mupe. — MHTepecHo.
XOTs THI CJIeTKa pa3gpakeH TeM, YTO KTO-TO HalaJl Ha TBOUX JII0JeH, T, KakeTcs, 60IbIie
pas3mpaxeH TeM, YTO OHU HE TOJIbKO IIO3BOJIMIIA 3TOMY CIIyYMThCS, HO ¥ OBLIM 3aCTUTHYTH BO BPEMS
COBEPILIEHUS YETr0-TO HEIogo0aroIero»

— Yt0? — Cnpocun PobepT, SBHO pacTepsBIINCh HA MTHOBEHHE, IIPEXe YeM BCIIOMHUTD, YTO
MMEHHO IIPUBEJIO ero crofga. — Ax, ga. Hy? YTo TH MOXKellb CKa3aTh B CBOE OIlpaBAaHUe, yyXKe3eMel?

OrnsHyBIIKCEH Yepes maedo, Hokc xKecToM IpuKa3al JBYM XeHIIHHAM BHUTH. MaTh ¥ 0Yb, BCE elle
3aKyTaHHEIE B KPACHEIE IIJIAIIK, OCTOPOXKHO BEHIIIIK U3 JoMa. VX ria3a ObUIM MPUKOBAHE K 3eMIIe,
MaTh KPEIKO fiepKaia N0Yb.

— Bceé nmpocTo. — OTBeTun1 Hokc. — { ocTaHaBnuMBas CoBepIleHKe IPecTyIieHus. Ecnu s He
ourn0aoCch, U3HACUIOBaHUE BCE €Il[€ SIBIIeTCS NIPECTYIIJIEeHUNEM, He TakK JIu?

— dBnsietcsi. — TyT Ke pa3majcs rojioc, 0YeHb MOX0XKHUY Ha T0JI0C KOPOJIs, TOJILKO 60jiee CTPOTUM U
xKecTkuil. — Kak 1 HaHeceHUe ynapa nopay Becrepoca. Haka3anue 3a 9T0 — eCATh yIapoB IJIEThIO
II0 CIINHE.

«A THI, HaBepHOE, OpaT Koposisi. Baim aypsl 1oCcTaTOYHO Mox0xku. OMHAKO, €C/IM KOPOJIb CIIOKOEH, TO
THL.. IPOKJIATHE, a Ha TBOEM (GOHE [axKe MXKenail KaXKeTCs BeJTUKOAYIITHEM U BCEIIPOIIA0IIIM»

— B TOT mens, Korga g IIPpUMY yOapHI IIJIETHIO 3d TO, YTO OCTAHOBUJI HACUJIbHUKA, HE3AdBUCHUMO OT €T'0
IMONTOZKEHUA U PaHTra, Thl CMOXKEIIb U30THYTHCA U IIOIIEeJI0OBATh COGCTBGHHYIO 3aJHUITY.

OH mo4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK G6paT KOPOJIs HAIIPSATCS, HO KOPOJIb JIUIIh BHOBh PACCMESIIICS, KaK U HECKOJIbKO
MYKYUH BOKPYT HUX.

— O6ocanHoe meksio, Hen! MHe HpaBUTCS 3TOT MapeHb! HeynuBUTEIBHO, UTO ThHI IPUBET €T0 B CBOU
noM. U Crannuc, 6740b, 3aTKHUCH Y2Ke Haxep. ITOT YeJI0BEeK B CBOEM IIpaBe.

HoBosiBnenHb CTaHHUC OCTABaJICS HEBO3MYTHUMEBIM, X0TsI HOKC 4yBCTBOBA 3apOK/IAIOIIYIOCS
BHYTpH HeTo Oypro.



