"Ox, mpoury npoiienus! Bunosar." Pa3dgancs xKu3HepagOCTHBIN TOIOC XBaHCOHA.

Hy uTo 3a KoponeBcku#t yomonok! ECTh y MeHs 4yBCTBO, YTO 3TO OBIJIO He ciydaiiHo. Heyxkenu oH
yCHBILIAJ HaIll Pa3roBop?

"¢l oco3Ham cBO OMMOKY ¥ MCIIOIH30BaI 3aK/IMHAHKE 3alUTHL. [[0BOBHO KPYTO, a?"

Bompeku ero XBaCTOBCTBY CBO€il 3aIuTON, YKUCY BHITTISIEA CEPhE3HO TPaBMUPOBaHHOU. OHa
yTaja Ha II0JI, COeJiaB BCETo Iapy HeyBepPEeHHHIX IIaroB.

"Kto TeI? THI HE 1T0X0XKa Ha OJHY U3 IpuHIlecC." XBaHCOH BCMOTPEJICS B YXKHUCY.

"Pa3Be B He 3HaeTe CBOIO OyAyIIyio HeBeCTKy? [lyMaro, HUKTO He oOpalaeT CUIbHOI0 BHUMaHUS Ha
[eByIIeK."

"O, THI Ta geBymKa?" XBaHCOH 3axXMXUKall, CafgsiCh Ha KOPTOYKHU PSAOOM C yHaBiien YxKucy.
[TpunopgHSB €€ nasnblieM 3a I0A00POMI0K, OH OCMOTpEI e€ nuIlo. "BuxKy, Mosi Marndeckas 3alluTa
paboTaet BronHe Hemmoxo. Kposu HeT. [la s renuit!"

4 3Hana, 4To 9TO OB HAMEK, YTOOH! 5 TOXBaJIMia €0 MOTYIIECTBEHHYI0 Maruio, HO MeHs 3aXBaTuja
ropsidasi spocth. Hy u Tun! OH geiiCTBUTENTbHO KOPOJIEBCKUM YOII0M0K!

*+*C GOIBIIMM BHUMaHNE TOTOBUJIOCH OIIEeIOMJISIONIee MPa3mHeCcTBO 110 CIy4Yalo COBEPIIeHHOIeTHS
Canxu. B pasrap nogroToBKM COBETHHKHU 00CYKAajIy IITIOCEL 1 MUHYCHL 9TOT'0 CTPaHHOTO ¢heHOMeHa.

"He monuMalo, mouemMy KOpOjb HaCTauBaeT, YTOOBI MBI BIIOXKUIIUCH B TaKoe Oecroyie3Hoe coOnITue."

OnHu 130 BCEX CUT CTapaJIuCh HaWUTHU 9TOMY IIpueMiieMoe 06'bHCHeHI/Ie, HO Heé CMOTI'JIN.

AJTIeKC HEBOJILHO paccMedncs.

"YBepeH, BH BCe 3HaeTe, YTO KOPOJIb B35 Ha cebsi 00513aTeIbCTBO KePTBOBATh THICIYM OMJIIMOHOB
KaX[BIY TOfl B TOCYAAPCTBEHHYIO Ka3Hy."

MBI BEIHYZKIEHEI IIOTPATUTL OTPOMH MMY Ha 3TO He3HAYUTEJILH BITHE OJIS IIPUHIIECCHL.
"Ho e oTpa orpo 10 C a 3TO HEe3Ha e oe cob e ecchlL."

"TToueMy OBI He B3TISTHYTh Ha 3TO C APYTO# CTOPOHHI? ECu MBI MOXKeM TPaTUTh HeJIelble CYMMEI Ha
He3HAYHTENIbHOe, KaK BHl ero Ha3klBaeTe, COOBITHE, TIPeICTaBIIsIeTe, CKOIbKO OyIeT moTpayeHo Ha
YTO-TO MEeMCTBUTEIbHO 3HaUYuMoe?"

"C camoro Hayajla CBOET0 IIpaBJIeHus Halll KOPOJIb 3aBOeBasl 071ar0CKIOHHOCTS JIofie. B Hapofe ero



Ha3bIBAIOT He MHaue KaK MyOpHM KopoieM. Pa3se oH He moxepTBoBaa 300 OUITHOHOB CO CBOETO
cyéta? OH He TaKOM, KaK OPYTue IPaBUTENHU, KOTOPLIE 3a00TSTCS TOIBKO O cebe."

