Ona maxe He IIOIIpOoCHIIa cebs OTIIYCTHUTH, a OH HE ITIOOHAJICA. HeBy’H.IKa HUYEro He MOI'JIa CKa3aTh,
IIOCKOJIBKY BHUI€JId, KaKHUE B €TI0 I''Ta3aX 3aCThIJIM YYBCTBA, KOI'Ta OH CXBATHUII €€ 3ad 3dllsACThe.

— Ilouemy... Ilouemy... Tax...

«Hoquy THI KaXKeIIbCS TAaKUM II€YaIbHEIM?»,

OHa npu3Basia Ha MOMOIIB BCI0 XpabpocTh, YTOOH 3a7aTh BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM HE ceTaln C Iyo0.
Mepwuans mpeoposena mevyanb. Ei 65710 TI000MBITHO, KTO OH, Pa3 CMOTPUT Ha HEE C TaKO# rPYCTHIO.
OH mepxkar ee 3a 3amlsiCThe, KOTOPOe My4YUTEIBHO G0JIerno.

— Mepwusns... [IpuHIilecca? — XPUIINIBIM TUXAM T'OJIOCOM IIPOCTOHAI OH.

Ona IIpoMoJIdalia. Torpa on 3aKPHIJI I'JIa3a 1 octabun XBATKY.

— Tebe 4TO-TO MPHUCHUIOCH? ITO IOXOAUIIO Ha KOIIMap.

— Bam IIPOCTO HEJIb34 3aXO0OUTh B KOMHATY K MyXK4YKHE. CTYHafITe! — KbsH noneiTancs IIPUKA3aThb
el, HO B TOJIOCe He OBIIIO0 BIIACTHOCTH.

— Trl 3a0071€7 U3-3a MEHSI, — THUXO0 CKa3ajaa Mepuasib, HO OH He OTBETHIL.

U meBymika noguuHUIach nprkaldy. OHa nocMoTrpesia Ha KbsiHa, KOTOPHIM BCe ellle jexkal, 3aKpPhiB
rjas3a, ¥ BHIILIA.

B oTnmune oT ero KOMHATHI, HAIIOJTHEHHOUN ZKapoM €ero ObIXaHud, Y HEE OBIIIO XOJIOOHO.

Korpga Mepuans cena, ¥ Clie3bl 3aCTPYUIIUCS T10 €€ IIeKaM.

OHa HCIBITHIBaNA CTPAHHYIO I1€4allb, KOTOPAA 3aCTaBJidjila CEPALlEe CZKUMATHCA. 9T0 OblNTa YXKaCHasa
6omb. Takasi, YTO Jaxke BHI3BAJia HEBOJIbHBIE CIIE3HI.

— OKa3bIBaeTCs, Thl YTO-TO UCIIBITHIBAEIIb K OPYyTHUM.

Ee He ymuBmMIIO, KOT[Ia OHA MPEAIIONI0KHUIIA, YTO IIyboKas medanb Ha nuie KbsHa ObTa cBsi3aHa C
KeM-TO gpyruM. OH, KaXKeTcsi, CMOTpeJl Ha He Mepuasb, a Ha IPYroro 4ejoBeKa Ha ee MecTe.

— ¢ HanmOMMHA XKEHIIUHY, KOTOPYIO ThI JTIO0OUIIL?

OHa cTepia cne3sl THUIBHOW CTOPOHOM 3amsCThs. BooOIre-To, 3To ee coBceM He KacaeTcs. OHa



HUYEero He MOTJIA Mofie/IaTh MIPOCTO IIOTOMY, YTO yrafasa 4yBcTBa KbsiHa. XOTs OH U CTaJl K Hel
IOBOJIBHO APYKeT00eH 3a MPOLIeNIIHA MECSII.

— 4 ycrana.

Mepuanb 3aKpHUIa IIa3a U THXO JIerjia Ha mocTess. Eif XxoTenock Obl, 4TOGH ero mpocTyaa IpoIia
KaK MOXKHO CKopee. TakuM 00pa3oM, OHM CMOTJIH OBl CKOpee JOCTHYb 3PIrepIiora.

Ha cnepytomuii JeHb, CIOBHO MObOa Mepuanb oKa3anack 3p(QeKTUBHEIM 3aK/IMHaHUEM, KbsiH
IIPOCHYJCS 300PoBeIM. OH HEMEIJIEHHO HAIeN O HUX 9KUIaX.

HaxkoHelr, Kak OHa ¥ X0Tejla, OHM MPUOBIIY B ['paHT, Toe XKUJT 9PLUTepIior.

Kesan 3ape3ePBUPOBAJI KOMHATY B TOCTHUHUIIE, KaK TOJIBKO OHHU IIPHEXaJIu.

— OTa roctuHMIla — caMmas Oe3omacHas B 'paHTe.

— Cmacubo t1ebe, KesH.

B mo6oM cry4ae, oHa foKHa OBbIJIa OTIIPABUTHCS K SPLIreplory 3aBTpa.

HGBYUIKa He OBlIa YBe€peHa, CKOJIBKO HpO6YI[I/IT B IT'OCTHHHUIIE, HO HCIIBITAlla O6JI€1"‘-I€HI/IG, YCIIBIIIAB,
YTO 3T0 Oe30macHeiInee MecTo.

<<HOTOMy 4TO, €CJIK 3PUTrepUor OTKaKeTCd OT MEHs, MHEe Hy2KHO 6y11eT rge-TO 2KUTh KaKO€-TO BpeMsI».

