Bustep 3Hai, yto Ero BenuuecTBo HEJABHO IePeHEC CBOI0 HOYHYIO CYIIIHOCTE B pe3uaeHuuio Ero
BennuecTBa, ¥ 4YTO OH TalHO IPHUBEN TyAa HAJIOXKHULYY OOUT.

'HeyXKenu HanmoXKHUIA DOUT - Ta caMasi, u3-3a Kotopor Ero BenmudecTBo Tak 6€CIOKOUTCSA?'

Korga sTa MBICTTB IIpuiina eMy B I'OJIOBY, BI/ISTep HCIIYTaJICAd U B OIEIIEHEHUH II0Ka4all TOJIOBOM.

'Kaxk OBl 9 HU HANEeAJICHA, YTO 3TO HAJIOXKHUIIA DIOUT, 3TOT0 HEe MOXKET OLITh!'

I'maza BI/ICTepa Ha4aJIk CJIerKa OPO0ZKaThb.

Ero BenuuecTBO [0/I2KeH OBITH ITOJIHOCTHIO OCBENOMIIEH O IIPUYNHE, 10 KOTOPOM 3TOT0 HUKAaK He
MOTJIO IPOU30UTH.

"XoTs 9T0 OECIIOKOUT MEHs, S He 3Hal0 MPUYUHEH".

"...49ro?"

"OHa Tak ucIyranach ero, 4YTo yrnajaa B 00MOpOK, JIUIIh B3TJISHYB Ha ero nuio. Kpome Toro, oHa
HUKOT[a He BUe/la ero paHblie”.

"...OH uTO, BMIOOUIICSI B HEE C ITIEPBOTO B3rIsga?"

Bu3aTep CraoTHYI ¥ CIIPOCUIT, TPUTBOPSISICh HEBEXKECTBEHHBIM.

"TloxanyicTa, He Hamo".

He 3nas 00 oTyassHHOM XenaHuu Brucrepa, KapMyH norpy3uics B COOCTBEHHbIE MBICIIH.



'JTr060BB?"

YT0 3TO 3a 4YyBCTBO?

CkompKo OBl OH HM mymal 00 3ToM, KapMyH He MOT JaTh ompefesieHue JTo0BH.

OH He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO UCIHITEHIBAET HEBEOMOE YyBCTBO, HO €T0 UYBCTBA K HAJIOXKHUIIE DOUT HE
OLLIX CTOJIb BEJIUKHU.

OH 0bL1 HeMHOT0 00€CIIOKOEH, ¥ eMy TaK¥Ke X0TeJIOCh CIIDOCUTH ee, I0YeMy OHa ylana B 00MODOK, a
IIOTOM CKa3aTh €U, YTO OH He TAKOU yXK U CTPAIIHBIN.

OH 3HaJ, YTO He CMOXKET 3TOT0 CAelaTh M3-3a CBoero xapakrepa. OH OblT 06€CIIOKOEH, 3HAsI, YTO OH
00s13aTENTbHO OPOCUT B HEe 0CKOPOIIeHH .

OH maxe He 3Han noyeMy. [Touemy oHa Oecriokouia ero? IIpocTo oHa oKa3anach eMy HEMHOTO
MHTEPECHOM.

9T0 OBLIIO TOMBKO YyThe, HO OH IOAyMasl, He OBIIIO I 3TO U €ero YyBCTBAMHU, IIOTOMY YTO OH JEeJIHTI
TEJIO C 3THUM YeJIOBEKOM.

'/l He MOT'y OTpUIIaTh, YTO HAX0XKYCh C HUM B OOHOM TeJie'.

OH 65T 04eHb yOexneH. KapMyH 0TBeTHI HA BOIIPOC, TPOGOPMOTAB.

"fl Tax He mymaro. CKopee Bcero, HeT".

Ckopee Bcero. OH He 3HaJ1, II0YeMy 3TO CJIOBO TaK BCTPEBOXUJIO BusTepa.

Korpma oH ¢ HepBHEIM BHIpaXKEHHUEM ITOTHSII BT/ Ha KapMyHa, ero Mo KOJIBIXHYIOCh, CJIOBHO €T0
o0ano BEeCEHHUM BETEPKOM.



