Mepuans mupoko ynei0Hynack. OHa He MOIJla IO03BOJIUTE ce0e CMesThCsl, HO ee yibl0Ka Oblna
VCKpPEeHHe! U PafOCTHOU.

OHa BepHYIach BO MBOPEI] TePIIoTa, KOTHa C Hee CHSIIU MEPKU U 0OCYIUIM C Hell MeJKue JeTally.
OO6paTHO OHa exala B KapeTe BMecTe ¢ Kmaycom.

— M=l noxkeHuMcst BecHOM. Co cenymolei Hefeau 0 BCcel uMIepuu OymyT pacChliaTh
IpUTTIaIIEeHUS.

— dcHo.

— 4 ToXe OTIIPaBIIOCH B UMIIEPATOPCKUN OBOPEII.

—0...

— Brl obeciokoeHsI?

— Y10? — cupocuna Mepuans.

OHa npucTanbHO CIegusIa 3a MEHSIOMIMMCS TIel3axkeM 3a OKHOM. Mepuasb omIyTusIa Ha cebe ero
B3TJISIMI, HO HE TIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBHI.

— W KaK XKe oTpearupyeT UMIIepaTOPCKU ABOPEL?

— CMory yBUZETH 110 IPUOBITUHN.

— Yto?

Mepuanb BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO HAPOM UMIIepUH 00pallaics C Heil Kak ¢ pe6eHKOM.

— Ero BenuuecTBo, 0okHO OBITE, 00ecrokoeH. O0bEKT, KOTOPHIHM HYKHO OBIIIO YHUYTOXKUTE, TETIEPh
HaXOOUTCS BO BIIaIEHUU TOTO, KOT'O eMy He iocTaTh. MoxkeT OvITh... Ero BenuyecTBo cKydaeT. Bens y
Hero 6oJbllle HET TOM, Hafl KeM OH MoT Obl u3feBaTbcs. Y Ee BricouecTBO TOXe, MOJIKHO OBITE,
cKy4aeT. Teneps e 00JIbIIe HEKOTO YHUXKATh.

Mepuanb Bcerfa Xuja B OTHEIbHOM ABOPIE K CEBEPO-BOCTOKY OT UMIIEPATOPCKOTO0. B ceMbe Oblnmu
TaKyKe HacCJIeMHBIN IIPUHI] Ha TOJl CTapllle Hee U MajleHbKas MpUHIlecca rofoM Miapiie. KpoHnpuHi,
HaBelllas ee JBOPEIl, MOKydYaJs e, a MaJleHbKasi IIPUHIIeCCa YHUXKAJA ee, 3aCTaBIsAs CTEIAUTHCS, KOTa
Mepwuanb mpuxoguia Ha O6ael, Kyna ee He MPUTIallajli.

— Ilepepn cBagb00¥ MOTYT BO3HUKHYTH ITPOOIEMEL.



— BEI BCe ellle He XOTUTEe paCCKa3aTh MHE, II0YEMY Ero BemndecTBO 0XOTHTCS Ha Bac?

Mepuanb cupsiTana B3I/, 3aKPHIB I1a3a.

Eit xoTemoch ObI 3a0HITH O TOM, YTO OHA — IpHHIECca. [IeByIKa xoTesa Okl 3a0bITh 060 BCeM, HO B
OTIIMYHe OT yMepIllel BIageuIlsl Tejla, CaMa OHa, MaXe jlexka 0e3 CO3HAHUs, HUKAaK He MOTJIa
130aBUTHCS OT BOCIIOMHUHAHUH IIPHHIIECCH, KOTOPEIE HAIIOIHAJIHN €€ IaMATh.

— [loTromy 4TO 2 3Hat cekpeT Ero Benuuyectsa.

— Cekper?..

Mepnanb OTKDEIJIA I''Ta3d U B3TTIAHYJIA Ha TYMaHHLIfI nei3ax 3a OKHOM.
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— Mepusns!

— Mawma, nmoxanyucra!

— Tol monmxkHa OexkaThb cefiuac ke, Mepuanb. beru, Mepuans! Ckopee!

Pogutenu Mepusins — IOKOKWHBIE UMIIEPATOP U UMIIEPATPHUIIHL.

910 OBINA BCEro JIUIIh HeOOIbIas IIPoBepKa. Mepuasb U POJUTEIN HEBEPOSTHO HacClaXKoalIucCh
CBOEH MMoe3gKoM. ITO GOJbIIe TOXOAUIIO Ha MUKHUK, IIOTOMY 4TO MepHuaib ClI0XKuIa ux obef B
CIlellMaIbHYI0 KOP3UHKY ¥ iepXkKaJjla poauTesei 3a pyku. [1o myTH B KapeTe IIPOM30IIIa aBapusi, Ha
HUX Hanany pa300MHUKY, 1 Mepuasb yrnajna. PoguTtenu Kpudany ei, 4To0wl oHa y0erara.

— Oren! Mawma... HeT, moxanyicra, He yxoguTe! Het!!!
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CTouso e¥ BCIIOMHHUTD, KaK OHa Kpudaja ¥ IJlaKaja TOTfa, KaK y Hee CTaji0 CAgHUTDb TOPIo. XOTs
OHA JIWIIb 3aHsJIa TeJo MPUHIIECCH, cTaB Mepuasb, omlyasa 6071k ¥ CKOpOb MaJIeHbKOW MTPUHIIECCHI
Kak HacTosmue. OHA UCIEITEIBAIA 9TH e YYBCTBA KaXKMIkIHM pa3, KakK BOCIIOMUHAHHUS BO3BPAIIa/IKCh.

