Mepuanb yneIOHYIach ¥ B OTBET Ha €T0 SIPOCTHBIM B3I M CKJIOHUIIA TOJIOBY.

— Torpa g Hagetoch, 4To Ero BennyecTBo MOMOXKET MHE B 3TOM, — OTCTYIlas OT HEro, cKasaja
Mepusinb.

Ter[epb, KOIr'Ia OHa yXKe€ He IIPUTBOPAJIACh JIypO‘-IKOfI, BCe U3MEHUJIOCh. MHOTHe He X0TeNu 651, YTOOBI
IIpaBOa BCIIJIbIJIa Ha IIOBEPXHOCTL.

Koneusno, HMIIEPATOp U3 UX YuCiia.

«4l HY 3a 4TO He Tomuia OB Ha TaKylo IJIYIOCTb, €CIU Obl He UMIIEPATOP».

Co CKOJTbKMMY HaeMHBIMHU yOuiIiaMu Mepuasb CTOIKHYIAch 3a 9TO BPpeEMS?

OmHy, 3aMaCKUPOBAHHEIE TIOT CJTy2KaHOK, MOJTYa MOJHUMAIK HaJl Hel Med, a gpyrue 6e3xXamoCTHO
CTpensinyu B Hee U3 apOajeToB, II0Ka OHa craja y ce0s B IOCTeH.

Bce 3Ty mronu OvIiM HEOOBIYAWHO TAJIAHTIUBEL

Opuako uMmmepaTop OB He U3 TeX, KTO CTasl OBl ITOfIBEpPraTh 3pIrepliora OMacHOCTH Ha BUAY Y BCEX.

«9TO cOenasn KTO-TO APYrou?».

OHa He MoOrJia He JyMaTh 00 3TOM.

B compoBoxpnenuu Bpana Mepusne 0TIIpaBUiachk BO ABOPEL,.

[To nopore ona BciomHusa o Kiayce.

OHa He MorJa 3a0bITh, KaK geprajiaChb €ro jJeBas PyKad. KaxeTcs, oHa MOHSIA, II04eMy €ero mmpo3Baian
YyHoOBHIIIEM.

Mepuasnbs BopBajiach K HEMY B KOMHATY.

— A-a-a! — 0H My4YHUTENBHO 3aKpUYall, KaK TOJIbKO Mepuaib OTKphLIa ABEPD B €T0 CIaIbHIO.

IToka Knayc 0usics B nmpunanke, bpaH mepxa ero 3a jJeBoe IjIedo.

— YT0 3a 4epTOBIIMHA 30eCh TBOPUTCS, bpau?



— JTO0 KPOBb YyOBHUIIA Pa3bIrpaiach.

— Yto0?

Bpan cxBatun Knayca 3a 7eBBIf pyKaB ¥ Pa30opBall ero.

— He mornu GbI BHI, TOZKaJIyHCTa, JOCTaTh MHe JIeKapCcTBa U3 TOTO sAIuKa, Bama CBETIOCTH?

Mepuaibk TOPOIIMBO BHIABUHYIA SIIMK O0KOBOT0 CTOjuKa. OHA yBUeIa PSIbI MMy3bIPHKOB C CHHEN
JKHMIKOCTBIO, B3s1/Ia OOUH U IMIPOTSIHYIa ero bpany.

— JTaBHBIM-ITaBHO MBI C TPYHOOM OfiepzKau 1nodeny Hajl MOHCTPaAMU, HO 3PIIepIoT MOTyYuI
Cepbe3Hoe paHeHHUe.

— 3TO BH He O IIIpaMe 4Yepe3 ero NEBBIM I'Ma3? — CIPoCcuia Mepuab.

— Bce meno — B ero PykKe.

Knayc kpuyasn u CTOHaJ, IIOKa eMy BJIUBAJIA B POT JIEKAPCTBO, HO ITOCTENEHHO ycnokouscs. bpax
II0JIOTEHIIEM CTEeP IMYPIYPHYIO XKUOKOCTH C €T0 JIEBOU PYKHU.

— Omna TakK pearupyeT TOJIBKO Ha KPOBb UyOOBHIIIA.

MepI/IST[b, TIIOHAB, 4TO MyPIypHad XKUOKOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHA IMOCYUTAJIa 3€JIbeéM, Ha CaMOM [eJie
OKa3aJlaCk KPOBBIO YyOOBHUIIA, 3aKPEINIA POT.

— Korpa KpoBb 4ymoBHUIlla BCTYIIAET B KOHTAKT C JIEBOM PYKOM, OHA pearupyeT Tak ke, KaK ¥ MHOTO
JIeT Ha3aj. ITO MMapa3uT, KOTOPHIN XKUBET 3a CYET APYTHX, U OH 00MTAeT y splLrepliora B J1eBOM pPyKe.

MepI/ISHB CTJIOTHYJIA X 3dKPEIJIa POT.

