[Ilaru 311 K KOMHATe IOATOTOBKYU OBLIY OYEHB JIETKUMU.,

OHa He gyMmana, 4To ee x03suH (XeneH) conran er. Ee X03s1H He OB TAKUM Y€JIOBEKOM.

Torga ecTh TOMBKO OfHAa Belb. [0 3aMKy Opoguna cobaka 6e3 KIUUKUA. ITO ObLI MEHOK UMIIEpaTopa
110 uMeHu Jlyu.

Kak Tombpko momu Bumenu 6eryiero JIyu ¢ ero 4epHOU MEepCThI0, OHU HUKOTAa He MOTJIX 3a0HITh €ro.

OH mo0un nofeit u modun 6POJUTD ITOBCIOAY.

"Ho on 6uxke K co0ake, 4eM K I1eHKy. OH o4yeHb O0IbIIoN".

"4 coporry ee mo3xe".

Onnu nopgyMara, 4To, BO3MOXKHO, IIIEHOK MOXKET CTaTh KJII0YOM K YCIIeXy UMIlepaTopa U ee X03sKuHa
JnuTa. (JJeH - o UMeHeM JDMOUT).

Ecnm ee X0351MH CMOXKET BHIIEYUTD PaHEeHOTI 0 II€HKa, BO3MO2KHO, HMIIEPATOP IIOKaXKeET CBOE JIUIIO.

ViMmepaTop X0JI0OHO OTKA3bIBaJICS HaBeIllaTh CBOMX HAJTOKHUIL KAXK/IbIHM IeHb, HO €CJIH ee X03SIUH
CMOXKET BBIIEYUTD JIyrca, KOTOPOr'0 UMIIEPATOP JIeJesiy, IIPOCTO Pa3....

'Y MeH4d Xopolliee IpeayyBCTBUE..."

[Taru Snu MO HAMPABIEHUIO K IMTOATOTOBUTEILHOM KOMHATE CTAHOBUIIUCH BCe ORICTPee U OhICTpee.
CyacTnuBas ynbeI0Ka pacibliach Mo ee JIHIy.



B aToT MoMeHT XeseH BCTaja C KPOBATH ¥ TAaHKOM ITOJIOKHKJIA B KOP3UHY HECKOJIBKO 3aKycoK. OHa He
3HaJa, 0 YeM AyMajia JJIjIH, HAmpaBysasich B KOMHATY AJIS MTOATOTOBKH.

"BoT Baime nekapcTBo, genu".

Kpyrnast 6aHKa B pyke OIu.

4 ckasana "mekapcTBO AJId paH', U OHa Jajla MHE Ma3b.

"Brl y2Ke BepHY/IUCH? BBl MOXKeTe UATU MEIJIEHHO, €CJIU XOTHUTE...

"Tel cOOMpAEIIbCS MTPOTYIATHCS CETOOHS BeuepoM?"

OueBUIHO, I'1a3a JJIJIX CBEPKHYIIN.

"Hert, 1 He moupgy".

"Tlouemy Ovl u HeT!"

IIA?II

Onnu OBlJIa 03agadeHa.

XeJeH TOJIBKO YTO cojirajia JJiyid, YTOOH ee He y3HallU.

"¢l coplara, 4To IEHOK MOPaHuiICs. Pa3Be T He [OIXKHA BBIJIEYUTH €TI0 KaK MOXKHO cKopee?"
(9mn)



"Ma, HyXkHO." (XemneH)

"Torma, BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTaJIO, IPOTYISUTECHh CETOOHS ellle pa3. {1 cerogHs e IIPUTOTOBITIO s
Te0s TOJICTYI0 KyPTKY, UYTOOHI THI He 3aMep3Jia HOYbI0",

"TlousiTHO."

XeneHn KHWBHYJIA C 03aJa9€HHEIM BEIDA2KEHHUEM JIXAIIA.

