— T-THI TONMBKO YTO CKa3al 0 MaHTUHU 30JI0TOT0 ApakoHa, oTel? — crpocuna lIsus u ¢
olllapallleHHbIM BEIpaKeHUEeM JIULIA.

— [Ia, aTo Tak. — Koposb 0pakoHOB KUBHYJI C CEPHE3HBIM JIUIIOM.

— B aTom mMupe HeT FiMIepaTopoB APAaKOHOB, 3HAYHUT JIM 3TO, YTO KTO-TO C BEPXHUX HEOEC CIIYCTUIICS
cropa? Ho nmouemy umenHo B Pau ®eii? — cupocuna Isnae lu.

— f moceinaio Tebs Tynoa, YTOOBI THI Y3Halla OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC. HOTOpOl’II/ICB u BBII[BHFafICH. Ecnu
OH ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO I/IMHepaTop OPAKOHOB, MEI HE XOTHUM, YTOOBI C HUM YTO-TO CIIY4YHJIOCE. Ecnu ou
HACTOSIIKM, THl 3HAEIb, YTO OeJIaTh.

— ¢ noHuUMalo.

[IIaus IIu mocnenoBana 3a craperunHoM L130y o6paTHO B Pait ®et, CIOIb3ys KaKOU-TO 0COOBIN
TaJIMCMaH, KOTOPHIM TEJIeTIOPTUPOBAJT UX TyMa 3a HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]I.

TeMm BpeMEeHEM B Paio ®ent FOanb Cupell B yriy TIOpeMHOfI KaMepPH 1 MOJI9a PAa3MBIIIIAN, €CTh JIN
eH.[é t-ITO-HI/I6YJ:[IJ, YTO OH MO2KET CHeJlaTh, YTOOBI BHIMTH U3 9TOM CUTyalluH.

«41 TpOCTO X0TEN MOCMOTPETh Ha 6eCcCMepTHYIO Ielepy BOruHY IUTPHL...», — B3MOXHYJ OH IIPO CcebsI.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, cTapeimuHa Ci09 BepHYIach B TIOPbMY U CKa3asa eMy: — [[oCTaHb CBOI0 MaHTHIO
30JI0TOTO IpAaKOHA. MHE HyKHO KO€-YTO ITPOBEPHTb.

KOaH10 HHUUYEro He 0CTaBaIoCh, KpOME KaK OTHATh eyl CBOI0 MaHTHIO 30JI0TOT0 OPaKOHa.

«ITo KpaliHeit Mepe, OHa He TOMpPOoCcuIa ICCEHIUI0 KPOBH...», — IIOAYMasl OH IIpo cebsi, mepenaBas e
MaHTHI0 3010TOT0 APaKoHa.

[Tonyuyus MaHTHIO, cTapeimrHa Ci03 IOKKWHYIa KaMepy ¥ HallpaBUJIach B IPYTroe MecTo, THe e€
xkpanu Ulsus Iy v gpyrue cTapeiIlnuHbl CEKTEL.

— Bot MauTus 30710TOTO ipakoHa. [loxkanylicTta, mpoBepbTe e€. — CTapeiiuta Cio3 mepefana
MaHTHi0 [3nb u.

— 9T0...

[IIaub Iu OGblta MOTPsICEHa, KOTa MPUKOCHYTach K MaHTUM 30JI0TOT0 APaKOHa.

— Omna HacTosmas... Mosi KpOBb peardpyer Ha €e€...



3aTeM OHa IMOCMOTpera Ha cTapeuinuHy Ci03 U CKa3ajla, HaXMYPUBIIKACh: — BBl JOIXKHE HEMEOJIEHHO
0CBOGOMIUTD 3TOTO YesioBeKa!

— K coxarnenuio, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO, TaK KaK OH HapyLIXJI 3aKOH Halero Pas ®eii, u 6e3 pa3pelieHus
HWmnepatpuiiel Peil MBI He MOXKEM €ro OTIYCTUTh, — CKa3ajla OfHa U3 CTapeuIlInH.

