— IIpuroTtoBbcsi? — Xao 2K3Hb HE MOT YCTOSITh Ha Horax, Korga MT]I cka3an eMy rOTOBUTBCS K 0010.
— K yemy rotoButhca? Heyxkemnu 51 JOXKEH CpaXkaThCs C BOIKaMu?

Xao 2KaHb TOCMOTPE Ha TO, BO UTO OB OfieT. Y Hero He OBIJIO OPYXKUA U faxke 00yBH, a
eOUHCTBEHHOE, YTO y Hero Oblsio, — muKama! OH XOpOIIo IIOMHMUJI, YTO KaXKIbI YePHHIN BOJIK B
npepuu 0wl Beile U Oosbine Hero! U Bce ke, MT]] peanbHO yBEpPEHHO CKa3al eMy «TOTOBUTHCS» K
TAKUM 00CTOATEIbCTBAM. Y HETO BO3HUKJIIO BHE3aIHOe XKeJlaHWe NTPUBS3aTh 3TOT KyCOK Oapaxia K
BEpEBKe U IIPEBPATUTD €ro B 0atacT. 3T ObIJT eUHCTBEHHBIN CII0CO0 BOOPYXKUTHCS, KOTOPHIYA OH
MOT IIPUAyMaTh cerdac.

MT]] npuTBOPUIICS, YTO He 3aMevyaeT HEe[OBOJIbCTBA B TOHEe Xao 2K3Hsg. OH CKOJIb3HYJI B KapMaH Xao
2K3HS ¥ HEBO3MYTUMO CKa3al:

— T TIOJIYYHUII CBOIO HAarpaay, HO CKOJIBKO Thl CMOXZKEIIb B3ATh Ha 3TOT PA3, 3aBUCHUT OT TeOs.

Korpma Xao 2Ksub cobupasncs cnpocuts MTI, 4To 3TO 03Ha4aeT, U3 OIMKAUIINX KyCTOB BHE3AITHO
pasfancs CHBIIIMMEIM MI0poX. BOJIKY, T0X0XKe, 3aMETHIIN, YTO OHU IIPEAYIPENUIA CBOI0 «KEepPTBY» U
OBICTPO CKaJK OKpyXkKEHHUE.

Kak u ynomunan B MT]I, G710 HEpealbHO IHITAThCA BRIUTH U3 OKPyKeHUs cuioi. Xao XKaHb
0CTaBaJICS COCPENOTOYEHHEIM U FOTOBEIM K BCTpPeUYe CO CBOMM IIEPBHIM UCHEITaHueM B Mupe CHOB.

OH BCTIOMHMJI MOMEHT, KOTIa OH CTOJIKHYJICS C COTHSIMU OPOHUPOBaAHHBIX ITPH3PAKOB B CKIIEIIE.
YecTHO roBOp4, B 3TOM OKMTBE He OBITI0 0c000 IeHHOCTH. Ero cOnpoBOXKAany ABe Cylnep-AeBYIIKYU C
CUIbHBIME 00€eBBIMM CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU. KpoMme Toro, mpu3paky B OPOHEe TOJIBKO YTO ITPOCHYIIHCE,
TI03TOMY OHHU OBITTM MEJIUTENIbHEIMU U HEYVKITIOXKUMU. Y HUX He OBIJI0 HUKAKOI'0 TPEerMYIIeCTBa,
KpoMe UX KHBYy4eCTU. [103TOMY cpaxaThCsi C OPOHUPOBAHHBEIM IIPU3PAaKOM ObIJIO HECTTOKHO. Bee, 4To
OH [IeJiajl, 9TO YCIIOKOUJICS ¥ CUJIbHO IIMHa ux Horamu. OgHaKo UMETh AeJI0 C BOJIKaM{ B MIHOM MHUpe
— 9TO COBCEM Ipyras UCTOpHs. Bo3M0XKHO, 3T BOJIKK Oblyiu ObI cliabee, yeM OPOHUPOBAHHEIE
IpU3paKH B rina3ax BuBuaH. OmMHAKO IJIST YeIoBeKa C HeOObITNM O0EBHIM OMBITOM — yIPo3a
XUUTHUKOB OBINIa SIBHO BBIIIIE.