Kaxk Onnu Morna Tak OTHECTUCH K €e Be4epHeU MPOryJike?

XeseH mogyMarsa, 4To 3TO, II0 KpaliHel Mepe, obnerdyenue. Ecnu Obl Oy 3ampeTusa el UATH, OHa
He cMorJia OBl BEITOJTHUTE o0elllaHle, JTaHHOEe MyXKYUHe.

B To ke BpeMs el He XOTeJI0Ch OBITh TOM, KTO He CIIyIIaeT JJIIH.

"Ia, g moumy".

9T0 OBIIIO CKOPEE XOPOIIIO.

)%k

[Tocne yxoma Onnu XelleH Hafesna KyPTKY ¥ B3siyia B pyku ofestio. OHa Tak¥Ke MOJI0XKUIIA PYYKY U
YepHHUa B KOP3UHY, TOEe XPaHUIa MPOCThIe 3aKyCKH.

Tyna K€ OHa ITIOJIOZKHIIA U JIEKAapPCTBa.

XeneH OTKpPEUIA IBePb U BLICYHYJIa TOJIOBY HapyXy.



Y6enuBmrCh, YTO KOPUAOP IycT, XeyieH ObICTPO mobexkara.

OHa cWIBHO 3ambiXanack. Ho Ha mopore K OuOnuoTeke u3 IPUCTPOHMKH YaCTO COOMPAIOCh MHOTO
HaApOYy.

910 OBITIO0 BpeMst BOCXOMa JIYHbI, HO OBLI0 OB TPYOHO OOBSICHUTD, €C/Iu Obl KTO-TO YBUAEN, YTO OHA
BefleT ce0s1 TaKUM MOO03PUTEIIbHEIM 00pa3oM.

[TukHUK nocpeayu HOYU? ITO OBUIO OYEHDb MOJO3PUTEIIBHO.

"Xa... xa... 1 ymupato..."

XeJleH HaKOHeIl BCTalla, KOTfa IOoIIa g0 Bxona. Ee Horu OBIIM O4YeHb TSIXKeJIBIMHU, II0Ka OHa
IIOOHMMAJIACh II0 JIECTHHIIE.

Toncras KypTka 00JibIlle He TpUrofuiack. Ilocme 6era ObIJIO CIUIIKOM XKapKo.

XeJieH IOCTOSTHHO POHAJIA OfOedJio II0 Jopore, IOTOMY 4TO Oexasia Kak CyMacCIioeIiIas.

Ona YyBCTBOBaAJld ce0s1 MaJIeHLKOM NeBOYKOH, KOTOpPadA pacCCeIllialia KPOIIKKX B CKa3KaX.

HakoHer oHa mpuIina.

XeseH IIpuBeJia CBOXU BOJIOCHI B IIOPAAOK M OTKPHLIIA OBEPH B 6H6J’II/IOTeKy Ha BTOPOM 3TazKe.

OHa TpuITa HEMHOTO PaHbIe, YeM 00bIYHO. JTO 6110 criacu60 JJUTH 3a TO, YTO OHA YIIIA PAHBIIE.

" 3mecs..."



O=na He ycnesna 3aKOHUUTE (pa3sy.

[ToToMy 4TO, KaK TOJILKO OHA BOILIa B OMOIMOTEKY, MyKYUHA IIOTSAHYJ JJIEH 3a PYKY.

BHe3amHo ee 110 CHOBA YTKHYJIOCH B TPYOb MYKYUHEL

"Omn..."

OHa ygapuiiack HOCOM, ¥ 3TO OBIJIO OYeHb GOJIBHO.

OHa ynouBUIIaCh, T0YEeMY 3TOT MyXK4YMHA TaKOU HETEPIIEeJIUBLIU.

Bce Bemu u3 KOP3HKHEBI, KOTOPYIO OHA HECJIa, YIIaJIX Ha II0JI.

Brnarogaps omesinmy, KOTOPOe yIaio IepBHIM, Bellld He pa30UKiCh U He UCIadyKalllCh.