Ox. Moxert, 9T0 yKe Ha4yajoCh?

Y BusTepa nouemy-To BO3HHUKIIO IJIOXO0€ IIPENYYBCTBUE.

"9 mencTBUTENLHO He 3Hal0".

TX0 mpobopmoTan KapmyH, menas mar Ha3af.

Hopora ot JIrBUHOTO fABOpIia Ao ['7aBHOTrO ABOPIla Oblla coequHeHa U3HyTpu. COIHIIE BEICOKO
IIOJHSJIOCh Hafl KOJIOHHAMH, CTOSIBIIMMU MeXAy OOJbITNMU ABOPLIAMHU.

ComnHile OBITO HACTOJIBKO CHIIBHEIM, YTO OH XMYPHIICS, IIPOXO/Is 10 3aTeHEHHOMY KOJIOHHaMM
KOPUOOPY, HO TTOT0MIa Bce PaBHO ObI/Ia XOPOLIeH.

KapMYH OBLII OTBJIEYEH CBOMM HETIOHSATHBIM YYBCTBOM, 4YTO JazKe He IMOYYBCTBOBAJI KI'y4ero
COJIHEYHOTI'0O CBE€Ta Ha CBOHX III€KaX.
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[Tpsimo mepep ['TaBHBIM OBOPIIOM OH CTOJIKHYJICS C HEOXKUIAHHON QUTYPOH.

KapMmyH HaxMypuics, KaK TOJIbKO 3aMETHUII ABE QUTYPHI.

"I[laBHO He BUOeNKCh, Balle BenugecTtro".

'epuor Toppe, 3a KOTOPEIM OH CTPOTO CJIEAUJI CO BPEMEH OXOTHUYBLET'0 COCTSA3aHUsI, OYCTUI TOJIOBY,
Kak TOJIbKO 3aMeTus KapmyHa.

PsgoMm ¢ HUM cTOsi/Ia HMIIepaTpHUuIila }KOSG(l)I/IHa, KOTOpPad CJIerKa IIPUIIOOHAJIA IIJIaThe, YTOORI



IIOIIPHUBETCTBOBATE CBOET0 My2Kad.

"MiMnepaTpuiia, 04eHb IPUSATHO CIIy4aliHO YBUIETh Bac 30eCh".

KapMmyH He yMes TOBOPUTH B OTBET.

XKozednna HamopIuia 106, KOraa OH CIPOCHUII, I0YeMy OHa IIPUILIA CI0a B HAa3HAYEHHOE BpEMS
ouepenHOTo coOpaHus.

"Korfa s mompocuia ee BCTPETUTLCS CO MHOM, OHa He Tepsis BpeMeHu 6exXara Ciofila 3a CBOUM
oToM".

"IMa. Y uMIepaTpuIlsl JOJIXKHO ORITE CBOOOIHOE BPEMSI [T 3TOr0".

2KozeduHa KOPOTKO B3NOXHYJa, COEPKUBAs KejlaHrue Bo3pa3uTh. OOHAKO PYKH, [epxkKaBllre 100Ky,
OBLIM CUIBHBIMHU, YTO TOBOPUJIO O TOM, YTO €€ FOPHOCTh CHJIHHO ySI3BJIeHa.

KapMmyH oTBepHYyIach, 6pOCHB B3I Ha €€ BpeMs.

"Bamre Benuuectso...."

BusTep ¢ X&KanocThio mocMoTpen Ha 2Ko3eduHy, KOTopas ITOIBepriiach XKeCTOKOMY 06paIleHnIo Ha
TNTa3ax y repiora Toppe.

Iaxxe Bustep He 3Ha/ MPUYKUHEL, II0 KOTOPOM UMIIepaTOp TaK HEHaBUIE UMIEepaTPHILY.

XOTSt OH ¥ IPU3HAJICS B CBOEM IIPOKJIITHH, HO IepzKaJl BCe B TallHE M HUYETO APYTroro eMy He CKa3all.

B 3TOT MOMEHT CBHEIIBIE I'JIa3a I'eplora Toppe YCTPEMHUIIUCH Ha BH3Tepa. OHu OBUIM 04EHb
CTPAIIHBIMU X XOJIOOHBIMHA, HAIIOMHUHAA €My MOPO3 B PA3TrdP 3UMHEI.



