Ha cnepnyromuii meHb J71e0HOpa CMeHUIa IIaThe U HaKpacusaach Iepef TeM, KaK OTIIPaBUTLCS Ha
BCTpeuy ¢ AnekceeM. Eii momorasnu Te e TOPHUYHLIE, UTO ¥ nepen 6anom — Jlupa u Jlapuca. OHu
OBLITH ITOJTHOCTBIO0 0YapPOBAHEI DJIE0OHOPOM.

— Jlemu DmeoHOPa, BalllK BOJIOCH CBETSTCS MOKOOHO CONHITY, a Ballla KOXKa IpeKpacHa Kak
yrucTenmnii papdop, — ckasana JIupa, Aesas IpUIeCcKy IJI€OHOPHI.

Jlapuca, 3aHMMaBIIIAsCsS MAaHUKIOPOM, COTJIAINasiCh C HallapHUIIEeH, OT BCeH OyIIM KUBHYIIA:

— BbI He HaliIETe HUKOTO IIPEKpacHee Jaxe 3a IpefenamMu uMmnepun. K Tomy xe, Balia Kpacota He
TOJIbKO BHEIIHSIS, BHYTPH BBl CUSIETE TaKXkKe SPKO.

«C aTuMu IByMs BCE xopolno-na63? He mymaio, YTo OHM YTO-TO 3agyMasid, HO, MOXKET, YTO-TO HE TO
crenu? Kakou-Hubyap rauouHOreH b rpu6? JIloOuTenu He TOXKHEI €CTh CIy4alHble TPUOHL. »

XoTb OHa u Gecrmokounnack 06 UX 3MOPOBbEe, €€ HUKOTA PaHbIIle TaK He XBAJIUJIM, YTO CMYTHUIIO €€,
3acTaBUB MTOKpacHeTh. [a, 91eoHopa 3Hajla 0 CBOEM KpacoTe B 9TOW KHU3HU, HO IIOCJIE TOTO KakK eé
CTOJIKO 3BajJId MOHCTPOM B IIPOIIJION, OHA BEpHUJIa, UTO IPAKTUYECKH /1000, Ha KOT'0 HafleHyT
KpacCHBOE TIJIaThe U Y KOTO HET 3eJIEHOM KOXKU, MOXKET CYUTAThCS KPaCUBLIM. ENMHCTBEHHBIM
uckmodeHreM Obi1 bekonuuk. OH OB TpeKpacHee KpaCUBEUIITNX KYKOJI.

«Ecu roBOpPUTE 0 KpacoTe, Torfa Tl OyAelh ToBOPUTh 0 bekoHunKe. Ecny yBUAnIb, KaKoil OH
MUJIBIH, TO yIafgeb B 00MOPOK-1I9.»

Ho 3neoHopa BCE paBHO coYsia HEOOXOAUMBIM IT0GIAarOlapUTh AEeBYIIEK 38 KOMIIIUMEHTHI:
— ...Bol mpeyBenuuyuBaeTe, HO BCE PaBHO criacubo.

E€ ckpoMHas ynbei0Ka, COTPOBOXKAABINAs 3TH CJIOBa, TPOHYIAa TOPHUYHEBIX [0 CIIE3.

— JT10 yucrasd npasga! Mel pafel CIIyKUTh BaM, Jiequ JJieoHopa!

Jlvpa u Jlapuca 0OJHOBPEMEHHO TIOKJIOHUITUCH, TOBOPS 9T0. Ho Ha3HaueHue K CTapllel JoYepu
repruora He MOTJI0 OBITh BRITOAHBEIM 7151 HUX, JaXKe camMa JJIE0OHOpPa AyMaja, UTO 9TO IIOX0XKe CKopee
Ha TIOHUKEHUE.

«MoxXeT, BO3MOXHO, HaJl HUMHU U30eBal0TCS B IJIaBHOM 3HaHUU-0a03? Eciau 370 Tak, TO MHe OB
XOTEJIOCh YTO-HUOYIb COenaTh.»

— ...Bam Tsakeno paboTaTh B rJIaBHOM 3TaHUN?

