Korpa Bce mpefcTaBuiInch, Arata cxBaTuia beaTpuc 3a pyky.

— M1 nonpusetcTByeM E€ Benuuects Mnepatpuiy u E€ BennuecTBo uMnepaToOpCKyo
HAJIOXKHHUIY ¥ BCKOPE BEPHEMCS.

— Torpma MBI IOHAEM TTOCIIE Bac, MOXKeTe He TOPOIUThCS, — CKa3ana ®nopus u B3sina Kannekca
TIOM PYKY.

Ot B3rngma BeanI/IC He YCKOJIb3HYJIO, KaK CJI€TKa HAIIPATJIOCh €T0 TeJIO.

— KoHeuHO, HacIaguTech 6ajoM.

— MawMma, MOXKHO IIOUTH AOMOM?

— Her.

Iaxe He TS0, CTAIO 0YEBUIHO, YTO 3TOT Bompoc 3aman denukc. AraTa u beaTpuc MOmoIIIN K
T'PYIIEe apUCTOKPATOB, OKPYKaBIINX UMIIEPATOPCKYIO ceMbi0. KaHEMaH 0CTasCs CTOATh PSIOM C
KannekcoMm. OH He xKeJaJ IOMeIIaTh, II03TOMY COOUpasiCs IOMPUBETCTBOBATL OTHEIIBHO.

ApHCTOKpATHI, YTO CTOSITIA BOKPYT, PacCTYIHUINCh, KOTTla AraTa OJBHHY/IAch K uMnepaTpuie. Kto
IIoCcMeeT IperpaguTh IyTh BHOBCTBYIOIIEH TepIoruHe, KOTopas HalpaBisgeTcs IOIPUBETCTBOBATh
UMIIEPaTOPCKYyio ceMbio? Korma onu 06e COMU3UIUCH, B3TJIAAEI ATAThl ¥ UMIIEPATPUIIEI BCTPETUIIHUCE.

— Baire BenuuectBo UMmepaTpuiia.

— He oxwupana, 4TO THI IIOCETHUINEL O0asl fe0TauToK, AraTa.

— CeropgHs me0I0THPYET MOSI 004Yb, KaK S MOTJIa He IPUCYTCTBOBATh?

WimmepaTpuiia Ovina 0/113Ka ¢ BHOBCTBYIOIIEH T'epIOTHHE!, T09TOMY Ha3biBajla 1o uMenu. OHa
JKeCToM npuriacuiia Araty u beaTpuc BcTaTh psmoM.

— Oro BeaTpuc — Most moub. Beatpuc, m103m0poBaics.

— HoOperit nexb, Bame BenmwmuecTso.

I/IMHepanI/II_Ia HECKOJIBKO CEKYH] CMOTpe€JIa Ha BeanI/IC, d 3aTeM OTBETHJIA C YHBI6KOfI:

— Tw1 oueHs KpacuBasi. TeOe Tak He KaxeTcs, bemnoHa?



HmnepaTpulia 1aCKOBO [103Bajla HaJIOXKHUILY 110 UMEHH, a Ta, yIbl0asich, COrIacHO KUBHYJIA.
BeaTtpuc cTosizia HETTOJBUKHO C JIETKO# yNbIOKOM Ha rybax. OHa He Hampsraaach, IOTOMY 4To AraTa,
UMIepaTpulla ¥ UMIepaTopcKas HaJloXKHUIa CaMU 3aBePILIUIN IIpefiCTaBlleHne, TepedpackBasich
CII0BaMU.

— A, KCcTaTH, — UMIIepaTpulla CUSIOIIKUM B3TIsIA0M ITocMoTpena Ha beatpuc. [Toxoxke, oHa Gbia
B XOpOIIEM HACTPOeHUU. — [IpuHI], IONPUBETCTBYM Jlegu dMOep.

«XM, ecJy IoiyMaTh, TO [0Yb CEMbH Trepiiora IM0epa BIIOJIHE TOOXOASIIas IapTUs OIS
HACJIEMHOT0 TPHUHIIA».

