BripaxkeHue nuila ACeHa CTallo Cepbe3HEIM. BEITepeB KpOBb €O 716a, OH YCTABUJIICS HA PHIZKEBOIIOCOTO
IOHOIIY.

"Trl He yiipemb?"

"3aueM MHe yxonuTh? CHadasa s gyMaJl, 4To TH - ropsidas mTydyka. OKa3anoch, 4TO TH TOJIBKO Ha
3TO U Croco0eH". TPOBOKAIIMOHHO CKa3an PeBeH. YcihlIaB 9T0, ACEH He BhIKa3al HUKAKOro THeBa.
OH HaKJIOHUJICA U JOCTaJl HOXK, KOTOPHIY ObLJI IPUKPEILJIEH K eT0 HocKaM. "[I0BOJIBHO CTpPaHHOE
MEeCTO [JIs XpaHeHUs OPYyXKHus, HO, 34, 3TO KPyTOo". Pbl03H He MOT He CKa3aTh HECKOJIBKO CJI0B. "ThH
3Haelllb, 9YTO 3TO TaKoe?" cIpocul ACEH CTPpaHHBIM TOHOM.

"KyxOHHBIN HOXK?" OTO SBHO OBIJT KyXOHHBIM HOXK. PbI09H HE MOT ITOHSTH, II0YeMY OH 3afaeT TaKoi
OYEeBHUIHBIM BOIPOC.

"HeT. 9T0 KypuHbIM HOXK!" AceH Hayas 0e3yMHO CMesThCs, a 3aTeM Opocuncs K Pioany.

']l He TOHMMaAIO IIYTKU. ITO OOJIZKHO OBITh YTO-TO BPOME OTCHUIKM K TeJleloy? ITo Oblyia ero mepnas
MBICJIb, KOTHa OH YBUMEI, YTO €ro MPOTUBHUK MUYHUTCS K HEMY. 'ITO [HOMKHO OLITH IPOCTO. KyXOHHBIN
HOXK HU XpeHa MHe He CleflaeT, HO... HO g He NOoJIKeH HeqoolneHuBaTh". OH pemuTenbHO IPUHSII
00€eByI0 CTOMKY C KMHKAJIOM B PyKe U OTOIIeJl Ha HECKOJIbKO IIaroB Ha3af, 0Ka ero CIIHHa He
yIepnach B IepeBo.

AceH morHan Ppio9HA U METHYI CBOM HOXK B JIMIIO TTOCIIETHETO.

PBI03H CrIOKOWHO Ha0Iioas, Kak HOXK NMpUOINKaeTcs K HEMY, U y2Ke coOMpasics YKIIOHUTHLCS, KOTia
HOXK BHE3aITHO BRITSHYJICS U IIPOH3MUI ero Koxy. 'UTo 3a 4epT...' HemenneHHo ygapuB cobecegHUKa
HOT'OM I10 KHIIIKaM, OH CHOBa COKPAaTHUII PaCCTOSHUE.

AceH cHOBa paccMmescs. K KyXOHHOMY HOXY B €r0 pyKe Telleph OblJT IPUKPEIIeH JIUHHLIM CepIl.
PBIO3H CITOKOWHO OCMOTPEII OPYKKe U MyCTHICs 6exaTh. EMy Hy2KHO ObIJIO mOOpaThCS 0 TOTO MECTa,
TZle OH paHbllle cpaxkaics ¢ banuu. Kak mpaBuio, MOXKHO OBIJIO 0KUAATE, YTO V HETO OymeT
IIPEUMYIIECTBO, TaK KaK MeCTO ObIJIO 3aHSTO. 'dl B HEBLHITOHOM ITOJI0KEHUH. ITO CTPAHHOE OPYKUE
Haubonee 3pPeKTUBHO B OTKPLITOM MeCTe, a He B HabuToM. ['opa3fo erde HaHOCUTH YIapH B
MeCTax, Ifie Majao MeCTa [Jid MepeaBuXKeHusa".

X0T4 C 9TUM OpyXKHeM TPyZHO o0palaThCs B yIIaKOBAHHOM BHJIE, HO KaK TOJILKO Bbl CTAHOBUTECH
9KCIIEPTOM, OHO CTAHOBUTCS KOILIMapOM [JIs IPOTUBHUKOB".

"HMHTEpecHO." YBUOEB, UTO OH yOeraeT, ACeH BBITYCTHUI YILIOKY ¥ CHOBA ITOTHAJICS 3@ HUM.
HeckonbKO CeKyH[ CIyCTS.