Xao 2K3Hb BHE3AIIHO HAallleJl 3TO HeEMHOI'0 CMeIIHEIM. He 3agyMbIBasch, OH CTOJIKHYJICS ¢ Mupom
CHOB 1 uckaJj cebe HeIPUSITHOCTEH, TPOCTO YTOOH YKPEIUTh CBOU CHUJIHL. [1eHCTBUTENBHO JIX 9TO
UMEeJI0 CMBICI?

Ero MBICTTH TIpepBal CBET B TEMHOTE. Bonku mpubnuxkanvch. B Bo3myxe BUTal 3allax BOJIKOB, U B
I0JIe 3PEHUS MOSBIISINCH BCE HOBHIE ¥ HOBBIE TEMHBEIE TeHU. BONKY OBINTK TaK OMM3KO, UYTO OH MOT UX
KOCHYThCs. Xao 2K9Hb He 3HaJl, YTO [eNlaTh, €CJIM 3BepPH HaOPOCITCS Ha Hero. TeM He MeHee, OH
IIPEIIONIOKMII, YTO CTasi, BEPOSTHO, CHaYaJsla IOLUUIET OMHOI0 UJTH ABYX, UTOOBI «ITPOBEPUTH BOMY».
Tak «2KMBOTHEIM MUP» ONHKCHIBAI ITIOBeleHre BONKOB. OH He 3HaJI, HACKOJIbKO BeJIMKa Pa3HUIla
Mexny BojikaMu B Mupe CHOB U B peajibHOM MUDE...

[TpoTUBOCTOSIHYE MEXAY HUMU IJIAIOCH Hemonro. ITocne Toro, Kak BOJIKM 0OHApYKUIM, YTO 3acana
He yJajach, OOUH U3 HUX 0OJIbIlle He MOT CePKUBATHLCS U MPHITHYT Ha Xao 2KaH4.



Xao 2KaHb yBHUIE] OTPOMHYIO T€Hb, OBICTPO YBEIMUMBAIOIIYIOCS Iepel HUM. B TOT MOMEHT OH GBI
Ype3BHYaWHO COCPenoTo4YeH. ETo MycKyIbl ObIIM HACTOIBKO HAIMPSIKEHBI, YTO TIOYTH PAa30PBaIKCh.
BHe3amHo oH yBepHYJICS. [Ipexkae ueM YKIOHUTHCS, OH AyMaJl, YTO YOAPUT YePHOT0 BOJIKA IIPSMO B
TPyOb U CHenal CBOM IepBhIH X0 uaeanbHo. Ho B peanbHOCTH Y HETO HE XBAaTUJIO Ha 3TO CMEJIOCTH.
[Tepeq mUIIOM OITAaCHOCTH OBICTPOM aTaKM YKJIOHeHMUe OBIJIO0 TEePBLIM HHCTUHKTOM MYKYKHBHI.

[To kpaltHel Mepe, OH XOPOIIO yBepHYJCs. CTpaHHbIM TMTaHTCKUM YePHEIN BOJIK OB SIBHO OoJlee
CBUPEIIBIM U ITPOBOPHLIM, YeM 10001 BoJIK Ha 3emiie, HO Xao 2K3Hb Bce elrle MOT YBEPHYThCS OT HETO.
YKOHSSCh OT aTaku, Xao 2K9Hb MHCTUHKTUBHO B3MaxHYJI IIpaBoy pyKou. OH CMyTHO YyBCTBOBAaJI,
YTO yOApu YTO-TO, HO OH He ObIJI yBepeH, HaCKOJIbKO MOIIHEIM OBUI yaap.

YepHBIN BOJIK OBICTPO MOBEPHYJICA, YIIaB Ha 3eMyito. OH IepXKaJjcs Ha OIpeneeHHOM PACCTOSHUM U
IpOoTUBOCTOSAN Xao 2K9H10. JIyHHBIN CBET Pa3/iujICs 10 IIPepuH, yiaydlleHHoe 3peHue Xao KaHsd
IIO3BOJIMJIO €My OTUETJIUBO YBUOETh, KaK BHITJIAOAT 3TU 3BEPU.