«Ecyu u Ob11 KOTIa-HUOY b YeJI0BeK, KOTOPOMY HY2KHO ITPOBECTH HOYb C TOPSTUel HeBOM, TaK 3TO THI.
XoTs1, Cyms 10 XapaKTepy TBoero OpaTa, BeposiTHO Te0e MPUXOAUTCs OOJIBIIYI0 YacTh CBOEr0 BpeMeH!
IIPOBOAUTL B OETOTHE, MBITASICh pa3rpecTu Hapmak»

— HeBaxHo. — [Ipopbiyan CtanHuc. — Eciiu OH cChTaeTcs Ha 3aKOH B KaUeCTBe ONPaBOaHUs CBOUX
OEeMCTBUH, TO OH TOXKE MOJIKEH ero co0JIIogaTh.

— Jlopm CtaHHHC IIpaB B 3TOM BOIIPOCE, Ballla MUJIOCTb. — BmunHumncs nopa TauBuH, x0Td Hokc
YIJIOBHUJI B €T0 TOJIOCE JIETKYIO HOTKY HEeIPUSI3HU 13-3a He00X0MUMOCTH 00paliaThCs K KOPOJIIO C
TaKUM II04YTeHueM. — Mou JII0U COBEPIIUIN OTBPATUTEIbHBIN IIOCTYIIOK U OOJIXKHEI IIOHECTH
HaKa3aHue, HO 3TOT YeJIOBEK COBEPIIXII aHAJIOTUUHBIN ITOCTYIIOK, yAAaPUB JIOPAa, KOTga Y HEro
camoro Het TuTyna. [lo KpaiiHell Mepe, He TOro, KOTOPHIY Ipu3HaH KopoHoii.

Hoxkc efiBa He paccMmesisicad Haj O4eBHUOHOM ynoBKoM TaiBuHa. EMy OBIIIO HaljeBaTh, YTO €T0 JIIOAU
HACHUJTYIOT MaTh U €€ noub. OH 3TO uyBCcTBOBAJ. Ho TaliBuH SBHO OB 3aMHTEPECOBAH B HEM U XOTEJ
IIOCMOTPeTh, 4To Hokc 6ymeT menaTh, KOT{a ero 3aroHsT B YOI,

«YTO0 K, ec/u TH X0Uelllb LI0Y, TO S C PafOCThi0 ero yCTpoio. KpoMe TOro, 3TO XOPOIIHi criocod
BBIIIJIECHYTh HAKOIKBIIYIOCS 9HEPTUIO IIOCTIe TOM MyUYHUTEIbHOM T0e3[KHU Ha Jiofke. M HyKHO OynmeT
elllé pa30K o0ayMaTh Uel0 TOTO, KaK CO3[aTh HOPMaJlbHbIe KOPabyd U IBUTATEIN»

— TToxozke, MHI 3alllIU B TYIUK, Ballla MUIOCTh. — [ToxKan nimedamu Hokc, moKa KOpOIb CMOTPEN TO
Ha yioppa TalBUHAa, TO Ha Hero. — MTak, 5 mpepnsaraio peiieHue. [IBe CTOPOHB COBEPIINIIN OMINOKY,
XOTS HY OOHA U3 HUX He NIpH3HaeT ee. Tak JaBaliTe pelidM 9TO MeXAy CO00M: UCIBITaHUE
MIOEIUHKOM. fl IPOTUB 3TUX MATEPHIX.

Ox Bupern, Kak nopa CTapk MOHMK, B TO BPEMSI KaK JIFOOOIBITCTBO J1opaa TalBHHA Pa3ropesioch C
HOBOU CHJION. A KOPOJIb... KOPOJIb BHITJISIEN BEl BHICIIIEN Mepe JIeTKOMBICIIEHHBIM.

— HcnbiTanue 60eM, na? — Copocun PobepT, mpexie 4eM yCMeXHYThCsS. — J[0KeH MPU3HaTh, YTO V
Te0st ecTh guIa, ciemnell. TH Beflb 3HAEIh, YTO 10 3aKOHAM BecTepoca, 3TO UCIIEITAHNE UMEET TOJIbKO
opuH ucxon — CmepTh. HeyKenu T TOTOB PUCKHYTD KU3HBIO Pafyl 9TUX OBOUX?