PeBeH cupen y moBajieHHOT0 fiepeBa U CIIOKOMHO aHaJIM3UpPOBaJl CBOETro MPOTUBHUKA, KOTOPHIU
HETOPOIIJIUBO CTOSIJT HAIIPOTUB HETO.

"Bo3M0OXKHO, TH 3aX04elllb HauaTh O0M, IT0Ka eCTh BpeMsi. [IBa APyruxX MOUX TOBApHIIaA 10 OTPSAY
cKopo npubyayT". AceH B3MaxXHyJI HOKOM, IPUKPEIJIEHHBIM K CEPITY, 110 YaCOBOM CTPEJIKE.

PeBeHn HHUYero He cKazajl. 'Kak xe MHe ero nobeguTs? f MOTY IIOCTEIIEHHO HAallPpaBUTh €0 Ha IePEBO
u... HeT, 3T0 He cpaboTaeT. OH cpaxarscs 6omblie, 4eM g. Y Hero 6oJblle onbiTa B 604X, 4eM y MEHS.
Ecnu 6wl ero 65110 TakK IPoCcTo 06MaHyTh, OH O y2Ke yMep. UTo elife 1 Mory cuenaTth? Hy, Hudero".
OH roppKO YCMEXHYJICS B KOHIIe PAa3MbIIITIEHUH.



'Y MeHd MOYTH HE 0CTaJ0Ch BApUaHTOB'.

PBI03H BCTan C II0BaJIeHHOTO iepeBa U MpUHS 6e3paccynHoe pelieHue. ' monkKeH IBUTaThCA
Briepen'. He Tepsist BpeMeHH, OH Opocuscs K ACeHy ¢ KMHKaJIoM B pykKe. CepIl ANTMHOM 4yTh O0JIbIIIe
MeTpa. Ecnu mo6aBuTh HOXK, TO BCe opyxue 0Kojo 1,2 metpa. Ecnu s Opormycs Biepen, oH
3aMaxHeTCs Ha MeHS CBOMM HOXKOM. EC/iu g NPEITHY K HEMY, OH 3aMaxHeTCSd Ha MeHS HOXKOM. Ecnu g
Opolly CBOi KMHXKaJI, OH 3a0JIOKUPYET er0 CBOMM OpPYKHEeM, U 51 TaKXKe MOTEPSI0 CBOe eIUHCTBEHHOE
OpyXue Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT. Torga... s MOT'y CHejaTh TOJIbKO OJHO".

AceH yBUE, YTO €ro MPOTUBHUK NPUOIHUXKAETCS K HEMY U IPUTOTOBUJICS HAHECTH yAap IPsSIMO B
meto. 'Eile HeT... emle HerT... elle HeT... Ceruac!' Korga PeBeH Boliesn B 30Hy AOCATaeMOCTH, OH
B3MaXHYJI CEPIIOM, IIeJISICh B €r0 IIel0 TakK OBICTPO, KaK TOJIbKO MOT. *Swoosh*

KpoBb kamnasna Ha 3eMiTi0. PeBeHy efiBa ymanock u3bexatb cMepTu. OH HOTPOHYJICS [0 CBOEH IIIeH, Ha
KOTOPOM OBIa HEOOJIBIION ITOPe3, ¥ MO4yBCTBOBAI... CTpax!

Temeph OH TOHS, KaKOBO 3TO - OBITh Ha Kpaio cMepTH. ' xpabpriii? YTo 3a yylrs. MeHs pSIMo
ceryac Tpsacer. { 6e3xkanocTeH K cebe? {d moxenan.

C Moelt CTOPOHHI OBITI0O CAMOBITI00JIEHHOCTBIO CUMTATh, YTO 5T XpaOpHhIil BOMH, KOTOPRIHM 6e33KaI0CTEH,
Korfa 3To Heobxomumo. Ceitdac g He 0oJjiee YeM 4eI0BEK, KOTOPHIM OOUTCSA CMepTH".

"BrieuyatsnseT." AceH OB UCKpPEHHe BIeYaT/IeH YKIOHEHWeM. 3aTeM OH 00paTuil BHUMaHUe Ha
OpoKalllie HOTY CBOET0 IIPOTUBHUKA. "OTO MEPBHIM pa3 B XKU3HU, He cuuTas 005 ¢ banuu? 4 He
co06HpaCch CMOTPETh Ha Tebs CBBICOKA, HO THI IOIKeH ObIJT MPUUTH CIOfIa C IIOATOTOBKOM OTHATh
CBOIO XKHU3Hb, €C/i coOupaelIbcs ee 3ab6paTh".

