— CKOJIBKO BBHI COTJIQCHEI pacCCKa3aThb MmHe? i He IIpouly BacC 3TO OejiaTh, €CJIX BBl HE XOTHUTE.

— Her, s pemuna BaM OBEPUTHCS.

Benb CKOPO OHH ITOKEHATCA.

Mepuams rmy60K0 B3MOXHYIa U CXKaja Apoxalnue pyku. KapeTa MemieHHO HaYWHANa
OCTaHABIIUBATHLCS, HO IEBYIIKA BCe XKe 3ar0BOPHIIA, PEILIUB, YTO, ECTH HE Cedvac, TO HUKOTOa
0oJIbIIIe.

— Ero BenuuecTBo yOuIT MOMX POOUTETIEH.

— Yro0?..

— OH neiTaeTcsd Y6I/ITL 1 MEHs, II0CJIe TOI'O KakK IIOHSJI, YTO 4 3HAal0 O €0 BUHE B UX CMEPTAX.

— 9TO CMEIIIHO.

— OueBUOHO, TPUTBOPHUBIIUCE AYPOHA, ST CMOTJIa BEIZKUTE GJ1aromapst TOMy, 4To CKopOesia 1o CMepTH
pomuTenel. Pa3Be TO, UTO g CMOTJIa BEIPACTH, HE MOXKET CITyKUTb NOKa3aTeJIbCTBOM?

Knayc cxan 3y0sl. Ha ero CTUCHYTHIX KyJlaKaX IIPOCTYIIMIIN BeHBl. Ka3anoch, OH ejie CIepKUBaeT
TIPUCTYT SpocTH. [1o HeMy Heb3s OBIIIO CKAa3aTh, YTO OH 30J1, HO TaK ¥ OBLIO Ha caMoM fefie. Y Hero
SIPOCTHO CXKAaJIOCh Ceplle.

— 4 BbIGpaJ'[a IIpOAOoJIZKaTh OeJIaThk TO, YTO AeJIal0 cenydac, u3-3a YYBCTBAd BUHEI.

Mepuasnb, [0Yb MPEABIAYIIUX UMIIEpaTOpa U uMnepaTpullsl. MmnepaTop [IpeliBeH, 6paT MOKOWHOTO
uMIlepaTopa.

Yro cmenanmu OB apHCTOKPATEI, €C/iy OBl y3HAJH, YTO Mepuasib BOBCe He mypoyka? J[0JI:KHO OBITE,
OHM BBIHYIUIH OB UMIIEpPATOpPa OTPEYhCS OT IIPECTOJIa B ee MoIb3y. Mepuanb Obljla 3aKOHHON
HaCJIeOHUIIEW, a He HEIHEITHUY KPOHIIPUHII, ChIH [IpeiiBeHa.

WmnepaTtop Bouau, otel; Mepuasb, 3aHUMa TPOH. DTOT TPOH IPUHAJIeXkan el. [IpeiiBeH X0Ten Okl
yOoepKaTh IO3ULKYU U OECIIOKOMIICS, YTO IPOU30UIET, €CNIX OTKPOETCS IIpaBfia O IPOLUIOM.

— He Mory B 3T0 TOBEPUTE...

— Huuero crpamsoro.



Kapeta coBceM ocTaHOBHUIAChH. YTOOR CKPHITh, KAK U3MEHHUJIOCH €T0 JIHi0, Kilayc 3aKphUICS pyKaMHy.
BripazkeHue ero nmuia 6bI710 HaCTOIBKO MPAaYHBIM, UTO MepHuab MPEANoIoXKIIIa, YTO i 3TO
TII0Ka3aJI0Ch.

— 4... xorena Obl 0OCTaBaTLCS OYPOUKOH.

Ecmu OBl TOMBKO ee XXKU3Hb He Obljla B 0macHOCTHU. Eciu OB TOJTBKO OH ITO3BOJIMII €M TaK XKHUTh.

MepI/ISHB MPA4YHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha Knayca, CTapasiChb COEePZXKaThCA. Ona YyBCTBOBAJId, YTO 3puUrepmor
IMOTPACEH, 30JI, OlledaJjieH, HO He MOTI'Jla HU49€ero 6o7blire IIPOU3HECTH.

Mepusnb CKJIOHKIIA T'OJIOBY M II€PBOM BOIJIa BO fABOpell. TeM BpeMeHeM Kiayc cMOTpesn Ha Hee, faxe
He JyMas O TOM, YTOOH TOKUHYTh KaperTy.

[laxxe OCTaBIIKCH OOWH, OH JOIT0 Melkas. CiemoBaio IIPU3HATE, YTO HEeOXHUTaHHHIHN CEeKpeT
NMIIEPATOPa OKa3aJiCAd Y2KaCeH.

— TeI BCe elrle gypodka, — Ipo6OpPMOTall OH.
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Mepnsnb Ha4aJla IIPUBLIKATH K ZKW3HU BO ABOPIIE 3pLreprora.