[ToBepHYB r0OJIOBY TaK, YTO Ka3aj0Ch, OYATO OH CMOTPHUT 3a CIKHYy, HOKC menaHHO B3T/ISIHYI Ha MaTh
1 0Yb, BCE eIll€ APOoXKaIuX OT CTPaxa II0CJIe BHIIABIIEr0 Ha UX MO0 UCIEITaHUSI. Te CMOTpeIy Ha
HEro B OTBET C BHE3aIIHO BCIILIXHYBILIEU HaOeXKI0u.

— Hy moa, roToB. — He3aMeicimoBaTo oTBeTH HOKC, CHOBa IIOBEPHYBIIKCH K KOPOJIIO.

[Mupokas yxMmblnKa PoGepTa pa3menuia ero MU0 Ha [IBe YaCTH.

— Xa! MHe HpaBuUTCS 3Ta e0aHyTas YBePEHHOCTH Cjemia. TalBUH, Tallly Cofa 3TuX yomonkos! OxHu
OOJIKHBI y4aCTBOBaTh B McribITaHUM !



TaliBUH OTPHIBUCTO KUBHYJ U OTIIPABHUJICS 3a CBOMMHU JIIOIbMH, a OCTaJIbHbIE TOPABI U COJIIATHI
oTCTymunu, 00pa3oBaB KONbI0 BOKPYT Hokca. Bece, kpome nopma Ctapka. BMecTo Toro uTo6n!
OTCTYIIUTH BMECTe C OCTalbHBIME, XpaHutens CeBepa mopouien K Hokcy, emBa cuepKuBas
BBITIIECKUBAIOIIUICS HAPYXKYy THEB.

— Hokc. — Hpomunen CTapK HEerpoMKoO, Tak, YTOOBI CJIBIIIIAINA TOJIBKO OHHU oBoe. — A OyMaJl MBI
JOTOBOPHUIINCE, YTO Thl KAK MUHUMYM HeE 6y11e1_ub CO30aBaThb Hp06J'IeM!

[ToxaB meyamu, Hokc pacmpaBuil ux, IePefepHYI U ClIerka KPyTaHys TYJIOBUILEM U Ieei, YTOOH
pacciabuTh MBIIIIE CIUHLL ¥ TPATIELUH,

—Aga TOBOPHUIJI, YTO HENIPUATHOCTH OOBIYHO CAMM HaXonodaAT MEHS.

Pa30‘-IaPOBaHI/Ie Jiopaa CTapKa HapacCTalo, KOorga OH IMOBEPHYJIICA U GPOCI/IH B3I B CTOPOHY KOPOJIA.

— ¢ eme He pacckasan PoGepTy 4 IpyruM JIOpaM O TBOHX... CIIOCOOHOCTSIX.

— CnaBHO. — HOKC YXMBITIBHYIICS YyTh IHUPE, KOTHA MTOYYBCTBOBAJ, 4TO Hel Ha MrHOBEHUE
3aMeNIKascs. — 3Ha4uT, OyIeT UM CIOPIpPHU3.

3acronas, CTapk MOTEP IIEPEHOCHUITY.

— Hoxkc, 3aueM TH 9T0 Aenaerns? Hy mpaBga? 3To uTo, crtocob 3asBUTh 0 cebe BecTepocy u gpyrum
nmopgam? YToOrl T0Ka3aTh, Ha 4TO Tkl criocobeH? CKaxXy MHe, MM 5T 3aKOHYY 3TOT (apc 3mech u
cenyac.

