- Ho ... [Touemy?

- JIto YxeHp, moueMy Obl TeOe He TogyMaTh 00 9TOM HEKOTOPOe BpeMs? MoxkeT OHITh, OH yXKe He
OTHOCHUJICS K 3TOMYy MeCTy KaK K CBoeMy foMy? MoxeT, oH OoJibllle He 3aXx04eT IOKUAATh TO MECTO?
WmMmnepatop HaxMypuics, risans Ha JIio YxoHb, 6e3 KoneOaHu IpeprBast ero MbICTIH:

- MoxkeT ObITh, THI BCE €llle XOUelllb ObITh TaKUM, KaK TOTfIa, He 3a60TsICh O MBICISIX CBOETO MJIQAIIero
OparTa, ¥ IOJIOH PEUIMMOCTH CAeNlaTh YTO-TO, YTO 3aCTaBUT TBOET0 Milafiero 6para rpyCTUTH?

9Ta (pa3a OblIa Kak IOCIefHSS Kalisd, yOuBIIas CTapuKa.

I'maza JIto Y2K9Hb IOTEMHEH, C T'POMKHUM 3BYKOM OH TYT K€ BBITIJIIOHYTT 0O0JIBIIIOM TJIOTOK KPOBHU U C
TDOMKHUM 3BYKOM YIIaJl Ha 3€MIJII0.

OSTOT BHE3aMHBIN TOBOPOT COORITHY Hamyral uMmneparopa. OH BHe3aIlHO BCTaJl, BeJiell KOMY-TO
OTHECTH cTapuka JIo B ero KOMHATY, YTOOHI OH JIeT, a 3aTeM mpuka3ai ['ao CyH BEI3BATh
MMIIEPaTOPCKOr0 Bpaya.

CeropHs BOTHEHUEe OBIIO CIMINKOM Beuko. Eciu oH CIIPDOBOIUPYET CTaPUKaA JIo Ha CMEPTh, TO 6YJI€‘T
BHMHOBEH B 3TOM.

HMIepaTOpCKuil Bpay, KOTOPBIH Cpa3y 2Ke MPUOBII, OKa3ajcs HallluM CTapuKoM. MMmepaTop
IIOCMOTPEIT 1 OBICTPO CKa3alt:

- C109, OricTpee momoru JIto YkeHb, YTO C HUM CIIyYHIIOCH.
Crapuk cKa3sas "Xopolo" u noutyna nyiasc JIro YkaHb. Uepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl OH IOJIOKUII €ro.

- Balre BenuyecTBO, COCTOSIHME CTApoOro reHepaa JIo pe3ko yXyOIuaoch, BOT TOYEMY OH yIan B
00M0opoK. CTapuK OLICTPO BHIMKCAT PELENT U Iepeaan ero OnuxauieMy eBHYXy, CKa3aB eMy IOUTH U
IIPUTOTOBUTD 3TO JIEKAPCTBO. [Tociie 9TOro, OH IPOMOKUI:

- Bare BenuuecTBO, cTaporo rerepasna Jlto 60sblile HENTb3s MPOBOIMPOBATh. Ecu ero cHOBa
CIIPOBOLIMPYIOT, Y HET'O CIIYYUTCS UHCYIIBT.

- Xopo1to, Torga mycts JIto YxkeHb Teneps 6eciokout nokTop Cioa.

- Bot uTo ¢ TOOOI# cnyyunoch onAaTh? OH He 3HaJ, KaK cTapuk JIi0 OBIJI CIPOBOLIMPOBAH U €T0 TYT XKe
OTISITh BEIPBAJIO KPOBBIO. JTO OBIJIO EUCTBUTEIIBHO. ..

[Tpexme yeM CTapuK CMOT IMOHSTh, JIt0 YK9HL MEIJIEHHO OTKPHIT I'/Ta3a. OH IOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY, YTOOH
TIOCMOTPETH Ha UMIIEpATOpa ¥ 3ar0BOPHUJI CI1abbIM T'OJI0COM:

- Baiie BenmuuecTBo, MOKAaNyHCTa, CKaXkXUTe MHe, THe moxopoHeH L[3un 9p? Ecimu s He y3Haio 06
3TOM, OH HU OHS He OGyOeT 4yBCTBOBAThH Ce6s CIIOKOMHO.

Ycnwimas ato, CTAapUK CO CBUCTOM IIOCMOTPEJI Ha UMIIepaTopa. Tak BOT 4TO 3TO OBITIO.

Temeps OH yKe 3HaJ, KaK TaKOW CUIBbHBINA CTapHUK JIt0 MOT OBITH Tak 3071, YTO €T0 PBA0 KPOBLIO. Tak
3TO GBIJIO IOTOMY, YTO OH 3Hau, uTo JIto Cue ymep.