OHu OBITM TPUMEPHO TaKMMHU K€, KaK BOJIKM Ha 3eMJie, HO OBIIH B IBa pa3a 60sbiie 0OBIYHEIX BOJIKOB
1 BCe OBITM YTOIbHO-4epHEIMU. Ha rosoBe u mosiCHUIIE ObII0 MHOTO IIJIaCTUHYATHIX YEPHBIX
BBIMTYKJIOCTEH, KOTOPhIE, Ka3aioCch, ObIIM YeM-TO BPOE OPOTOBEBIINX Y4ACTKOB KOXKH. ITO OBLI
IIPOCTO [APYIoi BUA, HE TAKOH Ke, YTO ¥ BOJIKH C 3eMIJIH.

Cpenu OKpyzXKalIIuX BOIKOB He 0bI10 6ecrnokoicTBa. OHY MHINbL HEMHOTO CKOPPEKTUPOBATIU
IIOCTPOEHME U HepKaau OKpyxKeHue 1iIoTHee. Xao 2KaHb BuOes BpaxneOHOCTh B 0€CUMCIIEHHBIX
napax ria3. OH ObUT OMIEIOMIIEH. ITHU B3TIISIAEI OBITH IPUCTABHEIMU. BOJIKM BOKPYT HETO
BHUMATEJIbHO HaOTIOfany 3a MPOUCXOMSIITM.

[lepBEIY YEpPHEIN BOJIK yrpoxKarolle 3apeiyan Ha Xao 2K3Hg — 3TOT PHIK IPO3Bydall pa3ipakeHHOo.
OpmuH 13 BHICTYIIOB Ha Tanuu OblT cioMaH. Kasanock, uTo Xao 2KaHb ymapuil ero Hayrap,.

3Beph B MTHOBEHHUE OKa CHOBa HabpocuJscs Ha Xao 2KaHs.

Opzako B TOT MOMeHT Xao 2K9Hb OB B ropa3fo ay4ineM coctosiHuu. OH ObLT yOUBIIEH, 00HAPYKUB,
YTO ero pedueKkch MOTYT He OTCTaBaTh OT 9KCTPEMaIbHLIX YOapoB CTPAHHOTO BOJIKA, X 9TO IIPUAATIO0
€My YBepeHHOCTH. YOeqUBIINCh, YTO OKPYKAIOIIKe ero BOJIKM He cOOUpaloTCs BCTymaTh B O0M, OH
TOYyBCTBOBa cebs 6osee yBepeHHO. Kaxbiit pa3, KOTfia BOIK HaOpackiBalCs Ha HETO, OH IIOBTOPSIIT
cBou percTBusA. OH MPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEII Ha BOJIKa M YETKO BU[EJI ero ABUXKEHUS. 3aTeM OH CHOBa
yBOpAuuBaJCs U OUI 1o HEMY.

Bo Bpemst 6051 OH 00HAPYZKUII, YTO MOXKET BUAETh KaXKAbIH JIONM BOJTYLEH IIEPCTH HaxKe B TAKOM
OvicTpoM TeMiie 00si. B MOMEHT ygapa OH MOT laxke HEMHOTO CKOPPEKTHPOBATh YTOJI aTakKu. ITO
OBLIIO YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH He MOT HCIIHITaTh, KOTOA UMeJI [IeJI0 C BSIIBIMU, OPOHUPOBAHHBIMU
Ipu3pakKaMu, IPUMEHSIONIUME TOJIbKO TPy0yI0 CUITy B CKJIIETIE.

Xao 2Ka9Hb yiapu CTpPaHHOTO BOJIKa B KUBOT. OH cTapasics He MPOCTO IOPa3uTh OPOTOBEBIIYIO
Opownto. CremoBaTeIbHO, BTOPOH yaap OblT IBHO O0jiee MOITHEIM. BOJIK 3aXHBIKAJI, HE CyMEB CXBAaTUTh
Xao XK9us 3a pyOamky u ynan. OgHako Bckope Xao 2K9Hb MOYyBCTBOBaN KI'y4yio 60Jb Ha JIUIIE.