Ero nocnepuss ¢pa3a Haulna OTKIUK y PrioBeHa. 'BoT moueMy 51 0TBepr mMouCKu. { 3Haw, 4To
OOHAX[bI MHe IIpUAeTCcs yOUBaTh, HO 9TOT IeHb He CerofHs. g He TOTOB PUCKOBATh CBOEH XKU3HbBIO.
Ecnu mogyMaTh, TO MOU CJI0Ba U NENCTBUS OY€Hb JIUIeMEePHEL. f NelCTBUTEILHO UT'Pal CO CBOEH
JKU3HBIO, M Y MEHS HEeT 3TOMY olpaBmaHuii. CKkasaTh, 4TO 51 ObLI "0€3KanocTeH K cebe" - 3T0 IPOCTO
ele ofuH crocob cka3aTk: " mMasno 3abouychk o cebe". Ho 51, oueBupnHO, 3a004ych 0 cebe. CTpax,
KOTOPBIY S UCIIBITHIBAJIA, OBUT 0YEHDb PeabHEIM. TakK I04YeMy XKe Y MEHSI XBaTUJI0O CMEJIOCTH CHII'PaTh B
a3apTHYIO UTPY C COOCTBEHHOM XKMU3HBI0? OTBET MPOIIE, YeM MOKHO ObIIO OBl 0KHMAATE. TOJTBKO
IIOTOMY, 4TO s OblJT yBepeH B ceOe. MoxkeT ObITh, Jaxke CIIUIIKOM yBepeH B cebe".

Camopeanu3zalus oceHusna PriosHa. OH ycTaBWIICS Ha yibi0Oatolerocsi AceHa, ero HOTH BCe elle
npoxanu. 'd Mor 6bI UCIIONTb30BaTh 9T0'. "YUTO ciyunnock? Tl TOTOB OTHAThH CBOIO XKU3HL? X0Yelllb
NOMI0KAaTh, ITOKa IPUOYAYT MO TOBapHILHX 110 OTPSAY?" CIIpOCU ACEH, €T0 T'0JI0C OBIJT ITOJIOH
YBEPEHHOCTH.

PeBeH cresan HECKOIBKO IIAaroB Ha3al U XOJIOJHO IIOCMOTpPEJ Ha CBOEr0 IIPOTUBHUKA. "ThHl yMpels".

YcnpiaB 3T0, ACeH He CMOT yAepKaThCsa 0T TPOMKOT0 cMexa. "CHadana yCIoKoucsa. TBOM HOTH BCe
elle gpoxart".

[TpUTBOPUBIIKCH, UTO He yCbIIIan ero, PeBeH nmobexkan K Aceny. ETo cKopocTh Ha 9TOT pa3 Obla
HaMHOTO MefjjIeHHee, 4YeM B IIPebIAYIINY, U3-3a TOr0, YTO HOTH, Ka3aJioCh, IOCTOSHHO TPSCIIUCH.

Korpma oH mocTur paccTossHust 0 ACEeHa, TOT B3MaXHYJT CBOMM HOXKOM B CTOPOHY €ro LIeH, HO
ITPOMAaxXHYJICS Ha BOIOCOK. ITOTpsiCeHHEBIN 3TUM, Pbl03H yran Ha 3afHuLy. ETo HOrM Havyamu TPSICTUCH
BCe OBICTpee.



"BcraBaii. [TonpoOyii erie pas.
MoxeT ObITh, y TeOs MONyYuTca". cKa3aa AceH, pa3MaxuBas CBOUM OPYKHUEM.

PrioBeH BCTal ¢ MpavyHbeIM uIoM. "Th moxareemb 00 aToM". OH CHOBa OTOIIEN Ha HECKOJIBKO ITIaroB
Ha3aj ¥ OPOCHUIICS Ha CBOETO IPOTUBHMKA. Ha 3TOT pas elle MejieHHee, YEM B IIPOIIJILIHM pPas.