OHa, pa3o6paB 6arax 1 OBICTPO OCMOTPEB CBOIO KOMHATY, CITyCTUIAch B X0J11. Ho KbsiH Bce ere Ob1
psimoM. MepuaJib, MPEMAIOJI0KHUB, YTO OH, HABEPHOE, YCIIeNl BEPHYThCS, CKIIOHHUIIA TOJIOBY.

— Tul eme He yien?

— 4 noka He YCIIBIIIAII TBOIO HCTOPHUIO.

— Hctoputo?

— ¢ He mOHUMAl0, 3a4eM TH 3[eCh. {1 TOMHIO, KaK TH TOBOPHUJA, YTO 3TO UMEeT KaKoe-TO OTHOIIEeHue
K 3aMyXKeCTBY.

[Tpomy yuns Mecsl u ogHa Hexens. OHa IPEeNNoIokKIUIa, 9YT0, HOJIXKHO ObITh, OH 3a0BLT 0 TOM
Pa3roBope, KOTOPHIH COCTOSINICS MEXOY HUMU B HadaJle MyTeIleCTBHS.



Mepwuanb kuBHy1a. OHa OblTa HEMHOTO CMYIIeHa ero HeOOLKHOBEHHOU aMsThi0, TePIIeHUEM,
TAKTOM U YMeHHeM ciymaTh. Obellanue ecTh obeliaHue.

— Torpga roe? — Mepuanb yxke cobrpanack CeCTh Ha CTOJ B XOJIJIE.

— 3mech eCTh pecTOpaH, KOTOPHIH 5T HEIJI0X0 3HAal, — CKa3as KbsH, BRIXOMS U3 TOCTHHHIIHL.

Pectopan pacnosarasncs psfgoM ¢ TocTuHuUIEel. Mx oTesnb pacnosaraics o4eHb OIM3K0 K IeHTPY
ropofa, HO 3[eCh ObIJIO TUXO M YIOTHO, XOTSI Mepuasb U MpHUIIIa Tya B CEpeirHe IHS.
PaccTaBneHHEBIE TOBCIOAY CBEUM U YKpAIlleHUs J00aByIsid POCKOLIN HHTEPHEDY.

— 4 mpuexasna BCTPETUTHCS C SPLUTEPLIOTOM.

— ITo kakKOMy mOBOAY”?

3aKOHYMB Tpane3y, OH BHIITMI BOOL, YTOOB YTONUTD KaXkAy, © Mepuasib OTBETUIIA EMY C PaiOCTHOMN
YIBIOKOM ¥ CUSIIOIIMM B3TISIHOM:

— YTOOHI MOKEHUTHLCH!

KbsiH BHIITIOHYTT BOAY, KOTOpas Oblyla y HETO BO PTy. BphI3ru momanu B Hee, HO Mepuajb CIIOKOWHO
BHITEPJIA TUII0 callPeTKOM.

— U a1 npuBe3na odpullranbHOe MpeaiokeHne PyKy U cepala, — mobaBuia OHa.

— Ero BenuuecTBo Benes BaM BHIUTHU 3a 3pLrepIiora, €CNIA BEl He IpuaeTe B ce0si, TaK YTO BH eMY
IIOOYUHUIINCD... Pa3Be B 3TOM €CTh KaKOH-TO CMBICII?

— Pa3Be 310 HEMb3s CHenaTh?

— Tak pe3ko? HeoxunauHo? [ToueMy 13 BCeX MyXKYUH — MMEHHO 3PUrepuor? — GLICTPO CIIpaIIuBal
KbstH, m03a6bIB, 4TO 3TO Tpy6o.

3amaB BOIIPOCEHI, OH OTBEJI B3IJisAd, HE B CHUJIaX CKPBITh CBOEM 03ajla4yeHHOCTH.

— TonbKO HE TOBOPHUTE, YTO BaM 3TO COBCEM He HPaBUTCSA? BBl CKa3asu, YTO XOTeau OBl
IIONIBITATHCA... Pa3Be y Bac eCTh MPUYKHA, II0 KOTOPOH BhI JOJI2KHEBI BEIMTHU 3a 3plLrepuora?

[Toemast mecepT, Mepuanb B3r/IsSHYIa Ha SBHO HENOBOIbHO KbsiHA ¥ KMBHYIA.



— OpITreplor — eTUHCTBEHHEIH YeTI0BEK B MMIIEPUHU, KOTOPHIA MOT OBl 3aIIUTUTH MEHS OT
MMIIEpaTOpa.

— Ero BenuuecTBo cobupaeTtcsi youTh Bac?

— Ia. 9to Ero BenmuuecTBO OTIIPABUII OTPSIT HAEMHBIX YOUHII, 0 KOTOPBIX THI ITI03a00TUICS, —
CIIOKOMHO CKa3ajia Mepuaib Tak, CJIOBHO pedb IIJIa O IOTePsBIIeics cobake ee cocefa.

HeBymika He Gecrniokomiach o cebe, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO 9TO Kacajioch ee HampsiMyoo. OHa
HaxMypusach, a KbsgH cxkan Kynaku.

— Kaxoi cmpicn paccka3eiBaTh TeOe 06 3ToM? TONIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO THl — ONU3KUN K 3PILTEPIOTY
yesoBeK. [ToxkamyicTa, CKaxku, Iie s CMOTY C TO60# BCTPETUThCSI. MOXKET, 51 ¥ cTasa st Tebs
MYCOPOM, OT KOTOPOTO HY>KHO U30aBUTHCS, HO... §1 MPOIIYy 3pITepLora O IOMOIIIH.

KbsH 03aaueHHO TOCMOTPEN Ha Mepuab.
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