"IToueMy BHI TaK BHE3aIlHO OePHYJIU MeHA?"

XerneH ciaerka IIPUIIOOHSAJIA TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha MY2KYHWHY, CMYIIEHHAA TEM, UTO €€ IIPUXKHUMAIOT
K TpydoH, a MyXXK4YHHa KaK-TO TA2KEJIO OBIIINT.

"Yro nmpoucxogut?"

XeneH HEJIOBKO NOMHSAA PYKY U IIOXJI0Naia MyK4YUHY II0 CIIUHE.

ITart. IlaT.



C IIOBTOPEHUEM HeOOJIbIINX ITOXJIOIBIBAHUH OBIXaHWE MY2KYWHEI IIOCTEIIEHHO CTAaJI0O POBHBEIM.

"YTto-TO OLLIO HE Tak?"

"He 0r110".

"Torga mouemy?"

Y My4uHH He ObIJI0 0TBeTa. HOo 3TO He 03Ha4aso, 4To OH cOOMpasCcs OTIYCTUTh XeJIeH.

Brino CTPaHHO HaXOOUTLCS BOT TaK B €TI0 OG'LHTI/IFIX, XemneH OTCTPaHAJIaChk ¥ U3BHBAJIaCh B €r0 PYKaX,
TOJIKaJach ¥ Ouia ero 1o Ijie4aM, HO OH He OPOTHYII.

B KoHIle KOHII0B, OHa CHajach U 0CTajlaCh Ha MecCTe.

My}KCKOG TeIso ObIJIO He TaKUM VXK IIJIOXHM.

OHa 4yyBCTBOBaJa, YTO OH OBII IeCATUIETHUM pebeHKOM C OOJIbIIOoN GUTYPOH.

EMy HyXHa Oblla IOMOIb, eMy HyKHa Oblya 1acka. Y1 OH MHOTO CcMesics.

Ecnu Gl He KPYIIHOE TeJI0, OHa OBl IPUHSIA ero 3a pefeHKa.

"9TO 0YeHb CTPaHHO".

IToka XemneH ocTaBajach B €r0 O6’bHTI/IHX, Y MYyX4YUHEI OB CaMEIe Pa3HbIE€ MEBICJIH. C TOro MOMEHTa,
KadK OHa YIIJia BY€pa B€4ePpOM, MyK4YHMHa CTOMAJI I1epe ABEPhI0, CIIOBHO HEIOOBUKHBIN.

910 OBIIIO CUITBHOE YYyBCTBO OJId Y€JIOBEKa, KOTOPOro OH BCTpeYall BCETO OBa pa3a, U 3TO YyYyBCTBO HE



JaBaJI0O MyXK4YHHE IIOKO4.

Hpoumo HEMHOT'O BpeM€EHH II0CJIE €€ YyXOHa, HO €r0 PYKHU Y2Ke BCIIOTEJIN.

Ha maoHu, KOTOPYIO OH KPEMKO CKKUMaJ, YTOOBl He TIHYThCS K Hel, OTUETINBO BUIHEIUCH CIEOHl OT
HOT'TEH.

9710 6b1710 Ge3yMue. MyKYKHA OTOIIEN OT IBEPU U MOJOLIEN K OKHY.

‘{epe3 OKHO OH yBH[€EJI, KdK KE€HIIWHA HECKOJIBKO Pa3 OrJIAAbIBajlaChk. 9T0 OBIIO OYEHD MUJIO.

'Heyxkenu oHa 6ecriokouTcst 060 MHe?'

On YCMEXHYIJICs, KaK 6YI[TO B €TI0 MO3Ir'y 4TO-TO OTKPYTHUJIOCE.

3aTeM, Korfga OHa COBCEM CKDPBIJIaCh U3 BUAY, MyXK4YHXHA CEJI Ha IIO0JI.