Korga oH mpuUKOCHYJICS K CBOEMY JIMITY, OH 0OHAPYKHUJI, YTO €r0 PYKH ObLIM B KPOBH.

OH Mor ynacTh Ha 3eMJII0, IOTOMY 4YTO 3Ta KPOBb O3HaudaJjla, YTO paHee BOJIK YyTh HE OTKYCHUJI MY
rosioBy. Ho y Hero He OblJI0 BpeMeHHU OpoXKaTh OT CTpaxa. Boyk 1moBepHYyICs u CHOBa 6pocuics Ha
Hero, Kak TOJIbKO BCTa/l Ha HOTH. B 9ToT MoMeHT Xao 2K3Hb OTpearupoBajl MeajieHHee, 4eM BojK. OH
Halioman 3a mpubIuXKawIecs K HeMy IacThi0 BOJIKa, HO €ro TeJI0 He MOTJIO YTHaThCA 3a ero
pasymoM. OH MOT TOJILKO HabJofaTh, Kak YeJIloCTH KyCcall ero pykKy.

— Yepr... — cioHTaHHO KpUKHY Xao 2KaHb. OHAKO, Ipexkye YeM OH CMOT IOHSTh, YTO TOJIBKO YTO
IIPOU3OIIIIO, OH KOE-YTO TOHSII.

— 9-3-9, a moueMy He GOJIBHO?

Bonk Ts2KeJo BUCEN Ha ero pyKe, U OH JeUCTBUTENIbHO JaBUJI Ha €r0 PYKy CBOMMU YEIICTSIMU. TeM
He MeHee, Korfa Xao 2K9Hb BHUMATEILHO MPUCMOTPEJICS, OH 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO er0 PyKa IMOKPHITA
TOHKUM CJIOEM IIOJIYIIPO3PayHoi MeMOpaHhl. JIerkasi MemOpaHa Oblsla TOHKOM, HO 10 HEBO3MOXKHOCTH
TBEPIOU. BOJIK ITOTEPssI MHOTO KJIBIKOB, ITIOKa Kycall ee.

Bonk oTpearupoBan MemyieHHO. ITokeBaB PYKy B TeUeHHe HECKOJTbKUX CeKYH]I, OH IOHSJI, YTO YTO-TO
He Tak. Bonk B3BEUT OT 60711 1 ObICTPO oTCTynuI. OH 6eran KpyraMu B HECKOJIBKMX MeTpPaxX OT HEero ¢
IIOJTHBIM PTOM KPOBH.

Xao KaHb Bce ete 0b11 cOUT € TONKY, moka MT]I He 00BACHUI.

— ITH OBa ymapa ObUTH TOBOJIBHO XOPOIIMMHU, XOTS THI ¥ €[iBa IIPOIIeJT YMCTBEHHYIO ITIePeHAaCTPOHKY.
9TO MOKa3kIBAET, UTO THl MOXKEIb MOAEePKUBATh 00€BOM MEHTAIMTET B ClTy4ae HEBLITOIHBIX
00CTOSITENILCTB. YCIOBHSI CYUTAIOTCS BBHIIIOJIHEHHBIMH. TBOM 0a30BLIe CIIOCOOHOCTH, KaK areHTa,
nocTurnu enu. Temeps TH nony4aenb 2Kectkui [lut. XoTs OH He Tak xopoill, Kak PaHTOMHBIN
[IuT, TaK KaK y HETO HET U3Ty4YeHus, HO OH BCE eIle [JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOII IJIs Tebs.

Xao 2KaHb OBIT B BOoCTOpre OT 3Toro. HakoHel], Ha 3TOT pa3 BopoHa 12345 He oOMaHyna ero!