He3ak0HHOPOXKIEHHOCTh beaTpuc, KOHEYHO, HEIOCTATOK, HO €CIU e€ 0(UIaIbHO
IIPE[ICTaBJISIN KaK 9aCTh CEMbH, ¥ BOOBCTBYIOIAS TePIOTHHS 3a00TUIIACh O IEBYIIKE, KaK O POTHOM
pebEHKe, TO 3TO He TakKas YK 0ojblnas mpobieMa.

HMMnepaTtpulia ceryac OTYasHHO IIbITalaCh HaTU HEBEeCTy NpUHLY. TeM He MeHee beaTpuc He
IyMaJlla, 4YTO OH 3aMHTepecyeTcs €. [leBymiKa cunTana, 4To Mpop yxke oOpaTusl BHUMaHUe Ha
[TeHenomy, Beob MPUHII, Kak 3aMeTun Penukc, 6pocan B3rIaab B ux cTopoHy. Koneuno, Beatpuc
nomKHa Oblla KaKMM-TO 00pa3oM OBITH CBSi3aHa C HaCJIeOHBIM NIPUHIIEM, YTOOH! ITONIACTh B TAUHYIO
MMIIEPATOPCKYI0 OMONMMOTEKY, HO €C/IU OH yKe 00paTusl BHUMaHue Ha [leHesony, To OyoeT HEMHOTO
3aTPyIHUTEILHO BIIe3Th Mexkay HuMU. [ITymast 06 3ToM, BeaTpuc nepeBesa B3I C UMIIePaTPUIILI Ha
[IPUHIIA.

— [lns MeHs 6OJIbIIast YeCTh TO3HAKOMUTRCS C BaMH, Jiequ Beatpuc dmbep.

OHa yBupesna nepeq co6oi KpaCUBOT0 MyXKYUHY, KOTOPBIH IIXPOKO YIBI0AICS ¥ IPOTITUBaIl
pyky. KoHeuHo, Ha nvlle IpUHIla BCeTfia CUsiia yabl0Ka, HO celyac oHa Obljla CTPAHHO SIPKO.
BeaTpuc nonpruBeTCTBOBaJa €ro, MPOTSAHYB PYKY C HEOOJIBIION 3aMUHKOM.

— [l MeHd Toxe 0oJIblllasd YeCTh II03HAKOMUTLCS ¢ BamuM BricouecTBOM.

[TpunIl Mpop neroHbKo MPUKOCHYJICS I'y0aMu K THIJIBHOM CTOPOHE €€ PYKHU U MOJHSAT B3rnsAn. Ero
r71a3a ObUIM TakK IPeKpacHE, 4TO y Hee nobexanu Mypaiku. M3-3a atoro beatpuc He 3ameTtuna
IIOBOJILHOM YJIBIOKYM UMITEePaTPULIBL.

— BrI camasi ipekpacHas ey, KOTOPYIo S Korpa-nubo BcTpeyanl.

«[ToueMy 3TOT BLICOKOMEDHEIN Ge3yMel] ieflaeT 3T0?»

Beatpuc yneiOHyIacCh:

— Brui MHe nibcTUTE. Kak MOXKHO Takoe TOBOPHUTH, KOT'Ha PAOOM IIPHHIIECCA AHXxennuka?



— Kakumu 651 MBI KpDaCHBHIMU He OBITH, POgHBEIE OpaThs 9TOr0 He 3aMedaloT, — II0CJe CJIOB
BeaTpuc npuHiiecca, ynrbasch, IpUcoegUHUINACS K Oecerie.

OHa Orblsta Gosbllle TT0X0Ka Ha KMIIEPATOPCKYIO HAJIOXKHHUIY, UeM Ha uMmIiepaTopa. E€ Gomnblnue
KPYTJIble T'1a3a ObUIM 0YeHb MUJIBIMEU. beaTpuc crerka moBepHYyIa T'OJI0BY B CTOPOHY IIPUHIIECCH U
IIMPOKO YIIBIOHYTAck B OTBET. VX yNIBIOKY Ka3a/iiuCh OUHAKOBEIMHU, HO OIIYIIAIUCh ITO-PAa3HOMY.

— ¥V Bac Toxke Tak? [To3mpaBisio ¢ qe60ToM, IPUHIIECCa.

— U Bac Toxe, negu Imbep.

