9T0, Ka3a10Ch, HEMHOT'0 YCIIOKOUJIO MaJIbYiKa, X0Ts ero OyiefHble eKH BCe ellle IBUIaIl OT THeBa.
OH OTBepHYJCS Ha HONTUYN MUT, U XaKo[a IPUTOTOBUJICS K BOIIPOCY, KOTOPHIY, KaK OH 3HaJI,
nocyenyeT: YMpeT iu oH? M B 3TOT MOMEHT BOX/Ib ITOUYBCTBOBAJ Ce0s XyALUIUM U3 TPYCOB, IIOTOMY
YTO OTHAJI OBl TOYTH BCE, YTOOBI HE TOBOPUTH IIPABAY.

Korpma 3yko 3aroBopuJI, TONOC ero OB HETPOMKHKM, a BOTIPOC ¥ BOBCe yOuBHUI ero. «Tak Tebe
IPUAETCS 0TOCTIATh MeHs?» [Ipexmne yeM XakKofa yCIieq OTBETUTh, 3YKO IMPOJOIKUI: «f He X0uy
BO3BpaIIaThCs. MHe meBaTh, 4To B CTpaHe OTHS BCe BpeMs CBETUT COJIHIIE, - 5T He X04y Tyaa
BO3BpAIaThCS HUKOTHa».

«HeT, T€0s1 He oTmpaBAT 00paTHO». OTBETUB Ha 3TOT BOMPOC, OH 00513aTEJIHO BCTPETUIICS C
MaJIbYUKOM B3TJISIIOM M YOUBUIICS TOMY, YTO B HEM YUTAJIOCh HETIPUKPEITOE obnmeryenue. Ha
coOpaHuu 1eMeHu baTo oka3ascs mpaBs: 60sbIlle BCET0 Ha CBeTe 3YKO X0Tell OBITh B IJIeMeHU Bofkl.
M Xakoma He[IONIT0 Pa3MBIIIJISA O TOM, KaKas SIpOCTHAs MPeJaHHOCTh XKUBET B KpoBU Hapopa OrHs u
BCE JIU OHU TAK PEIIUTENIbHO HAaCTPOEHH, pa3 YK MPUHSIH peleHre. «Ho 3T0 3HAUUT, YTO THI
moyKeH ObITh CUIBHBIM. Briepemu y Hac ellle MoaTopa Mecsiia TEeMHOTEI».

KyTpyk KamassHyJ U3 CBOETo yTIiia, Te OH Moida Habioman 3a 00MeHOM MHEHUSIMHU. «Boo011e-To 10
3UMHETO0 COJTHIIECTOSTHUST 0CTAJIOCh BCEro TPY Hemenu. Eciu 9To Kak-TO CBSI3aHO C COJIHIIEM, TO IIOCE
HET0 eMy MOXKEeT CTaTh JIyYIle».

«ITouemy?» cpocun 3yKO, IOBEPHYBIIUCH K HEMY.

LlenuTens MOMHSN PYKY, CXKATYIO B Kynak. «Celyac Hallla 4YaCTh MUpPa HaKJIOHEHAa OT COJIHIIA, -
CKa3aJl OH, yKa3blBasl Ha MATKY JafoHu. «[locie CONMHIIECTOSHNS OHa HAYHET ITOBOPAYUBaThCS
o0paTHO». 1 ero 3amsacTbe COTHYJIOCH, IePeMECTUB KyJlaK B IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY.

«3HA4MUT... ellle TOJIbKO TPX Hefleau?» MOBTOPUII 3YKO U TIOOHSJICS, TIePEBOMS B3TJIAL C LIEIUTENS Ha
CBOEr0 MPUEMHOTO0 OTIa. «JTO JIETKO. & CIIPaBIIOCh».

«Xopomit ManbuuK». Xakofa yAEIOHYIICS U B3BEPOIIUII €T0 BOJIOCH], IIOJIYYUB B OTBET HEYBEPEHHYIO
YXMBLIKY.

