— T-THI MOXKeIb TOAPOOHEE OMUCaTh ITOTO «0E37TMKOT0 YejaoBeKa»? Kakyio ofeXkay OH HOCUIT?
Kakoro 11Beta Ob1t ero Boiochl? Kakoi miauHb! OBIIH ero Bojock? Kakoro oH Ovln pocTa? Kakyio
aypy OH u31y4an? — CIPOCUJ CTApUK BCTPEBOXKEHHEIM T'OJIOCOM.

FOaHb KMBHYJI FOJIOBOY ¥ 3aKPHLI I'J1a3a, YTOOE BCTIOMHUTH 0€3JIMKOT0 YeJloBeKa.

— OH OBITT OJIET B YEPHYIO OfEKIY C 30JI0THIM KOHTYPOM. Y Hero ObIIU AJIMHHBIE YePHBIE BOJIOCHI,
KOTOpBIE OB IMTOYTH TAKOW JKe [JTMHEBI, KaK €T0 TeJl0, ¥ OH BBITJISIAE] HEMHOTO BHIIIE, YeM CPETHUH
B3POCIIBIN YeioBeK. HaBepHOE, OKOJI0 CTa JeBSIHOCTa CAHTUMETPOB. YTO KacaeTcs ero aypsl... Ot
HET0 OIIpefieJIeHHO UCXOUIIO OLIyIIeHue 61aropoCTBa UIIK YET0-TO IIOTYCTOPOHHETO.

— A-a kak xe ero meu?! Y Hero Ov1 Meu?! — CIIPOCHII CTApHK, €T0 IOJIOC CTAHOBUIICS BCe Gomee
B3BOJIHOBaHHLIM II0 M€pe TOT0, KaK OH TOBOPUII.

— Meyu?.. — KOaHb 3agyMaics CUIbHee.

ITocnie MraEoBeHus Momdanusa FOaHb cKka3am:

— O, ma, 7 mymalo, OH HéC Med Ha cnirHe. OTHAKO OH BHITJISIAEN KaK OObIYHEIM Med, I03TOMY S He
oOpaTuiI Ha Hero 0co60ro BHUMAaHHSI.

— Xa-xa-xa! [Ta! On onpepneneHHo moxoX Ha [ToBenutens! — cka3asn cTapuk, BCTaBas.

— Wy 3a MHOIi! — 3aTeM CTapuK BHIIIEI Ha YIIULY.

KOaub u ocTanbHBIE TTOCTIENOBANIA 38 HUM HapyXy.

Kak TO/NMbKO OHM OKa3aJIuCh CHAPYXKH, CTAPUK ITOBEJT UX II0 TPOIIMHKE, KOTOpas HaXOOuU/ach 3a
XUXKUHOM. Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT OHM BHIIIIA Ha HEOOJIBINYI0, HO MYCTYIO MJIOIIAAKY, IIOCPean
KOTOPOM CTOsJIa CTaTys, CAelaHHas U3 KaKOTro-TO MeTa/yInuecKoro Matepuasna. OmHaKO CaMbIM
YOUBUTENIBHEIM B 3TOU CcTaTye OBLIO €€ JUI0... TOYHEee, OTCYTCTBUE JIUIIA.

IelCcTBUTENBHO, 3TO OblyIa CTATysl 0€37TUKOM (PUTYPHL.

— 3T0... — KOaHb OBII OIIEJIOMJIEH, KaK TOJIBKO €T0 B3TTIS] yIIaJl Ha CTaTyHo.

— 3TO TOT YEJNOBEK, KOTOPOT'O TH BUOENI? — CIPOCHUI €r0 CTapHK.

KOans omennoMnIEHHO KUBHYII:

— Ja... X0Ts OH BRITIAOUT HECKOJILKO MHAue, OH, 663 COMHEHHUS, TOT CaMbIi Oe3/TUKUH YeJIOBeK,



KOTOPOTO0 ¢ BUme!

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH OBIJI CTaTyel, OT Hero MCXOAWIa BjacTHas aypa, IOUYTH KakK OT PeayibHOTo
YyeJIoBeKa.

— XoTs TH He TOTOMOK [ToBeuTesNsI, Thl, CKOpee BCero, Kak-To CBSI3aH C HUM, pa3 OH 103Basl Tebs K
KaMEeHHOU CKpUXKaJli, — CKa3aJl CTapuK.

— K10 Xe Takoiu 310T «IloBenurens»? — cupocun FOaus. — U nouyeMy oH 06e3NUK faxke B BULE
cTaTyu?