On Hapesncs YBUOETE €€ CHOBA 3aBTPa BE4YE€POM.

UM BOT CHOBa HaCTymnusa HOYb.

Ho ero o6ox:keHHast KoXa IOJTHOCThIO 3aXKHUIa.

"¢l yBepeH, 4To BYepa MeHs paHUIn".

ITonXHOo OBITH, 3TO COH.



Ilaxe TO, 4TO OH BCTPETHUII 3TY KEHIIUHY, HOJIZKHO 6LITB, OBIJIO CHOM.

IonxH0 OBITH, 3TO OLLI COH, YTO OH II03BOJINI ceOe cOexXaTh U3 3TOH afCKoM OMOINOTEKH.

"¢1 Gombllle HUKOT A €e He YBUXKY".

TpeBora IIpuUIiljia CHOBA. brisla HOYB, ¥ OH 3HAJ, 4TO IIpUAEeT XKEeHIIHaA.

EMy X0Teoch BEPUTD, YTO 3TO He coH. OH yCTal OT TOBTOPEHUS CBOEM KU3HU U XOTeJl BEIOpaThCs
oTcrofa.

OH X0TeJs CHOBa yBUEThH Ty XKEHIIKWHY, KOTOpas cKasaja eMy, YTO OH MOXKeT cOexXaTb.

OH 3HaJ, 4YTO BpeMs [JIs ee IMpuUxofa elle He mpunuio. OHa Bcerga MPUXOAuIa, KOraa ayHa Obiia
BEICOKO B Hebe U OLIJI0O COBCEM TEMHO.

Ho TyT 0H ycblman rge-To mopox.

My}K‘-II/IHa BCKOYHUIJI CO CBOETO MeCTa, HAIIPAXKEHHO BCITYIINBAsCh.

"9T10 oHA".

2KeHmuHa, KOTOpas MpHUIIa HaMHOTO PaHblle 00bYHOT0, 6eKaa 0KUBJIEHHO, Kak O6YyOTO 3a Hel
YTO-TO THAJIOCh.

U uTo GBI 3TO HU OBIIIO B €€ pyKax, OHO OBbLJIO CIUIIKOM OOJIBIIKMM, YTOOH OHA MOTJIa €T0 yaepXkKaTthb. A
B OOHOY PYKe OHa [lake KPeIlKo fepKaya KOP3uHy. Bo3M0OXKHO, 3T0O OBIJIO TOTOMY, YTO OHA B3siJIa C
Cco0OH CIIMIIIKOM MHOI'O Bellen.

Osna BCe BpeMsi POHATIA OOeATIO0. [ToToM OHa OCTAaHOBUJIACH, ITOMHSIIA OMESJI0 U CHOBA mobexkaia.



"MUIHHA .....

ITO 01esIyIo MOJIXKHO OBITH OIS HETO.

OHa KaXIhIi Pa3 CIIpalliiBajla €ro, He X0JIOOHO JIK eMYy.

OHn oTBeYasn, 4To €My COBCEM He XO0JIOOHO, HO OHa, HaBE€PHOE, BOITHYETCA.

Korpa oH yzke He MOT BUOETDH €€ Yepe3 OKHO, MyKUKMHa ITOCIIEIIN K IBEPHU.

Ee cepane CTpaHHO KOJIOTHUIIOCK.

Ona Onln1a eJII/IHCTBeHHOfI, KTO MOT TIOMOYb EMY 130aBUTHLCS OT ITOM y}KaCHOfI TPEBOT'H.

[Tomorrio BpeMsi puUxofia XKEHIITUHEI, HO OHa He TOSIBIISIIaCh.

"V MeHd rajunonuHanuu? Heyxenu g OKOHYaTeJIbHO CXOXKY C yMa?"

..Ha....

3a 3TO0 KOPOTKOE BPeEMS TeplieHre MYKUYUHBI NCCIKIIO.