Bce packasinuch B TOM, YTO HE CMOTJIM TTOHSTh IIyOUHY X MyIPOCThL BOJIKA KOposs. 1o ux
CTapOMOJHOMY TUITY MBILIJIEHUS ITPEII0Iaraaoch, YTO YTOOHI XOPOILO BEIIOIHUTEL OOHO 3afilaHue,
HY2KHO IIJT0XO BBITIOJIHSITH AIpyTOe. Temnepb OPYTroM CIoco0 MBILITIEHUS TUKTOBAJI, YTO, €CJIU HYyKHO
XOPOIIO BHIIOJHUTH OIHO 3aJjaHKe, IPYTroe HYKHO BHITOTHUTD e1lé Tydiine. ITo Obla
"BEIMTPATh=BHIUTPAThH eIrle€ OobIlne" CUTyallus.

Korpma ofcyXaeHue MO0 B HY:KHOM €My HallpaBleHuH, AJIeKC YIIIEN, YTOOB HAWTH KOPOJIS.

"Cap, 51 He COMHEBAIOCh B Ballleil MyIPOCTH, HO MEHS IIPOIoJIXKaeT 6€CIIOKOUTH OOHA Belllb."

"Umnepus, ga?"

"Ila, cap. HoBocTu 0 pacxogax MOT'yT IIpUBJIeYb BHUMaHue uMieparopa... COKpOBUIIHNULIA KOPOJIS He
0e3moHHEIHM Komofell. [TosIBATCS MOmo3peHus."

Koposb moHUMAIoIIIe YIEIOHYIICS.

"MMneprs MOXKeT fefiaTh YTo xo4eT. 5 Mory He 6eCIIOKOUThCS."

"Ho cap, moryT BeI3BaTh Prinlapeu ®peona."

"“Torga uMIepuu SBHO HagOEI0 XKUTh."

AJeKc pUCTaNbHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha KOPOJIs, KOTOPOT'0 He Halyranu faxe uMnepckue Prirtapu ®peoHa.
B Gosee 10HOM BO3pacTe KOPOJIb XBACT/IMBO 3as1Bui, " oTpy6iio ummnepaTtopy ronosy!" Cepaie
Anekca 3abunock GrICTpEE IPU BOCIIOMUHAHUH O IOHOIIECKOM TITymnocTu Koposs. CiaBa 00Ty, aTOro
HUKTO He Cibimat. [TycTh mpou3HeCcEHHBIE CTI0BA U OBLIM APYTUMHE, OOIIHMI TOH U IIOBEEHUE KOPOJIS
OBUTM TAKUMH K€, KaK ¥ B IIPOIIIIOM.

Br1 He U3MEeHUIUCH.

Kopons cHoBa 3arosopui. "Ecnu Priiapu ®peoHa BHICTYNIAT NPOTUB [0OphE..."

AJexc I0OCMOTpPEN Ha KOPOJIs, CTPAIIACh CJI0B, KOTOPEIE TOT MOT IIPOM3HECTH.

"Topbé OymeT pa3pyIleHo, HO UMIIePHST HUKOTIa He YBUAUT ['opbé mobeknéHHEIM. "

Kopons He 3aBepmuit cBoio ¢pasy. "...rojosa uMiepaTopa OymeT oToeneHa OT ero Tena." Emy u He



HY2KHO OB1710. AJIEKC 3HAJ €T0 MBICIIH.

"¢l mormMaro Bammu 4yBCcTBa, Cap. Ho maBaiiTe XOpOIEeHbKO M03a00THUMCS 0 HAIlIMX pacxofax.
[ToxanyiicTta, He CUMTalTe MEHS CTaphIM HaflOeAIKUBEIM qypakoM. [IpaBma B TOM, UTO YeM MeHbIIe
MMIIepUs 3HaeT 0 Halmx (rHaHCaX, TEM Jydle."

Kopornsb TonbKO0 ycMexHycs. "[laBay mogymMmaeM Haf 9TUM."

***XBaHCOH CKJIOHMICA Hapg Yxkucy. "K cyacteio, nuio B nopsgke. Kposu Het. A reruid. BepHo,
CobayoHKa?" cka3asy XBaHCOH CIlelXanbHO A1 CaHXU.

