Tak Kkak MepuaJb IPoaosiKaia IIPUTBOPSATHCS HAXOTKOM, ee 0Tell, UMIIepaTop, MPHU3BaJl NOYb B 3aJI
IBOPIIA.

— CKOJIb IOMT0, THl JyMaellb, 1 cobupaiock 0 Tebe 3a00TUTHCS, pa3 TH IO-IPeKHEMY Tak cebst
BeJIeIb? — XOJIOMHO 3aphyall UMIIePaTop Ha NOYb, CHOS Ha TPOHE.

Ho Kak TOIBKO IogyMasl, YTO er0 MOTYT YCIIBIIIAaTh, Cpa3y ke Ipuiles B cedst ¥ ycrmokouncst. OH TUXO
IPUTPO3UI Mepuasb:

— Ecnu He mpuperns B ce0st caMa, s BhmaM Te0st 3a UygoBHIIHOTO IPIrepIora.

Opnaxko riaymnas oroBopka UMIlepaTopa BAOXHOBUIA Mepusrb.

«3aMyx 3a UymosuiHoro dpurepiora? Xum... la. Ecnu s BEIHAY 3a HETO 3aMy2K, 0CBOG0XKYCh U3-I10
BJIACTH UMIIEPATOPaA>.

OyeBUAHO, OCTIE COBEPIIEHHOJIETUSA €€ XKU3Hb OGeLuana CTaThb CJIOZKHEE.

YTOOH! BEIXKUTh U YCTAHOBUTH IIOJIHEIM KOHTPOJIb Hafl CBOEW KU3HbIO, OHA [OJIKHA OblJla HAWTU BHIXOZ.

Ins Mepuanb, My4YUTENIbHO UCKABILEH €T0, yrpo3a UMIIEPaTopa BHIATh ee 3aMyXK Oblsla mogo0Ha
JIUBHIO, TPOJIUBIIEMYCS TIOCPEAH 3aCyXH, U 0A3UCY B IYCTHIHE.

)%k

— ¥x! Bamre BricouecTBO, MpHUHIIeCcca, Bl IPUIIIHA B ce0s?

— Bul MeHs y3HaeTe?

Korga Mepuasb BepHYyIach BO IBOPEI, CTy>KAaHKK B3BOJTHOBAHHO CTAJIM KPUYATh.

I[puHIlecca OTIMYHO 3HAA, OTYET0 OHU TPeBokKaTcs. Ee cykaHKaM 3aBU0BAJIU BCe TOPHUYHEIE TI0
BCEH MMIlepuu. XOTs OHK He 0COOeHHO MHOTO paboTay, 3aTO MHOTO IOTyYasld, ¥ HUKTO He y3Hal
ObI, maxke ecyy OBl OHY CTAIIWIIK Tapy Bellled U3 JBOpIla IIPUHIECCH. [ CITyKaHKX 3TO OblTa
paboTa MeUTHI.

IIBe TOpHUYHbIE, Ceiiyac MIPHUBETCTBOBABILKE €€, BCeryia UTHOPHPOBAJK HY Kbl IPUHIIECCH 1
ocKopO6isanu Mepuanb y Hee 3a COUHON. MHOTHE ApyTHe CIYTH OaXe BUOEeNH, KaK OHU OTKPHITO
TACKaIoOT BeIlly.

Y Bce ke Mepuasb I0-UAUOTCKY paccMesnach. OHa pajjoCTHO MphiTaia B KPYKEBHAIX IJIAThIX U



IIpoaoJIZKajla UOUOTCKH BCEM YJ'IBI6aTI:CH.

— 4 3Halo, bekku, u... U Tebs 30ByT 2KaHHa?

— A-a-a!

— Bare BricouecTBo!

