Anekcen ¥ JyieoHOpa MJIAHUPOBAIHM OTIPABUTLCS B Maru4yeckui iec BepxoM Ha rpudonax. Ho B
TIOCJIETHUYM MOMEHT BO3HMKJIA pobieMa. [puHKa 1nepenana neoHOpe, 4TO AJTEKCel0 CTOUT
3abpaThcs 3a0paThes Ha cnuHy ['puinku. Ha 4To uMmepaTop cpasy CIPOCHITL:

— A Henb3d 1M HAM C JJI€0HOPOU JIeTEeTh BMeCTe?

— ...I'puHKa rOBOPUT, YTO HaM JIyYIlle JIETETh OTHENbHO. A ['pUIllKa He X04eT, YTOObI KaKoi-HUOY b
IpyTo¥ MyK4yuHa 3a0upacs Ha CIIMHY ero XeHHl, fJaXKe eCJIU 3TO YeJIOBEK.

— Ho rpudonuxu mensa He uatepecyioT! A! [Touemy Ol HaM He MOJIETETh BMeCTe Ha [puinke? —
cumTas 3TO OTJIMYHOU upeeu, AjieKcer MoCMOTpe Ha ['pUIlKy, TOT INIsHYJI Ha CBOI Ka4yalollyio
TOJIOBOM XKEHY.

— ...'puHKe He HPaBUTCS 3Ta Umes.

Ha 3ToMm Anekcero IpUIIIOCH COATHCS. XOTh OH U ObIJT HACTOMYMB BO BCEM, YTO KacaaoCh JJIEOHOPHL,
HO He MOT He yCTynuTh. KaxpIil 13 HUX ocefjial CBOero rpudoHa, U OHU HaKOHEI HallPaBUJIUCh K
Maruyeckomy Jiecy.

[Tapsimye B Hebecax rpudOHEI C UX PACIPABICHHLIME KPBIILIMHU BRITTIAAEIH 00KeCTBeHHO. YTOOR
n30exkaTh HeJOpa3yMeHUH B XOfie TI0JIETa, HAPOAY UMIIEpPUM 3apaHee COOOIMIM 00 UX MOJIETE, TaK
YTO II0 BCEMY IIYTH CIIEHOBAHUS MOXKHO OBLIIO 3aMETHUTH JTI0[eH, CMOTpPEBUIUX B HEOO. TaMm ObITu U
CTApUKM C 671arOroBeHMEM CKJTa[bIBABIINE PYKU ¥ OTBELINBAIOIINE TIOKJIOHH I'prudoHaM, U BECEIIO
MaxaloIlie PyKaMu JeTH.

— BekoHYHK, 3T0 BeJuKOoIenHo! BHU3Y CTONBKO Jrofen-na! — Jy1eoHopa I0YyBCTBOBAJIA
obneruenue, HaOmomgas 3a PACKUHYBIIMMCS BHU3Y BUIOM.

— ¥ Tebs1 cefiuac mpocTo 3aBOpaXKUBAIOLIAs YIbI0Ka, DieoHopa! — e€ ynbiOKa Obllla 3apa3uTeNbHOM,
TaK 4TO AJTIeKCeil He yOepKaJcs U YIHIOHYICS B OTBET.

Brnarogaps maruu Anekcesi OHA MOTJIM CIIOKOMHO pa3roBapuBaTh fiake B XOfie TOJIETa.
— BeKoHUYMK NPOCTO 3aMeyaTesNbHbIl! OH BCE MOKET-TI9!
— O, s MHOTO TPEHUPOBAJICS U CTapaTeNlbHO U3ydas Maruio.

Korpa ITupoxka ymepsa, Marust Anekcest Oblyia pa36/I0KMpOBaHa U BHIIIJIA U3-TI00 KOHTPOJIS, eT0
IOHOE TeJI0O He MOTJIO BhIjep:KaTh BCIO Ty 0CBOOOAMBIIYIOCS 3Hepruio. Ho mo3xke 61aromaps
HEYEeJI0BEYECKUM YCUITUSM, KOTOPHIE ITPUILIOCH TPUIIOKHUTE, OH CyMeJl B3SITh €€ MO KOHTPOJIb U B
UTOTE CTAJl CaMBbIM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM MaroM UMIIEPHUH.

