«f1 B3s171 ¢ cO00¥ HEMHOTO €Ibl M HOXK, Ha BCSIKU cnydal. Hapmetoch, TaM Oy[eT YTO-TO UHTEPECHOE!»

3abpaBIuch Ha BOMy, OH HaydaJ IJIBITh B CTOPOHY TOT'0 OCTPOBA.

«39T0 03epo GomnbIre, yeM s gyMai. KTo e 3Haj, 4TO B 3TOM JIeCy eCTh UTO-TO Takoe? § mporien
TOJIBKO TIOJI IIYTH, a yXKe ycTam!»

BHes3amHO rnepen HUM Ha4daJla IIOJHMMAaTbCs OIrPOMHaAsA BOJIHA.

— Yro? Ho TyT maxe BeTpa He 6bio! YepT!

BosHa, HECMOTPS Ha ero COIPOTUBJIEHUS, HAaKphlyla MapKa, U TOT, 3axJIeOHYBIINUCH, Hayall TEPSATh
CO3HaHWUe.

«Jla Kak ke Tak?! {... Tak IpOCTO YTOHY?»

He Brimepxas BosiHy, Mapk noTepsi CO3HaHUE.

BrIKvHYTHIHM Ha Geper, OH HaKOHEI] OYHYJICS ¥ OTKPHUI CBOM rja3a. Mapk cierka INOTSHYICS U
CKa3al:

— W yero s oxupgan? Yto MHe n1oBe3eT? B UTOre 4yTh HE YTOHYII U OKa3ascs...

[Ipexme, YeM [eaTh BRIBOM, OH PEIIU MPOBEPUTH, KyHa ero BEKuHYI0. OH BCTAll ¥ TIOCMOTPEN B
CTOPOHY 03€pa.

— 3710 0ocTPoB? OH BHITMISAOUT HaMHOTO OosbIne... [IocTol, 3T0 Hal ytec? 3HAYuT... {1 cam Ha
octpoBe?! [la 1afHO, MeHs BHIKMHYJIO Ha HET0?

OH CHOBa JIeT Ha 3€MJII0 ¥ IIOCMOTPET Ha He6o.

«OpexXpOa Bce elllé MOKpas, la ¥ 3eMJId TOXKe, 3HAUUT, S 30eCh Hemonro. Pa3 s y&ke Ha 0CTpOBe,
3HAYMT, CTOUT ITOKA €r0 OCMOTPETh.»

BcTaB Ha HOTH, OH IIOIMBITAICS HAUTH CBOM MEIOYEeK C eq0H, OMHAKO HUYero, KpoMe HOXKa, He Halllell.



«Yepr, pa3 HET edsl, TO MO0 MPUAETCS ee TYT HaiTu, mubo yiUTH Ha3ap nopasbine. OOHAKO 5 He
YBEPEH, UTO CMOT'Y BBIXKUTh ITOCJIE €IlI€ OMHON BCTPEYH C TOU BOJIHOM. »

Ha ocTtpoBe Toxe Ovin nec. Ecnu TouHee, OH 3aHKHMaJl BECh OCTPOB, U MapK [BUHYJICSI K €T0 LeHTpPY,
HayesiCh HAUTU TaM XOTb YTO-HUOYOb.

[Tpomno momyaca. IToucku Mapka He IPUHECTN HUKAKUX IIJIOI0B, KPOME TOTO, YTO OH Halllesl
HECKOJIbKO (PYKTOBHIX NEPEBHEB.

«$1 mMKO mporosomancs 3a 3To BpeMs. He 3Hatw, chemoOHEBIE U 3TH QPYKTH, HO KPOMe HUX Y MEHS
HET HUKAKOM e[Ibl, TaK YTO CTOUT PUCKHYTh.»

OH OTKyCHJI OIUH KYCOK.

«Bay, oH Ha ynuBIIeHMe OKa3aJics OYyeHb BKyCHbIM! Hukorga He npo6oBail HUYEro ty4iie!»

HaeBImuch [0 0TBasla, OH cobpaJt emlé Ipo 3amac ¥ OTIPaBUIICT Aanbiie. Yepe3 HeKOTOpoe BpeMst
Mapk mo6pacst mo IeHTpa 0CTPOBA, Iie 00HAPYKUI HeOOIBIIYIO CKay.

«Bay, MecTe4yko 4T0o Hafo. TyT 04eHb Kpacuso.»

Korma on npu0nu3uscs K Hel, Ha CKaJle IT0Ka3aJics YePHBIM CUIYIT B ¢hopMe uemoBeka. OH Havam
Me[JIeHHO ITpuOnIuKaThcs K Mapky.

