Crnepnytolas mecHs yXe J0oIXKHa OblJla Ha4aThCs, KOTMa KO MHe TIOI0IIeN KaKON-TO CITy4alHbIN
nBopstHuH j1eT 40. [JomKHO OBITh, OH IIOTEPSIIT XKEHY ¥ MCKaJl HOBYIO.

4 oTyassHHO CKaHUpPOBAJ KoMHaTy. [lepcu! I'me Tr! oy ciofa ¥ BHITIOJIHU CBOE obOelraHue!

K MoeMmy ynuBneHuio u 61arogapHOCTH, CTPAHHBIN ITapeHb C IedalbHEIMU I'Jla3aMu, KOTOPHII
Ha0monan 3a MHOY paHbllle, BCKOYWII U CIIac MeHS.

"TIpocTuTe MeHs, 10pa MalipoH, HO equ obelana CIeOyolui TaHel MHe".

[Toxxumnoii mapeHb BHTIISAEN CUIILHO pa304YapoBaHHBIM, HO KOPOTKO IOKJIOHUIICS U yiien. 7
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI Takoe 00JIeTYeHre, YTO NeHCTBUTEIHLHO BBICKA3aJl CBOI0 MBICIT.

"BBI TOJIBKO YTO CITaC/IXi MHE KU3HB".
TamHCTBEHHBIM MyK4YKHa yIbIOHYICS MHe. "O? Kak 310?"
4 noxpacHena. { He X0Tejla IPOU3HOCUTH 3TO BCIIYX.

"Motit 6pat obelman mepxKaTh MyKYKWH CTapIlle TPUALATHU JIET MTOfabllle OT MeHs, HO S IIOTepsiyia ero
U3 BUOy", - IpU3HAJach f. "Bbl NIPULIIKA KaK pa3 BOBpeMs .

B sTOM mapHe OBITIO YTO-TO TAKOe, YTO BHITSTUBAJIO U3 MEHS CJIoBa. [la, paHbIlle OH CMOTPEJI Ha MEeHS
MIOBOJIBHO IIPHCTAIBHO, HO 51 OBIJIa TOTOBA IPOCTUTH 9TO IOCJIE €T0 IJIaBHOTO CllaceHwus. 1o KpaliHen
Mepe, OT HeTO He UCXOOUIH XKYTKue (IIOUIE, KaK OT replora.

"Barm 6pat?"

"Ta, TTepcuBans mio [1oH, cremymomuii B ouepenu Ha rpadcTBo. OH 0YeHb OIeKaeT MeHs U OB YeM-
TO BPOZIE MOET0 TEeJIOXPAHUTENIS, II0KA MHI ObLJIA B CTOJIHUIIE".

"BBICOKHUM, KaIlITAHOBLIE BOJIOCH], I'0JTy0bIe Ti1a3a? OOBIYHO C CEepbe3HBIM BhIpaKeHueM una?" -
CIIPOCHUJI 3araflOYHbIM MyKYKWHA CO CTPAHHBIM BhHIpaXkKeHHEM JIUIA.

"Ia, BEI ero 3HaeTe?"
"¢l Bumen ero mo6GIM30CTH", - 3aTaJJOYHO OTBETUII MYyKYKHA.
['me Grizta Most rojioBa ceromus? "Cap, s TOJIbKO YTO MOHSJI, YTO He 3HAl0 Ballero uMeHu. 4..."

"Bce 3mech 3HAIOT, KTO BHI, Jiemu KatpuH mio ITon". 4 Hagynack. Criacu0o0, YTO HAallOMHUI MHE, YyBaK.
OH mpoposkar, Kak 0yaTo He 3aMedas. "Thl MOXKeIIb Ha3blBaTh MeHS ",

"9n? Ho 3To HUYEro He TOBOPUT MHe 0 Tebe", - 3aIrpoTecToBana .

OueBuOHO, OH yKe 3HAJI MeHs, pa3 BIOpa MeHS U3 BCeX IPUCYTCTBYIOUINX AJIS TaHIla. BO3MOXKHO,
3TO0 OBIJIO IPOCTO IIOTOMY, 4YTO 5 OblJIa 3[€Ch B HOBUHKY.

OH yCMexHYJICs, U TSXKEeCTh B €ro I'jla3ax, Ka3auoch, ucyesna. "Y Bac ecTh IIpo3Bulle, neau Kotpun?"
"Boo011ie-To, ecTh.

MHe Oonbiiie HpaBUTCS K9TPUH, HO TakK MEHS Ha3hIBAIOT TOJILKO ABA YeJI0BEKa', - C TOCKOHM CKa3asa f.