OHU TOPOIIIMBO CKJIIOHWUIIM TOJIOBHI, IOKa3kiBas yBaxKkeHne. CMEITHO ObII0 CMOTPETh, KaK OHU
KJIaHSI0TCI Mepuanb. Ta xoTena 651 OTOMCTUTD 3@ BCe, UTO CIIYYMJIOCH IIPeXke, HO ellle He Morja
130aBUTHCS OT MACKHU «TYIIOM IPUHIIECCH». ECIIM 3TO IPOU30MMET, €€ YIIOPHBIN TPYH U
HaCTOMYHBOCTh OKaXXyTCs ITOTPaYE€HHBIMU BIIYCTYIO.

— ITo3BosIbTE MPEAIOKUTH BaM BKYCHYIO KOHGDETY.

— Ia?..

— 41 ye3kalo Jasieko, ¥ Bl BCE NOJIXKHHI IIOJIYYUTh MOCIEOHUN MOJapoK. A BeIUAY 3a UyoOBUIITHOTO
OSpurepuora, — ropgo ckasaja MepusJyb C yIbIOKOMH.

Bce onu c obmeruenuemM BBIOOXHYJIX U BREITIPAMUIINCE.

3aTeM Mepuasb OCTaBUIIA Y HEEe B KOMHATE, XUXUKas MPo ce0s 1 TacKas ee KOHDETH.

bekku u KaHHa, CIIyXKaHKH, OOJIT0€ BpeM CIIYyCTA IIOABUIINCH Y KOMHATHL Mepnanb U IIOOOIIJIN K
OBEPHU. OHHM XUXHUKAJIN U IIENTaJINCh 0 Y4eM-TO.

— Trl yBepeHa, YTO HaM HYXKHO CTOJIBKO BCET0 B3SATh?

— Xa! Y Hac He MoxkeT OHITh faxkKe eMUHCTBEHHOTO PHILIApPs, JaXKe eIUHCTBEHHOTO IIIeHKa, He TOBOPS
yX&e 0 KOPOoJIeBCKOM KapeTe. Trl OBl Ipeodia yMepeTh 30ech? ITHU OeHbI'W BCe PaBHO OymyT
mOoTpadYeHkbl. Tak 4TO MBI MOTJIH OBI B3SITh BCE 3TO!

CJ'Iy}KaHKI/I, COCTaBHB 3aroBop, BOLIJIN K Mepuanb U IIPOTAHYIIHA el HeOOJIBIIIOM MeIIoYeK C OJeHeraMu.

— Ilpunnecca, Ero BennuecTBo mpuKa3sai pHIIapPsSM JOCTAaBUTh BaM [E€HBI'M Ha MJOPOXKHBIE PACXOOLI B
rnoMecTbe JlacTHH.

— Bay! bnecrur!



— JleHbI'M BazKHHI, TaK YTO BHI JOJIXKHHI UX cOepeyb, — CTPOro cKa3aja bekku, kak OyoTo ee 3T0
Oecrioxousno, XoTs ObUIO 0YEBUIHO, YTO OHA KOJIeOIeTCs.

Mepuanb 3aCTEHYUBO YIBIOHYIAaCh ¥ B3BOJTHOBAHHO KUBHYJa. OnHaKo, Kak BeKKu u cka3ara,
moe3zKa B oMecThe JlacTuH moporo obxogunachk. Ho Mepuanb 3Hana, YTO BPyYEHHEBIX el leHer He
XBaTHUT, UYTOOLI JOEeXaTh.

«Cyuru».

Mepuanb 3Hana, 4T0 OHK 3a6epyT cebe 4acTh IeHEeT Ha HOPOTY, BEAETIEHHLIX UMIIepaTopoM. MeHHO
OHU TAWHO ¥ OTKPBITO TACKaJIX HEHbTH U LIEHHOCTH U3 ee IBOPIA.

«4 HUKaK He MOT'Y II03BOJIUTDH cebe TIIOTPATUTE Ha OOPOTY TOJIBKO 3TO!»,

— Torma, bekku, 2KanHza, moka!

Mepuanb ¢ MUHEMYMOM Belllei cobpajia CyMKY 4 3aKpemuia ee. 3aTeM ImoMaxalia ClyKaHKaM.
Bckope, mepzka 6arax, oHa OTIIPaBUIIach B MoMecThe [laCTUH OgHA, ¥ HUKTO HE TIOMBITANICS ee
OCTaHOBHTb.

