PriooH 00Hapyku cebs mapsaumM B KaxkyIieMcs 6eCKOHEYHEIM OTPOMHOM IIPOCTPaHCTBE.
[TpocTpaHCTBO OBITIO TEMHBIM, HO OH SICHO BUeN "TeMHOTY". OH MOT SICHO BUJIETh CBOE TEJI0, HO BCE
oCTasIbHOE OBLJI0 MPOCTO TeMHLIM. [T0Ka OH pa3MBIIIISAI HaJ 9TOM CUTyalllel, OH IOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
€ro TeJlo Me[lJIEHHO OIIyCKaeTCs.

OH He 3HAJI, CKOJIbKO BpeMEeHH IIPOIIIIO C TEX IOP, KaK OH OB B 3TOM MECTe, HO OH 3HaJI, YTO eMy
HY2KHO BHIOpaThCs oTciofga. Kak TonbKO OH OKa3ascs 3[eCh, OH 3aMETHUJI OOHY Belllb: ero IoJIoBHAs
00JTb ITOJTHOCTHIO MCYe3/la. BCKope OH MpHU3eMIIUIICS Ha I'Iafkuii moji. KpoMe cBoero tena, OH MOT
BUMIETH TOJIBKO TEMHOTY.

'T'me 3TO MECTO?' CIIPOCHUIT OH B ITOCIIEOHUM Pa3.
[3T0 TBOE Ccepaue].

HeoxXugaHHO OH IOJTy4MII OTBET. ['0710C OBIST HESICHBIM U Hey3HaBaeMbIM. OH MOMBITAICSA HaUTH
MCTOYHUK T0JI0Ca, HO, K COXKaJlIeHH1o, He CMOT. TeM He MeHee, OH OB pag 00HAPYKHUTb, YTO €0
IIPUBEJIH CIOfla He ITPOCTO TaK, 6€3 BCSKOU MPUYUHLL ¥ JIOTUKH.

"TwI - cuctema?"
[Het. 4 He cucteMma.]

"Torga KTo TH?" X0Ts PpI09H U crrpocus 06 9TOM, OH OBbIIT YBEPEH, YTO MOJIYYUT TUO0 TYMaHHBIN
oTBeT, 1160 BOOOIIe He TIOJTyYUT OTBETA.

[He Bare meno, B JAHHBIA MOMEHT. |

'‘3HauuT, 9TO NocnenHee'. Pbl09H OTIAAENICS U CKPECTUII HOTH, CUOd Ha IJIafkKoM Ioy. "B Takom
cJjly4ae, 4YTO MMEHHO MeHs BOJIHYeT B JaHHBIM MOMEHT?"

[Barnsap Buepen. ]

"¢] He 3HAIO, HA YTO 5 JOJIXKEH CMOTPETh, KpOMe OOBIYHOM TEMHOTHL... B 9TOM MeCTe, HO 5T BCe PaBHO
norpoOyro". [TogHSB rofloBy, OH ITOCMOTpen Brepen. OH CMOTpesI, He MUTast, HECKOJIbKO CeKYHI.

Bce, uTO OH MOT BUOETH - 3TO TEMHOTA.
"fl HUYero He MOTY Pa3rIggeTh."
[CMOTpH BHEMATEIHHO. ]

"Xoporro." OH cHOBa ITOCMOTPET Biepeq. 'Hudero, KpoMe TEMHOTEHI, HE BUOHO... ax.' Cpenu
0eCKOHeYHOI ThMBI OH MOT BUAETh 0UeHb MaJIeHbKYIO TOUKY CBeTa, HO OHA CIIMIIKOM Masna. Ecnu He
MIPUCMATPUBATHCS, TO HEBOOPYKEHHEIM I'JTa30M ee He Pas3TisifieTh.

"f Buxy urto-To. YTO 3TO?"

[3T10 THI.]

] - n

[Toxarnyiicta, ToBOpU 4eTKO". Ppi09H HeHaBuzeln nonobHsle punocodckue Gecensl.

[To ero cioBaM, FOBOPUTE TAaKUM 00pa30M - 3HAYUT YKIIOHSATHCS OT OTBETa Ha Bompoc. OTBeT,
KOTOPHIM a7l HEU3BECTHBHIM T'0JI0C, MOXKHO MCTOJIKOBAThH IT0-PA3HOMY.



[3T0 THI cam. TBOM BOCIIOMHUHAHUS. B HUX CONEPKUTCS MPUYMHA TBoer 0oy, [laBai, BO3bMHU €T0.]