JT1O0T ITapPEeHb BHITJIAOEII JOBOJIBHO HEIIPUHYXKIOEHHO, TaK YTO, BEPOATHO, HE IIOMEIIaJIo OBl )IOG&BI/ITB
elle OOQHOTO YeJioBeKa B 3TOT CIIMCOK. CKy4aJlla I10 CBOEMY HACTOAIIEMY UMEHH.

"TloxanyicTa, He CTECHIUTECh Ha3bBaTh MeHs Katu".

"KaTtu", - cKkasan 911, CJIOBHO CMaKys 3TO uMs. " OelCTBUTEIbHO CYUTAI0, UTO 3TO MOAXOTUT Tebe
6ompire. Torga st Oyoy HaswBaTh TeOs Kotu. Jlegu KoTu 3By4uT HEMHOT'O CTPAHHO, BeIb 3TO pudma u
BCe Takoe. Hagerocs, ThI IPOCTUIIL MHE 3Ty HE(OPMaIbHOCTR" .

4 pa3pasunack cMexoM. He BeXX/IMBHIY, IUBUIN30BaHHBIMA XKEeHCKUYU cMeX. Hacrosmuii cmex. Takoi,
KOTOPBIY He BBIPBIBAJICS U3 MEHS C TeX MOp, KaK g Hayajla YUTaTh 3TOT POMaH.

4 3aKpEIa POT PYKOH, TIOKa HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI, ¥ OBICTPO MOfaBuIa CMeX, IPeX/e YeM BEPHYTh
PYKY B IIDaBUJIbHOE TI0JI0OKEHUE [1s TaHla. "[IpocTuTe MeHs. TO OBIIO... JeHCTBUTEIHHO CMEIIHO",

"¢] paga, 4TO BaM MOHPABUIOCH. MoKeT ObITh, MHE CTOUT Ha3kBaTh TebOs nequ Katu ¢ aToro
MOMEHTA, eCJI 3TO 3aCTaBiseT TeOs TaK CMeSIThCS", - MOAAPA3HUI OH C OJIeCKOM B rla3ax.

"TloxkamyicTa, He Hafo", - yMOJIsiia s, 60psiCh C XKeJlaHNeM CHOBA paccMesiThesl. "Most MaMa yOreT
MeHsI, eCJIU YBUIUT, YTO S TaK CMEICh".

OH mpuypuscs Ha MeHs. "[loxoxe, TBOS MaTh HE OUeHb XOpoIIo Te0s 3HaeT".
"Het", - mpu3Ha s, Ipexae YeM 0CO3Hal CBOIO OIIHUOKY.

Henw3s OCKOp6J’I${TB MPEenCTaBUTEIIA 3HATHU IIPSAMO B IIPDUCYTCTBUU OPYTUX OBOPAH. 310 HYXKHO OeJlaTb
TOHKO, HCKaXKas CJIOBA.

"He cTouT paccTpauBaThcs, nenu KewTu. Baima mpsiMoTa ocBexKaeT, eciii 4ecTHO. JIIogu BOKPYT MeHS
BCETMIa CKPHIBAIOT CBOM MCTUHHEIE MBICTH".

B ero rima3ax cHOBa IOSIBUANIACh T'PYCTh, CMEeIIaHHASA C OTTEHKOM CMeXa M3-3a MOEHW BBIXOJKH.
"T0MKHO OBITh, 3TO YTOMUTEJILHO".
"Ia. IToaToMy KTO-TO Bpofie TeOs - 9TO TTIOTOK CBEXKero Bo3ayxa", - cKa3ajl OH C UCKpeHHel YIRIOKOM.

Moe cepptie cierka OPOTHYJIO0. MeHst HUKOTIa paHbIlle He Ha3bIBaJlk TTIOTKOM CBEXKEro Bo3myxa. Bece
moMa (3a uckiodyeHneM J001) cUuTany MeHS 3aHyHOM.

"9T0 04YeHb XOPOIIHUYN KOMIIUMEHT, CIp 1",

"¢l pam, uTo BHI Tak mymaete. BooOiie-To, s XOTeJI IPeACTaBUThCS BaM [0 3TOTO. 4 MepBHIH..."
[TecHs 3aKOHYMIACh, ¥ [lepcyu HAKOHEI] IorHal MEeHSs, IIPePBaB BCe, UTO COOMPAJICS CKa3aTh IJI.
"KaTpuH, MO# 3HAKOMBIM X0UeT IOTaHILleBaTh C TOOOM".

¢l He Mora B 3TO IIOBEPHUTH, HO s GbINIa pa3odyapoBaHa! f X0Tesa yCIHIIaTh, YTO CKAaKeT 3TOT
MHTEePECHHIH YyemoBek. 1 06epHyIach K HeMY, YTOOB U3BUHUTLCS, HO OH yXKe yIIe].

"fl uny", - rpycTHO cKa3ana s Oparty.
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