Korpma meByIku 0OMEeHUBAIUCEH TO3APABIEHUSIME, HUKTO He 3a[1all BOIIPOC O TOM, II0YEeMY
BeaTpuc mebioTupoBasa Ha rof o3xe, Befb repror IM0ep 4iIeH UMIepPaTOPCKOM ¢hpakuuu, u OBIIO
OBl HE 04YeHb XOPOIIO YIIOMUHATE CTHIIIUBLIE COOBITHS B UX ceMbe. Ho CeromHs OHa CTOs/Ia HAlPOTUB
IIPUHIIECCH, OfeTast B KPAaCUBOE IIJIaThe M C XOPOIIUM MaKHusIKeM, IoOiepKrUBaia HeIIPUHYXKIEHHYIO
becemy.

Beatpuc MBICTIEHHO cIipairBaia ce0s: «IlouyeMy IPUHI] IOCTOSHHO CMOTPUT Ha MeHs? Pa3Be
ceryac He caMoe BpeMsl eMy OTIIpaBUThCA K [leHenone?»

Koneuno, s Beatpuc Obito OBl Tyulile, eciy Obl TPUHIL TPOBETT C Helt 60Jbllle BpeMeHHU, HO ero
IIOBeeHKe Ka3aJI0Ch CTPAHHEBIM [IJIS YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH OBITT CPpeIH I0HHIX JIely KakK phida B BOAE.

— Jlegu 9MOep, Balll IepPBHIH TaHel] 6yaeT C BAIllUM IapTHEPOM? — B3[OXHYB, CIIPOCHUTIA
IpuHIlecca AHXKeJNKa, YBUIEB ero MPUCTAIbHBIN B3TJISI.

O6b14HO Ha Oany ne00TaHTOK IEePBLI TaHell OTHAIOT CBoeMy KaBasiepy. OOHAKO, eCliu BOPYT KTO-
TO U3 POACTBEHHMKOB UMIIEpATOPa, HallPUMepP HaCJIeOHBIN IIPUHLI, 3aX04YeT IEPBLIM CTAHIIEBATh C
JIedy, TO [eBYIIKA 3a4acTyIO IIPOCUT MapTHEPA YCTYIHUTh. BOJIBIIMHCTBO OOBIYHBIX aPUCTOKPATOB OB
COTJIaCUJIUCE.

— Ecnu He IIPOTHB, MOZXKET, CTAaHIIyeTe CO MHOH HepBbeI...

— Oto0 OymeT HEMHOI'0 3aTPYOHUTENbHO, Barie BricouecTBo, — B 6eceny BMeIIancs HU3KUM
TOJIOC.

OrnsinyBmuch Ha3ap, beatpuc yBunena KanemaHa, KOTOpPBIY He3aMeTHO MOAOIIEN. BepHo,
OONIBIIMHCTBO aPUCTOKPATOB YCTYNUIIU Obl, HO He 3TOT MYyXKUYKMHa. ByJeT JoBOJIbHO OBYCMEICIIEHHO,
ecnu OBl IPSIMO¥ HaCJIeJHUK UMIIepaTopa JIMIIKT repiiora gaMel. K Tomy ke, repiior Mapkec He
IpUHafJIexkas HA K UMIlepuaucTaM, HU K PpaKIuy apuCTOKPATOB, II03TOMY eMy He HYKHO OBLI0
yCTyTaTk.

Kaneman ctan psimoM ¢ BeaTpuc u IpoTSHY el pyKy, U OHa, He 3ayMaBIINCh, B3sIa. YIE0Ka



Ha JINIle IIPKUHIla CJIeTKa IMePeKOCUIaCh.

«Ero ropmgocTs ys3BieHa? CKopee BCET0, Belb OH OYeHb CaMOBITIO0IEHHBIM».