OH 1O4YTH [TOBEPUIT EMY.

Bo BpeMms criepyioliero HouHoro c6opa Xakona yBupes, Kak 3yKO UTPaeT C OBYMS OPYTUMHU OEThMHU.
OHu HalUM IJIeMbl BOMHOB U3 BOJTYbEN WIKYPH U BMecTe ¢ CoOKKou roHsanu KaTtapy BOKpPyT KOCTpa,
myrasi HeKOTOpPhIX Marnbieii. ¥ ecnu 3yko 1men MenieHHee, yeM CoKKa, XaKofa MpeanodyuTran He
3aMeuaTh 3Toro. OH yOOBIETBOPUIICS TEM, YTO MAJIbYUK MPUKIIafbIBaeT O0bIlE YCUTUN, U BEPHYJICS
K pasrosopy ¢ baro.

[To3xke OH 00HAPYXKUII, YTO 3YKO CIIUT, CBEPHYBIIKUCH KalauWKOM B YTy, CO IIJIEMOM Ha TonoBe. OH
OB B TaKOM 0OeCIaMsITCTBE, YTO XaKOfe MPHUIIIOCh OTHECTH ero 06paTHO B TaIaTKYy.
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«CokKa, - npoiuenTtana Katapa moutu ase Hefesu CIyCTA. «3yKO YMPET?»

Cokka GBICTPO OTMaXHYJICS OT Hee ¥ OPOCUJI BUHOBATHIM B3I HAa MalbyuKa, KOTOPOTO OH BCE
Gonbine u GoJbIlle CYUTAI CBOMM MyaamuM OpatoM. TOT cnan y KocTpa, UL ero Ob110 O1eJHEIM U
ocyHyBImuMcs. Ceffyac OH IOYTHU He IIPOCHINACs, pa3Be YyTo KaHa 3acTaBisiia ero CeCTh U BHIIUTH
OynbpoHa.

CHoBa no3Banu Kytpyka, u Katapa ¢ CoKKOl BUfeNnH, KaK 3TOT CTaphlil iIeKapb OCMaTpUBaJl €ro,
KayaJl T0JIOBOM ¥ OTBOAMI XaKo[y B CTOPOHY, UTOOHI 3a ABEPHIO 3aBs3a/ICS COOepKaTEIbHbIH
pasroBop.

«OH MPOCTO 1I0X0 ceBst YyBCTBYET, MOTOMY UTO Hapon OTHS IOKJIOHSIETCS COJIHITY, a He JIyHe, Kak
0OBIYHEBIE JTIOAU». MyApPO cKa3an Cokka. «EMy CTaHeT Jiydile mmociie ConHIecTosHus. OTel] cKa3an».
Boo611e-To pa3roBop XaKOMkl CO CTAPIIUM CHIHOM OBLT Topa3mo 6ojiee MpayHEIM, YeM 3TOT, HO COKKa
WHCTUHKTUBHO XOTeJ orpaguTh Katapy oT Bcero, 4To Mor. EMy OBIIO HEIPUSTHO BUAETh, KaK OHa
TIaver.

KaTapa OIIyCTHJIa I''ta3a. Ha xonensx Y Hee JIeXKaJla OJHa 13 ee JTI00OMMBIX KYKOJI, © OHa
IIornepeMeHHO oOHMMaa ee 1 IIpUTIaKuBajla IT'YCTEIE HUTH B €€ BOJIOCaX. «MHe KaxkeTCs, OH He
JOZKHWBET OO0 COJIITHIEeCTOAHHA», - TUXO IIPOIIEIITalla OHA.

«KoHeuHO, moxkuBeT. 3yKO IIPOCTO He COOMPAETCS COaBaTLCI».

