'Ecnu 51 He omubaiock, 3TO JOJIXKHA OBITH Ie/TebHast XKUAKOCTh, KOTOPOH MeHSs MOOpPHI3Traiy, Korua s
nmony4un TpaBMy B Kiy0Oe'. Pbi09H elrie pa3 0CMOTPeIT X KUAKOCTD, B35JI HEMHOTO XXKUIKOCTH B PYKY U
HaHeC ee Ha CIIUHY.

'‘HeMHOr0 XKeT, HO CKOPO BCe 3akKuBeT. XM... MHTepeCHO, BOCCTAHOBUTCS JIU MOl BEIHOCJIUBOCTE,
ecyu 5 BhINbio 9T0? He, nmyure He npo6oBats". [Jepxka OyTHUIKY B KapMaHe, OH 3aiyMaJICsl O TOM, YTO
eMy [lelaTh C OKpPOBABJIEHHEIM [TapHEM [Iepeq HUM.

'PaHbIlle 1 gyMas, 4YTO PaHUTH ero OyOeT JOCTAaTOYHO, HO ceryac s He MOTY PUCKOBaTh. Pa3 y Hero
eCTh OYThHIJIKQ, 3HAYHUT, U Y OCTAJIbHBEIX OHAa TOXKeE eCTh. A BOT HacueT baHuM 5 He yBepeH. 4 moiKeH
npoBeputh. Ho mpo6yema B TOM, 4YTO MHe C HUM fieflaTh?". Yepes TpU CeKyHAH OH B3[OXHYJ ¥ CHOBA
[ocTal U3 KapMaHa Oy THIIKY .

HaxknonuBmucs, OH yBUAes UCIIyraHHble ria3a AceHa. "[IpocTy, 4yBak, g NOJIXKEH 3TO chesarTh.”
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[Tpexpe yeM pa3pancs KpUK, Pbi03H BCTaBUI KaMeHb B ero poT. TaM nexan AceH. Ero geTwipe
KOHEYHOCTH Ol 0TPyOneHsl. Ero rina3a Kasanmuch MepTBeIME. 'f... ympy. [Iymaro, 3T0 TO, uTo Bocc
Ha3BaJl CMepPThIO KaHHUOaNa. 9ToO My4YUTEIbHO U afcku 001bHO. TeM He MeHee, S HaKOHEI[-TO YMpY...
TakK 4ToO... JyMalo, 3To Xxopomio". Ero KpoBb Tepsnack ¢ yxkKacawlllell CKOPOCThI0. ITO JIUIIb BOIIPOC
BpeMeHH, KOrfa OH yMpeT.

['ma3a AceHa MeJIeHHO 3aKphBanuch. OMHAKO, TpeXke YeM OH yCIIeJI IIOJIHOCThIO 3aKPHITh I'JI1a3a,
€ero TIPOH3HUJIa elre ogHa 007b. ITo Obisia 60J1b, KOTOPAs Oblla €My XOPOIIo 3HaKoMa. 'MoXKeT Jii 9T0
OBITH?"

Pr109H CIIOKOWHO BBEIIAJI HEMHOI'0 KUOKOCTH Ha CBOM KOHEUHOCTH U BCTasl. [IocMOTpeB Ha CBOEro
IIPDOTUBHUKA, OH OTKPHII POT. "Ymauu." 3aTeM, OKMHYB AceHa 00MKEHHBIM U UCITYTaHHBIM B3TJISILOM,
OH yIIeJI.

'l moMKeH MPUHSTD XXKEeCTOKKMe Mephl, “Haye IMOTOM 3TO ayKHeTCsI MHe'. Pbi09H He OB 0YeHb
OTOPYEH TeM, YTO OH cfeyaj ¢ ACEHOM. 'OTO TO, Yero OH [0IkKeH OblJT 0KUOATh, KOTHA PEILIUI CTATh
KaHHHUOAIOM. f yBepeH, UTO OH KaXKMAbIM IeHb 3aHMMaeTCsI 0TPe3aHueM YeJI0BeYeCKUX KOHEUHOCTEH.
Ho... maxe ecnu Tak, HeyXKeJu OH [IeHCTBUTEIHLHO HeNCIIPaBUM?