"KoHeuHO". Ppi03H IIOUTH MTHOBEHHO BCTAJl ¥ Hadasl UATH K CBETY. Y Hero He OBIJI0O BpeMEHU TPaTUTh
BpeMs Ha 3To MecTo. OH Bce erle pa3dupancs ¢ X. XoTs y Hero ObUIO YyBCTBO, UTO U OH, U [leHHU
ceryac B 6€301acHOCTH, OCTaBaThCS 3[1€Ch HAMIOJITO He KaXKeTCs XOPOIIM BapruanToM. KpoMe Toro,
0110 OB 3[I0POBO, €CJTK OBl OH Y3HAJ MPUYKUHY CMEPTEIbHON CafiuCTCKOM T'OJIOBHOM GOJIH.

XoTs Kakve "BOCIIOMUHAHUA" Y MEHS IOJIXKHEBI OBITH?

[He 3abriBaiiTe OBITH TBEPOBIM Ha CBOEM IIYTH K CBETY. Thl MOTEPIHUINE HeyAady, KaK TOIBKO
CIIOTKHEIIbCS U yIagellb...].

Heu3BecTHBIN T'0OJIOC 3aTHUX.

Prr09H HEKOTOPOE BpeMs pa3MBILUISI Haf CJI0BaMu. 'Briafesniel] rojioca, KOHEYHO, He OXHUAAET, YTO 5
CIIOTKHYCH Y yIIaAy Ha Ir1agKoM II0Jly, He TakK JIH... 9-3, unu oHa? YepT. Kakasa pa3Huiia. XoTs OH U
CKasaJl 9T0, OH 3HaJI, YTO MYTh K CBETY He OyIeT TaKUM MPUSITHHIM U JIETKUM, KaK eMy Ka3alocCh
BHayare.

'CucteMa, akTUBUPYH [BombHEIN Oo¥ pritiapei]'. OH Momozkman HECKOJTBKO CEeKYH.

OO6rryHO, KOorfia akTuBUpyeTcs [BombHbll Prillapckuit Boit], 0H 4yBCTBOBaI U3MEHEHUS B CBOEM TeTIE.
Ero KpoBOTOK YCUIMBAJICS, U OH YyBCTBOBAJI, KakK I10 €r0 TeJTy TeUeT MOIIHbIM TOTOK HEU3BECTHOM
sHepruu. Ceiiuac Xke OH He UyBCTBOBaJI HUKAKUX U3MEHEHUN.

9TO MOKET 03Ha4aTh TOJILKO TO, UYTO CUCTEMA He OTpearupoBaa.
'Anno? Cucrema? Tl 3mech?
OH He MOJTy4YHUII OTBETA.

'JInbo cuctemMa He 0TBe4YaeT HaMepPeHHO, Tu00... 3TO YTO-TO Bpofe "ocoboro" Mmecta. MecTo, rae gaxe
CHCTeMa He MOXKET IIOSBUTHLCS UIM OTBETUTh. UHTEpeCHO.

Y TyT eMy B roJIOBY IpHUIIE] BOIIPOC, 0 KOTOPOM OH [OJI2KeH OBIJT MOJyMaTh ellle JaBHO - 3a4eM eMy
HYXKHa CUCTeMa, YTOOL aKTUBUPOBaTh [BonbHbIl Pritlapckuit boit]?

OH TPSIXHYJ TOJIOBOM, YTOOH OTOPOCUTH BCe GeCIIOPSHOYHbIE MBICIM U COCPEIOTOYUTLCS Ha I0POre
nepeq HUM.

[To MouM OIlEHKaM, 3TO He [I0JIKHO OBITh OOJIBbIIIE MUIH... I HE MOTY TOYHO OLIEHUTH 3TO, IOTOMY YTO
3TO 3aBUCHUT OT TOr0, HACKOJILKO MHTEHCUBHEIM U "OOJILIIUM" IBJISETCA UCTOYHUK CBeTa".

CoenaB riny0oKu¥ BOOX, OH Hadan 6exaTb. *¥Tam*

*Tam*

*Tam*

Y Hero OBIIO OMIYIIEHUE, YTO OH OEXKUT 10 KECTKOMY CTEKJITHHOMY II0JY.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO I0JI OBIJT OUeHb I'TafKUM, OH ITI0YEMY-TO UCIIBITEIBA TPEHHUE C II0JIOM.

Hy, no kpaiiHe#l Mepe, g He "CIIOTKHYCh U He yrnany", Kak cKasaJsl ['oJIocC.