— Yto? He 3Has, 4TO TYT eCTh NIOOU. 3ApaBCcTByTe! MeHs 30ByT...

He YCIieJI OH OOTrOBOPHUTHL, KaK TOT B MTHOBEHHE Oxka CUJIY3T OKa3aJICA PAOOM C HUM M HaHeC yaap II0
XKUBOTY. MapKa OTKHHYJIO Ha HECKOJIELKO METPOB.

— Kxa-a-ak! B-00/5HO...

BRITITIOHYB KPOBB M30 PTA, OH IOIMBITAJICS BCTATh. TOT CUIIY3T IIPOCTO CTOST ¥ HabIoa 3a ero
OEUCTBUSIMHU.

«3JTO CTPaHHOE CYIIECTBO MIOJIHOCThIO YEPHOE, OyATO CMoJIa. A ellé oYeHb ObICTPHIM U CUIIbHBIM.
[Toxoxe OH He X04YeT MeHs TYT BUAeTh. UTo XKe fenaTth? f Kak-To HomXKeH y0exaTh oTciofal»

MGJIHGHHO BCTaB Ha HOT'H, OH IIOIIBITAJICA YﬁTH, OOHaKO HpOﬁHH HECKOJIBKO METPOB, YTKHYJICSA B
HEBUOUMYIO CTEHY.

«YepT, TyT 6aprep! Y uTO MHe IIpUKaxkeTe genaTh? CpaxkaThCsa C 9TUM yymoBuieM? [Ia oH MeHs Ha



KYCKH pa30pBeT!»

YBunes Oe3nericTBre MapKa, TO CYIIECTBO PeIlnil JeicTBoBaTh caM. OH MpUONIU3UIICS K HEMY
IIOMHSJI, YXBAaTUBIINUCH 38 BOPOTHUK.

— Ila uto Tebe OT MeHs Hapmo? f1 XKe He 3HAJI, YTO 3TO TBOS TEPPUTOPUSI!

«YepT, oH He pearupyet! ... TouHo, y MeHs xKe ecTb HOX! [Tonpo6yi0 ero ymapuTh C IIOMOIIbIO
Hero!»

OH BHITAIIUI HOXK, YTO OB Y HETO Ha I0SICe, ¥ BOH3WII €T0 B PYKY TOTO CYIIECTBa, a 3aTeM U BOBCE
oTpe3al ee.

«[Tomyuunocs! Temeps K Hero Bcero onHa pyka! Ho emy He 605bHO0!? OH IPOCTO CTOUT ¥ CMOTPUT Ha
cBot0 0TpyOneHHYI0 PyKy! [laxke KpoBu HUKakKou HeT! YTo 3TO BooOIIEe Takoe!?»

«HeT BpeMenu mymath 06 aToM! Hago HanacTh Ha HETO, TIOKa OH He Ipuien B cebs!»

Mapk no6exkas B ero CTOPOHY U cOOMpascs yaapuTh, OOHAKO OJHOTO B3MaXa PYKH TOTO CYIIeCTBa
XBATHUJIO, YTOOBI €T0 CHOBA OTOPOCHIIO Ha HECKOJILKO METPOB.

— Kxa-a-akx! Ja CKOJIbKO MOXKHO?!

Ha aToT pa3 oH cinoman MapKy HECKOJIbKO pebep.

«Jlaxke mBIMIaTh yKe TpygHO! {1 eMy pyKy oTpe3al, a eMy XOThb Obl XHEI!»

[TpunogHsSB HEMHOTO TOJIOBY, OH CHOBA IIPOCMOTPETT Ha TO CYLIECTBO, X €T0 3PaYKu PaCUIMPUIUCE OT
YIOUBIIEHUS.

— O-oH... [TpocTo B35 u... [IpucoenunHun pyky obpatHo? U-uk...

YBupes Takoe 3penuilie, Mapk rmouyscTBoBaj cTpax. Korga ToT

MOHCTp HayaJl ABUTAThCS B €T0 CTOPOHY, OH He CMOT HMYero cfeaTh. IIPOCTO ApoxKal ¥ CMOTPEN B
€ro CTOPOHY, OKHUMasi CBOeH CMepTH.

«3Ha4uT, BOT KakK g yMpy? Ecmu 65l 3Has, momnpolrasncs Obl Co BCeMHU... f He X049y yMUpaTh...»

B 3TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa OH HaXOOUTCS Ha I'PaHU CMEPTH, a Iepefd HUM Bpar, KOTOPOT'0 OH He B CHJIaX



OMOJIeTh, B TPyOu Mapka GyATO YTO-TO 3aXKTJI0Ch.