"You're...."

B atot momeHT repuor Toppe oYt OTKPBUI poT. KapMyH, KOTOPBINM BHE3AIIHO CAesiall LIar Ha3am u
00xBaTH/I pyKaMu Tanuio Buecrtepa, Kak Obl EMOHCTPUPYS UX.

"Bamre Benuuectso!"

Korga Bu3atep ynuBieHHO BCKPUKHY, KapMyH mep3K0 yasIOHYICS ¥ TPo0opMoTai: "ITo mpukas".

BuaTtep Ol omapalneH ¥ He MOT ITogo0paTh CJI0B, TO XKe caMoe caejanu repior Toppe u 2Ko3eduHa.

3T10 IIPAaKTUYECKH OH II0JIOKHUII KOHEeIl CIIyXdM.

Haxe repror Toppe, KOTOPHIN BEJT TSXKEIYIO TOTUTUYECKYIO KU3HB, BHITIIANEN 04EHb CMYIIEeHHBIM, 1
I[BET ero JuIla OBbIJT KPDACHBIM.

"Coap Buarep, BBl MOXKETE BOUTH IEPBEIM".

Bu3aTep ObUI 03afiadyeH, ¥ €To JIUII0 ITOKPAcHEe0, KOTla OH OIYCTUJI CIIUHY, YTOOL! TPOIIeNTaTh.

HesaBucumo ot Toro, Ovlia u CTpaHa BEJIMKOM UM HET, 3TOT0 He JOJIXKHO OBIIO HpOPIBOfITH.

"¢l momkeH cepbe3HO CKa3aTh eMy, YTOOHI OH TakK He feran”.

Pa3mrlingsa Tak, BU3Tep CKII0OHUII TOJIOBY.



B rnazax >K03e(1)I/IHI:I OH Ka3aJICS JIACKOBBLIM II0 OTHOIIIEHHUIO K CBOEH BO3/TI00JIEHHOM, M OHA M30 BCEX
CHUJl CTapajlaChk YCTPEMUTE HA HUX OCTpBIﬁ B3TJIA0, KaK 6YJITO BEHEI Ha €€ I'/la3aX BOT-BOT JIOIIHYT.

Kak Th cMeellb Tak BeCTu ce0s1 B MOeM IIPUCYTCTBUU?

910 O8I0 caMoe Gobilioe 0CKOpOIeHNe, KOTOPOe OHa Kormaa-nubo moydasna B cBoel XKu3HU. [1ouTu
BCE OCKOPOJIEHNs, KOTOPHIE OHA MOJIyYHIa B CBOEH XKM3HH, CKOPEe BCEr0, UCXOTUIM OT e€ MyXa.

2Kozeduna ynbibHymaCs.

"Haha...."

[Toxa BusTtep y6eras, yToOk 130€KaTh WX, OH CTOJIKHYJICS C Teo, KOTOPHIN CTOSJI C IIOKAPOBAHHBIM
JIUIIOM BJaJleKe.

Teo ObIT eMUHCTBEHHBIM BCIIOMOTATEIbHLIM IIOMOIITHUKOM, KOTOPHIM paboTas Mol ero HayaIoM.

EMy mmoka3asoch, 4YTO OH TOJIbKO YTO YTO-TO YBU[EJ, HO OblI0 OB KaTacTpodoi, ecu Obl TapeHb
ybexar.

Benpb oH OB OMHUM U3 ABYX IOMOIIHUKOB, Pab0OTaBIINX Ha CTOPOHE UMIIEPATOPa, KOTOPHIM JOJIKeH
OBbLJI PYKOBOZIUTEL OOUH OTHEJN, COCTOSIINY U3 NECATH YeJIOBEK.

BusTtep, KOoTOpsIH cobupasncs BoUTH B [TaBHBEIN ABOPEL], IIOBEPHYJICS U MOAOIIeN K Teo.

"Coap Teo".

HWMeHHO B 9TOT MOMEHT. Teo BAPYT Ha4all MYYUTHECA ¥ HEPEITUTEIIEHO oTOexkam OT Hero.

