BckouuB ¢ kpoBaTi, KOposb IpakKOHOB PaCTEPSTHHO OTJISIAENICS BOKPYT.

— Yro, Bo uMs Hebec, 3T0 OBIIO 3a YOUMCTBEHHOE HaMepeHHe TOJIBKO YTO?

KOpOJ’Ib OPaKOHOB OBITI B HeJOyMeHNH, KOIr'Dla B €0 KOMHATe€ HUKOT'O HE OBLIIO.

— Heyxenu u3-3a cTpecca MHe IPUCHUJICS KOLWIMap? f He MOT HOpMaJIbHO CIIaTh C TeX I0p, KakK
ncye3 MMmepaTop ApakKoHOB, B KOHIle KOHIIOB... — KOpoib IpakKoHOB U3Has rTy00KUii B3[0X.

OpHako enBa KOpOJ'[B OPAKOHOB JIET Ha KPOBATh, KaK YCIJIBIIIAJI T'OJIOC BHYTPHA CBOEM KOMHATHI, 1
TOJIOC 3TOT CJIOBHO OTBE€Yall EMY.

— Her, THI He CIUIIE.

I'ma3a Koposnst fpakoOHOB IIMPOKO PACKPHUIUCH, ¥ TOTAA OH YBUOEJ CTapUKa, CTOSIIEro PSIAOM C ero
KPOBATHIO.

— Yepr! Ito npuspak! — 3akpudan Koponb OpakoHOB, cliacasi CBOIO KU3Hb.

— IMpuspak? MoxeT N1 MpuU3pak caenaTth 3T0? — CTapuK BHE3AIIHO BHITYCTHI 00KECTBEHHYIO aypy,
¢ KoTopou Koponb IpakOHOB HUKOT[a He CTAJIKUBAJICSd, HO MHCTUHKTHUBHO, KaK KyJIbTUBATOD, OH
3HAaJI, YTO 3Ta aypa NpUHAAJIEKUT 0€CCMEPTHOMY.

— BbeccmepTHBII?!

Kopornb [IpakoHOB OBITT TOTPSICEH ellé 00JIbIle, Y3HaB, YTO ero pa30ynun 6eCCMEPTHEIN, a He
npu3pax!

— 4 uiry Koe-Koro. MozKelb JIi T paccka3aTh MHe 0Oosibine 06 MepaTope ApakKOHOB, KOTOPOTO ThI
He TaK JaBHO IPUIOTUIT?

— HMMnepaTope OpakOHOB?

Kopomnio [IpakoHOB TOTpe00BanoCch HEKOTOPOEe BpeMs, YTOOH pa3obpaThCs B CUTyalluy, HO KOTHa OH
3TO CHefal, OH TYT Xe MOKJIOHUJICS KPOBaTH M U3BUHUJICS: — [IpocTuTe! MMIepaTop ApakKoHOB
r“cue3 B MoeM noMme! MuI 6e30CTaHOBOYHO MCKA/IA €r0 C MOMEHTA MCUYE3HOBEHUS, HO HaM He I10Be3/10!

Kopob IpakoHOB MPUHSI CTapyWKa 3a YeJI0BeKa, KOTOpOoro mpuciana KopomeBckas ceMbs IPAaKOHOB,
moToMy uTo MMIepaTop OpakKOHOB He BEPHYJICS B CBOU OM.

— CkaxuTe MHe, II0YeMy Bl Ha3blBaeTe ero «MmiepaTopoM ApakoHOB»? M KakK OH BHITJIAOUT? —



Crapuk crpocust Koposst ApakoHOB, XOTs OH yKe y3Hasl 0 3ToOM oT MmnepaTtpuiisl ®eit, HO OH X0Ten
OO TBEPAUTH UH(DOPMAIIHIO.