OtOpocuB cBOE xopoliiee HacTpoeHnue, HoKc BCTPETUN CypoBhI B3rIsaa Xpauuresns CeBepa CBOUM
COOCTBEHHBIM U TTEPEIIEN Ha 0QHUIN03:

— 4 roBopun BaM mepeq TeM, Kak Mbl IOKUHYNU Buntepdens, nopn CTapk, 4To MOTY MHOTO€
crepnets. Ha camoM fene, BooO1ie Bcé Mory. Ho ecTs To, 4TO TepIieTh He CTaHy, IOTOMY 4TO He
xouy. Y 9T0 — n3HacunoBauue B moboi popme. 4 npenynpexknan Bac 0 TOM, YTO CHeJa, eCin
o0HapyXy Koro-nu6o, COBepIIalouero CToIb MEP3KUY B MOUX I'la3axX IOCTYNOK. HeyXenu Bhl
PELIuIN, YTO MOH CJI0Ba OBUIM IIyTKOM? & IIyT mo-Bamemy?

OrnsigeB TOJNIY, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK BHYTpU CTapKa 3ap0KIaeTCsl TOKOPHOCTD, U Jaxe KallelbKa
cThima. Heq oco3Han, 4To CBOMMU CJI0BaMHU BBIKa3ajl HeyBaxkeHue. Y He KOMY-TO TaM, a CIIaCUTEeIIIo
[IxoHa, co3maTento Jlegsiroro CTekiia U, BpOAe-KakK gpyra.

— IlpocTo... He menai HUYero CIIUIIKOM...

— Bpockoro? — Crnpocun Hokc, BepHYB cebe 4acTh XOPOIero HaCTPOeHus, 0COOEHHO B ITePCIIEKTUBE



yOuiicTBa HacUJIbHUKOB. OOHOTO U3 €ro TOUMEIX pa3BiedueHuil. M ocTaTku HemOOUTOM COBECTH
npomosnyat. — He BonHy#TeCk, nopa CTapk. I MOTy yOUTH 3TUX MSATEPHIX CO CBI3aHHBIMU 3@ CIIMHOMN
pPyKaMU U CB3aHHEIMU HoraMu. MHe He OHAfOOUTCS HUYEro BEIYYPHOT'0, YTOOH IOKOHYUTD C 3TUM.

— Xopormuro. — Kusaysn Ctapk, moBopauuBasich, YTOOH YITH, HO OCTAHOBUIICS, COEJIaB BCETO OOUH
mar. — W, mexny Hamu. 9 ogoOpsiio TO, YTO TH feaellb. ITOT YeloBek, JIopx... OH yxKe JaBHO K
atomy Imen. Ho s 6b11 6eccuyieH caM CBEPIIHUTE IpaBocyaue. Tak 4To, XOTh 5 U IMOpuIlai Tebs 3a 3To,
HO B TO 3Ke BpeMs Oy1arofapio 3a BCeX TeX, KTO caM OBIJT BLIHYKEH MOJT4aTh... U T€X, KTO yKe HaBeKU
ocTaHeTCsT 0e3MOJIBHEIM.

Crapky He OBIJIO HYXKIH YTOUHSTH, HOKC TpeKpacHO IOHUMAJI, 0 YeM OH roBopuT. O cMepTH IIuu
MapTen u OByX e€ meTel B KoHIle BoccTaHus oT pyk Jlopxa ¥ Apyroro 4eaoBeKa o UMeHU ['perop
Knuras. Kak Tonpko nopg Ctapk 671aronolyqHo MOKUHYJ KPyT mofed, HoKc BeIIEN B IEHTP U
ogoxKpas, IoKa nopy JIJaHHuCTED BHOBD MOSIBUTCS CO CBOMMU MSTHIO TIOObBMH.

«Hy 4T0 Xe€... 1a HAYHETCS BECEJIbE»

HpI/IMe‘-IaHI/Ie IIepeBOog4YrnKa

Becrepnenn — 3anagueie 3emnu. f uHorga Oyoy YepenoBaTh TPAHCKPHUIILKIO Ha3BaHUM U TIEPEBOT,
TIOTOMY 4YTO B OPUTHHAJIE YACTO ITPOCKAKMBAET TaBTOJIOTHUS.
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