"Kak Ttebe ymaeTcs 00OBUHSATH KOT0-TO 6e3 moka3aTenbCcTB?" [Iepcu Havan uaTH o0paTHO B XKUJIOU
paiion Cyppesi, a MasieHbKasi 6aHa MOAPOCTKOB cliefioBaia 3a HuM. OH yBUIET BXOH B TapK U PEIINII
TIOWTH Yepes HeTo - uepe3 Hero OblJI0 KOpoude, YeM BOKPYT.

"V MeHs ecTh JoKa3aTesbcTBal"

"CrnoBa XynuraHa HeflOCTaTO4YHO".

"OH He xymnuras!"

"Hert, oH xynuras!"

"Her, He xynuraH! 4 3Haio ero ¢ poxpaeHus! OH HUKOrTa Obl He caenaln Hudero mogo6Horo!"

"O4yeBUAHO, YTO HET, - 3aKaTwI ria3a [lepcu, - 3aueM emy mmoka3eiBaTh Tebe 3T0? OH SIBHO He
cobupaeTcs apuUITHPOBATh, YTO OH 3acpaHer".

"4 He 3acpanen!" BocknukHyn Hanmu.

"HeT, THI OTPOMHBIN 3aCpaHell, - ocKanuics [Iepcu, - a Teneps IepecTalb MPecieaoBaTh MeHS,
npupypox!"

"Mel MOXKeM fenaTh Bce, 4To 3axoTuM!" Kaccu npeirayna nepep [lepcu, 0CTaHOBUB €0 Ha MECTE.
Ona ckpecTuia pyKHY U yCTaBUJlach Ha Hero: "HeMenneHHO U3BUHUCH nepen Hammu".

"Winu uto? Thl MeHs nmoObetb?" Tlepcu 3axuxuKail.

"Hert... unu g paccKaxy TBOUM POOUTETISAM".

[Tepcu He yoepxkarcs oT Gripkanbs: "[la, ymauu Tebe".

Kaccu ormatuynack: "dto? ITouemy?" Kazamoch, oHa 60siyiach OTBETa.

[Tepcu He cMoT yoepKaTbcs oT cMexa: "HeT-HeT, oHUM He yMepnu. IIpocTo 3To... ClnoxkHO. B mobom
Cly4ae, OTBajI¥, Y MeHs eCTh ONWH CBOOOMHBIM eHb B HEJEJIIO, U S He X0Uy TPaTUTh ero Ha
OCKOpOJIEHMST OT MaJIeHbKOM IeBOYKH, KOTOPAs MOHSTHUS HEe UMEeT, 0 Y4eM TOBOPHUT".

Kaccu 3acThizia Ha MecTe, Korma Ilepcu o0oIen ee U 3alaraj Jajbiie B mapk. CoNHIe yXKe MouTH
CeJIo, ¥ B IIapKe CTAJI0 COBCEM TEMHO. [lepeBbs IIOTEMHEIH, U TeHH HAaKPBIIH BCIO TEPPUTOPHUIO.
3axruch ynu4yHbe GoHapy, HO [lepcu Bce paBHO He YyBCTBOBaJI ce0s B 6e3omacHocT. OH XOTen
TIOCKOpee yOpaThCs U3 9TOr0 MecTa.



Kaccu HaKOHeII BhIIIITa U3 OlleTieHeHus U 00epHynach: "BepHUCH ciofa, 4epTOB STHKu!"

"OTBanu, pacucTCKui Oputaner!"

"HeT, moKa Thl HE U3BUHUIILCS 3a TO, YTO 00uaesn Mmoero apyra!"

[Tepcu octanoBuics u o6epuyncs. OH 3apbidal, U Kaccu oTcTynuIa Ha3al, UCIIYTaBIIACh €T0
nevcTBuid. OH Nepemartys yepes Hee, a Kaccu oTcTtynuna K [Jaaiu ¥ 0CTalbHEIM, KOTOPHIE
oOHMManuch BMecTe. [lepcy BO3BHILIAJICS Hafl IPYIINON JIOel CBOMM BHYIIUTEILHBIM POCTOM U
IIPHUCTANIbHO CMOTPEN Ha HUX.