— [MTouemy? OH OB OfET B MOANIMHHYI0 MaHTHIO 30JI0TOT0 fpakoHa, y Hero 0vino [IpocTpaHCTBEHHOE
KOJIBIIO IPaKOHa, ¥ OH [axe MOXKEeT UCII0J1b30BaTh Barnan [IpakoHa! — oTBeTun Koposb ApakoHOB.

— YT0 KacaeTcs ero BHEITHOCTH, TO 9TO OB MOJIOJION YeJI0BEK C MIMHHEIMKA YePHLIMHU BOJIOCAMY U
KapUMU T'J1a3aMu. Ero JTUI[0 TaKKe BHITISIETI0 HEBUHHEIM B TOOPBIM.

Crapuk MoI4a pa3MbILgI: — ['0BOpAT, 4To 0H MiMIiepaTop ApakoHOB, HO 3TO TOJIBKO K3-3a €T0
COKPOBHII. JTO He 0Ka3kIBaeT, YTO OH MMmepaTop ApakoHOB. JI1060M MOXKET MONy4yuTh MaHTHIO
30JI0TOTO fipaKoHa ¥ I[IpocTpaHCTBEHHOE KOJIbIIO IpaKoHa Ha BepxHUX Hebecax, eclid 04eHb
moctapaeTcs. YTo KacaeTcs ero Barnsama [IpakoHa... Mactep u [IpakoH-IIpenok Ovlmy Kak OpaThs, He
OymeT HUYEro CTpaHHOTO, ecnu [IpakoHui-IIpenok Hay4dut ero B3rnany [IpakoHa.

— T8I cKa3aj, 4To 3ToT MMnepaTop IpaKOHOB BHE3AIIHO KCYe3, 3TO IIpaBha?

— [IIa, 3TO TakK. {1 OCTaBUJI €T0 B OOHOM U3 HAIIMX T'OCTEBLIX KOMHAT, YTOOLI OH OTIOXHYJI, a KoTfa 5
TIOIIIE]I TPOBEPUTH €T0 MO3XKe, OH yXKe UCYes.

— W T IOHATUSA He UMeelllb, Kyga OH MOT JeThCs?

— K coxanenuto. Mbl UCKald €ro Be3e, HO TaK ¥ He CMOTJIM HalTH, Kak Oy[aTo ero BooOIe HUKOTOa
He CyIIeCTBOBaO...

Koponb IpakoHOB 3aMoJT4as, KOTfia BAPYT MOHSJ, YTO CTapUK UCYE3.

—A?

Koponb IpakoHOB Orisifesl KOMHATY, U 4YTOOB yOeOUTHCS, YTO CTapUK HE CIIPSTAJICS Ie-HuOyOb,
yTOOB CHOBA HAIyraTh €r0, OH 060IIesT BCI0 KOMHATY, HaXKe MPOBEPHIT IIKa(HI.

— OH [melCTBUTENBHO yIIeN... A MOXKeT, ero Boob1e 3nech He 6b110? Heyxenu y MeHs BCE 9TO BpeMsi
ObUu ramonrHamu? Yept. MHe IeliCTBUTEILHO HY2KHO HEMHOT'O0 OTHOXHYTE... — KOpoJb JpakoHOB
IIoKayaJl T0JI0BOM U JieT 06paTHO B IOCTEJb, OBICTPO 3aCHYB.

TeM BpeMeHeM CTapuK IIapujl HaJ KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbel IPAaKOHOB, HE HACTOPOXKUB HU €JUHOU AYIIH.

— Kak u oxupmanoch 0T Mactepa, Bac TPYLHO HAWTH. f mymari, 4To Ha 9TOT pa3 OymeT mpoiie, Ho
YBHL...



— 41 6bI XOTEN IPOBECTH €11€ HeOOIbIIOe PAcCIefoBaHKe, HO Y MEHS HET BpeMeHH. [0 uxX mpuOBITHS
0CTaJIoCh HEOJITO.

Crapuk IToKay4aJsl IoJioBOi U B ClIefylolllee MTHOBEHUE HCYe3 C MATOro Heba, Kak OyATO ero 1 He
OBLIIO.