"Cop Teo?"



"9... 9 Huyero He 3Harw...!"

OH melCTBUTENIBHO Havas yOerarth.

"Cap Teo! IToxanyiicTta, He yOeraiiTe oT MeHs! MHaue 51 He IPUMY Ballle 3asiBieHue 00 oTCTaBKe!".

BusTtep OB paccTpoeH, IOTOMY YTO He MOT yTHaThCs 3a Teo, KOTOPHIX yOeran OT HEro.

[Tepen HuM Obin Teo, KOTOPHIM yOerar, a mo3agy Hero CIIOPUIM UMIIEPATOp, UMIIepaTPHUIla U TECTh
UMIepaTopa.

B3mox BeIpBasiCcst U3 €ro ry0 IIpu MBICTIA O TOM, CKOJIbKO BHUMAHMS OH IIPUBJIEYET K cebe Ha
IIPeJCTOsIIEe perynasipHou accaMmbiee.
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"9TO MPOCTO CMEIIHO".

['eprior Toppe OTKPHINT POT MOCPEay HEeJIOBKOM aTMOCHEDHI.

OH He CKpPHIBAJI CBOETO HEOBOJILCTBA, IMAAsA Ha KapMyHa, KOTOPHIM BO BCeM Bes ce0st U3BpalleHHO.

"Tel mazke ogHAXKMOBI OBLT CMEIoH. Pa3Be TH He BCETfa CIIBIIIUIIL OT OPYTUX, YTO TH CUIIbHEE MEHS,
uMmImeparopa?"

KapMYH TOBOPHUII 3TO C JIETKUM XMYPHIM BhEIPDA2KEHUEM JINIIA, YHI:I6a${CB JINIIb YI'OJIKOM PTa.

Korpga moporrio BpeMsi 04epegHoro cobpanus, HECKOJIbKO MUHUCTPOB CTOSJIM ¥ BXOofia B ['TTaBHBIN
IBOpeII.



KpomMme Toro, cryKaHKH IIOCTOSTHHO ITePeIBUTaIACh, TI03TOMY Tepuor Toppe He MOT IefCTBOBATh
HeoOyMaHHO.

KapmyH, ummnepaTop, Ka3anoch, BooOIle He oOpalijai Ha HUX BHUMaHUS.

"Bamie BenuuecTBo, BEI 3HAETE, YTO UMIIEPHS C TBEPOBEIM JBOPSHCTBOM MOXKET CTaTh 6oraTou?"

Kazanocse, 4TO OH IEeMCTBUTENHHO OyMa€eT, 4TO OaeT COBET, TOBOPA 3TO.

JIo6 KapMyHa HaMOpIIHUIICS OT CJI0OB repuora Toppe.

'‘PagyeT, 4TO ThI MOXKEIIb BEIPa3UTh 3TO IIPABUJIBHO'.

T'eprior Toppe GbIT MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIM JBOPSIHUHOM, CYLIECTBOBABIIKMM €Ile CO BpeMeH IIPaBIeHus
mpensoyiero uMmneparopa Moensbepra.

B To BpeMs u mo cuX IOp OH ObIJT IJIaBOM MBOPSHCTBA. [IBOPsSIHE OTHOCUIIKCH K repIory Toppe ¢
HaubOJIbIIIEH OCTOPOKHOCTHIO U3-3a €T'0 CHJIbHOM BJIACTH ¥ CEMbH B TO BpeMsI, KOTTla UMIIEPATOP
HAXOOUJICS B KPUTUUECKOM COCTOSTHUH.

XoTs ceryac MyXK4YWHa Jejiall BUO, 9TO IIOTEPsJI CBOX KOI'TH, OH 3HAJI, YTO TOT IIPOCTO IIPpsAYE€T CBOU
OJIMHHBIE KOI'TU 110 STHMHMU JIallaMH.

"BepHO. ITO X0pOIIO AT 6OraToM CTPaHH".

[To kakoi-To npuunHe KapMyH IIMPOKO yIBIOHYICS, TOBOPS 3TO.