"Cny1ialiTe BHUMATEIbHO, IOTOMY 4TO 51 He Oyay MOBTOPSATHCS. 1 He OUIl 3TOro XKUpPHOTOo AepbMa. OH
yOapui MeHs U CJIoMaJl PyKy, IIOTOMY YTO SIBHO He yMeJl OUTh. OTO OblJI HECUACTHEIN CIIydal IO eTo
BUHe. TakK 4TO B IIOCJIEOHUY pa3, KakK cKa3anu Obl BB, OpUTAHIE, OTBAJIUTE, IEPECTAHbTE MEHS
IIpecyiefoBaTh U, pafy BCEro CBATOrO0, He Ha3blBalTe MeHs gHKU! [ToHaTHO?!"

['pyma equHOAYIIHO KUBHYJA. [lepcu yaeIOHYJICS, OTCTymas Ha3an: "Xopoiuo. A Tenepsb 6erure, y
MeHS$ eCTh Jella IIoBaxHee..."

Tpeck!

[Tepcu B3OpOTHYII, IOBEPHYB T'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY 3BYKa. 3BYK OBLI MOX0K Ha TPECK JIOMAIOIIENCSI
BETKH, HO TO, YTO JIOMAJIOCh, Ka3aJIoCh OOJIBIIUM ¥ OYEHb TSXKeJbIM. [Iepcu moYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK
BOJIOCHI Ha €ro0 Illee BCTaJX ABIO0M: YyThe TOACKa3kIBaIo €My, UTO Hafo ObITh HaCTOPOXKE, YTO-TO
npuOIUKaETCs, YTO-TO IIJIOXO0E.

[Tepcu oTOpocumn comoByio U BhixBaTull Puntaig. K pyke Oplna MpHUCTerHyTa ajaodka, HO OH He MOT
€10 BOCIIOJIb30BaThCs: TyMaH 3auTil OBl €T0, eCciu OBl OH MCII0/Ib30Bal PUnTuf, HO OH He JaBa
TAKOW 3alUTH Ipu paboTe c Maruel. I'nmymnas mTyKa, Takas Y4ePTOBCKM HEIIOCTOSIHHAS.

[Tepcu moBepHYyJICSA K TOAPOCTKaM: "Yxogute. Ceryac xke".

"Yro?" crpocuna [IKeHHU.

"4 xe ckasan, yxogute", - ckasai [lepcu, ornsageBasich no cTopoHaM. OH yBHUAE, KaK YTO-TO
OBUKETCS B TEHU 3a JepeBbsiMu. OHO OBIJIO OOJIBIIIUM U BOJIOCAThIM. M 4TO-TO moacKa3kiBaso [lepcu,
YTO OHO KJET 3a HUM. A 3TO 03Ha4aso, 4YTO eMy HYKHO YBECTH CMEPTHBIX ITOAaIbIlle OT HETO.

Kaccu 3aprruana: "Ilocnyiial, COMsK, S He 3Hal0, KeM Thl ce0s BO30OMHUJI, HO MbI He 00s13aHbI Te0s
caymats!"

[Iepcu mOCMOTpEN Ha Hee U Cy3uJl Iryia3a: "Thl X04Yellb XXUTh?"



"Yro?" nepecnpocunia Kerucu.
"4 cipocun Tebs1, X04elb JIX TH KUTh?" MOBTOPHUI [lepcu.
"T-nga, a uro?"

"Torpa yxogu, ceiiyac xe", - [Iepcu ornsagencs no croposaM: "Tam! OH yBumes, 4To y IIpyAa 4YTO-TO
IBUKETCs, OHO Oexkaso 1Mo Kpaio, Ho Ilepcu Bce paBHO MOT IOTHATh €ro, eciu Obl 3axoTen. "Crylai,
3[eCh 4YTO-TO €CTh, BO3MOXKHO, IUKO€e KUBOTHOE. Tak 4TO pa3BOpauyuBaucsa U yXOOU TEM XKe IIyTeM,
KaK¥uM IIpuImesn”.

"XKusoTtHoe?!" Bckpuuan I[Iupc, - "3mecs?!"

"Ha, u 3aTkHUCH!" [Tepcu 3amunen: "Trl Xo4els, YTOOB OHO 3HAJIO, I'le Ml HaxoguMcs?" ITupc
3arj0THYN ¥ 3aKpbUl poT. [lepcu noBepHycsa K Kaccu: "bepu ux Bcex u yxogu. He ornmsasiBaiiTecs".

"A TeI?" cupocuna Kaccu.