OH omHOBpPEeMEHHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Kap U XOJIOM, a ero Tejo OYATO CTalo 04eHb JIETKUM, a 00JIb, YTO
OH TIOCTOSIHHO YyBCTBOBAJI, IPEKPATUIIACh.

«Yrto 310? 1 6ynTo CMBIN ¢ cebsi TOHHBI I'PSI3U, U TeIepb HaKOHeIl OIMyTHI JIETKOCTh U cBobony. Kakoe
CTPaHHOE, HO MPUSTHOE YYBCTBO... ByaTo f... 3ackmnalo...»

[ToTepsB co3HaHME, OH OYYTHUIICS B GecKpalHeM TEMHOM ITPOCTPAHCTBE, UTO HAITOMUHAIO0 HOYHOE
Hebo.

— I'-rge 51 okazancs? 3to... Kocmoc?.. 3HauuT, g Bce-raku ymep? Ho g ke Bce ewe TyT!.. Huuero He
IMOHUMAI0!

OrnsiHyBIIKCE, OH 3aMETUJI BOKPYT ce0s1 YeThIpe KaMHS:

KPaCHHBIN, CUHUM, T0Ty00M, KOPUYHEBBIH.

Ha KaxmoM 13 HUX OB 3HAK, 03HAYAIOIIKMM TUII Maruu: OTOHb, BOJIa, BO3OYX U 3eMJIS.

— TouHO! ITO Maruyeckre KaMHU, KOTOPBIE OMPEOEeNISiOT TUIl MaTruy IPH IOJTy4eHUH CII0COOHOCTeH!
Mse xe 910 msaasa Ceprei onuceBam!

«J1a[s1 TOBOPUJI, YTO KaMEeHb TOr'0 TUIIA, K KOTOPOMY y MEHS eCTh IPUHAAJIe’)KHOCTh, HAYHET
CBETUTHLCS CBOUM IIBETOM, KOI'Tla 51 K HeMy IPUKOCHYCh! 3HA4UT... {1 HaKOHeI] I0JTy4y CIIOCOOHOCTH?
Torma HayHy HEeMe[jIeHHO!»

OH mopoIeNn ¥ IPUKOCHYIICS K KaXXI0OMy U3 KaMHeW, OHAKO HU OfMH U3 HUX He 3aCUsl.

— Hu omvH He pearupyert, 3TO O3HAYaAeT, YTO MOM TUI He u3 00bIYHEIX! [aibIlle MEHS XKIOET
IIPOBEPKa Ha PegKue CIoCoOHOCTH!

Kamuu ucyesnu, a rnepen HUM IMOABUIINCH eH.[é YeThIpe KaMH. Bce oHu ObIH 3aKPBITHL 6apbep0M,
4YTO HE OaBaJl YBUOETH HpI/ICYH.II/Iﬁ UM TUI Maruu. U IIEePBBIM OTKPHIJICS Oenblii KaMeHb 0e3 3HaKa.

«3JTO Marus ceeral!»

HpI/IKOCHy'BH.II/ICB K HEMY, OH OIIATH HE IIOJIYyUH]I HUKaKOHU PpeaKnuu.

[Tocrne 3TOT0 MOOYEPEIHO OTKPHIIACH €IlIE€ TPU KaMHS:

3enEHBIN, XKENTHH U CepeOpSIHEIN.



— Ha Hux TOXKe HeT 3HaKOB. I/IHTepeCHO, K KaKOMY THUIIY IIPUHAJIEXKY s?

OOHaKO ¥ OHU He 3aCBETUIINCH IIOCIE eT0 IIPUKOCHOBEHHUSA.

— 41... He obnapaio HUKaKUM U3 9TUX TUMOB? [la 4TO Ke 3TO Takoe?! [ToueMy HM OOUH HE
3acBetusics? 4 He oOmamaio crmocoOHOCTsIME? Torma mo4eMy s BOoOIIe TYT 0Ka3asics?

Mapk CHOBa OTYasiics, KakK BAPYT Iepef HUM IMOSBUIICS eIl€ OOUH KaMeHb. ETo IIBET - YepHHIN.

— YTo 3a... CTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO? MeHs GyATO TSHET K HEMY...

CoCcpenoTOUYMBIINCH, OH MOMOIIEN K HEMY U TPUKOCHYJICS.

OT MPUKOCHOBEHHUS K 9TOMY KaMHI0, BOKPYT BCE CTaJI0 YePHHIM. ThMa, YTO OH MCIIYCKaJl, He
IIPOIIyCKajla HU eJUHOTO JIy4Ya CBeTa, OMHAKO 9TO He Melllajo MapKy ero BumeTh. TOT KaMeHb
TIOJIJIETENI K €T0 TPYAU U UCYe3 BO ThME.
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