— Mucc, yberarite! — HaCTOMYMBHIN T0ON0C JIumu GOMbIIE TOXOOWI Ha KPUK.

3aTeM e€ Xynmoe TeJlo ymajo, ¥ OHa yBUAella KpacHOe Jie3Bue Meda. Ha cephlil nCrmauyKaHHBIM 0T
IIOTEKJIa KPOBb, U cepeOpsiHble Keje3Hble O0TMHKY HACTYIUIIU Ha Heé. Ha nuile MyXK4YuHEL, y
KOTOPOTO IO HOTaMHU J1exXKao Tell0 MalleHbKOW KEHIIIWHBI, YUTalach HEIPUKPLITas HEHABUCTD.

Ha nmecTHuIIe B X0JIjIe CTOsIJIa XeHIIWHA 1 Ha0IioJana 3a BCeM 9TUM TaKMM B3TJISIOM, CJIOBHO OHA
OBlna rae-To Jajeko OT PealbHOCTH.

Cap 3a mpepenaMy 3aMKa OBIT pacTONTaH KeJIe3HEIMU O0THUHKAMU KaK phIllapei, Tak U CTPaXKHUKOB,
3anumramux eé. KopoTkue wiy OIUHHBIE KPUKK, KOTOPBIe Pa3faBaiiCh OTOBCIOAY, UCKAJIA OIMHOTO
1 TOTO Ke YeJIoBeKa.

Mucc, mucc. Yberaiite. berute ckopee.

OpHako nenu, K KOTOPO# OHU B3bIBajiK, beaTpuc, MpoCcTo cMOTpesia Ha MyKYMHY, Ha JIUIe KOTOPOTO
OBLIO OTBpAIlleHHe, TAKMM PaBHOAYIIHBEIM B3TJISIIOM, CIIOBHO B3Mpasia Ha AeIIEBYI0 KapTUHY C
neiizaxeM. JIno, Ha KOTOPOM He OBIIO HY OPOXKY, HU 9MOLINIM, HalIOMUHAJIO TIOCMEPTHYIO MacKy,
MMUTHPOBABIIYIO JIUIIO MEPTBeIIa.

— Benbma Beatpuc OMbep, IpeKIOHN KOeHu repe BoroM u mokaucsi B CBOMX rpexax, — rojy0nie
rja3a MyKYUHBI IIbIJTaH.

CerogHs BeanI/IC BIIE€PBEBIE Y3HAJI4d, YTO OJaXKe I'/la3da C TAKUM XOJIOOHBIM OTTEHKOM MOTYT I'OPETE. Bo
BCeX T'OJ'IYGBIX T'Jla3aX, KOTOPEIE OHA BCTPeYalia 00 3TOro, A€BYIIKA HU Pa3y He BHUOEJIa TAKOT0 OTrHs.

BeaTpuc mocMoTpesia Ha HEro CO CTPAHHHIM BEIPaXKE@HUEM JIMIIA, a 3aTeM [IOBEepHYJIa TOJI0BY H
OTJIsifieNla CHavasa XOJlj, a MOTOM Cafi 3a Ipefe/laMy 3aMKa. BEII0 04eHb TPYCTHO BUAETh, KaK BCE,
YTO OHA CO3[asa, OBUIO PACTONTAHO APYTMMH JTFOOBMHU, HO 3TO ObITA BCEe UyBCTBA, KOTOPEIE
HCIILITHIBAIA JEBYIIKA.

OHa CcoBceM He TopeBajia O CIIyrax, KOTOphe yMepiu, 6ecroKosick 0 eé 6e30macHoCTH. Eié MeHbIe
BeaTpuc BomHOBanma coOCTBeHHas XkKu3Hb. OHA MPOCTO HabM0ana 3a pa3BepHYBIIUMCS Mepey] Hel
CIIEKTaKJIEM.