"He BonHy#Cs, s MOTy 0 cebe mo3abotuthcst”, - Ilepcu moBepHyJics u mobexan K mpymay: "YoupanTech
otcioma!"

I[Tepcu He cTal MPOBEPSITH, IPUCIYLIATKCE JIX OHU K €r0 IPeyIPexRIeHNI0, @ COCPEIOTOUHIICS Ha
MOHCTpe Tepen co6oii. OH nom6exas K 03epy U OTJISANENICS: Ha TPS3HOM y4acTKe BOKPYT BOOHI OH
YBUMEN OTIIEYaTOK HOTH - OH GBI UMEHHO 3[ECh.

[Tepcu cMaxHyJ KONMa4yoK C Pumraiif, mpeBpaTuB ero B GpOH30BHIM Med, KOTOPHEIY He pa3 cliacajl eMy
XKU3Hb. [lepcu OmyCTUIT LEHTp TAXKeCTU U ornsagencs: "['me Be?

Tpeck!

[Tepcu noBepHyICS U B3MaxHYN MedoM. "OU!" 3akpruyana Kaccu, korma [Tepcu ocTaHOBUIICS B
HECKOJIbKHX CaHTUMeTpax OT ee IIeH.

[Tepcu 3appIxancs, 6pICTPO O0TBOAS Med: "UTo TH 37iech fenaemnb?! f xKe cka3as BaM yXOOUTH!"

"MEI He XOTeJIH OCTaBJIATh Te0s 37ech C ZKUBOTHEIM, - CKa3ala Kaccu, riugnd Ha Punraiin, - roe TH
B3sJ1 OUTY Mg KpukeTa?"

[Tepcu mopmHsn OpOBL, IO Ha Med: "Ax ma, Tyman. [Ins Hee PunTaiif HOMXKeH BHITISANETh KakK
JleTy4as MBIIb".



"KomMepueckas TaiHa", - mpoBopyarn Ilepcu, 3arnsabiBast ei uepes 1mi1edo, ¥ 00HapyKUJI, 4To
OCTaJIbHBIE APY3bsi K9CCH CTOAT M03aAu Hee, CTPYAUBILKUCEH BMecTe. [lepcu B3OOXHYI: "ITO, KOHEYHO,
3M0POBO, YTO Tebe He BCe PaBHO, HO S CaM CIIPaBIIOCh. JIydllle BCEro, eClid BHl YHOeTe U HUKOTa He
npugere..."

"I'PAA!"

[Tepcu OBEPHYIICS KaK pa3 BOBpPeMsi, UTOOH YBUIETh, KaK YePHOE MSATHO BEICKOYUJIIO U3 BEICOKOM
TPaBBl ¥ OPOCUIIOCH Ha HETO.

Apckad roruas! mouan [lepcu, ornuxusas Kaccu v 3aMaxuBasiCh Ha TOJI0OBY MOHCTpPa. AfCKas roH4Yas
yYBEpHYJIach OT yfapa u ygapuia I[lepcu ronosoit B 6pioxo. Ilepcu oTneTesn Ha3af, a agcKasi ToOHYas
IIOBEPHYJIACh K K3ccu ¥ OCTaJIbHBIM.

"B-menBens!" 3akpuyan [Tammm, 6eras 3a [I)KeHHU U TPSICSCh OT CTpaxa.

"Kak 310 MmenBenb?! B manenskoM Cyppee HeT MefBefei!" BocKNukHy [Tup. TyMaH U3MeHUN UX
BOCIIPHUATHE, U BMECTO afiCKOM TOHUYel OHU YBUAEJU O0JIBLIIOro MefiBesisi, KOTOPHEIM CMOTPEN Ha HUX
TaK, CIIOBHO OHU OBIIIM €T0 CIEOYIOIIel eoMu.

Ksccu oka3sanacek Ha 3eMJie, OTIIOJNI3ad Ha3aA. B yx&Kace oHa ycTaBuiach Ha 4yfoBuine. Tsapb
IIOHIOXasla BO3QyX ¥ IIOCMOTpea Ha AeByIKy. Kaccu B3OporHysa, Korga MeABeab 3apbldyall Ha Hee U
MeJIJIeHHO IoIlen K Hell.

Hert! Het! Tonbko He 3T0! Kaccu 3akpuyaina npo cebsi, Korma mnepeq ria3aMu IPOMeIbKHYa ee
xku3Hb. OHa He X0TeJla YMUpPaTh, He XoTesla OBITh Pa30pPBaHHOM Ha KYCKU KaKUM-TO JKMUBOTHBIM!