Yepes gac mocie TOro, Kak CTApUK UCYe3 C MATHX Hebec, He60 BOAPYT CTAJI0 30JI0THIM, ¥ MU
03apHUJICS 3TUM CBSITHIM CBETOM.

B Hebe cHOBa MOsIBUIACh OrpOMHAA ObIPd, HO OHaA Oblna ropas3ao 6o7blme r[pem:mymeﬁ.

Jltomu OBITTK ITOTPSICEHBI 9TOM CIIEHOM, HO TO, YTO OHHU YBUJIEH [aJbllle, IIOTHOCTHIO IIPEB3OIIIII0 UX
OXKHUIAHUS.

— H-umnepatpuna! Cmotpute! Y3 nbipsl B HeGe CITycKaeTCs TaK MHOTO Jtofen!

— Mou rnaza pa6otaioT oTnugyHo! — UMmnepaTtpuiia ®eit HaxMypuiacse, Isigsd Ha 9Ty CIEHY.

B Hebe 13 3usOLIEN OBIPH TOSBUIACH ThHICSYa QUTYD B CepeOpPSHBIX Jocliexax, ¥ BCe OHU U3JTydallu
HeOeCHYI0 aypy, KOTopasl 3acTaBJsijia JIofiel I0ACO3HATeIbHO IIOYUTATh UX.

Hepen 9THUMH BOMHAMU CTOAJI YEJIOBEK, KOTOpHﬁ SBHO BO3IJIABJIAN 3Ty TEICAYHYIO aPMUIO.

O9TOT YenoBeK AepzKal B pyKax Oosbioi ¢iar ¢ Hagnuckio: «HebecHblt MaHgaT», ¥ KOTOa JIIOAK
YBUEIH 3TOT (yiar, OHK BCe BCTAJIM Ha KOJIEHU U OITyCTUJIM TOJIOBHI, KaK OyATO OOSI/THCh CTOIKHYThCS
¢ 3TuM (riarom.

— Heb6ecunii Manpat?.. Uto, Bo uMs HeOec, apmusi HebecHoro MmMmnepaTopa feflaeT Ha MATHIX
Hebecax? — mpobopmoTasna cebe mmox Hoc MMnepaTtputia Peit, y3HaB 3TOT riar.

HeCMOTpH Ha TO, YTO OHa BIIEPBEIE YBHUEJIA 3TUX JIIofeN, OHa C IIEPBOT'O B3rJidad IIOHAJIA, KTO OHU 1
4YTO IIPEACTABIAIOT. Ha camom merne, Tak OBIJIO CO BCEMM Ha MSTHIX HeOecax.

Y kak Brnagwpluuiia OaThX Hebec, UMnepaTpuiia et Obiyia 00s13aHa MOMPUBETCTBOBATH MX, YTO OHA U
cresasa, MOATrOTOBUBIIINCE.

— ITpusetcTBy1o0 Bac, HeGecHbii ManmaT. { Bmageiuniia naTeiX Hebec, Umnepatpuia ®eit. — OHa
IIOYTHUTEILHO IIOKJIOHHUIIACH UM.

Myxx4uHa, BO3TJIaBIABLUINY apMUI0, IIOTOIIEN K Hell ¥ 3ar0BOPUJI XOJIOIHEIM I'0JI0OCOM: — { reHepan
JIn, u s KoMaHay0 TpeThuM oTpsinoMm HebecHoro ManmaTa. Cam HeGecHbiit MiMmepaTop mopy4yun HaMm



IIo¥MaTh OIIACHOTO IIPEeCTYIIHNKA, U MEI IIOYYBCTBOBAJIN €TI0 IIPHCYTCTBHE HA 3TOM HeOe coBceM
HeOaBHO.

— OmacHoro nmpectynHuka? — Mmnepatpuna ®eli nogHsma 6poBU, U 10 KaKOW-TO IPUYKHE B €€
CO3HAHUU BO3HUK CTAPUK.
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