“TCK,"

MyxunHa rpy0o LMIeIKHY S35KOM. EMy OBITIO CTPAaHHO HECTIOKOMHO.

Bcesikuit pa3, Korzia OH CMOTPEJI Ha CBO€ OKUBIIIEe TeJI0 ¥ Ha UOeaabHOe COCTOSIHUE OubIMoTeKN



IIoCJie TOrO, KakK OH IIOIIBITAJICAd YHUUYTOXKHUTE €€, OH OyMaJl, 4TO, BEPOATHO, OH y2K€ MEPTB.

"MoxkeT OBITh, S YK€ MepPTB, MOKET ObITh, 5 IPOKIIAT".

Myzk4rHa II0OYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO BCe 0OJIbIle MOTPyKaeTcsl BO ThMy, KOTOPasl BTOpraiiach B HETO.

"TloxkanyicTa, BXOOuTe ckopee... [Toxanyucra..."

B aTo BpeMsi, K CH4aCThIO, OH yCIIBIIIAII ObIXaHN € XKEHIMWHEL 3a OBEPBIO.

Kaszanoch, oHa 1epeBOUT AbixaHKe. Eif He HYKHO OBIIIO OeflaTh 3TO CHapyxku. OHa Morja IIpoCTo
BOUTH U CHeaTh 3TO BHYTPH.

9TO 3aHJI0 BCETO HECKOJIBKO CEeKyH[.

Kax TO/IpKO OH 0CO3Hal IIPUCYTCTBHE KEHIMNHEI 3da 3TO KOPOTKOE BPEMS, TbMa, IIOTJIOIIABIIAad €TI0,
ncyeaja.

OH CrnoTHYIL.

IIBEpb OTKPBIIACh, ¥ XKEHIIWHA BOIIIA.

IIA?II

OH BOpYT MOTSIHYI €€ 3a PYKY, u ee "OyMaromnono6Hoe TejIo" CIUIIKOM JIETKO [T0JAI0Ch K HEMY.

"Omn..."

OHa BCKpUKHYJa OT 00/IH, KOT[Ia €e HOC YIAPHUIICS O €r0 IPYyIb.



EMy OBIJIO 2KaJIh, HO OH BCe PaBHO pEUINJI COeIaTh YTO-TO IIJI0OX0€.

OH XO0TeJI IONEeJIUTLCS ee TeIlJIOM, XO0TSA OB HEMHOTO.

"TToueMy THI BOPYT NOTSAHYJI MEHS?"

2KeHIMHA BHITISIAEIA CMYIIEHHOM.

3aTeM OHa IOTpeInasna ero 1o CIuHe CBOEX MUJIONW PYKOU.

XoTs OHa MPOTSIHYJA PYKH, OHA He MOTjia 00XBAaTUTh CIIMHY MYXKYUHBI.

9TO ToKe OBIJI0O MUJIO, ¥ OH OOHSIJI JKEHINKUHY ellle Kpemye.

"Cnacu0o, 4TO mmpuIa'.

'‘Moii criacuTessb, IOXKalIyucTa, II0OXKEPTBYH pafu MEHS elle HEMHOIO'.

)%k

"TloueMy THI cHesan 3To paHblIe?"

"MHe Xxab..."

CerogHs MyXK4YKWHaA OBLT elje MeHee CHUJIbHBIM.

OH 0wl OoJIee ITOMABIIEH U BAJ, 4eM OOBIYHO.



CTpaHHO, HO OH HE CMOTPEIJI B I'JIa34d, KakK 0OBIYHO, HO 9TO HEe IIOMeIIIajio €My CXBATHUTH ITOOOJI 100KH
XeJseH U KaJlo0HO CMOTPETH, KOT'da XerneH cena p4AOOM C HUM.

"Kyma Tel upgems?"

"4 uny 3a ogessoMm....".

"4 npunecy. Cagucs."

IIJ:[a.II

XeJieH CHOBa ceja.