MepBenp HaOpocumcs Ha Hee: "T'PPP!"

Kaccu mopHsina pyku BBepx U 3akpudana: "KTo-Hubyab, momorure!"

[Tepcu Gpocusncs BIepen, MUHOBAJI CMEPTHHIX IOOPOCTKOB U BPe3aJsiCs B aficKyio roHyyio. OH
BpE3aJICs B TBAph, KaK MYIIEYHOE SAPO, OTIIPABUB MOHCTPA U cebs B 03epo. AfcKasi TOHYas
TIOTIRITAJIACh BCIIJIBITh Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH, HO [Iepcu moiiMarn ee 3a Jamy ¥ BTSHYJ B MyTHOE JHO IIPYyAa.

Arnckast TOHYAs Ilaparala ¥ Ifapamnajia KOrTsMu [1epcu, pa3phiBasi er0 OfeXkIy, HO KOTTH He
npopBanu Koxy Ilepcu, cnacu6o npokisTuio Axuna. 'oHYas 3aprrdana, HO ee TOJIOC 3arjymana
BOZA BOKDYT.

[Tepcu yCMexXHYICS: 3MeCh OH KOHTPOJIUPOBAJT BOAY, U HUKTO He MOT ero nmobequts. OH TOJIKHYI BOAY,
yTOOBI CXBATHUTh QfICKYIO TOHYYIO U yIepxkKaTh ee Ha MecTe. ['OHYas MOMbITalach CABUHYTHCS C MECTa,
HO BOZIa BOKPYT Hee OTTOJIKHYIa ee. Torma ITepcu B3MaxHy1 PunTaiif, u B GpOH30BOM BCIIHIIIKE OUTBA
OBlJla OKOHYEHa.



Tesno ajgckoy ToOHYeH MejIeHHO IIPEBPATHUIIOCE B 30JIOTYIO ITBIITb, HepCI/I B3OOXHYII C obJieryeHuneM.
On 6BICTpO IIpeBpPaTuil Punraig O6paTHO B II€PO U IIOIIJIBINI K IIOBEPXHOCTH. On OTTOJIKHYJICA OT
TITOBEPXHOCTH BOIEI X BBEINIEJI Ha CYIITY.

OTKyma, 4epT BO3bMH, B357IaCh 9Ta IITYKa? 3amajics BOPOCcoM [1epcH, BHITITIEBEIBAS TPSI3b,
TIOTIABILIYIO €MY B POT, - "HeyKemu... HeyKeJld OHO IOIIIO 10 MOEMY CJIefy IO CaMo¥ AHTIUU?
Heyxemnu 51 HACTOJIBKO MOTYIIIECTBEHEH?

"Tr1 B mopsigke!" [lepcu momHsI roI0BY U yBuAell, 4To K93u u ocTasbHble YOUBIIEHHO CMOTPAT Ha
Hero.

[Tepcu 3akaTun rina3a: "CoBceM 3a0bIT PO 9TUX HapHe#". [lepcu MOHSI, YTO eMy HYKHO JepzKaTb
ce0s B pyKax, HeJlb3s1 pUCKOBaTh, YTOOLI OHU y3Hanu o HeM. OO0rIyHO Ilepcu BHITHPACS HacyXxo,
BBIXOZSI U3 BOOeMa, HO ceiyac eMy IIPHUIIIOCh 3aCTaBUTh Ce0si OCTaBUTh BOAY: €Cli OBl OH BHIIIET U3
pyaa CyXuM, KaK CBUCTOK, eMy OBl TOYHO 3ajiaId BOIIPOCHL.

"¢l B mopsigke, - B3OoxHYN [lepcu, Isigs BHUS, - XOTSI, BO3MOXKHO, MHE ITOHALOOUTCS CMeHa OfleXKIbI".

Kaccu u [I>XeHHU TOCMOTPEeNIH Ha PBaHyIo omexnay [Tepcu u mokpacHenu. ITon Hel OBIIIO BUTHO €ro
TIOATSIHYTOE TeJ0, HO MM II0BEe3J10, YTO ObIJI0 TEMHO, MHA4e BCe YBUOEeNH Obl, KaK IIOKPAaCHEIN X
IIEKH.
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