— 4 pag, 94TO y MEHS €CThb 3TU CUJIBL.
— Koneuno! MbI MOkKeM pa3roBapuBaTh BOT Tak faxe B Hebe!

HimenHo Onmaromapst 3TOu cuiie Ajekcel cTan uMmnepaTopoM. Ero mpo3Banu ClIOCOOHBIM BUIETh
CKBO3b JII00BIE CXeMBI IEMOHOM, HO Ha [iejie OH IPOCTO UCII0JIb30Bajl B OCHOBHOM CBOM 3HAHUS O
Maruu.

— 41 oueHb pajl, YTO BHOBb BCTPETUIT ITIEOHODY.

— A s meliCTBUTENbHO Pafia CHOBA BUIETh beKoHunKa-13!



Crouno Ha TOPHU30HTE IIOKA3aThCA Marn4eCKOMY JIECY, KdK SHGOHOpa IIPOCTO yKe He MOTI'JIa YCUOETh
Ha MecCTe OT B036y}KJJ;eHI/I${:

— Bekonuuk! 9To Marugeckuu nec-n3! Ox? A BOH B TOM MeCTe MaJi0 JepPeBbeB? BHITMISAOUT Kak
OosbIas MPOIIeIINHA-TII.

YacTb s1eca, 0 KOTOPOU OHa TOBOpHJIa, Oblyla UMEHHO TOM, I/ie Marusi AJleKcest BRIpBajach Hapyxy B
TOT MaMSITHBIY [IEHb.

— YM-M, 3TO MOS Marus Torga pa36yH1eBanaCL " Chejiajia 3TO MeCTO TaKHUM.

— BekoHuMK, TH TOBOPUII, YTO TBOSI Marus Torma Obljla 3amevyaTaHa-13. ITO U3-3a TOTO, YTO IeYaTh
cloMajach?

— HUwmenno.

QOO

CToumo UM IOAJIETETE K JIEeCY, KaK OHU C JIETKOCTHIO HAILIJIA TO MECTO, TTie PaHbllle KUJIH.
— I'me xe-1m13? BOT, MBI 3[€Ch XKUJIH.

— Ox.

— JlaBa# 3mech u npusemnumMcs! ['puHKa, noxKanyucra-ia.

['puHKa coryiacuiack ¥ Hadayla CHAXKAThCS. JJIE0OHOPA IIPOCTO HE MOTJIa CAEPKATLCS 0T HETEPIEHUS.
Korma rpudoHb HaKOHeIl TPU3eMITUIKCh B Jiecy, JJIe0HOpe B Tla3a cpaly Opocuiach GemHast
PaCTUTENBHOCTD, TAaK UTO €€ MepPBLIM BIeYaTIeHHEeM CTallo:

— OHO OT/IMYAETCS OT TOTO, YTO OBINIO.

[TepBBIM CHEIIMBIINICS ANIEKCEH MTOMOIIEN K HEH U C JIETKOCTBIO ITOMHSII 3a TaJIui0, YTOOB TOMOYb
CIYCTUTBCS.

— L.

Korpga oH KOCHYJICS €€, cepflle DJIeOHOPH! 3aTperneTano. B mocmegHee BpeMsi UM MaJjlo yIaBaioch
IIPOBECTU BPEMEHU BMECTE, TaK Kak Anekcel ObIT 0COOEHHO 3aHST UMIIEPCKUMU JIeJIaMH.

— JI-mopm Anekcedt, 6rmarogapio Bac.
— Ox, TH He yCTasna B nyTu?
OHu neTenu BCIO JOPOTY OT CTOJIUIEL He OCTaHAB/IMBASACH U He [eflasi KOPOTKUX IIPUBAIOB.

— I'puHKa Takas myumcTas ¥ HaMHOT0-MHOT'0 KoMGOpTHee 1t000¥ KapeTH-113. Y Ha Hell He TPSCET,
— paccMesinach B 0TBET JJI€0HOPA.

— Ia yX, TEI IIpaBa.

— HimenHo-m3! i, bekoHuukK. [Touemy Ob HaM He OTIIPABUTHLCS B eIy, B KOTOPO# Ml xkunu? OHa
Beb COBCEM PALOM-III.