— ITo3BonbTE MHE CHa4ana OTBETUTH Ha TBOM BTOPOM Bompoc. [ToBenuTens... HUKTO HUKOTrOa He
BUIEJI €T0 JINIa, TI09TOMY ero cTtaTys 6e3nuka. Tak ke, KaK U TH, [loBenuTEeNb BCerfia HOCUII MacKy...
C MOMEHTa CBOET0 IIePBOro IOSIBJIEHUS U 10 TOTO OHS, KOTHa OH MCYe3 U3 3TOr0 Mupa, — CKasall
CTapuK.

— Yro KacaeTcs TOTo, KTO TaKoii [ToBeNuTenb, MBI TaK:Ke He 3HaeM HUYEro 0 ero CyIlecTBOBaHUH,
KpoMe Toro (hakKTa, YTO OH OOHAXK/El HEOKHUIAHHO MOSBUIICS, IEMOHCTPUPYST HeOECHbIE TalaHThl U
BBI3HIBASI BOCXUIIIEHHE 0eCUMCIeHHHIX Tofaed. Harmm npenku ObITH OOHUMU U3 TAKHUX JIIOfIEH, TI09TOMY
OHM PeIINIIU CITyKUTh eMy. Kpome TOro, eMy KakuM-T0 00pa30M yaanoch IMOIyYUTh KOHTPOIb HaL
MuCTHYECKHUM IIaPCTBOM, CTaB €r0 BIIae/IbIEeM.

— O? Tak 370 0H 3aKphlI MuUCTAYECKOE LIaPCTBO U IPEBPATHUII €70 B MECTO UCHbITaHul? [loueMy OH
TakK MOCTynun? — crnpocun F0aHb, 3aMHTEPEeCOBaBIINCE.

— YecTHO roBOPSI, HUKTO He 3HaeT, [loBenmuTens OBl 9KCIEHTPUYHBIM YeJI0BEKOM, ITPEBOCXOISAIIAM
BCe OXMaHUs... BeposATHO, MBI HUKOI'TIa HE y3HaeM ero HCTUHHBIX HaMepeHHH... — B3[OXHYJI CTapHK.

— IlonaTHo... Torpga 3HaeTe U B YTO-HUOYAb 0 Muctudeckoy naroge? — K0aHb pemus CIpoCUThb
UX, TIOCKOJIBKY CTapiuui He roBopu o Hell Kak 0 BaXKHOM MeCTe.

— MucTtuyeckas maroga? TaM paHblie Xuil [loBeUTeNb, — CKas3ajla eMy CTapyxa.

W oHa nmpogomxuna:

— TonbKo HE TOBOPH MHE, YTO Yy2KdKH BCeE eHJ;é IIBITAI0OTCA OTKPEITH eé? OHn YZXKe OOJI2KHBI COAaThCA.

—A?

YBuneB HefoyMeHue B ria3ax HOaHs, cTapylika 00bsCHUTIA:



— Kaxpble gecsiTh eT 4yzKaKHy MBITAl0TCSI OTKPBITh MUCTUYECKYIO ITaroxy, HO 9TO OECIO0JIe3HO.
Tonbko Bnagenel; MUCTHYECKOTO LIapCTBa MOXKET BOMTHU TyHa, HO HUKTO, KpoMme [loBenuTens, He
3HAEeT, KakK 3TO cOenaTsh. [axe II0 cell meHb HUKTO, KpoMe IloBenmuTens, He CMOT CTaTh BlIadelblieM
9TOr0 MeCTa.

— TousATHO... — po6opmoTan K0aHb HU3KUM T'OJIOCOM.

— V¥ 1e6s emié octanuck Bornpock? Ecnu HeT, To moyemy Ovl TeOe ¢ Halllell BHy4YKOM He 3a4aTh
peO€HnKa UM cpa3y ABYX? B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ¥ Te0ST BCETO MECSI] B 3TOM MHUPe, — BOPYT CKa3alia eMy
CTapylIKa C yIHIOKON Ha JUIIE.

— Yt0? — K)aHb IOCMOTPEN Ha CTapyIIKy C paClIMPEeHHBIMY IJla3aMu.

— Ba, moueMy THI [0 CUX IIOP IIyTHUIb 00 3TOM? — CIIOKOMHO IOKadasa rojioBoii Jlans MHUH.

— IyTtka? Pa3Be 3TO MOX0XkKe Ha MIYyTKy? — e€ 6abyIlKa IMoBepHYJIach, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha HEE C
CEPHE3HBIM BEIPAKEHUEM Ha JIHIIE.

['ma3a Jlans MHUH pU 3TOM CJIETKa PACIIUPUIIUCE.

— THI... THI CEPBE3HO? — MPOOOPMOTAJIa OHA OIIEIOMIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— KoneuHo. ¥ 9T0r0 Mo010ro 4ejaoBeKa HeOOLKHOBEHHbIE TalaHThl. OH OIpenesleHHO IIOOAXOOUT
IJIST TOTO, YTOORI IOMOYh HAM IIPOOOJIZKUTE HAIy POMOCIIOBHYIO, — CKa3ajla CTapyIlKa.