Knayc, y3HaB mpaBy, yCUIWI oXpaHy. HelmprucTynHas KPernocTh, 3aHUMaBIIasi BOCTOUHYIO YacCTh
CTpaHHI, yKe obnagasna cTpaxkel, 6JIM3K0M K HealbHOM, OT Yero Ka3ajocCh, UTO CIofla HEBO3MOXKHO
IIPOHUKHYTE, HO Kilayc chemnan aTy oxpaHy B HECKOJIBKO pa3 0ojiee CypoOBO.
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— Komangup phillapei xKaoBajics MHe HelaBHO.

— Kanutan Bpan? — cnpocuna Mepuassb, nenuBlias CHEXKY B cany.

Ona IIoIIpocuiia KrsiHa, CTOSBIIIET O psAOOM B IIJIOTHOM IIQJIBTO, ITPOCJIEJUTH, KaK OHa 6y11eT WUIrpaTh B
CHEXKH.

— J1OJI0KUTH JIU MHE 3pPLTepLory?

— 3ayeM? — CHOBa crpocusa Mepuass.



— §1 cnpIan Baiie BOpYaHKe II0 3TOMY IIOBOAY.

— 3T0 OBLLJIO BCEro JIUIIL HEIThHE, S BOBCE He HeqoBOJILHA!

— Heyxenu?

— Ila, u bpaH B caMOM [fieie KJIaCCHBIM.

Mepnsnb IOBEIPHYJIA MAJIEHBKHUM CHEXKKOM B 3€MJII0, OTYEr0 KOMOK CTaJl TOJILKO TBEPXKE.

— BEI B 9TOM yBEepEeHHI?

— [a.

— On mpuBnIeKaTenbHEE, YEM SPITePIor?

— IToyeMy ThI 06 3TOM CIIpalINBaAEIIE?

— MHe Hemb3s MPOCTO MOII000MEITCTBOBATh?

— 9T0 9purepuor Teds Mompocui? Beab TH OMWH MOXKEIh 3afaBaTh IIOOO0HEIE BOIIPOCH OT €0
nmuna’?

— XoTs1 OBI OOHO CJIOBO?..

Mepnanb BCIIOMHMHIIA, YTO YCIi€Jla ITIOBUOATh 3a MECSIbI, KOTOPEIE OHU ITPOBEJIX BMECTE. Ona
3aKaTHuJjla I''la3a, OCTaBHJIa B IIOKOE€ NOCTATOYHO prTIHbIﬁ CHEZKOK U Ha4daJla JIEIIUThb npyroﬁ.

— Kak Y BaC TaK BBIXOOUT MEHATH TEMY 68C6I[BI?

— Korpa 970 s MeHsIa TeMy? — ITapupoBajia MepuaJsb.

— Cetiuac.

— Her, 9T0 TBI HEMHOTO Yepecyyp HaCTOWYUB.

MepI/ISHB mogzxKaljia I"Y6BI M IIOXJIOIIaJIa PECHUIIAMU. Ycnvimas CKpHII, OHA HaXaJla CUJIbHEE, YTOOBI
CJIETINTh CHEZKOK U YCIIBIIIATh 3TOT 3BYK CHOBA. Ot xomopa Y Hee IIOKPaCHeJI HOC, HO OHa He
OCTaHOBHIIACE.



— Hraxk.

—A?

— Kro BaM HpaBuTCs O0JIbIIe: SPITEePIOT UK KOMAaHAUD PhIapei? — CypoBo ciupocuit KbsH.

OO6HapyXK1B CBOI0 HACTOMYMBOCTh, OH He claBajicsi. Mepuanb yiIeIOHYIaCh, PamysiCh TOMY, UTO
TOJICTHIM IIapd 3aKphiBaeT e poT. OgHAKO He MOTJIa CKPHITh, YTO y/IbIOKa MMOSBUIACh U Y HEE B
riasax.

— XM... Eciiv TOBOpUTH YECTHO, YTO TAKOT0 KJIACCHOT'O0 B KOMaHAUpE phIllaper? — Cupocuil KegH
CHOBaA.

— Jlyuime 6v110 OBI CKA3aTh, UTO 3PITEPIOT, CKOPee, KPACHBHIM, YeM KIIaCCHBIH.

— Kaxercs, y Bac mpoOIeMsl CO 3peHHEM.

— Co 3peHueM y MeHs BCe OTIIUYHO.

— 4 monoxy spurepuory o6 3ToM.

— Tl HE myMaelIb, 4TO cHelaelb eMy 60/1bHO? OH HEMHOT'O 3aCTEHYUB.

Haxmypusimmiics KesiH Ipu 9TUX €€ CJI0BaX PacxoXoTaJsICs.

— C ygero GBI 9TO 3PITePIOTY OBITh 3aCTEHYUBLIM?

— HOTOMy 4TO, KOIr'la s1 C HUM BCTPeYaliaCh, MHE €IIl€ 1 ITI0Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OH NOCTAaTOYHO OI'PaHMY€EH.

— Xa! B uem aT0?!

MepI/ISHb, He COEePXKaBIINCh, CKa3alla cebe: «BOT 0HO», — ¥ CTajla XUXUKATh U CMESITHCS.
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