MMmepaTop OeiCcTBUTENbHO BEIHAIIKMBAT 3/1bie HamepeHus. OH pacckasai 06 3ToM CcTapuky JIio u
IOBeJ cTapuKa JII0 70 TaKOTO COCTOSTHHUS.



- JTto YxeHb, g1 ckaxy Tebe mpaBay! MMmepaTop cka3aj ¢ HEKOTOPLIM YYBCTBOM BUHHI:

- Ha camowm pene, 51 He 3Hal0. TOT YeJIOBEK TOJIBKO CKa3asl MHe, UTO MJIAfIIui 6paT yMep BO BpeMs
YyMbl HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3af. OH He XOTeJ TOBOPUTH MHE HUYET0 APYTOro, KpOMe TOro, YTO OH YMED,
TI03TOMY OH, eCTECTBEHHO, CKa3asl Obl, I'7le OH ITI0XOPOHEH, ecyiy Obl 3HaI.

YuuTtent He X0TEN TOBOPUTH €MY, TaK 9YTO OH HUYEro He MOT rnomenarTh!

- Baire BenuuecTBo, s yMOJIsi0 Bac. [loxkanmyicTa, pacckaxure 00 aToM mogpoOHo! A cTapsiit
YMHOBHUK ... MHe o4eHb Xanb, L[3un 3... [1hd... JTto YK3Hb Jaxke He 3aKOHYHUI Ppa3y, Ipexae yeM
BBITIJTIOHYJT TIOJTHBIM POT KPOBH.

YBupes sTo, CTapHUK HEMENOJIEHHO IIOAOIIEe]I U HadaBUII Ha I1JIe4Y0 JIto YXK3Hb, a 3aTeM 6I::ICTp0
IIOCTaBUJI EMY HECKOJIEKO UT'OJIOK. On CepauTo CKa3all:

- Ctapuk JIio, TH UIIelb CMepTH? 3aTeM OH HafaBuil Ha JIio YK3Hb, KOTOPHIM cobupancs
IIOIIEBEJIUTHC:

- He mBuraiics, 6YI[I:> OCTOPO2XKEH, YTOOHI HE COBUHYTH UTIIY.

XoTst mMIIepaTop HeMHOro nobauBaics Cembu JI10, OH HE XOTEJI, YTOOH TAKOU TeHepas UCYe3 MPOCTO
TaK.

bomee TOro, OH TOJNBKO...
9T0 moBnUsAN0 OB Ha €T0 penyTanunio.

- JTio YkeHb, 5 IOBTOPSIIO 9TO elrle pa3. f medCTBUTENbHO He 3Hat. Eciu Ol 5T 3HaJ, TO He CTasl Ok
CKPHIBaTh 3TO OT TeOs1. MiMIepaTop CIenus PyKy 3a CIUHOU U IIOCMOTPENT CBepXy BHU3 Ha JI10 UXK3Hb:

-V MeHs TakXKe HET crnoco0a 3aCTaBUTh 9TOTO YeI0BEKa TOBOPUTH, MBI MO2K€M TOJIBKO XKJaTh, IIOKa
OH CaM paCCKaXerT.

Cka3saB 3T0, ©UMIIepaTop coOupascs HallOMHUTh CTapUKY, YTOOH OH CMOTPeJ 3a JIto YK9Hb, UTOOH C
HUM HUYEro He CIIy4YUsIoCh.

Crapuk cka3an "[la" ¥ mOYTUTEIBHO IIOCMOTPEIT B CTOPOHY MMIIEpaTopa, KOrfga TOT BEIXOOUJI. TOIBKO
TOTHAa OH IIOBEPHYJI T'0JIOBY, YTOOH TOCMOTPETH Ha JI10 YK3Hb, KOTOPHIM BHITJIAMEN TaK, CJIOBHO BOT-
BOT YMPET OT CEpPedHON 6oy,

OOBIYHO eMy OB17I0 OBl HEBEIHOCHMO BUOETh CTAPHKa JI10 B TAKOM COCTOSIHUHU, HO TeIlepPh, KOTrdd OH
BRITJIAOEII TadK, CJIOBHO BOT-BOT YMPET, €TI0 cepane CMAT4nIIOCh.

- Ctapuxk JIio, TIOOK He MOTYT XKUTh BEYHO. YCIIOKOWCS ¥ He HEPBHUYAM!

- a... 9to Mos BuHA. Ecnu OH s He 3aCTaBUII €T0 TOT/Ia, OH Ol He yiien u3 noMa. Ecnu Ovl OH He
yIIea U3 JoMa, OH ObI 9TOTO He caenai ... OH yxke He OyOerT...