OH 0exkaJl OKOJIO TPHUAIATH CEKYH, KOTHa 3aMeTHIT HEKOTOPEIE H3MEHEHUS B OKPY2KaIOLIeH
00CTaHOBKE.

"TlogoXaouTe, 4YTO IPOUCXOAUT?"
CBeT, K KOTOPOMY OH HaIlpaBJIsAJICs, BHE3alIHO OCJIENIUJI eT0, 3aCTaBUB 3aKPHITh IJla3a.

TTpo1no HeCKOMbKO CeKyH. Korma oH MO4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO HHTEHCUBHOCThL CBETA IMIOCTEIIEHHO
YMEHBIIIaeTCs, OH OTKPHIJ T'1a3a ¥ 00HAPYKUII, UYTO HaXOMUTCS MTOCPeId YIUBUTEIHLHOTO 3PEIHIIA.
Brin monmeHb. TTOCKOBKY Ha OBOPE CTOSTT HIOHB, TIOTOfa OblIa yMEPEeHHO XOJIOIHOM.

Cros mepen HEOOBIION XUXKUHOM, Ppi09H YOMBIEHHO 03UPAJICS 110 CTOPOHAM.

"T'me g, 4epT BO3bMH, HaX0XKyCh?" OH OrJIAAesICs BOKPYT U YBULEN POBHBEIE TPaBsHBIE TIOJIS U
MaJIeHbKUe XUKHUHEI ITOBCIOAY. 'JTO... I0X0XKe Ha JePEeBHIO'.

Hemopmaneky oH 3aMeTHs IepeBEHCKOT0 XKUTEJIsI, KOTOPHIN IIesI PSIOOM C HUM, U IIOJOIIeN K HEMY.
"1, gans. 4YTo 3To 3a Mecto?"

KpecThsiHUH MPOUTHOPUPOBAJ €r0, KaK OyATO HE 3aMETHIT €TO.

PBI03H ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO OBIIO HEMHOTO CTPaHHO. 'HeyxKenu 3TOT mapeHb riayxoi?' OH pemun
ellle pa3 MOMbITAThCA IIOTOBOPUTH C MyKYUHOU U IIPOTSAHYJI PYKY K €0 IIjIeuy.

Ero pyka mpormiia npsiMo depes IJIeYo.
Pr103H opasuTenbHO 0CO3HA 3TO.
OH ctan npuspakoM! Unu, 1o KpaHeu Mepe, 4EM-TO II0X0KUM Ha HETO.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTr'la OH PA3MBIIIIAT, 9TO €My OeJIaTh, OH YCJIBbIIIAl XKEHCKUM KPHK U3 MaJIeHbKOH’
XMZKWHEI PAOOM C HUM.

IIA_a_a! n

"UT0, 4epT BO3bMHU, IPOUCXOOUT?" PhI09H BOILEN B XUKUHY, YTOOBI TPOBEPUTD, YTO TPOUCXONUT, U
cHOBa OBLTT TopaxkeH. Ha 3TOT pa3, ogHaKo, YPOBEHb UCIIyTa GBI BHIIIE BCSKUX IIOXBAI.

B xuxKuHe ObIJIO TPH, HET, YeTHIPe YesioBeKa. [[Boe ObII B BO3PACTe - MyXKYHHA U XKeHIIuHA. [Ipyrou
OblyTa KEHIWHA CPENHUX JIET, AePKaBIlas Ha PyKax IJIavyliero pedeHka.

Moromo# xkeHIIuHEe Ha BUJ ObIIO IIECTHA/IATH JIET, ¥ Y Hee OBII0 feTCcKoe nulo. Ee MoXKHO ObIT0
JIETKO IIPUYKCIIUTL K 0YeHb KpacuBEIM momsaM. OHa jIexkalla Ha KpOBaTH, 110 ee JIUIy CTPyuics motT. C
HeTepIIeHHeM OXKHUIasl MOSIBIIeHUs HOBOPOXKIEHHOT0, OHA IMIPOTSAHYA PYKY K aKyIlIepKe.

Axymepka MATKO yIbIOHYJIACh, moTupas 100. "91o Manbuuk". OHa OCTOPOXKHO Iiepenasa el pebeHKa.
Mornonas XeHIMHA YIbI0HYIach, TSI Ha CBOET0 HOBOPOXKIEHHOTO.