— Boxe, Tak mapTHED negu IMOep — repior Mapkec? — clieTkKa YAUBIEHHO CIIPOCHIIA
UMIIEPATOPCKas HATOXKHUIIA, TI0JIOXKHUB PYKY Ha MIEKY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, UMIIEPATOPCKAst CEMbSI BOIIJIA MTOCIIEHEH, TO3TOMY OHU He 3HaJH, KTO e€
KaBaJsiep. MMnepaTpuiia, KOTopas Hajesach Ha IMepPBHIM TaHeI[ HacJIeIHOro MpHHIla u beartpuc,
BBITJISIfIeNIa pa3o4yapoBaHHOU. K coxkaseHuro, maxe Oyoydu 4ieHAaMHU HMIEPATOPCKOM CEMbU, OHU He
MOTJIM Ha[IaBUTh Ha repiora Mapkeca.

— TTouemy repior Mapkec Ha 0arny ge0l0TaHTOK? — CTPAHHBIM I'0JIOCOM CIIPOCHJI IIPUHI] U
TIOTIRITAJICST COXPAHUTh YIBIOKY Ha JIHUIIE.

9TO 0XKHUIOaeMbIi BOIIPOC. BONMBIIMHCTBO ey, TapTHEPOM KOTOPBIX TePIOT BEICTYIIAJ, U3 CeMEH,
KOTOpPHIE IIPUIEePKUBANIUCE HeUTpanuTeTa, Kak u Mapkec. OH OBII Tak Xe JanéK OT MOIUTHUKHU, KaK U
OT CKaHManoB. A 3aTeM BHe3allHO TaKol 4eJI0BEK CTAHOBUTCS MTapTHEPOM Jiefu OMOep U3 CEMbU
uMrepranuctoB. K ToMmy ke Ha 6any me60TaHTOK. BrionHe pa3yMHO IyMaTh O TOM, ITIOYEMY OH
IIOMEHSJI MHEeHUE.

HekoTopbie 0CTOPOXKHO BBICKA3HIBAIMCh, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, TepPIIOT COOMPAETCS KEHUTHCS Ha JIEOH
Ombep U TPUMKHYTH K ppakLUuy uMIepaTopa. Te, KTO IIocMesiee, YTBEPKOAHN, 4YTO MapKec He U3 Tex
momel, KTo OyHeT mesaTh YTO-TO 3a4apoM, 3HAYUT, CKOpee BCero, ero moiMaiu Ha XUTPYIO
IPUMaHKY.

— 4 mpucyTcTBylo Ha Oany Kak mapTHED Jiemyd IMOep. Brl 3aganu o4eHb CTpaHHBIM BOIIPOC.

— Ho IIPpenozXkKeHud OPYIrux JJegu BhI XJIAOAHOKPOBHO OTBEPTIJIN.

— 9T0 MHe pelllaTh, BEPHO?

«Ila 4TO C HUMU TaKoe?»

BeanI/IC, KOTOpPas CTOAIAa MEXIOYy HUMHU, HAaXMYPHUJIACh. OHa He IOHMMaJa, II04YeMy 3TH OBOE
MYXK4YWH BeJIN cebs TakK, CJIOBHO Y HUX HEPaBHaAsA BOIHA 3a KEeHIUHY.

«Pa3Be 3T0 Bcerga IPOUCXOOUII0 He u3-3a [leHemons?»

OTU MyKYUHEI B IIPOIIIOM OB comepHuKaMu B 60pb0e 3a moyb G6apoHa. [TapTHEPOM [TeHENOmH
6611 dpaHCUC, TOITOMY, BOSMOXKHO, X OH TOXKe. ITO Obl/Ia TPHI3HS CPENU JTYUIINX MYKYUH.



BeanI/IC MOJI49a Ha6n}onana 3a nepenanKoﬁ, KOrf{a BMelIllanach Arara, KOTOpPasA BBEICTYIIHII
IMOCPEOHUKOM MEXKOY HUMH.

— TlepBHIt TaHEI IPUHATO UCIIONHATL CO CBOUM ITaPTHEPOM, II03TOMY IToueMy OBl He CTaHIleBaTh
CHauarsa c repiorom MapkecoM, a 3aTeM ¢ Ero BricouecTBOM?

«[ToueMy MaMa pelya BCé cama, He CIIPOCUB MOET'0 MHEHUS ?»