MyX4rHa, CTOSIBIINYN HAIIPOTHB Hee, OB IajafiHOM, KOTOPHIM IIepKOBb 00JIbIlE BCETO TOPAUIach u
mobusna. [0BOPSAT, UTO 3a HUM TIOCJIeloBasio 60Jibllle COTHY phillapel. [la, 719 OXOTH 3a BEObMOM —
3TO CJIMIIKOM MHOTO, HO 3TO He YOUBUTENBHO, YYUTHIBAS €€ IyPHYIO clnaBy B MMnepuu.

— Ecnu g IIPEKJIOHIO KOJIEHU W HCIIOBEOYIOCh B I'peXaX, OHU He UCUYE3HYT, TaK 3a4€M MHE 3TO goenaTth?

[TpotuB Beatpuc IMOep OBIIO BEIIBUHYTO TOJIBKO OOHO 00OBuHEHHE. YOuicTBO. OHA OTHSIA XKU3HD Y
Ooree 4eM OBYX COTEH YeJI0BeK CBOMMM pyKaMu. ECu cipocuTh €€, T0XKHOe U 3TO 00BUHEHNE, OHA



C PadOCThIO ITIOKa4YaeT TOJI0BOM.

Ecnu OBITH TOYHBIM, OHU BCE TIOKOHYMIIM C c000ii. ECT CIIpOCUTE €€, YyBCTBYET JIK OHa cebst
BUHOBATOU M3-3a 3TOr0, beaTpuc CHOBa mOKadaeT rOI0BOM.

— TBoM rpex orpoMeH.

— A BAPYT 4 He 3HaI0, YTO XK€ 3TO 3a OIPOMHEBIN rpex?

— He 3Haems?

— Tak MOZKeT CKaxkeTe MHe, 4TO 3T0?

— Trl He BOCIIpUHUMAELIL JII0feN KakK JII0feu.

BeaTpuc He cTajya OTpUIAaTh 9TUX CJIOB. JTO Oblyla mpaBma. OHa He BUOUT B IIOASX miomei. Het, Ha
camoM fene, beaTpuc He cumuTasa JIIOOe TaKUM ke «BUJOM», KaK U OHa caMa.

Korpma oHY 3aKOHUYMIIM 3TOT OECIIOJIe3HbIM OUAJIoT, Hayald MOATATUBATLCS OCTalbHEE Oeble
pHIIIapH, KOTOPEIE BOPBAINUCH B €€ 0COOHSK. [I0X0XKe, 4TO BCe CIIyTH, KOTOPhle OPOCUIKCEH Ha HUX,
yTOOBI 3aIIUTUTH beaTpuc, OpIM MepTBH. Bce cmoTpenu Ha beaTpuc, BegpMy, CTOAIIYIO Ha
JIECTHUIIE, ONUHAKOBEIM B3TJIAIOM.

CuMBOIM3UPYS, YTO OCOOHSK UMH 3axBaueH, PPIHCUC, CaMblil BHICOKH U3 MTaJaguHOB, YKa3asl CBOUM
OesIBIM CBSIIIEHHBIM MEYOM Ha BeibMY.

— Tebst oxugaet Boxuit cyn.

— Kaxk MoxKeT 4yenoBedecKoe MHEHHE CYUTAThCA boXbUM CYJIOM?

9TO CITOBHO HeCcMeIllHas 1ryTka. ®eIpKaHbe JIETKUM 9XOM IIPOHECIIOCH 0 3aJIUTOMY KPOBBIO XOJIITY.
YnbI6atomyiocs XXKeHIIUHY HeMeIJIeHHO JOCTaBUIN Ha IJIOIIaab mepe IBOPIOM ¥ MOMHSIIH Ha
TUNBOTUHY. Be3 cyma, KOTOPHIN GBI OJTOXKEH €W 0 CTATYCy.