Y oH, u banuu Oojiee uiy MeHee BBIOJIHSIIN IPUKA3El M CTAIM TeMH OTMOPO3KaMHU, KOTOPHIX
Ha3LIBAIOT KaHHKOATaMu. B KAKOM-TO CMEICJIE, BCe, YTO OHH JeJiaiy, OBIJIO BEI3BAHO UX COOCTBEHHOM
3a00TO¥M 0 BeIKMBaHUU. 'OHU OBITM HOPMaJIbHBIMU JTIOObMHU, KOTOPHIE CTaNlX U3BpalleHiamu. Her,
OHM He u3BpalleHbl. OHM TaKXKe IMOX0XKYM Ha HOPMaJbHEIX miofei. OHM TOBOPST U BeAyT ce0s Kak
HOpMaJsbHBIe mogu. OgHako ux perctusa [JOJIZKHBI 3acTaBUTh MEHSI IOYYBCTBOBATh, YTO OHU
u3BpalleHusl. OHU SBISI0TCS OIpefesieHrueM IICUX0IaToB, HO... [loueMy s 4yBCTBYIO Kaj0CTh K HUM?
[ToToMy 1111, YTO UX AEUCTBUS 0OpeNd CMBICH, KOTfia 5 y3Hasl 06 ux 06CToSTeIbCTBaX?

YenoBeuecKue YyBCTBA 3arafjOYHbl. B OOMH MOMEHT OH MCIBITHIBAJI JKECTOKOCTDh ¥ OTBPAIIeHHe K
mencTBUSIM KaHHMOAI0B. B IpyToi - OH IymMaeT, Kak OBl CJTOXKUTIACh UX KU3Hb, ecli Okl cyfib0a He
CBHIT'Pajia C HUMHU IIYTKY.



PbI09H TPSIXHYJI TOJTOBOM, 0TOPACKBask 9TH MEIC/IM Ha 3afBOPKHU CO3HaHUS. Uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CeKYHI
OH mo0OpaJicst mo MecTa, I'ie IpsiTancs paHbiue. banuu Bce eme ObUT 6€3 CO3HAHUS, @ OTPOMHBIN Mey
7exas Ha 3eMJie Ha TOM e MecCTe.

‘¢l Gorbllie He MOT'Y CpaXaThCst ONWH Ha ofuH. OCTaBIIMecs [Ba YieHa OTPsaa IPUAYT BMecTe. Y
MeHS HeT [IPyroro BeI6OPa, KpoMe KakK CPa3uThCsS ¢ HUMHU. VX caMblil CUJIBHBIM TOBAPHIIL 110 OTPSIAY,
IIMKOBBIM Mar 1 paHra, Bce elle OCTasics. fd TOYHO He CMOTY CpaXkaThCs C HUMU OOWH Ha ONUH.
MozxerT, cTpensl noMmoryT? Het. [laxke ecnu 5 3aCTaHy CaMOTr0 CAJIBHOT'O BPACIJIOX, OT CTPEJIHI BCE
PaBHO yfacTcs yBepHYThCA. He roBops y2Ke 0 TOM, YTO eCTh ellle OfUH ITapeHb, KOTOPHIY OyOeT ¢
HuM. 'Tlomymaii. YTO g MOTy cOenaTh B 9TOU CUTYaLlUU?

OH npopomkui GopMyIupOBaTh IIJIaH, KOTOPHIM UMeeT MeHee ABaAllaTy IPOIEHTOB IIaHCOB Ha
ycrex. '9To camoe Gosblee, 4TO s1 MOT ObI cesnaTh'. 'opbKO yibI0asich, OH IOTHSII TOTEPSIBIIETO
co3HaHue baHuy, HO KaK TOJIbKO OH IIOJHAJI €r0, OH yCJIBIIIAN LIeTnoT.

)%k

"Bocc, AceH elre He BepHYIcsa". MyHuOa roTHYI PTOM Bo3ayX. bocc cMoTpen npsimo mepeq co0oi
0e3 HaMeKa Ha SMOLMU B CBOMX XOJIOOHEIX I'Mla3aX. "Torma 3To MOXKeET 03Ha4aTh TOIBKO [BE Belu".

"IIBe? Ax. HeBo3M0xkHO! AceH He MOXKeT yMepeThb. OH... OH JoMXKeH ObINT 0exKaTh, KaK TOJIHKO
3aMeTu 11ej1b. Kak OH MoxeT ObITh o0exmeH?"

I'maza MYHI/IGBI 3aJpozKaJiy, TaK KaK OH He MOT Jaze IMPeaCTaBUTh cebe Takou CI.IeHapI/II;I.