Vnri6ka KapMyHa BeI3Bajia MypallKy 110 TI03BOHOYHUKY repiiora Toppe, KOTHa OH IIJIaBHO
IIepPeMEeCTHUIICS ¥ BCTal IIepef ee N0Yephlo, 3aropaxuBas ee.



"Tak BOT moyeMy ThI BEIOpas B 2KeHHBI HeBeCTy Moero Opata OHfepoHa? Pagu GoraTcTBa CTpaHb?"

JIuto repuora Toppe no6negHesNo MPU 9TUX CI0BaX, 3a KOTOPEIMHU ITOCJIE0Bajla yCMeIIKa.

EMY OBITIO OYEHB JIETKO TOBOPHUTHE Belll, KOTOPEIE HUKTO HE OCMEJINBaJICA IIPOU3HOCUTE TaK
HEOCTOPOZKHO.

Korga repror Toppe riiy6oko B3noxHYy, 2Ko3edrHa 0TKphIIa POT ¥ CEPAUTEIM I'0JIOCOM IIPOU3HECTIA.

"...Bame Benuuectso...!"

"TloueMy TH TaK oOpalliaelIbcs Ko MHe? KaxeTcs, 51 cKa3aja TO, 4YTO He [I0/KHa Obljla TOBOPUTH".

Capka3M KapMmyHa Ha 9TOM He 3aKOHYMUJICS.

OH u He AOyMaJl UCIIPABJIATE IIJIOXYIO KPOBE ME2XKIOY HUMHU TPEMI.

B wactHOCTH, KapMyH, oxXoxe, 1 He cOOUPaCs ee UCIIPaBIIATh.

Cxkopee, Ka3aj0Ch, YTO OH COOHpPAETCs ele 6OoIbIle 3aTSHYTh PaHy U TOBECTH ee [0 Pa3IpakeHus.

"KaxerTcs, 1 HeIpaBUIBHO ITIOHUMAal0 3HaUeHUE TBEPHOOCTH 37eCh".

"Orel, BB MoXKeTe uaT. OCcTaBasich 371€Ch, BHl He YCIIBIIIATE HUUEr0 XOPOIIero".

2Ko3eduHa mouyBcTBOBaIa Ha ce0e B3TJISAB OKPYKAIOMIUX U MOTSHYIa OTIa 3a PyKas.

Fepuor Toppe IIOHHMaAJI, YTO CTAJIKUBATHCA OPYT C APYI'OM BOT TdK Ha yJIHIIE OBLIIO M3JTHIITHE.



OpHako OH HHYETo He MOT CHeJaTh, IIOCKOJIBKY HEeJaBHO OTKa3aJICA OT BCEX BCTPEY.

'epror Toppe 1IEIKHYI S36IKOM U IIONIPOIIAJICSA C UMIIEPATOPOM.

"CKOpO yBUAMMCS Ha O4epeqHOM coOpaHuu".

"KoneuyHno".

2Ko3eduHa npuKycuia HUKHIOW T'y0y.

He kTo uno#, kak KapmyH, ymosun Temn 2Ko3euHbl, KOorfa oHa cobupaack BEPHYTHCS BO JBOPEI]
IIOCJIe PA3JyKU C OTIIOM.

"2Koseduna."

"Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo".

OHa noBepHYyJach 1 fana oTBeT. JIuio KapmMyHa coBceM He COOTBETCTBOBAJIO TEILJION IIOTOZE.

Ilaxe BbIOTA B cepegrHe 3UMEI Ka3ajlaCh TeIlJIee.

"¢1 Bcerma roBOpIO 9TO, HO S HaM Tebe pPa3BOfl, €CIIM TH KOTrma-HUOYOb IOXKeIaellb 9Toro".

XKoseduHa o6epHyIach ¥ pacTepsiIack.

Ona 3Hama, 4To 3TO OBI710 OBI HEBEIKJIMBO 10 OTHOLIEHHUIO K HMIIEPATOPy, HO BCe, 9YTO OHa MOT'JId
coeliaTh B 3TOT MOMEHT, 9TO BECTH cebst KaK MOXKHO BeXJIHUBee U He YOapUTh KapmyHa IIpsiMO B JIMIIO.



"...Bonbioe cracubo 3a 3TH ciioBa".