IypHas cnaBa Beatpuc, 3aKOHYMIIACh CIYCTS OECSITh JIeT YOUMCTBOM CTa BOCBMHUAECSITH OBYX
IIPOCTOJTIIONWHOB, TPUAIATH ABYX ITPOCTOIIONUHOK, TPUHAMIATH aPUCTOKPATOB U OBYX JIEMIH.

OnHUM U3 e€ MaJleHbKUX HEeCYACTHI OBIIIO TO, YTO Iest BeIbMbI OblIa HACTOJILKO CHIBHOM, YTO OHA He
yMepJa C OHOTO yaapa — IMOHam00UIOCH el YIapoB MSITh IT0 paCTep3aHHOM I1ee, YTOOH 0Tpe3aTh
TOJIOBY.
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BeaTpuc oTkphbina rina3a. Hapg Helt O 4o 6011 3HAaKOMBIN 1TOTOI0K. Ecniu 661 Beatpuc onuckiBaia
CUTYAIIXIO, B KOTOPOM OHa Celyac HaXOAMIIach, 9TH [Ba YTOMUTEIbHBIX U CKYYHBIX IPEII0KEeHUS
ObLIH OBl HauboJiee MOaXOMAIIUMU.

OHa yKe He 3Haja, KOTOPHIY pa3 9Ta CATyalls IOBTOpsnach. E€ yXKe TOIIHUIIO OT BUa CTApOTo
Pa3BaMBAIONIET0CS KPACHOT'0 Oflesizia U IIBIIM B KOMHATE, KOTOPAasi CKOMUIACh, IOTOMY YTO HUKTO
3[leCh TLIATENIbHO He pubupart.

BeaTtpuc noyyBcTBOBasa y2KacHYI0 yCTOTY, OHa He 3Haja, CKOJIbKO 3T0 Oy[eT elllé MPoosIKaThC .
He noBopauuBas ronoBhl, AeBYIIKa NPOTSAHYIa PYKy U Halllyllala IPUKPOBATHHIM CTONHK, & 3aTeM
YTO-TO YIIaJIo.

OHa 3HAaJa, 4TO 3TO, faxKe He Isasd. Yackl. YEPTOBH YacChl, KOTOPHIE ITOKA3kIBAIOT IEBATH yTPa.

CmycTs elllé HeCKOJIbKO IBUKEHUI OHa ITOIy4YMIia TO, YTO X0TesNa. Kak TonmbKo B pykax beaTtpuc
OKa3aJics KOpoOOK C MeCSTKOM CIIMYeK, OHa, He 3a[lyMBIBAsiCh, YMPKaeT ¥ OpocaeT uxX Ha KpOBaTh, Ha
KOTOPOU CHUIHUT.

Crtapoe, HO He[eIIeBOe OfESTI0 CTOPAET B MTHOBEHME OKa. Jlaxke KOTfa e€ moiMau, Kak BeIbMy, TO
He coxriu. He moMerraeT ogus pa3 nmonpo6oBaTs. beatpuc nepexusa emeé ogHy CMEPTh C KPUBOU
yNBIOKOM Ha Tybax.

X X X

Beatpuc, KoTopasi CHOBa OTKpPEIJIA I'JIa3a, Pe3K0 BcTaja ¢ KpoBaTu. OHa OBl He X0oTesa 60Jbiie
HCITBITHIBATh, UTO TAKOE CTOPETh 3aXKuBO. beaTpuc oxupnana, uto 6ymeT 601bHO, HO BCE OBIIO
HAMHOTO Xy2Ke, 4eM OHa cebe ImpefcTaBsa.

IeBylIIKa OAOIIIA K CTOIY IIepell OKHOM, B3sijia OYTHIJIKY BOABI ¥ 3aJIIIOM BEIMTKIIA €€. ITO Oblyia
cTapas Boga, KOTOPYI0 HeM3BECTHO KOTa Ha/Iuiu, Ho Oblla TaKOM IIPOXJIafiHOM, CJIOBHO Oblna
cBexken. B koMHaTe GBIJIO XOIOMHO, HO TEMIIEpATypa B IIOMEIIEHUU He UMeNa I He€ 3HAYEHHUs.