[IBe TOpHUYHbIE CKJIOHUJIU T'OJIOBHL HAOOK, HEOyMeBas K YeMy KJIOHUT JIEOU:

— Het! MBI feiiCTBUTEIBHO IPOCTO Pafbl IPUCTyKUBATh BaM, J1eu IIeoHopa!

Ho aTu cnoBa TOMbKO e1lé 00bllle MOCTAaBUIN JIIEOHOPY B TYIHK:

— ...fcHo. Ecnu y Bac Korga-nu6o BO3HUKHYT IPo0ieMbl, 00653aTeIbHO MHE CKaXKUTe.

B3arnsap cupmesIie 31e0HOPH, YCTPEMIEHHEIM Ha HUX CHU3Y BBEPX, 3acTaBuil Jlupy u Jlapucy
IIepexBaTUTh AbIXaHUE.

«Kaxk s ¥ gymasa, OHM TOYHO CheJId KaKO#-TO CTPaHHBIN rpub.»



B nmr060M crydae 3a pa3roBOpaMy TOPHUYHEIE TOMOTTIH JJIE0OHOPEe OfeThCs. [1naThe He OBIIO HOBRIM,
¥ JJIe0HOPa yXKe HafleBasla ero, Korja MpuHUMalla MPUTIalieHus Ha 9ai. ITyCTh OHO OBIIO CITUIIKOM
MeIIEBEIM [IJIST JOYepH TepIiora, HO Ha Hel CHUIeJIOo ¥ BHITTISIIeNI0 HaMHOTO JOPOXe, TaK YTO BIIOJIHE
TIOMXOMUTIO MIJIST Cydas.

3arnsageiBasiCh Ha Pe3yIbTaThl CBOeH paboThl, TOPHUYHEBIE IPOBOIUIN JJIEOHOPY K KapeTe. OHU Tak U
OCTaBaJIUCh B IIOKJIOHE, ITI0OKAa KapeTa C UX TOCII0XKOW He CKpPhUIaCh U3 BULOY.

OOOOOO
Iep:ka KOP3UHKY, B KOTOPOU OBIIO MSTh BUOB MMUPOTOB, DJI€0HOPA BOIIIa B 3aMOK. Kak ogun u3
c11oco60B YHU3UTH MTafuepully, Mauexa He OTIIPaBuUia C HE HU OOHOU COTIPOBOXK/AIOIIEH IaMbl, O

4éM e€ 0Tell CKOpee BCero naxe He HorafgbiBajics. ['epIor HaBepHO U IIOLyMaTh He MOT, YTO OHa
OTIIPABUTCS OOHA.

Y Bxoma B 3aMOK JJ1e0HOPY BCTpeTun Oner, TOT Oesblif phIllaph, YTO COIIPOBOXKIAI €€ HOMOM Iapy
OHeUu Ha3am:

— Ilo3BOIBTE MHE B3ATh Ballly KOP3UHKY.
«Ho oHa coBceM He Tsaxkemnas!»

— ...Brarogapio Bac 3a 3a60Ty, HO MHE He TSKeJ0, — DJIE0OHOpA IOTYIIH/IA B30D, CTapasiCh CKPHITH
9MOIIVY, OXBATHUBIINE €€ OT OMHOM MBICITH O TOM, UTO €M emlé IIeJiblid IeHb MPUAETCS MIPOBECTH B 3TOM
HeyIoOHOM IIIaThe aKKypaTHO ogbupasi KaXkgoe CJI0BO.

«BoT 6uH-ga63! MHe Tenepb BeCch IeHb IPUAETCS TOBOPHUTH KakK enu-13?! HeHaBuKy-1a!»
— 41 prIlIaph, TaK YTO S HE MOTY ITO3BOJIUTD JIEX CAMOW HECTH €€ BEIlld.

«To ecTh phitlapu DOOPH K neau-gaba. IToxoxke, B KHUXKKAX MKUCAIK MpaBay-ma... Ho g 6ria youTa
pHILIaPEM. »

OeoHOpa BEIHYKIEHHO COTJIaCHUIIach ¥ OTHAJa CBOK MOKIIaxy Onery.
— OHa [OBOILHO TSIKenast Ojs JIeOu.
«A BOT 1 HeT. TaM BCEro-To mSTh MUPOTOB. {1 HaunHa 6ECIIOKOUTHLCS O CUJe JIeMW B 3TOM MHUPEe-TI3.»