Korpa BeaTpuc cnerka HaxMypuiiach 4 IOCMOTpesia Ha AraTy, TO BCTpeTUIa yMOJISAIOWINN
B3rJIsM. BOoBCTByMOMIas repiioruHs Obllla HEAOBOJIbHA 3TOM CUTYalluel, HO ITPOCHa €€ 0 ITOMOIIIH,
IIOTOMY 4TO OyHEeT HeXOpOIllo, eCJIu T'epIoT U MPHHII U JasIbIle IPOJ0JIXKAT CIIOPUTD M3-3a TaHIa. B
clerKa OpozKaluX Toy0bX rIa3ax YUTaloCh, YTO He Oymb oHU Ha 6ainy, To Arata Ob gaia o0ouM
IIOA3aThUIbHUK.

— Wnu nmydire MBI BO3BMEMCS 3a PYKU U OyIeM KPYKHUTHCS BTPOEM, — PAaBHOAYIIHO HoOaBUiia
Beatpuc.

Ha camoMm [ferne geBylIka Cyxo IIpOLlefuyIa 3TU cloBa. E€ He HHTepecoBasa 9Ta CUTyalus.
Beatpuc gacTo yuTasna o mofgo6HOM B T0O0BHLIX pOMaHaX, HO ObITh IJIaBHOW FepOMHEN B TaKOU ClieHe
0Ka3aJioCh 0YEHb CKYYHO. ITU MYKUYKUHH — €JUHCTBEHHbIE, KTO 00MEeHMBAJICS peryukaMu. beatpuc
e, XOTb U CTOUT B CaMOM L[eHTpe, IepPKUT POT Ha 3aMKe, CJIOBHO BTOPOCTEIIEHHBIY [IEPCOHAXK,
TI03TOMY el OBIJI0O HEeMHTEPECHO.

[Tocne cnoB OEBYLIKK OKPYKAalOIIue KaKoe-TO BpeMs MOT4a CMOTPENH Ha HEE C ONMHAKOBEIMU
BBITSIHYTBIMH JIMIIAaM¥, HO BeaTpuc Hu4Yero He 3amMeTHsIa. [IepBEIM TUIINHY HAPYIIUI Tepior Mapkec.
OH KOPOTKO KaIIISHYJ ¥ ITPOU3HEC:

— Torma mo3BONIBTE IIPpUTIIaCUTH BaC Ha HepBBIfI TaHEeII. Bpﬂ):[ JIX KTO-TO 3aX04eT 000HTH
HaClIegHOr' O IIPHUHIIA X YKPACTh BTOpOﬁ TaHEI], IIO3TOMY IIPOCTO IIOOOXKIOUTE.

— Ecnu 6ynmeTe BecTu cebsi TaK CHUCXOOUTEIIBHO, II0JIapi0 CBOM MEPBHIM TaHEI] IPUHITY.

— IIpoury npomenus, negu IMbep. Criacubo, 4YTO OKa3auy 4eCTh, T0JapuB MHe IIePBLIY TaHel.

— IToxanyucra.

[Toka ocTanbHEIE CMOTPENTH Ha HUX CTPAHHBIMHU B3TJIAIaMH, 3aUTpalia TUXas My3blKa, 00BSIBIASI O
IIepBOM TaHIle. beaTpuc MOKIOHUIIACH YiIeHaM UMIIePaTOPCKOM ceMby U AraTe, a 3aTeM ITOKMHYJIA UX
B COpPoBOXOeHUM KanemaHa. B 6anmbHOM 3ajie yKe MOSBIISIUCH JIeIH 110 PYKY C TapTHEPAMH.
[TpunIlecca AHXKeIMKa TOXKe CXBaTHJIa BEJIMKOTO repliora ¥ OTIPaBUiiach B IIEHTP KOMHATHL.

WMnepaTputia ynelOHyIach, Cierka 00MaXuBasiCh BEEPOM.



— HeoOrIuHas nenu.

— Mos goub MaJjio 00Ianach C IIObMH.

— {1 He UMeI B BHOY HUYETO IIJIOXO0T'0, ITPOCTO MEICIIN BCIIyX...

«[Toxoxke, 4TO OHAa — Ta caMasi».

WMnepaTpulla JOBOJIBHO TOCMOTPEJIA Ha IpuHIA. Ero B3rism HEOTPHIBHO ciienoBan 3a beatpuc.
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