Korpga oH npubnusuics K TpOTUBHUKY, ACEH X0J0qHO yiEIOHYIC. 'TIopa ¢ 3TUM MOKOHYUTH'. OH
B3MaxHYJI CEepIIOM B CTOPOHY Iieu PiosHa. OpmHAKO CIIyunsiock HeoOrgyHOe. Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT,
Korga PriosH coOupascs BOUTH B 30HY AEWCTBUS CBOETO IMPOTUBHUKA, OH BAPYT OTCTYIIMI Ha3af,.
3aTeM, BHE3aIlHO, BOLLEJI B 30HY IIOCJEe TOr0, KaK OPyKHUe MPOIII0 MUMO HETo.

'BoT mepbMo. DTOT ImapeHb Urpasn co MHoi". EMy motpe6oBanock He 0ojiee CEeKYH[IbI, YTOOR
IPUOyMaTh CBOIO cxeMy. ORIDKHYB, OH B3MaXHYJI UM B 00paTHYIO CTOPOHY. *Swoosh*

[Toxozke, 3Hast, YTO ITO MIPOU30UIET, PeBeH YBEPHYIICS, HO He MepecTan MPUOIUKaThCI K
IIPOTUBHUKY C KUHKAJIOM B pyKe.

Bripaxenue nuila AceHa CTal0 CEpbe3HbIM. Yepe3 MO0 CEKYHAB OH YKOPOTHII CBOM CEPII U yXKe
cobupasicsi CHOBa B3MaxHYTh OPykKHeM, KOTla IIOYyBCTBOBAJ Pe3KYyi0 00Jb Ha afmoHu. "A-a-a!"
KunxXKan cHOBa MPOH3MI €ro JagoHb. PeBeH BBIXBATHII KMHXKAJ U3 JIafIOHU ¥ HaHEC yAap B KHUBOT.
Ha sTOM OH HE 0CTaHOBUJICH.

*Swish*
*Cpuur*
*Swish*

AceH yras ImiamMs Ha 3eMJIio ¢ 6071e3HeHHBIM BhIpaXkeHueM yuiia. Ero pybaimka Obiyia pa3opBaHa.
Ero nuro Ov1710 Hey3HaBaeMo, JTaJlOHb KPOBOTOYHJIA TAK, CJIOBHO HUKOTA He 3aKOHYUTCS, a Ha
XKuBoTe Oblyta T1y6okast paHa. HecMOTpst Ha Bce 9TO, OH Bce ellle OBl KUB. Ero XXKu3HEeHHBIE
IIOKa3aTeNy He OBUIM IOBPeXOEeHb, HO OH OBIJT B JOBOJIBHO TSIXKEJIOM COCTOSTHHH.

PBI0O3H ITOCMOTPEI Ha JIUI[0, KOTOPOE ellle HeflaBHO OBIIO TIOJTHO YBEPEHHOCTH, ¥ paccMesiics. "f
cMeloch nmocnepHuM! Xaxaxaxa!"

"Karmesb." ACeH BHIIIJIEBHIBAT KPOBb U30 PTa, KOTAA MBITAJICS YTO-TO CKa3aTh. PeBeHY OBLIO
HaleBaTh Ha Hero. OH IOIIeN ¥ CHOBa Cell Ha IT0BaJleHHOe [IepeBo. 'XM... MeHs CTpaHHO
IIPUBIIEKAET CUMIETh Ha IOBAJIEHHHIX NepeBbsx. He oOpallali BHUMaHUs, II0X0XKe, 5T BCE PaBHO
BhIMTPas. 2Kajb, UTO S He CMOT YBUIETh €T0 HaBLIKM, HO S Mo0eXKmeH. S He MOT cenarth U Iary 0e3
0oy B HOTax. A ellle y MeHsI paHa Ha CIuHe... KcTaTy 0 paHax, Kak OH 3aJIeYHI CBOIO JIA[IOHb?

4 yBepeH, 4TO MO KMHXKaJI BOIIEN 04YeHb I'Ty60KO0, HO eCJIM 9TO TaK, TO KaK OH BCE ellle MOT TaK
JIETKO IBUTATh CBOMM OpyKKeM? Pbl03H mofolies K OKpoBaBlIeHHOMY ACeHy U 0ObICKasl ero TeJo.

AceH X0TeJI HEMHOTO OTOMCTHTb, HO, K HECYACTHIO /11 HETO, OH He MOT IOIIEeBEIUTh HU eIUHBIM
MYCKYJIOM.

"O? Yto 3T0?" PHIO3H HAIllENI CTEKJISHHYI0 Oy THUIKY. YUCTEIN HeOeCHO-TONMy00M LBET XKUAKOCTU OBLI
€My XOPOIIO 3HaKOM.
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