— K uépry npaBuna! M=l roBopuM 00 MiMmmepaTope mpakoHoB! [lazke eclii OH He U3 HAIllel CEeMbH, MBI
00sI3aHbI 3aMUIATh ero! Eciu ¢ HUM 4YTO-TO CIIY4YUTCS, MBI Oy[ileM HavMeHbIlIel 13 Bamux 3a60T!

— BrI He IpuHaAIekKUTe K KOPOIEBCKOM CEMbe, TIO3TOMY S He BUHIO BaC 3a HEBEXKECTBO, HO
ViMmepaTop OpakKOHOB — 3TO HE TOT, KOro MOXKHO 00umeTs! OH MOXKeT UCTPEeOUTE BCI0O MOIO CEMBIO
OIHUM IIPMKa30M, He TOBOps yxKe 0 BalueM Pae deii!

CTapefII.HPIHBI IIOTEPAIN Oap pedu OT CJIIOB [Isns Iu. OHM HUKOTOA PpaHbIlIe HE CTAJIKUBAJIUCE C
I/IMHepaTOpOM OPAKOHOB, IIO3TOMY HE 3HAJIKX BCeH CEPBhE3HOCTH CBOET 0 IIOJIOZKEHNI.

— MEI OTIIyCTUM 3TOr0 YesioBeKa, HO 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO OH MOXKeT VUTH, — HeOXUOAaHHO CKa3asa
crapermuta Ci03. — [Ipexpe yeM Mbl CMOKeM IIOJIHOCTHI0O OCBOOOAUTH €Tr0, HaM HyKHO OyneT
IOroBOpUTH ¢ Mnepatpuriein Oen.

— XMm@! A comHeBarocs, yTo MMneparpuiia et 3axodeT BCTYIUThL B BOMHY ¢ KOpOIeBCKOM ceMbent
IPaKOHOB 13-3a OMHOTO0 YesioBeka! M s ocTaHyCh 37eCh, II0Ka ero He ocBobopasit! — ckasana [IIsHb
Imn.

— JlenaiuTe, 4TO XOTUTE, — CKa3ajla cTapeulirHa Ci09, MOKUAAsA 3TO MECTO U BO3BpalasiCh B
TIOPEMHYIO KaMepy, The copepxkancs FOaHs.

Koneuno xe, [IIaus [lIu mocnengoBana 3a HEX, TaK KaK X0Tejla caMa BCTPETUTHCS C 9TUM
TauHCTBEHHBIM MIMIIepaTopOM [APaKOHOB.

«OH — MimnepaTop gpakoHoB? OH Tak Mojon! He roBops yxe o ero cnaboit KynbTuBauuu! Heyxenu
OH [IeMCTBUTEIbHO MMIepaTop ApakoHOB?»

I'nmaza [lIsus Iy pacmmpuauch OT yAUBIEHNU, KOTOa OHa yBupesa FOaHs. JTo e€ mepBas BCTpeda C
HiMniepaTopoM OpakOHOB, I03TOMY OHA He 3Halla, Yero 0KUAaTh, HO OHA OIpefeIeHHO He OXuaana
YBUAETH TAKOTO KPACUBOI'0 MOJIOAOTO YesioBeKa, Kak FOaHb.

— Bot TBos MaHTuA. Celiuac MBI T€0SI OTIIYCTUM, HO 3TO He 3HQUUT, YTO ThHI IOJTHOCTBIO CBOOOMIEH,
BeJIb HaM elle HyXKHO 06cynuTs 310 ¢ MMnepartputieit ®eil. A moka Thl OCTaHEUILCS B CIIELMaIbHO
OTBEJIEHHOM MeCTe, — CKa3aJsla cTapermrHa Cro3, Bo3Bpalas l0aHwo eMy MaHTHIO 30JI0TOTO
OpakoHa.