[Tocne oxoTHHYBLETO (heCTHUBAST HECKOJILKO IHEeH Hal3ajl, Ka3aJioCh, YTO OH 3alllesl CIUIIKOM JaeKo.

OH Ka3zacs 6e32KaJloCTHHIM, CJIOBHO He CO6I/IpaJ'IC5{ OobIlle OTCTABATH OT Hee.

Tem He MeHee, }K036(1)I/IHa He COﬁI/IpaJ'IaCL YXOOUTH C 3TOH JOJIXKHOCTH.

Ocob6eHHO KOI7la OHA YBUfEJIa HAJIOXKHUIY DIUT B eT0 00BSATHUSX, OHA ellle 6o/iee TBEPHO peluia He
OTITyCKaTh €To.

'‘Komy g nepepam 3Ty OOIKHOCTH?

JIu1o >K03€(1)I/IHBI YZKaCHO no6eqHesno, Korga oHa BO3BpalllajiaCbk BO OBOPEII.

Ee pyku TpsICTIUCH, KaK OyATO OHa GBIZIa PacCTpOeHa, OHa CHIIbHO 3aKyCHJIa HUKHIOI I'y0y, Kak OyaTo
OHA MOJXKHa OBbITIa JIOMHYTH B TI000M MOMEHT.

'"THI DOJIZKEeH OBLI IIOATOTOBUTLCS, KOTHA TAIlMII MEHS BHU3'.

2Kozeduna, KoTopas HUKaK He MOTJIa CIIPaBUTLCS CO CBOMM T'HEBOM, 'POMKO 3aKpHuyasia, Kak TOIbKO
CTYTIMJIa BO [IBOPEI], I7ie HUKOT0 He ObIJI0 BUAHO.

"Kak TBI Mora... Kak TH Moria..."

Bup 2Ko3eduHs!, gpoxKaliei 1 BHIIECKUBAOIIEH CBOM I'HEB, OBIT YPE3BEIYAWHO JIEOEHSIIINM.

['nsaps Ha MepenoIHeHHYI0 THEBOM UMIIepaTPUIly, CIyKaHKU HaOJIofany 3a Hell, TahkOM YCKOJb3ast
OT ee TIas3.



B atoT MomeHT rna3a 2Ko3epuHB BHE3aTHO OTKPLUTHUCE.

"Hemenenno no3osute Ilepsyro Hanoxuuiy! Beictpee!"

CoBHO OTOHB BCIIBIXHYJI Ha UX HOTAX, CIyXKaHKU OPOCUIIUCH 3BaTh JPCY.
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BusTep, KoTopslii Oexain 3a Teo, Korpga TOT yoerasa OT Hero, 3alblxajICs ¥ OCTaHOBUJICS Ha IIyTH,
YTOOBI BIOXHYTh.

Kak u 0xKumganocs, ero (1)I/I3I/I‘-IGCK8.H CHJIa OTJIN4YallaCh TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OH OBLTT Ha HECKOJILKO JIET
MOJIOZXKE.

OH 3ambIXacs, IIOTOMY YTO KaXX[bIi JeHb TOpYas B oduce, 3aHUMASICh TOJIBKO OyMaxKHOM paboToH,
HO B KauecTBe X000u yBJIeKaJiCs BllafleHuEeM MEYOM.

"Teo!"

BI/I3Tep, He B cuyax 0osbIne 6exKaTh, T'POMKO BEIKPDHUKHYII UM Teo.

Briiinst u3 I'maBHOTO IBOpIla, OHU BOIIIM B Cajl CO CTOPOHEI PHIITApCKOT0 TPEHUPOBOYHOIO 3aa.

3HaJI 11 OH BOOOIIE, rae HaXOMUTCA?

9TO0 OBIII TMYHBIN Caf HMIIepaTopa, HO Teo, Ka3asnocs, ele He 3aMeTUJI 3TOrO.

‘MEI TOIXKHEI yexaTh KaK MOXKHO CKOpee'.



OH He 3HAaJl, YTO eIl YCIILIIINT, €CIIA CTy4YalHO BCTPETHUT APYTHUX.

"XBaTuTt yberars...."
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