Ero mnapimast cectpa cMoTpesia Ha Hero, 1 COKKa 3acTaBuiI ce0s yIBIOHYTHCS, XOTSI YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO
3ambIxaeTcst BHyTpu. Ho OH He Mor 9Toro moka3aTh. OH BCeryia TOBOPHUI 3yKO OBITh CHIJIBHBIM, HO OTEI]
OKM[IaJl, YTO OH OyHeT cuibHee. M eciu [jist 9TOTO HY2KHO OBIZIO HE TTOKA3kIBaTh, KaK OH BOJIHYETCS, U
IIPUKPBIBATh 9TO KaK MOXKHO JIy4Ille JOMOPOM... OH MOT 3TO CHENaTk.

BriepBhle B CBOEU I0HOM KU3HY, HO, KOHEYHO, He B IIoCIeqHul pa3, COKKa pellusI, 4To He X04YeT
IIOHMMAaTh HUYEro u3 ero 6e3yMHbIX n3ru6oB. OH MpeArnoYruTan XKUTh B MUPE JIOTUYHOM U 3[IPaBOM,
crracu60 6omnbioe. OH XU B MUPeE, TOe JII0OXA He MPOCTO... MCUe3aiu U3-3a COMHIA. B 9ToM He OBIIOo
HUKAKOT'0 CMEICTIA. BCce 3T mypankue MaruyecKre MITYYKY He UMEIN HUKAKOTO CMEICITA.

OTKUHYB MEXO0BYI0 3aCJIOHKY, OTel] BollleTl B anaTtky. KyTpyka yxe He ObUIO, €T0 MeCTO 3aHsamu baTto
1 Kana. I'ma3za Xakombl BCTPETUJIACE C €0 I'Jla3aMy Yyepe3 Bech waTep, ¥ COKKa II0YyBCTBOBAJI, KakK y
HEro CBeJIo KUBOT. UTo OBl HY FOBOPUIIM CHAPYKHU, 3TO OBIIIM COBCEM He XOopoIuue HOBOCTU. COKKa
BRIpyrascs Ovl, ecnu Obl Oabyiika He Oblla Tak 0113K0, YTOOH! YCIIBIIIATE.

«[Torimem, Katapa. 3geck cnumkoM xkapko». M 9To ObUI0 paBnoii. B manaTke pa3Benyu OroHb,
IBITAsICh COrpeTh 3yK0. Ho 9TO He NpUHECIIO0 HUKaKOU MOJIb3H. «IloiieM B KPYTJIBIUA fOM»>.



KaTapy 3To He ogypauusio HYA Ha CeKyHOy. [IpukycuB ry0y, oHa nmepeBoauna B3risan ¢ COKKM Ha
crsmero 3yko.

Ho Cokka 00XBaTHI ee pyKy U IOTSHYII K ABEPU. B3pocikie ObIIM B CTOPOHE, ¥ OH HE XOTeJ, YTOOHI
Kartapa ycrnrlliana 94To-To, UTO MOTJIO OBl ee paccTpouTh. ETo Myapiias cecTpa Bce ellle Konebanach,
v COKKa pa3apaxeHHO BeIJOXHY. «[locnylan, - cka3ajl OH, U ero roj0C IIp0o3Bydall HEMHOTO pe3ue,
YeM OH XOTeJI, - 3YKO He [IJIs TOr0 IIPOMesall BeCh 3TOT MyTh, HE IJIST TOT0, YTOOHI YIIACTh Ha TOJIOBY BO
BpeMs KaTaHUs Ha MUHTBUHBUX CAaHKaX U YyTh HE YTOHYTH, a 7T TOT0, YTOOH yMepeTh ceidac. Hy
xel»

9t0, moxoxe, ybemuno ee Goblie, yeM 4To-mulo elre, ¥, 6POCUB MMOCIeTHUN JOJITHHA B3I HAa3al
yepes MIed0, OHa MPUCOENUHHUIIACH K OpaTy.
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