B s3TOoT MOMEHT MY2K4YWHA BREITJTIAOE]I HEMHOT'O CUMIIATUYHBIM.

CUMITaTUYHOCTb QUTYPHI 3aKITI0YaIach B TOM, YTO OH GOSITICS, YTO OHA UCUYE3HET UITH YTO-TO B 9TOM
pome.

Bornee Toro, 9T0 GBI IEPBEIY Pa3, KOT{a OHa BCTPETHUIA KOT0-TO, KOMY OHa Oblyta HykHa. OHa Bcerma
Oblyia OecIIoIe3HLIM YeI0BEKOM.

[ITexu XeJieH OKpacHENH, ¥ OHa e[JBa CMOTJIa CKPHITh Y/IBIOKY, KOTOpasi BRIpBajach us ee ryo.

“YT0 BHI TaK OCTOPOXKHEI?"

Myx4rHa, KOTOPHEIY BEPHYJICS pPaHbIlle, YeM OHA YCIIella MIOAyMaTh, TIOJIOKUIT OflesiI0 Ha OJUBaH U
KOP3UHY Ha CTOJ.

Ona IIPpOBEpPHUIIa KOP3UHY U, K CH4ACThIO, HA OOUH U3 ITPEOIMETOB HE OBIT CJIOMaH.



"Huyero cTpaliuHoro”.

""Unu croma. [Jepxkuck Onmxke Ko MHE".

"OM, u3BUHUTE..."

[lTexu XeneH cTanu SIPKO-KpacHBIMU. MyxxunHa 00H:AT ee, KaK OyoTo OHa Oblya Kykioi. Kak OyaTo
CHUIeTh IIeUOM K IIedy OBUIO HeJOCTaTOYHO, My>KUKMHAa CHOBa IIPUCJIOHWIICA K ee IIedy.

'Yo... mekoTHO'.

910 OBITIO0 HE TOJILKO ITOTOMY, YTO €TI0 BOJIOCH LIEKOTaJIU ee TT0og00POIO0K, IIJIeUH U KITIOYUHIIHL.

Opun YTOJIOK €€ Irpyon OBLTT XKECTKUM U ITEKOTaJICA B KaKOM-TO HEM3BECTHOM MECTE.

XeneH HEOOBSICHUMO CXKaja KyJlaK M IIOJIOZKHUJIA €r0 Ha Ccepane.

'/l He 3HalO, moueMy g Takad...?'

Ee ceppnue GereHo 6Uoch.

'YT0 cO MHOHU He Tak?'

XeneH NOJI0XKWIa PYKY Ha CepAlle U HAYero He CKa3ana. MyKunHa IOOHSJI TOJI0BY.

"Bl 60/1BHEL?"



IIA?II

"V Te6s KpacHOe uI".

Myxx4uHa OIPOTAHYJI PYKY ¥ HaKpPHLI JIULO XeJleH CBOeU JIaflOHbIO.

IoBonbHO GOMbIIAs PyKa MYyKYUHBEL CMOTJIa OBICTPO HAKPHITH JIUI0 XeJIeH OOHOU PYKOH.

"TloueMy THI TakKasl MajieHbKasa?"

"UT0 3HAQUUT, I MaJjieHbKasd...?"

Korpga My2XK4YKWHa YCTAaBHJICA Ha Hee, cepane XeJleH 3aK0JIOTUJIOCH CUJIbHEE.

"dto cnyuyunocs?'

Ona 6vICTpPO TIONBITAIAaCh U30€eKaTh €T0 B3TJISAAA, HO ee 1Ky Ipuxkalla MyXKCcKas pyKa, AepKaBIias
ee JIHIIO.

"OTtoyctu".

IIJ:I;a.II

MyxuuHa 6e3 po6ieM OTIIYCTHII ee JIULIO.

"Ho... d crpamuBaio Ha BCSIKUU Clly4al... BBl Beib COBEPIIEHHOIETHAS?"

)%k
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