— Ho s gomxen Tebs mpenynpenuTb, Bo3MoxXHOCTH 2KecTkoro IIluTa orpaHudYeHsl. «YCTPOUCTBOY,
KOTOPOE THI UCIIOJIb3YeIlh I aKTHBAIINH IKUTa B CBOEM Telle, sIBIsieTcs cuMOuoHTOM. OHO
HCIIONIb3YETCS TONTBKO MJISI 3AIlUTH areHTa, YTOO COXPAHUTh My XKU3Hb. He CTOMT cuMTaTh ero
HenoO6enuMbeiM. KoHeuyHO, ero OymeT 0ojiee YeM [OCTATOYHO, YTOOBI CITPABUTLCSA C 3TUMHU BOJIKAMHU.

— 9T0 mocraTtouHo xopouro! — Xao 2K3Hb B3BOJTHOBAaHHO MaxHYJ pykod. Korma oH 00HApYyXKWUII, YTO y
HEero HaKOHEI-TO €CTh YTO-TO, YTO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh «HAaBLIKOM», MY He TepIIeJIoCh UCIIPOOOBATh €ro,
TI09TOMY OH HaOpOCHUJICS Ha Apyroro O1MXKauliero K HeMy BOJIKA.

Bosnku HaKOHEI[ IepecTasny TyIo CMOTpeTh. OHu ObUIM B CMITEeHUH. YeTsIpe BOJIKa OMHOBPEMEHHO
Habpocunmuck Ha Xao 2K3Hs ¢ IBYX Pa3HBIX CTOPOH. OH He YKJIOHUIICS U MTO3BOJIUII UM YKYCUTD cebs,



TaK KaK OH OBbILJI 3alUIIEH MIKATOM. [Tociie TOTo, KaK BOJIKY ITOTEPS/IM HECKOIBKO 3y00B, OHU HAKOHEI]
norrpo0oBanu YKyCcUTh Teno Xao 2Kaus. I'pybast cuia 1 TOBKOCTE BOJIKA He OBLIH HITI030PHBIMH,
KOT[la OHU [ApaJIiCh OOWH Ha OOUH.

BuTsa Oblyla rpaHAKM03HOM U oTpscaieil. Ha camMoM fmene, oHa Obllla He TaKOW yXK U
ITOpPa3uTEeNbHOM, HO TaKOM OHA MOTJIa ITOKA3aThCs €CJIU ee TaK omucaTh. Kak Obl TO HU Ob1I0, Xa0
2K9Hb 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH CpaXKaeTCs, HOBOJIBHO MHTEHCHUBHO, U mpeHeOperan MT]I, korga ToT
roBopwI: «THl CpaXkaelbcs KakK XKHUBOTHOE». B KoHIle KOHIIOB, Xao 2K9Hb cTapascs OBITh
COCPEeIOTOYEHHEIM Ha 0010 ¥ He XOTeJI OTBIEKaThCs, YT00 He mpourpaTh. Xao 2K9Hb OB CHUJIeH, KaK U
YEpHBIE BOJIKK, HO €ro 3allluial IuT. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs BOJIK ObLT U30UT. [Ipyrue BONKU
TaKyKe He pelllajiiCh BEICTYIIUTE BIIepe[, TOHAB, YTO 9TOMY UyAaKy Hellb3s MPUYUHUTE Bpen. Ho
BOJIKH ITO-TIPEXKHEMY ObI/IM XKeCTOKMMU. PaHeHbI THTAaHTCKUH BOJIK BCE eIlle BRITPSIMIISII IIe0 U
3apelyarl.

— Tl IoMAOUITbE MO0 XXKU3HB?

Kak mor Xao 2KaHb OTCTYIIUTE?

— Hu 3a yto! KTO TONMBKO 4TO Hamana Ha MEHS MEPBBLIM?

— 4 npocTo cmoTpen. OH nepBhi Ha TeOs Haman! Bonk B3peBes1, OrsAmeNcss U 3aKpudall.

— He cmoTpu, Tpyc, NpUOHN U TIOMOTY MHE!

— HeBaxHo, KTO 13 Bac, 51 cOOMpParoCh CXBaTUTh TeOs... YepT BO3bMHU, Thl MOXKEIIIb TOBOPUTH?!

— Kakoro uepra Thl Tak Me[IJIEHHO COO0pazKaels?
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