YBuges, uTo JIto YK9Hb BHITTISAAE] TaK, CJIOBHO €T0 CHOBA BOT-BOT CTOIITHUT KPOBBIO, CTAPUK OB
TIOTPSICEH U OGBICTPO CKa3all:

- 91, 91, cTapuk JIio, He BOIHYUCS, He BOJHYUCSA. ECU TH e CTBUTENILHO X0Uellh 3HaTh 00 3TOM, THI
MOZKeIITb CIIPOCUTHL CBOET0 CTapIero BHYKa, OH Bce 3HaeT. Papu 6rara Tpoux 6paTheB u cectep JIo
YKuMO, OH He MOT II03BOJIUTh CTApUKY JI10 BOT Tak MPOCTO UCYE3HYTh.



OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO HAXOMSICh PSOOM CO CTapuKoM JIio 3mech, apyrue 4ieHs u3 Cembu JIi0 HE
TIOCMEIOT HUYEeTro CcHeiaTh C TpeMs 6paTbsiMu U cecTpamu JIro Yxkumo.

HeCMOTpﬂ HHU Ha 4TO, OH JOJIZKEH OBITT ciacTy XKu3Hb JI10 YkuMO.

Ycnpimas 370, JI'o YK9HE NIPOTIHYI PYKY U CXBaTUJI CTapUKa 3a PYKY, B3BOJIHOBAHHO I'JISIS Ha HETO
Y CIIDOCHJI, 3HAET JIU OH 4YTO-HUOY[b.

-Ecmm g CKaXy Tebe He OBUT'AaTLECA, TOI'Ia HE HBHTafICﬂ. Ecnu TH CHOBa 3aepraeircsda, He JIYMafI,
YTO CMOZKEIIb ‘-ITO-HI/I6YJIB Y3HATh OT MEHH.

Ycnmias YIrpo3y CTapHKa, JIto YK5Hb MOT TOJIBKO IMOCIIYIIHO OTIIYCTUTEL €TI0 PYKHU U 0oJIbIIIe HE CMeI
OBUT'ATBCA.

OH OCMOTpET IPSIMO Ha CTAapHKa M CIIPOCHUIT:
- Kak MHOTO 0H 3HaeT?
CTapuk HEKOTOPOe BpeMs Pa3MBIIIISII, 3aTeM CKa3all:

-4d MOTI'Y TOJIBKO CKa3aTh Te6e, YTO TBOU BHYK 3HA€T 3TO OY€Hb MHOTI'O, Thl MOZKEIIL CaM CIIPOCUTH
ero. Cmemnas IIay3y Ha MTHOBEHHE, OH IIPOOOJIZKUIT:

- [Tocrne Toro, KaK TH y3Haelb 00 9TOM, s HaJeloCh, UTO THl CMOXKeIllb COXPaHUTh 3TO B cekpeTe. 1o
KpaliHel Mepe, 0o BecenHero ¢ecTuBass He pacKphiBail HUKaKOM HH(popMauuu, uHadye TH Gy/ielib
coxkaJieTh 00 3TOM BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS KU3Hb.

CewMmbs JTio Oblyia HE TaKOM IIOJIOKUTEIHHOM, KaKOM Ka3aack. KTo 3HaJ, CKOIBKO I'PSI3HBIX BEIEN Y
HUX BHYTpH!

OH He x0TeJ, 4ToO0H ¢ JIio YKKMMO 4To-HMOYIb CITy4unIoch 0o BecenHero ¢ecTuBans.
JIto YK9Hb CcerkKa IPUKPHIT Il1a3a, 0TBedas "XopoIo".
XO0Ts OH ¥ He 3HaJl I0YeMy, HO OH BepuJI, YTO cTapuK Ci03 He IPUUYMHUT eMy Bpefa.

- C109, KOTZla TH II03HAKOMMJIach C MOUM BHYKOM? Korpa BHYK y3Han 06 aTom? [ToueMy oH eMy He
CKaszan?

CTapuK MaxHyJ PYKOH ¥ paccKa3aj, YTO ero BHYK CITyYaiHO CIIac eMy KU3Hb HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha3aj.
Ycneimas 370, JIto Y2K9Hb CIeTKa MPUOTKPHI T1a3a U IOCMOTPEJT Ha CTapuKa:

- CeMbs JTio 0o0s13aHa Ci03 erle ogHOU ycayroi. OH He MOTy4nI HUKaKOM HH(DOPMALKUU 110 3TOMY
BOIIPOCY.

CTapuk OTKPBII POT, HO KaK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/la OH COOMPAJICs 3arOBOPUTH, U3-3a JBEPHU
TIOCTIBIIITAJICS. TPOMKUM KPUK.
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