[lTénoToM, Tak, 4ToOH He ychbiiana Canxu, XBaHCOH MpoIHUIe. "YMepeTs X04emrs?"

Yxke TpaBMupoBaHHas UkucCy Obljia IIOKUPOBAHA, YCIIHIIIAB eJle COEePXKUBAEMYI0 SPOCTh B TOJI0CEe
XBaHCOHA, ¥ 3afpozxKaja. Te KpOXu CUJIbI, YTO OCTABAJIUCh B €€ TeJjle, IOKUHYIIH €.

XBaHCOH Npopokuji, "Ecnu Xouelb TPOHYTh YbET0-TO IIUTOMIIA, Pa3Be He [OJIKHA THl CHavdala
CIIPOCHUTHL Pa3pelleHus Bafenbia?" Bricka3aB 3To MpefynpexaeHne, OH YIPoKalolle YIbIOHYIIC.

"f xoTen youTs Tebs, HO, eClii OTMEHUTCS cBagbba Moero OpaTa, HAQYHYTCS CIIOPHL, TIO3TOMY S PEIINI
3TOro He fenaTh. ECiu TH CHOBa CBSXKeIbes ¢ Moet Co0a4oHKOM, Molaasl He OymeT. Moxelrs He
OoTBedaTh. [IpOCTO MOPTHYU [ABaXK[bI, €CIIU TIOHSIa MeHs."

Ykrcy MTHOBEHHO MOPTHYJIa [iBa pasa.

XBaHCOH SIPKO YIBIOHYIICS U ToTpeboBart, "I, ckaxXu, 4YTo g reHui!"
**TIpoIIno HeCKOJIBKO 4aCcoB. XBAHCOH IIOMIEN YBUAETHCS C XBaHCOKOM U KPaTKO pacckasal eMy, YTo

CIy4unocsk. "4 cobupancs IPUKOHYUTL €€, HO He X04y MOpTUTh TeOe cBagnhy."

XBaHCOK MOXBaJIUJI MIAAIIETrO 6paTa 3d UHUITUATHUBY. XBaHCOK flaxKe He 3Hal, KaK BBITJISAOUT ero
HeBecTa. OH BUIen eé (1)OTO, HO He CMOT BCIIOMHHUTh, BUJIEJI JIX OH KOTga-Iu00 e€ B pealbHOCTH.

Xopomrast paboTta, Maapmuii 6part.

Youiictso OI[HOI7I 2KEHIMVHBI HE UMEJIO HUKAaKUX HOCJ'IGJICTBPII:I, HO U3 JaJIbHUX 3€MEJIb HpI/IGBIJ'II/I
IIOCJIBI, ¥ IIOTOMY OTME€HAa ITIOMOJIBKH CO30aJia OBl HEHY2XKHO€ HalIpsA2KEeHHue.

kXY xacHele gHE YxBe UKKCy Ka3anuch 0ecKoOHeYHBEIMU. OHa 3Hasla, YTO MyXK4YHWHA HUKOTa He
BBIPA3UT yYBaxkKeHUe K xKeHIrHe. OHa 0XKumana, 4TO 6yIeT CIyKUTh CBOeMY MyXKY U ITOCTapaeTcs
TI0JapuTh eMy HacliegHuKa. Ho OHa He oxupjasa TakKoTo U3[eBaTeIbCTBa Iepey] cBagL0oii.

Korga Yxucy nponHhopMupoBaiy, 4To XBaHCOK, €€ XKeHUX, UCKaJl €€, OHa Ofiesiach ¥ BHINIIA



BCTPETUTHCA C HUM.

"[lyMaelb, Thl YTO-TO 3HAYUIIL?"

.oalt

[ToueMy oH Tak 301? YTO 4 He Tak cpesana?

"TIpoctute. 3TOr0 HUKOrAa O6OMIbIIEe HE TOBTOPUTCS."

XO0Ts OHa He IMOHUMAa, IMo4YeMy OH 3JIMTCA, OHa PEeIIniia, YTO JIy4YlIe IIPOCTO MOJIKTE O IIPOIIEHUH.

"Youpaiics K 9epry."

"Ta. MHe HyXKHO yUTH."