[TocTaBUB OYTHIIKY Ha CTOJI CO CTYKOM, BeaTpuc moBepHyIach U B3sijla CIUYKKU. Ho B 3TOT pa3 oHa
Opocua 3aXKKEHHYI0 CIIMYKY 1107 IIKad, a He Ha KPOBaTh.

B mkady 4T0-TO TUXO CTY4aso, 3TOT 3BYK MOXKHO OBLIIO PACCIBIIIaTh, €CIIHM MPUCIyIIaThcs. beaTpuc
yXe 3Hajla, YTo TaM OBII0, IOTOMY 4YTO He B IEPBLIM pa3 MpoxKuBaia 3Ty XKuU3Hb. OHa BhIIIIA U3
KOMHATHl B HOUHOM COpPOYKe, laXke He IIPOBEPUB, 3aHAJICS OTOHb UJIU HET. BeaTpuc pemusa, 4YTo e
Jyd4Ille TIOABIIATh CBEKUM BO3OYXOM.

Korpa mBepb pacmaxHyjach, pe3Hasi pydka ¢ TPOMKHM 3BYKOM yHapuiachk 0 cTeHy. KTo-To u3 ciyr,
ITPOXOAMBIIMX MUMO, CTPAHHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Heé. BeaTpuc mporma mo Kopuaopy, He obpariast HU Ha



KOT'0 BHUMAaHUS. Bce Clyry, IPOXOOUBIIHE MUMO, [eJlai BU/I, YTO He 3aMeYaloT e€, Ui C HeOXOTOH
Opocaiu Ha HEé B3I,

BeaTpuc Ombep, oHa OblsTa ISTHOM s TepIorcTBa OMOep. He3akoHHOPOXKAeHHAs 0Yb TOKOWHOTO
repiora 9mbepa.

CmycTst HEKOTOPO€ BPEMSI, CITYCKAsICh 10 JIECTHUIIE B XOJIJI, OHA YCIIbIIIAIa KPUKY T103aau ce0si. A
TaKXKe KaK KTO-TO HaCTOMYMBO MCKaJ Bomy. BeaTpuc 4yBCTBOBaJa 3amax rapu. I10xoxe, OrOHb BCE-
TaK¥ Pa3ropesics.

BeanI/IC BEBIIIIJIa U3 napax[HofI OBEPH C TaKUM JIKIIOM, CJIOBHO 3TO HE OHa CHejiajia. bocuxkowm.

Y Bxofa cTosina KapeTa. E€ cTapmuii OpaT U IlepBeHell B ceMbe Kyfa-To cobupancs. OH OMOPIIHIICS,
CJIOBHO YBH[IEJ YTO-TO TIOCTHITHOE, U OTJISMIE] €€ C HOT [I0 TOJIOBH — €€ OOCkIe HOTH U HOUHYIO
COpOUKY.

«TIpekpaiai Tak IAIUTHCS».

OHa cernana Me[JIeHHbIH BOOX, YTOOH B3ATh Ce0s B PYKH.

«Kakast 9T0 M0s XKU3Hb 110 cueTy? He yBepeHa, HO, KaXXeTCs ABeHafuaTas. Mnu TpuHaanarasa?»

[Toka BeaTpuc coMHeBaach B CBOeH MaMITH, KPUK TOPHUYHOM pPe3aHy eé yIIu.

— T'epmor! KomHaTa mMucc B orae!

—Yr0?

Kanmnekc, HEIHEITHUY T'1aBa ceMbr IMOep, cpa3y xKe IMPOH3UJ B3rnsaaoM beatpuc. OH 3apbidai Ha
He€, TT0Ka3bIBasi, YTO MOKET ell[€ CUJIbHee CMOPIIUTD JIALIO.