Hponsomenmee C HpI/IHLIeCCOfI TOTTIa OBIII0O HACTOJIBKO YZXKaCHO U peaJlMCTU4YHO, 9YTO B CaMOM [eJie
BI'OHAJIO B Y2KacC.
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[Toka Mepuans my1akana U Kpudaja, KTO-TO CXBATHUJI €€ 3a PYKY U YBeJI IIp0Yb, 3aTKHYB €1 POT,
yTOOBI OHA He BOMMIa. BOT Tak MajeHbKas IPUHIIECCA X CMOTJIa BIXKUTE.

— He cnumkom nu oHa 1oHa? Torma s B30MAy Ha TPOH.

Ona noTtepsina 000UX poguTesei. ITO MIOKMPOBAJIO U OIIeYaIuiIo ee.

[TpuHIeCcca, CBUAETEIbHUIIA CIIyYMBIIET0CS, YYBCTBOBAJIA COXKAJIEHNE OIH, KOTTa TOT C MATKOMH
yIIBIOKO¥ TIOTPeTas ee 1o BojocaM. [laxke Ha KiiagOuIle Ha ero juie ObIM pa304yapoBaHUe U IPYCTb.

W nuiuib Torma MaJeHbKON IIpuHIIeCCe KOE-4TO CTAJIO sACHO.

KTo0 9T cTpaHHBIE PHILIAPH, U TIOYEMY OHHM CKOPOST 110 ee OTITy, a He JKaJeloT BHIXKUBIINYI0 Mepuais?

— Her, 970 meno pyk gamu. 3aueM Tebe nrath? IS0, 9TO, B CAMOM [ielie, CAesall Th?

— Mepwusinb, 0 4eM TH F'OBOPHIID?

— Yto 3acTasngeT Tebs XKajleTh MeHT?

Bce 6b110 OB OTIMYHO, €C/Iu OBl OHa MPOAOJIKaJia MoI4aTh. IT0oKa Bce 3aHMMAJIUCh ITOXOPOHAMH, IS/
IIPUCTAIbHO U AOJIT0 CMOTPEJ Ha Mepuasib MyTaloUM B3TISIIOM.

B TOT meHb OHa BIepBBIe OKa3ayach B OMTACHOM OJIM30CTH OT cCMepPTH. Eif mMPHUIIIOCh UCITHITATh
CUJIbHBIE SMOLIMK B TY HOYb B CIIaJibHEe, KOT{la OHA 3ajIMBalaCh TOPECTHEIMHU clie3aMu. MaseHbKas
Mepuanb MpUIlia B y2Kac OT MyTalollel IHITHOCTH XKU3HU, KOTopas TeKJla 3a IpefeyiaMu ee
CIIaJIbHU.

— YTo TH cOenan?

— 4 momymMmar, B crianbHe KTO-TO €CTh. f omubcs...

— Tr1 He mxemb?

CoBepIlIeHHO TOYHO, TOTa ITPOU30III0 YOuCcTBO. Mepuasnb, MpsTaBlIasics IMOA KpoBaThio, 3aKphiBaja
cebe pOT ¥ BCXJIUIbIBajIA. Bl MPHUIIIIOCh IPUHSTE Y2KaCHOE peIleHHe.

BymeT mu oHa MCTUTh, OTKPHIB IIPaBy O HECIIPABEJIUBOM U TParuyeckou rubelu poguTesnen, uim



3a0ymeT 0 HUX ¥ IIPOMOIXKUT KUTh CBOEH XKU3HBIO?

Mepuanb, MaleHbKas qeBoYKa, n30paja MoCaegHUN My Th.

BrniepBrle B XKM3HU OHA MOHSIIA, YTO YMEET yrafiblBaTh YyKKe YyBCTBa, HO € IPUIIIOCh U30aBUTHCS
OT CBOMX BOCIIOMMHAHUU. B TOT meHb MpUHIleCCa IPeEBPATUIIACh B IyPOUYKy. Mepuajb 0TYassHHO
3aluIanach U Xkjaia MOMoIM. Yib6asich Bpary, KOTOPHIM YOUI ee pOOUTeNel, TOKa BCe
OTUMTHIBAJIA €€ 3a TO, YTO OHa TaKas Aypa.

[puHIecce He X0TeNOCh Pa3MHIIUIATh. OHa IIpeANnoYnTaNa 0CTaBaThCA UAXOTKON. TakuM 00pa3oMm,
el Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OHA CMOXKET OCTaThCsl Mepuasb, KOTOPYI0 000Kaiu ee POOUTENH, He IPUHUMas Ha
ce0s HUYBIO IPYTYIO POJIb.
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— Ilpunnecca?

YcnpiaB mpu3ssiB Kimayca, Mepuans npuiiiia B ce0si. MoxeT OBITh, OHa YyBCTBOBasa ce6s1 Tak
IIOTOMY, YTO yKe JaBHO He 3arsigbiBaja B BOCIOMUHAHMS MPUHIIECCH. Ee MBICTHM mpeOrBaiy B
Xaoce, a cepaue 6eleHo KOJIOTUIOCE.
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