I'I}KI/ICY BEPHYJIACh B CBOM IIOKOH X MOJI4Yd 3dllJIaKdJld, He B CHUJIaX IMOHATH, YTO IIOIIJIO HE TaK.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs YKUCY MpHUIIIa K BEIBOY, YTO HCTOYHUKOM €€ TpaBMaTUYHOTO JHS Oblla
Canxu. OTa cyuka! 9T0 BCE e€ BUHa. Bcé Hayasyo UATU He Tak IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK 51 BCTPETHUa e€.
[TpocTo momoxkau o cBoew 1epeMoHuu! Thl CBOE MOTYYHIITh.

Cy1mecTBOBAJIO HETJIACHOE ITPABUIIO, YTO B KOHIIE LIEPEMOHUY COBEPIIEHHOJIETHS BCE JEBOYKY U JIEAU
cobuparoTcst BMecTe. MyX4YuHE He oOpaliajy Ha 3TO BHUMaHUS, a IEeBYIIKY B 3TO BPEMS
yCTaHaB/IMBaJId NepapXuio B CBOEM MaJIeHbKOM 00IIeCTBe.

4 Tebs mepeq BCEMU YHUYTOXKY.

Ha cnepytomuii eHb Hayaaach [ePEMOHHUS.
*k* ] ycnblliana OT TOPHUYHBIX ONUH IyCTOM cinyxX. Cy4KWH, MOSI TOPHUYHAas, IpebkiBaa B
PacTepsIHHOCTH.

"IIpomry npoiueHnus, [Ipuniiecca. 9 CIUILKOM MHOTO TOBOpPIO."

"Ia. [Toxany¥icra, 3aMUCh 3TUM. f He X04y, 4TOOH XaHy YKUHCY 4TO-THUO0 NPUUUHSIIO
HeymoOcTBa."

[Tpu ynomuuanuu Yxxuucy CyuxuH mobjegHerna 1, elé CUIbHee 3auKasich, IPOMOIKUIIA
M3BHUHSATHCS U 00€eIiaTh X0po1Io 060 BCEM 1103ab0TUThLCA. A OyMaia, YTo, IPOBEs CO MHOU CTOIBKO
BpeMeHH, Cy4kKUH IIOJIBEPTIacCh MOEMY BIUSHUIO, HO 9TO OBIIT IBHO HE TOT CITy4au.



B nmro6oM cnydae, nepeiéM K cyTu. YXKUHCY He IPUAET Ha MO0 IIEPEMOHUIO COBEPIIEHHOIETHS.
['nmyno maxke gyMaTh, UTO OH MoxeT npuiitu. OH 4épToB Pritlaps ®peona! Y Hero ects 6ojee BaxKHBIE
fella, UMIIEPUU TaM CllacaTh, HallpUMeD.

3Has BCE 9TO, 5 BCE eIl YyBCTBOBaJa ce0s1 HEMHOTO CTpaHHo. Y mycTh 51 HacTauBaja, YTo He
pPaccTpoeHa, ero OTCYTCTBUE 3aCTaBISI0 MEHS emlé 60bIle CKydaTh 0 cTapoMy YxkuHCY. OHU OBITH
PA3HBEIMU TIOAbMH, HO... OTKyma 9TOT YKMHCY 3HAET 0 TYMEHHX 606ax? dToro 6/ioma maxe He
cymecTByeT B 3ToM Mupe. OH ToXke GBI B PaCTEPSTHHOCTH.

Ox, He BaXKHO. Cel"OJIHH s OOJIZKHa OBLITH CYACTIIMBA. Hy}KHO BBEIKMHYTE K3 T'OJIOBEI BCE ITOCTOPOHHNE
MBEICJIN.

CyuxuH nomoria MHe ¢ miateeM. 'O, [IpuHLiecca, BE BEITISOUTE IPeKpacHo! Bl BEIpOCU B
04apoBaTEIbHYIO0 MOJIOAYIO AEBYIIKY. f Tak paga, 4YTO CMOTJa 3TO YBUAETH."

"Tvl 6ECIIOKOMTIACH, UTO 5T He MOKUBY [0 3TOr0 Bo3pacTa, ma?"

Cy4XuH B3OPOTHYIa, YCIbIIIaB MOY CJI0Ba, Belb 3TO Oblla IIpaBfa. f Bena cebs nHave, 4yeM
0KHUMIaJIoCh OT HeBoYKH. Koe-Kak g JoXKua 40 Bo3pacTa B3pOCIIOTO.

WTtak, Havamach MOs IIepeMOHHUSA COBEPIIECHHOJIETHA.
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