VimmepaTop OBLI YOUBJIEH, KOTHA YBUAEN, YTO Mepuajb IpuHsia pellleHre OTIIPaBUThCS
HEMe[[JIEHHO, HO BCKOPEe COTJIACHUJICS C 3TUM U [laXKe OIIaTHII pacxombl. HUKTO ee He ymepXKuBaj U
HUKTO He BBI3BaJICSI cOOPATh €e CYMKH MJIH JKe TIOMeIaTh e yiutu. [IpoGieMHas mpuHIiecca
coo0111IIa, 4YTO caMa ITOKHUHET JBOpeLl.

«Te, KOMy ceff4ac HEBECEJIO, KOHEYHO, TOTEPSIOT Pab0Ty, ¥ UM IPUAETCS CIEOUTH 3a COO0MH B
OymyiieM», — IpPe3pUTenbHO Ipo6opMoTasa mpo cebss Mepuaib, MPOIasich CO CIyKaHKaMH.

OHa uyBCcTBOBaJa ce0s1 HallyraHHOU U HEYBEePeHHOU, TOTOMY YTO MOTJIa OBl yMepeTh 110 JOpOTe B
noMecThbe JacTtul. Eif MOriu yrpoXaTh HEU3BECTHHIE ONTAaCHOCTH, B 0COOEHHOCTH — NIPSIYYIINecs
0aHOUTH WU IPUTAUBIIKECS YyOUIla.

«[lymaro, MHe HyKHO IIPUAEPKUBATHCS CBOETO IJlaHa. YMEPETh 3a BOPOTaMH, Kak cobaka, OymeT He
XyzKe, 4eM YMEPETh B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [BOPIIE>.

Mepnanb, HMIIEPCKas IIPUHIIEeCCa, XO0JIOOHO B3TJIAHYJIA Ha 3aXJIOMMHYBIOINECsS BOPOTaA.

HukTO HE cMOTpen maxke, KaK OHAa ye3XkKaeT, ¥ HUKTO He 0eCIOKOuIICs. [IBopell 0CTaBasICs IPEBHUM,
KOJIOCCAJIbHBIM U XOJIOMHBIM — KaK Oy[TO HaKOHEI[-TO COPOCHII C ce0s TSIXKKUI TPy3.

«Brl Moru OB, IO KpaliHE! Mepe, XOTh PhILIAps CO MHOM OTIIPaBUTh, fa, BO3MOXKHO, OH OBl 13-3a
MeHs yMep. [logyMaTth TONBKO, KU3HB PHIIAPS PANOM CO MHOU HUYEro He CTOUT. Ecu s yMpy, BHI



COJIZKEeTe, YTO PEILIaph, KOTOPOT'O TaM Ha CaMOM [eJjie HUKOI'ld U He Ov1710, TIOTKO, 3aMIUIIAsT MEHSI?».

Mepuanb He cobHpaack BEIOTHATE UX XKenaHus. OHa 6osbiie He Oblla Y3HUIIEN UMIIEPATOPCKOTO
OBOpIa. Y Hee, IO KpaHeW Mepe, OblI COOCTBEHHBIE IEHbI'H, XOTSI OHA MAJIo YTO MOTJIa CAeNaTh C
TEM, 4YTO OCTaJIOCh IocJjie rpabexka CciyKaHoK. Mepuasnb yHacTCs BBIXKUTE, €CJIA TOIHKO OHA
noOepeTcs Oo MOMeCThsT [JaCTUH 1eI0M U HEBPEOUMOM.,

«3JTO eOgUHCTBEHHOe y0exKuile, KOTOpoe Y MeHs MOXKeT ObITh. & moiKHa Kak-HuOyas moOpaThCcs [0
noMecThs [JacTuH B 6e3onacHocTu! Knayc — Mosi eIMHCTBEHHAs Hagexkaa».
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