Korpma FOans BhIlIeN U3 TIOpeMHOM KaMephl, K HeMy nogotta [1sus [u ¢ gpyxento0HOM yIbIOKOM Ha



JIULe.

— 3ppaBctByiiTe, crapmuii. d [Isub [Ilu u3 KoponeBckoil ceMby APAaKOHOB, U 5 CAEJIAi0 BCE
BO3MOKHOe, UTOOHI YJIafiuTh IJIs1 BaC BCe [iena. A ToKa s OCTaHyCh C BaMu. Ecniy BaM 4To-HUOYIb
IIOHAMOOUTCS, MaliTe MHE 3HATh.

«KoporneBckas ceMbsd ApakoHOB?..», — FOaHb cpa3y 2Ke BCIIOMHUJI KOPOJIEBCKYIO CeMbI0 13 [IpeBHEro
ropofia APaKOHOB.

— Mesns 30ByT HOans, — cKa3all oH.

— CrniepyliTe 3a MHOM, 5 IPOBENY BacC B Ballld XKUJIbIE IOMEIIeHUs, — CKa3aja UM cTaperunHa Cios.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi OHU MIPUIIIU B YeAUHEHHOE MECTO, e OblJT OOUH I0M, HO C GOJIBIINM
BHYTPEHHUM IBOPOM.

— Tebe 3amnpeleHo MOKKUIATL 3TO MECTO, TI0OKa MbI HE JafiuM pa3pelnenre. Eciu mombITaelbes
cOexaTh, MBI yObeM TeOs1, maxe eciiu Thl FiMIepaTop ApaKOHOB, — CKa3aja eMy cTapeiirrHa Cioa.

«Yrto? MMnepaTop opakoHOB?» — KOaHb MONHSI OPOBH, YCIIbIIIAB €€ CIIOBA.

C KaKuX II0Op OH CTaJl iMImepaTopoM OpakOHOB? ITO 3aCTABUJIO €T0 BCIIOMHUTD, KaK KUTEJIH B
I peBHET0 TOpofia IPaKOHOB IIPUHSIJIU €0 3a CYLECTBO U3 KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMBH.

«Temeps, Korma 5T gyMao 00 3TOM, 3Ta CUTYyaIlus OEeHCTBUTENIBHO ITOX0XKa Ha TY, KOT{Ia s TOJIBKO
npubkIT B [IpeBHUYM ropof ApakoHOB». — K)aHb rOphKO YARIOHYIICS, 0CO3HAB 3TO.

Crapetimuta Ci03 BCKOpe IIOKHHYJIAa I0M, HO BOKPYT OBIJIO MHOTO CTPaXKHUKOB.

— [laBaiiTe MPOUAEM BHYTPD U IIOTOBOPHUM, XOpPOII0? — cKa3aa eMmy IlIaxp [Iu.

— Xopo1o.

BOﬁﬂH B 3laHNKe, OHU CEeJIK OPYTI HAIIPOTUB OPYyTa.

— 41 yBepeHa, 4TO y BaC MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, HO II03BOJIbTE MHE CHadasa 3afaTh BaM HECKOJIBKO
Bompocos, — IlIsus 1l HaYama pa3roBop.

— IIpexme Bcero... Bl mericTBUTENBHO MIepaTop ApaKOHOB UM IIpefcTaBuTenb KoponeBcKou
ceMbU APaKOHOB? XOTS y Bac eCTh [IpoCTpaHCTBEHHOE KOJIBLIO ApaKoHa U faxe MaHTHUS 30JI0TOTO
IPaKoHa, 51 BCE eIll€ He COBCEM YBepPEeHa, YTO BHl UM SBIISIETECH.



KOansb He Cpa3y OTBETHUII Ha eeé BOIIPOC ¥ CTAJI PA3MHIIIIATE, 9YTO K€ €My CKa3dTh.
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