"9T0 He TO4YHO. f cKasas, YTO 3TO O3HA4YaeT [IBe Bellld. ACeH TakXKe MOXKeT CpaXaThCs C HUM IIPSMO
cenyac".

"Ia. MoxkeT, HaM Topa yXoauTh?" MyHuOa BOITHOBAJCS C KaXX0# CEKYHIO0U Bce OOJIbIIIe.

Bocc nocmoTpen Ha apkoe conHIe. "[encTBuTtenbHo. Camoe BpeMs. CrienylTe 3a MHOU."
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Pr109H BEITEP IIOT €O J10a, KOrga OpOCHII YeJloBeKa, KOTOPOro HeC Ha Ijieye.

"Ban-0anuu? OH elre XuB!" KPUKHYJT HEBLICOKUH ITapeHb, IIPUCIOHUBUINNCS K JepeBy 0e3
KOHe4YHOoCTed. Onrpasch Ha KOJIEHH, OH IIOMOIIEN K CBOeMY TOBapHIIY 110 OTPSAAY, HO,
npUOIU3UBIIKNCH, 3aMETUJI CTPAHHYIO Belllb.

He Bepst cBoMM rj1a3aM, OH IIOCMOTPEJT B CTOPOHY CBOero Bpara. "TH... OTpyOuIT ¥ er0 KOHEUHOCTH...?"
Ero romoc mpoxarn. PeBeH c 6e3pa3nuyHBIM JIUIIOM CJieTKa KUBHYJ U CeJl Ha TO JKe II0BaJleHHOe
nepeso. "l[louemy?" cipocu ACeH C IeNeIbHBIM JIUIIOM.

"Pa3Be 9T0 He 04eBUAHO?" PbI09H He MOTPYAUIICS AaTh UCYEPIBIBAIOLIUAN OTBET.

Acen 6e3BOJIbHO OITyCTUJICS Ha HEPEBO PSAIOM C HUM M HadaJsl IJIyIo cMesThcs. "Xaxa... 9TOro
cIIemoBaio 0XKMUIaTh 0T KaHHuOama. YEPT BO3bMU! TIOYEMY BhI TEBE HE YBUTH MEHSA!? 4
YMOIJIAI0 TEBA! 4... ymonsito Te0s... moxanyicra..." K KOHIy ero peun u3 I'1a3 Hayalu TeYb CJIe3Hl.

PeBeH CIIOKOMHO CIIyIIan ero, OMHOBPEMEHHO 3aTa4yuBas T’UTaHTCKUM MeY CBOUM KUHXKanoM. "f...
XOTeJI OBITh... UCKYIITIeHHBIM. K coXasneHno, 3aKOHE! 00IleCTBa IPHUILIKCH MHE He 110 BKyCy. f He
X04Yy THUTb B TIOPbME WJIX YMepeTh TAaKUM MOJIOOBIM. Y MeHs OBl 0coOble 00CTOSITENbCTBA, IO3TOMY



g 0XKupgali, 9TO 3aKOH IIPOABUT HEKOTOPYIO MATKOCTh, HO OKa3aJIOCh, UTO A ommumbacs".

"THl myMaJi, 4TO THl ONKMH TaKOX 0COOeHHBIN? ECTh IeCATKHU THICSAY JII0[e, KOTOpPhIe CTaJld JKEePTBOH
0CO0OBIX 00CTOSATENILCTB..."

"A 4 3TOT'O HE XO4Y! [ToueMy oHU He CMOTPSAT Ha 00Jb ¥ CTpafiaHus, KOTfa 5 MPOCKUJI, YTO X0Uy
OBITH UCKYIIJIEHHBIM? [Ia, MO 9TOr0 MOMeHTa. {1 He 00513aTeIbHO CYMTAI0, YTO TO, YTO 5 CHesal, OblIo
HEeIIPaBUJIbHO. f1 cean 3TO TOIbKO IJIST TOTO, YTOOBI BRIKHUTD".

"TBl TOBOPUIIIB, UTO MMeEEIIb TPaBo”. Ppi03H BEITyCTUIA yCTANbIXA B3H0X. "B m000M ciiydae, Kak g yxKe
CKa3zaJl, yaauu. B TBoeu crenyoen KU3Hu".

AceH 3aMoir4al.
"Xa...? I'me a?"