Cnenys 3a phillapeM, J7e0HOpa IMOgHSIach Ha KPHIIY, OKPYKEeHHYI0 BLICOKUM TapaleToM, SBHO
yKa3bIBaBIIKM Ha TO, YTO 3aMOK MCIIOJIb30BaJICS B KAUEeCTBe KPETOCTU. 3eCh OB HAKPHIT CTOJ TIOT,
30HTOM, 3a KOTOpHIi U Tpucesa JieoHopa. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CO COMBIIMMCS OHIXaHUEM
npuMyasncsa Ayekceu.

Ero ¢urypa B rinasax geByLUIKY HaloXuaach Ha 00pa3 bekoHunKa, KOTOPEIM 4acTo Tak ke Oexar,
BEIOMBASCH U3 CUJI, YTOOHI [T0KA3aTh i HalIeHHbIE B JIECY OPEXHU.

«OH Tak noxoxX Ha bekoHunKka! B 9TOT pa3 ero B3rasAA He TaKou X0NoAHBIM. COBCEM KaK HaCTOSIINUN
BekoHYuK!» — HECMOTpPS Ha yAuBIIeHNUE, JIEe0H0Pa, KaK U I0JI0KEHO, TOTHANACh 1
IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAJIa UMIIEpaTOPa, BLIIIOJTHUB KHUKCEH.

— ...Bnaronapfo BAC 3a IIpUTJIallIEeHHne.



Anekcell He MUrasl YCTABUJICS Ha He€. XOTh OHA U MTOJIHOCTHIO OT/IMYaach OT [THPOKKH, OH BCE
pPaBHO YYBCTBOBAJI HOCTAJIBTHUIO, TJISIAS Ha AeBYIIKY. Ho He TombKo e€. Ero ceppiie CTpaHHO, HO
CJIa[KO HEIJIO IPY KaX[0# BCTpeUe ¥ UMIIePATOPy XOTEeJI0Ch 3HATh II0YEMY.

— Pap Bac cHOBa BUIETh, — HEXKHO YIIBIOHYIICS Anekcei. — J[laBaiiTe IPUCSIIEM.

«CoBceM Kak bekonuuk! Ho B mpoIblil pa3 ero BeJIU4ecTBO OBIJT COBCEM OPYTUM-II3. [loueMy OHU
TaK MTOXOXKU-19? MOXKEeT JIM ero BeJITU4eCcTBO OBITh POACTBeHHUKOM bekoHuuka? Eciu Tak, To, MOXKeT,
€ro BeJIM4YeCTBO JAaCT MHE BCTPETUTHLCS ¢ beKoHunkoM! bekonunk! BeKOHYUK!» — 0fgHa MBICTIb O
BO3MOXKHOU BCTpede C MaJlbuuKOM, 0 KOTOPOM OHa TaK TOCKOBaJjla, 3aCTaBuia JJIEOHOPY YyTh JIX HE
paciinakaTbCs OT CHACThS.

— B uém mgenmo? — Eé cné3sl MOMEHTaIbHO 3acTaBuIn AjleKcest 3allaHUKOBaTh, HO NEBYIIKA JIUIIh
MoOJT4ajia B OTBET. — BB TaK He XOTENU MPUHKUMATh MOE IIpUralleHue?

— ...He B aToM memno. A mpocTo BcriomMHMIa Koe-Koro. OH O4eHb IMOX0XK Ha Bac, Ballle BETMYECTBO.
KoneuHo, eMy OBIJIO JIUIIL IEBATh, KOTTla MBI BUFENIUCH B MIOCTIENHKN pa3, HO BH JefCTBUTENILHO
IIOXOXKMU.

[eBsTh... AleKceli IpeKpacHO MOMHMII, YTO eMy ObLJI0 Kak pa3 [eBSATh JIeT, KOIr[a Ha ero Iiasax
youmnu [TupoxkKy.
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