— YTo 5T0 3HA4uT, bearpuc?

— B mxady OBIIN MBIIIN, — €€ TOJ0C OB CAUIIKOM CYXUM U CIIOKOMHBIM. ITO 03Ha4aJso, YTO OHA He
nyMmaina o cebe, KaK 0 YeJ0BeKe, KOTOPhIH OKET KOMHATY.

Cnyru, KOTOpEle HEeC/IM BOLY, OYeHb CyeTUNUCh. [I0HSAB, 4TO el He yOacTCs B TUIIVHE IPUBECTU CBOU
MBICJIY B TTOPSZIOK, beaTpuc moBepHynack, 4ToOL BePHYThCS B KOMHATy. Ho Karnekc, cTosBIunii nepeq
KapeTou, OoJoLIeN K Hell C3a[ii ¥ IOCMOTPeII Ha Hee€.

OHu OBINTH TPAKTUYECKU OJHOTO POCTA, II09TOMY, €CTECTBEHHO, UX B3TJISAIbI BCTPETUIIHCH.



— ThI HA3BIBAEIIL 3TO OHpaBI[aHI/IeM?

— JTO He oIIpaBOaHuUe.

CBupernbie ¥ PaBHOAYIIHEIE TTIa3a JOJT0 CMOTPENH APYT Ha OpyTa, ToKa UX He IIPepBajl ToJI0C CIyTH,
COOOILAOIINY, UTO OTOHb OBLIT MOTYIIEH.

— Ilycte ®enukc 3aKOHUUT C 3TUM. He x04y, 4TOOH MaMa CHUILHO BOJTHOBAJIACh.

— Jla, Barta CBeTIOCTS.

BrimonHuB cBoi0 3afayy, Kannekc pe3ko mpoineten MuMo Beatpuc. Criyra, KOTOPOMY OTAaIU IIPUKa3,
CKPBHIJICS B 0COOHSIKE, He 00paTUB BHUMAHUS Ha CTOSINYIO TaM OEBYLIKY.

[Tpucnyra, TymuBIIas 1moxap, MOCTeIIeHHO BO3BPalllajach Ha CBOM paboure MecTa. [eiicTBus,
KOTOPHIE HY2KHO OBIJIO CAeaTh MOCje TOT0, KaK OTOHb OB MTOTYIIEH, KOHEYHO XkKe, OBIIu
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAHHI.

«f mporosnopanace».

BeanI/IC CHOBA IMOAHATIACH I10 JIECTHHUIIE X BEPHYIIACh B CBOIO KOMHATY, HUYEro XOPOIIero He OXKuaas.

IIBeps OblsTa paclaxHyTa HAcTeXb. M3 CrtajbHU MOHOCHIICS 3allax JbiMa. B KoMHATe CTOS
IOJIypa3pyLIeHHBIN Kad, KOTOPHIM IOYTH BhIropen. [Jaxe Bofa, KOTOPOU CIIyTH 3ajIUBajid OTOHb,
BCE ell€ Oblta Ha 1mony. OKHa ObIIM MIMPOKO OTKPHITHL, TIOTOMY YTO OHU He XOTeNIM 3af0XHYThCS, HO
9TO ¥ BCE, YTO OHU CeJIaIu, YTOOB U30aBUTHCS OT IOCJIEICTBUY I0XKapa.

[Tpoupgs muMo mKada, beaTpuc mo3BoHUIA B KOTOKOIBYUK, CTOSIINMN PANOM C KpoBaThio. [OpHUYHAS
He TI0SIBUJIach, XOTSI 3BOHOK IIPO3BEeHEI HECKOIBKO pa3. TonbKo Korpga beaTpuc MenneHHEIMY IIaraMu
JIOIJIa IO CTOJIa ¥ OKHA, cejla U JoCcYuTasla [I0 ABaAllaTH, MOsSBUIachk Mo, e€ MuYHas TOpHUYHAS.