[To Kako#-TO MpuuKMHe Pbi03H OBblNa OCNeINeHa 3TOH yIeI0KoH. OTO Oblla He TOBKO caMasti KpacuBas
U OCJIeNIUTEelIbHAS YIbI0Ka, KOTOPYIO OH BUMENI, HO M YIbI0Ka, H3/Ty4aouiasi 1000Bs.

"Xaxa! 1 xe rosopun!" Monogou 4enoBeK, CTOSIBIIAN PSAAOM C Hell, HAKJIOHUJICS U BECeo
paccmesiics, TTISAs Ha CBOero HOBOPOXIEHHOT'0, 3aTEM ITepeBest BT Ha XkeHy. "Tlouemy Ov TeOe



He oTHaTh ero MHe? ThH Bedb He XoTena ero, BepHo?" "EpyHpa! C yero Obl MHE eT0 He XOTeTh? 4
X0TeJla OeBOUYKY, HO 3TO ToXe Xopoio! Thl MoXKelllb YUTH, eCIU He X04elllb UMeTh JeJI0 CO MHOU U
MOUM ChIHOM. XM} !" Monogas XKeHIMHa HEKOTOPOe BPeMSI IPUTBOPHO CEPAUTO CMOTpPeia Ha HEero, a
3aTeM pacIlIblyIach B MIMPOKOH yiabiOKe. MoJofoii YeloBEK YCMEXHYJIICS, TI000BHO NPUKABIINUCH K
Hel HOCOM.

"4 npuny mo3xe. A moka orgoxHu". IloBUTyXa IoTpenasia MOJIOAYI0 XKEHIIKUHY 10 IJIedy U BHIIIA U3
XUXKUHBL.

Pr109H Haten cTyn Hermopaneky. OH IPOTSHYI PYKY, YTOOB! ITPOBEPUTE, MOXKET JIM OH MPUKOCHYThCS
K HeXuBBIM IpeaMeTaM. OH DOTPOHYIICS MO CTyJa U, CEB HA HETO, CIIOKOMHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha CIIEHY
mepen cobou.

Ero B3rnsig cHavyara OCTAaHOBUJICS Ha MOJIOOOM 4eJioBeKe. Y I0HOIIM ObIIM YepHBIE BOJIOCH M BHICOKUM
POCT OJ1s IeCTHAAIATUIETHET 0 TTOAPOCTKA. I10 KaKOU-TO MPUYUHE €ro JIUI0 ObII0 Ha CEMbOECST
IIPOLIEHTOB ITOX02Ke Ha U0 PriodHa. [Ipolie roBops, OH BHITISAEN KaK 60ee MOIoaasi BepPCHs
PrioaHa.

3aTeM ero B3I TIePeMeCTHIICS Ha MOJIOAYIO KpacuBY0 XkeHuuHy. OHa Oblla Moxoxa Ha KOro-To, C
KeM OH OBIJT 0OYeHBb XOPOIIIO0 3HAKOM.

W HakoHel, ero B3I/ OCTAHOBUJICS Ha MJlauyleM pefeHKe Ha ee pyKax.

['nsi0st Ha 9Ty CEMBIO, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJL... TOPEYh U CIIafI0CTh.

Orell paHo yIIen U3 XXKU3HU, a MaTh U ChIH HEJJABHO Ha4YaJld OTHAJIATHCS OPYT OT ApYyra.
PBI09H OBIN Ype3BbIYalHO ITPOTPECCUBHBIM.

OtuacTy 9T0 OBIIO CBSI3aHO C BIUSHHUEM BOCIIOMUHAHUM €T0 IPedIlecTBeHHNKA, HO B OCHOBHOM 3TO
Ob110 BpoxkAeHHBIM. OH He OBl yOeKIeHHBIM NIPUBEPKEHIIEM CeMEWHBIX IIEHHOCTeH U CYUTAl, YTO
(dpa3za "KpoBs rylre Bogel" oueHb HEBEpPHA. XOTS OH CKOpPOEIl 0 Tparu4eckoy CMEPTH CBOETO OTIla, OH
HUKOTI'TIa He YyBCTBOBAJI MMyCTOTHI, IOTOMY YTO €T0 MaTh 3allojIHUIa 3TOT mpobesn. OHU Bce...
BRITJISIOSAT TaKUMU cyacTiuBbiMU. Hy, He6o rony6oe, a ceMbs - 3T0 300poB0". C TSIKEeJbIM CepaleM
OH BCTajl. MTHOBEHHO BCe BOKPYT PYXHYJIO, ¥ OH 00HAPYXKUJ, YTO CMOTPUT Ha KPOILIEUHBIN OTOHEK.
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