17 neT mpomuno ¢ TeX mop, Kak cuiia Ayekces BeIpBajach Ha cBO60My, ORICTPOPACTYIINE NEPEBLS yXKe
BHUOHEJHUCh TO TYT, TO TaM, @ TaK¥Ke MOXKHO OBIJIO BUIETh LIBETHI ¥ TPABY, ITOKPHIBABIINE 3€MITIO
3€JIEHBIM KOBPOM.

— O, momuu.
B oTBeT O1neoHoOpa TOMBKO eIIE pue YILI0HYIach.

Wps gepes nec, dineoHopa MpefaBaniach BOCIOMUHAHUSAM, a AfleKceit BHUMATEIbHO JIOBUJ KaXKIoe eé
C710BO. B 3aMKe fieByIlIKa He MOTJIa CBOOOIHO TOBOPUTE, TaK UTO TENephb €€ OBIII0 HE OCTAHOBUTS.
Brpouem, GOIBIIMHCTBO €€ BOCIIOMUHAHUY OBITM HUYEM MHBIM, KaK XBaJIOM B CTOPOHY IOHOTO
Anekcesi. OH OblT XOpolil B cOOpe 0pexoB, Hay4uI eé MucaTh, PUCOBaJl KAPTUHKU U TOMY ITOfoOHOe.

— OH OBIJT TAKUM TIOABUKHBEIM U YMHBIM-T13. BEKOHYMK, MOE COKPOBHIIIE.

— A Temneps? — HEOXKUOAHHO CIIPOCHII AJIEKCeH, 0 3TOTO MOJIYa €€ CIIYIIaBIIHH.
OeoHOpa OCTAHOBUIIACH M IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha Hero:

— ITaxe ceryac OH COKPOBHIIE, KOTOPOE MOPOXKe MHE BCEro Ha CBeTe.

YcnbimiaB 3TH C10Ba, AJIeKCel He yaepKacs U 00HSIT IeBYIIKY:

— 41 mo6mio Tebs1, JneoHopa.

Kakoe-To BpeMs OHU Tak ¥ CTOSIM, AepkKa OPYT Opyra B 00bSITUAX, a 3aTeM AJleKCel Hayall OCHIIaTh
€€ TIOLIeNysIMU: B IIEKU, MAKYIIKy ¥ — HaKOHeI] — B I'y0Obl. J7ie0HOpa yKe He MepBHIU pa3
CTaJIKMBalach C TAKUM IIPOSIBIIEHNEM HEXKHOCTH C €r0 CTOPOHEI, HO BCE eIl€ He MOTJjla IPUBLIKHYTE,
TaK 4TO BCE €€ TeJIo IBITIAJIo ¥ OHa He MOTIJla IOMEeBENIUTLCA OT CMYIIeHUS.

Ot nocenHero ri1y60Koro Momenyst y Je0HOPH TaK IepexBaTUiIoO AyX, YTO OHAa He CMOTJIa YCTOSTh
Ha HOTaX, HO AJleKkceii cpa3y Xke MmoiMal e€ U TOOHSI Ha PYKH.

— HpOCTI/I, SHGOHOpa, — XOTb OH ¥ U3BUHSJICS, HO HU KaIlJId BUHEI B HEM He YYBCTBOBAJIOCh.

SHGOHOpa C KPaCHBIM JIMIIOM M HAIIOJIHEHHBIMHU CJI€3aMHU I'NIa3aMU OPO2KaIl¥M I'OJIOCOM
I102KaJI0BaJIaCh:

— A-a, 4 He 3HAI0 Kyfa AeBaThCs OT cMyleHuss. OCTaHOBUTECH, JTOpA Anekcen!

— IIpocTH, HO 5T HE MOTY OCTAaHOBHUTHCS. JJIEOHOPA CIIUIIKOM MHUjasi, TaK YTO He MOTY.

— Ho s B 9TOM He BUHOBaTa, — JJIEOHOPA He 3HAaJ/a, YTO CKa3aTh €My B OTBET.

«XM? O yém oH? OH BemeT cebst Kak pe0eHOK! ManeHbKUY BeKOHYUK OBbIT YMHBIM M MUJIBIM, TaK 4TO

HHUKOI'Ia TakK II0-JE€TCKU He Kallpu3HW4YaJl-II3. A-a-a, Yy MeH4A BCE JIUIIO0 TOPHUT OT CMYI.LIQHI/IH!»
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