Bripaxenue «JymoBUIITHEIN IPITeplor» OblJI0 He 0TBIeYeHHEIM. OH 1 B caMOM fiesie ObLI
YyOOBHILEM, KOTOPOE KUJIO C paHaMH, ITOJIy4eHHBIMH, KOTla OH peGeHKOM cpaxaJicsi C MOHCTPaMH.

— BawMm cTpamHo0? — nouHTEpecoBancs bpaH.

Mepnanb TMIOHATHA HE UMEET, KOI'la €T0 JIeBasd PyKa B30ECUTCS CHOBA.

OnHa noHATHUSA He MMeJla, KOTfa IIPOKJISATHE IIePEKUHETCS C JIEBOU PYKHU 3pLIreplora K HeMy B T'OJIOBY
U 3aBilafieeT UM. [IpeficTaBuB cebe HaUXyAIINY BapHaHT Pa3BUTHUS COOBITHM, MepuaIb 3aXKMypHUIIach.



— Opurepiior moo6eran, YTo JacT MHE CMBICH XKU3HU. ['0BOPST, UTO CYIPYKECKUEe TapHl TOJKHEI
ToJjlaraThCs APYT Ha gpyra. Ha aToT pa3 s momory Knaycy BRIKUTL, — PEIIUTENbHO OTBETHIA OHA.

Mepuanb faxe MpefcTaBUTh cebe He MOTJIa, CKOJIb O0IBHO U TPYAHO, HOMKHO OBITh, €My OBLIO.

OH 3agBUJI, YTO JACT €M CMBICH AJi CyIIeCTBOBaHUS.

OH He oOpalrancs K Her 3a ITOMOIIIBIO.

Mepuanb B3TJsSHYA HA €T0 PYKY, AePKaBIIyIOCS 3a ee JIa[OHb.

OT TBITBHOM CTOPOHHI €0 JIAMOHEeH [0 Iyey ObLIM BHITPABUPOBAHEl YEPHO-KPACHbIe y30phl. Korma
Mepuans 0CMOTpeIa ero JeByI0 PyKy, OHa MOHsa, moueMy Knayc Bce BpeMst HOCUT TTePYaTKH.
BriepBrie B XKU3HU ee cepple OelleHo0 KOIOTUI0Ch U3-3a MYKUKMHEI.

MepI/ISJ'Ib BEIIIJIa U3 KOMHATHI, YTOOBI CMEHUTH T'PA3HO0€E IIOJABEHEYHOE IIJIaThe.

3aTreM Knayc, KOTOpBIfI, Ka3aJIOCh, IMOTEePAI CO3HAHUE, OTKPHIJI I'JIa3d.

— Pa3Be He 3T0 THI IIBITAJICS COEJaTh?

— B CTapaeTeChb He BBA3BIBATHCA B 3TO, HO 3TO BCE PABHO BaC HACTUTAET.

— 4 ue CMOTY CIIPAaBUTLECA C 3THUM CHOBA.

— Crout Bam Y6e}KaTB " OTBEPHYTLCHA, BaM IIPUAETCA OTBEYATh IIepenq BCEMU.

YcnrimaB oty croBa bpaHa, Knayc MenneHHO BEIOpacs U3 IOCTEH.

BcnomuHasi, 94TO MPOU3OIIIO0 Ha IIEPEMOHKH, OH TIOIIEBEJINII JIEBOU PYKOH. Mepuainb, He K0neOIsich,
CXBaTHJa ero 3a IJIeY0, HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO, JOJIZKHO OBITh, 3TO 3peJuile ObIJIO YKaCHBIM. MepHuanb
BCeraa ocTaBajiach COOOH.

Ona 6eCrie¥HO rOBOPHJIA O BaXKHOM, CMESICh KakK 030pHas JeB4oHKa. OH OBUI HOTPSICEH, KOTHa OHa
BIIEPBBIE 3aTOBOpHUIa C HUM 0 Opake.

— Yro TH 00 3TOM [yMaelb?

— 9T0 OBINIA HE MOC/IeNHSS MONBITKA. KaK OHM ITOCMENH MPOIUTL KPOBb YYMOBHINA?



— Y Tebst morafoK HeET. HaBepHoe, 9Ta BRIXOOKa IIPpedHa3Ha4YaJIaCh OJId IIPUHIIECCHI.

B oTBeT Ha 9TH coBa Knayc B3goxXHYII.

[TpubLIB B TOMECThe 3purepiiora, Mepuasb 4acTo B3[bIXala.

Knayc, 3ab6upast y bpaHa cTakaH BOMBI, 3aTOBOPHII:

— 4 OyMalO, 94TO TaK OHH IIBITAJIMCh PA3BJI€YbCS.

910 OBlna IIyTKa Haf MpuHIeccoi. Kimayc BCIIOMHMII, OT CKOJIBKMX HaeMHBIX yOuiill oH n30aBUJICS 3a
370 BpeMsi. HamepeHnus uMmmnepaTopa OBIIHA CIIMIIKOM UCKPEHHHU [JIS TOT0, YTOOBI Ka3aThCs
CMEIIHBEIMH.
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