Ona ¢ 9BHOU HEOXOTOM CKJIOHUJIACH Ilepen Hell.

— B&I 3BasIn, Mucc?

— { ronogHa, IpUHECU MHe 3aBTpaK.

3abrIBIICH, Maii mopmHsIa rojoBy. Ha eé nuiie untanock: «Kak oHa cMeeT MPOCUTD e[y, YCTPOUB
TAKOW MEPEIooX C yTpa?»

OpHaKO TOPHUYHAS BHIIIA U3 KOMHATHI, YTOOH T0OPOCOBECTHO BHITIOJIHUTD IIPUKA3, He 3ajaBas



HUKaKuX BOIpocoB. Ema GymeT roToBa 4epes Yac, HO CKy4aTh e 3a 3TO BpeMs He MpHAETcs. [ToTomy
YTO e#l MPe[CTOUT YBUMETh eIlé ONHOTr0 YeyoBeka. OH CKOpo OymeT 37ech.

— Beartpuc!

PoBHO uepe3 maTHAAIIATh MUHYT B KOMHATY BopBasicst Penukc, eé BTOpou OpaT, C TPOMKUM KPUKOM.
Harno momoiifs K Hel, OH C OTBpallleHueM CMOTpeI IIOTIEPeMEHHO TO Ha He€, CUASIIYI0 3a CTOJIOM, TO
Ha o0ropesiuil mKad, TPUKPEIIEHHBIN K CTEHe.

— HYMaIO, YTO ThI HAKOHEII-TO COIIJIa C yMa.

— HakoHen-10?

— Ia, OyMal0, 9TO TBOA I'OJIOBA, KdK YdCEI, B KOTOpOfI HEe XBaTaeT H.IeCTepéHKI/I.

He 0n1710 HE0OXOMMOCTH pearupoBaTh, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBIJIO He TakK. PeTMKC By/IbrapHO 3aXUXUKa
Hap TeM, KakK OHa IIPUHSIJIA €T0 CII0Ba, ¥ IMOMOIIEN K CTOpeBIIeMy mKady.

Xots mKkad ObLT CTApbIM, OH OB JOPOTUM U CHEJIaH U3 BEICOKOKAYeCTBEHHOU OPEBECUHEL, TIOTOMY
YTO KCIIOJIb30BAJICS TePIIOTCKOM CEMbEN, U 32 HUM OepekHO yXaKuBaliu. BHUMaTeNIbHO TIOCMOTPEB
Ha MacCHUB YEPHOTI'0 IepeBa, eBa COXPaHSIINH GopMy, CIIOBHO 3TO OBIJIO IPOU3BeNleHNe UCKYCCTBa,
denuKC OBEPHYJICA U CIIPOCUIL:

— Tak moyemy TH Kpudasna?

— TaM OBIIU MEIIIN.

Beatpuc nosropusa To, 4TO cKa3asa Kamnekcy, u mocmorpena Ha Penukca. Ho coenana oHa 9To He
[IJIST TOTO, YTOOBI B3TJITHYTh Ha HETO, @ IIPOCTO TIOBEPHYTH T'OJIOBY.

YBupes 370, rna3a denukca OKDPYTJIUJIUCE OT OTBPAIIE€HUS. KoHeuyHO0, HUKOT0 U3 HUX 3TO HE
BOJIHOBAJIO.

— CyMmacurefuias cyka.

BeaTtpuc He oTBeTHIa. ITO OBIIO IPABOM, TO3TOMY €t OBITI0 Heuero cka3aTh. OHa IPOCTO MOAHSTIA
crapyio OYTBUIKY C BOLIOM U chefajna rioTok. He moxXaaBIuCh OT Hee 0TBeTa, OH CHOBA IIOBEPHYJICS K
cropesuiemMy Lkagy.

Ia y, co cCTaphIM IIKa(oM B TepIOrCTBe 06paIlaIuch IydIle, YeM C Hel.
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