'na3a Banuu oTkpbiiuchk. OH MOJHST PYKY, YTOOH IIOTEPETH T'1a3a, YToOH BUAETH scHee. "Ax!!! I'me
Mos pyka!?" TloTpsiCeHHBIN, OH IIONHSI APYTYIO0 PYKY ¥ Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMs 3amoiidaj. Bckope Hafn
HUM ITOSIBUIOCH NU1o0. "Acen? Uto nmpoucxoout? I'me Mmou pyku?"

"TBl 4UyBCTBY€Illb CBOM HOTU?"

"JTO crmenana Iens".
3acTtaBuB ce0s YCIIOKOUTHCS, baHuM OTKPHUT poT. "[loueMy 51 He yMep OT IIOTePH KpoBu?"
"TloTOMy 4TO OH uCLeNuI Tebs Iocye TOro, KaK 0Tpe3asl TBOU KOHEYHOCTH".

Banuu motpeboBanach 1efiasi MEHYTa, YTOOBI ITOHSATH BCIO CUTYalwio. OH TOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY
PBIZKEBOJIOCOTO IOHOIIH, KOTOPHIM TOUMII CBOM Med. "Thl coOupaenibcs yOUTh Hac CerogHs, BepHo?"

[To cpaBHEHMIO C AceHOM, BaH4M OTHOCHUIICS K MPOUCXOOAIIEeMY ropa3fo ClIoKorMHee. "Kak cmanoce?"
PeBeH yknoHUIICSA OT BOIIpOCA.

"Ckopee BCETO, THl HE NOXKUBEIIb 10 CETONHANUIHEr0 OHS. ECnu TONbKO y Te0s HET HUYero
npunpsTaHHoro". banuu OblI BeCbMa YIUBIIEH CMEJIOCThIO0 3TOI'0 MOJIOAOTO0 YeoBeka. "KoHeuHO, y
MeHs eCTh KOe-4TO IIPUINpsATaHHOe". PbI09H BCTaJ, Aep:Ka OIPOMHBIA Med B IIPaBOX PyKe U KUHXKal B
JIeBOM. 3aTeM OH Iojoien K badnun. "9To THL."

"f?" BaH4Yu He MOHAJ, YTO OH XOTeJ CKa3aTh. ETo ria3a gBUranuch BOKPYT, U BOPYT €r0 JIUI0
03apuioCh.

"Onu npuunu?" goragancs PiosH, yBuges nuio baxnuu.

baHum KuBHYI, He TNs0d Ha HETO.

Pbi03H OOHSA ero, 4eM NPUBEIT B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBO BECh OTPS.

"Yto TH coOupaenbes nenath?" banuu ObIT B SPOCTH. 'MOKET 1M OH MJIaHUPOBATE...'

"Bocc, onn o0a xkuBel!" MyHHOA IMUPOKO YXMBUIBHYJICS.



Opuaxko y 60cca OblJI0 MpadyHOE JIUIIO.

PBI09H TOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY OBYX HOBHIX WIEHOB OTPSa M MIPUCTaBUJ CBOM KMHXKAJ K I1ee baHuu.
"CpoemnaiiTe XOTh OOUH IIaT, U 5 yObIO €ro".

Mynub6a He MOT TIOBepUTH B Ipoucxopsiiee. OH nmoBepHyncs K boccy. "bBocc, 4To MHe fenaTh?"
AceH OBITT TaK 2Ke IOTPSICEH.

Bompexku oxupganusiMm Bcex, bocc Hauan cmesTsesd. "XAXAXAXA! Ecnu T X04elb YOUTE ero, yoen
ero. Heyxemnu Tl yMaells, 4YTO y Hac, KaHHU0AJIOB, eCTh YeloBedeckre amouuu? Ha camoM pene,
3axBaT 3aJI0KHUKA - 9TO XyAlllee, YTO MOXKHO CAeaTh, KOTOa B OTPsifie MOJTHO KaHHNOanoB!

¢l He MOTY TOBEPUTSH B 3Ty IJIYIIOCTh".

YcnrimaB 3To, MyHuOa 3aHepBHUYAJ, HO rjla3a AceHa 3acUsiyid. B oTuyre OT epBoi, BTOpasi MOXKeT
BUIETH OoJiee TIyOOKYI0 CTOPOHY. 'MH yKe UCKajedeHHl. I He IyMaio, YTO €CTh CMBICT KHUTh
nansblie. [laxe ecnu Bocc cniacet ero, OH He 3aX04eT XKUTh".

[TocMoTpeB Ha KUHXKaN Y CBOeu Ien, baHuu u3pas myCcToM CMEIIOK.
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