— Harre Hacnenue OUTCS yKe COTHY THICSY JIeT. MBI He MTO3BOJIUM MY YT BMecTe ¢ ToOou, MHUH,
— CTapHK TaKXKe CKa3saJj C TJIyOOKUM BEIpAXKEeHHEM JIUIIA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OT [BYX IIOXKUJIBIX CYIPYI'0B UCXOOUJIa CTpalllHasd aypa, 3acraBuBiiasd 0ans u JlaHb
VHVH B3OPOTHYTh.

VIMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT B OKPYyTe BHE3aIlHO pa3fajics I'POMKUYM U PEe3KUU TPOH3UTENbHBIM KPUK, HO
OH He OBILJI II0X0XK Ha YeJI0BeYEeCKUH.

— T, — cTapuK yCMEXHYIICS C pa3fpakKEHHBIM BhIpaxkeHueM nutia. — OHU He y4yaTcs Ha omuoKax,
ma?

3aTeMm, K YAUBJIEHUIO KOaHns, CTAPHUK BHE3AIITHO OTOPBAJICA OT 3€MJIX 1 B3JIETEII B Hebo.



— JlyxoBHBIY rpaHAaMacTep?! — BOCKIUKHYTI KOaHs.

Opuako FOaHb OBICTPO TOHSJ, YTO aypa, UCXOAsIas OT CTapuKa, mpeBocxonuna gaxe ®su FOicsH,
KoTopas Oblyla Ha MHUKe cephl JyXOBHOTO rpaHAMacTepa. [IpyrumMu cjaoBaMu, Ovina OosIbInas
BEPOSTHOCTH TOT'O, YTO 3TOT CTAPUK OBbLI OYXOBHLIM JIOpHOM!

Yepe3 HECKOIPKO MTHOBEHUY B X CTOPOHY JIeTella OUueHb O0JIbIas MTHUIlA, ITOKPHEITAs YePHEIMU
MeTaIMYeCKUMHU MEePhsIMU, ¥ OT He€ UCXOAMIa 3HaKoMas aypa... aypa AyX0BHOTO TpaHAMacTepa.

— Yto aT0 Takoe?! — K)aHb OB IOTPSICEH 3TOM OOJBIIION NTHIIEN, KOTOpas Oblla 4yTh 0OJIbliIe
GbyTO0IBHOTO OIS,

OpHako cTapuK 0CTaBaJICs COBEPILIEHHO CIIOKOWHEIM, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO [IepPef HUM CTOSI TaKOU
yCTpallaloiui MOHCTP.

— TrI pa3o3mui ceoero xo3srHa? MHavye 3aueM OBl OH mocyaa Te0s Ciofa... Ha CMEPTh? — CTapuK
II0KayaJl I'oJI0BOM, 3aTEM IOAHSAI PYKY U YKa3asl Ha 00JblIyio MTully, 60pMoyda HU3KUM T'OJI0OCOM.

— CBsIllIeHHBIN OTOHb.

*Qpi0!*

MacCCHBHEIA BPAINAMIIKICS IIap HCKPSIIErocs 6eIoro miaMeH: BHE3aMHO MOSBUIICS Iepe] MalblieM
CTapHuKa.

— Jletn.

CrapuK BHITYCTHUII ITap 6eoro miaMeHu, HallpaBUB ero MPsMO Ha MaCCUBHYIO IITHILY.

*KPAAAAAAAA*

Bonbmast mTunia u3nana 60ne3HEeHHBIM KPUK, KoTma 0eoe miaMs MITHOBEHHO OXBATHIIO BCE €€ TeJIO.
OpHako KpUK oyuics He 60oee HECKOJIBKUX CEKYHI, TaK Kak 0ejtoe miaaMs OBICTPO MOTJIOTUTIO €€
MaCCHBHOE TeJIo, TI0Ka Jaxke Ieresl MOTHOCThIO0 He UCYe3 U3 9TOr0 MUpa.

PacnpaBuBIIUCE C GOJIBIION ITHUIIEH, CTAPUK BEPHYJICS K HUM U 3aTOBOPHJI C HEBUHHOM YJIEIOKOIM Ha
nu1e, Kak OYATO OH TOJIBKO YTO M30aBUIICS OT HACEKOMOTO, a He OT CUJIbHOT'0 Maruyeckoro 3Bepsi:

— B mo6om crydae, mouyemy 6kl BaM JBOUM He HAUTH KOMHATY U HEHAMIONIT0 YEAUHUTHCS AJIST PABOTHI
Hapg pebEHKOM? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Y HAaC He TaK MHOTO BPeMEHHU.
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