YxuHCy gobpasncs mo 17-ro aTaxa, rae XKuil BTopol ¢kl KoponeBcTtBa I'opb€, XBaHCOK. YKUHCY
IOTOBOPUIICS O BCTpede Mo TenedoHy. BEIIo eme He Tak MO3AHO.

«§1 3mech, YTOOH YBUIETh IPHUHIIA U ONPeIe/IeHHO He [JIS TOT0, YTOOB YBUOETHCS C TIIYIIOH
[IeBOYOHKO¥»- TIOBTOPSIJI OH ¥ ce0si B TOJIOBE.

YKUHCY CTapasicsi He QyMaTh O IPUHIECCE.
«IIpuHII, HaBHO HE BUMIEIUCH.»
«Caguce.»

[TpuHIIECCH Ha3bIBalXd XBaHCOKA "MOHCTPOM'", IOTOMY 4YTO OBIJIO XOPOIIIO U3BECTHO, YTO OH CYUTAJl UX
HafloeTUBEIMU HaceKoMbIMH. OH I10X0 0Opalrasncs ¢ MpPUHIIeCCaMH, a CaMy IIPUHIIECCH CTapaiuch
HU B KOEM CJIy4dae He BCTaBaTh ¥ HETO Ha MyTH, YTOOLI He TIOJTyYUTh TPaBM.

HenoBkoe MonuaHue.

"TloueMy BHI XOTEeJIX MEeHS BULETh? Bl 3aHATOM YeoBeK. 3a4eM BaM TPATUTh CBOE OparoleHHOoe
BpeMs Ha MeH$, KOT[la Y BaCc CTOJIbKO HEOTJIOKHBIX Jenn?”

YxkuHCY, 06OyMbIBasi Kaxoe CJI0BO, CKa3an. «byneT HempaBUIbHO, ECIIH S He TIOMPHUBETCTBYIO
HAIllero IMPUHIA, KOTHa OH moceTun MmmnepaTopckuii [IBopet.»

XBaHCOK cfenan IJI0TOK Yasi. YKUHCY He omubancs, Ho XBaHCOKY Ka3al0Ch, YTO Y 3TOTO Apyras
TPUYMHA.

"fcHo.”
“Kak Balu fiesia, MOM MPUHI?”
XBaHCOK XOTeJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He 3HAJI, YTO UMEHHO.

[Tocne Toro, Kak OHM HEMHOI'O IIOTOBOPHUIIN O OAPYT OpyTre, CBOMX CEMBsX M TaK [HaJiee, XBaHCOK TOHSII,
4YTO OH XOTEeJI CIPOCUTL Y I‘I}KI/IHCY BCe 3TO BpeEM.

“TeL.”
"Ma, [TpuHL?”

«4T10 TH myMaemb 0 CaHxu?» XBaHCOK He 3HAJI, I0YeMy OH IOCYMTAlI HeOOXONUMEIM 3afaTh TAKOH
HEJIOBKHH BOIIPOC, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfla OH IIPOU3HEC 3TH CJIOBA, Y HETO CJIIOBHO ropa C Iiey
ymana.

YkuHCY OB 03agayueH. 2KeHIIMHEL UMEJT TaKoe MaJleHbKOe 3HaueHNe B 9TOM MUPE, YTO
CIpalluBaTh YbE-TO MHEHUE 0 KOHKPETHOM XKeHIIHe ObIIO CIIOBHO CIIPOCUTDH I'OCTS, YTO OH AyMaeT
00 ux BHIOOpe MapKu TyaleTHOM Gymaru.

['mx€H, KOTOPOMY [0 9TOI'0 MOMEHTa y[aBajIoCh OCTABAThCS TUXUM M HE3aMETHHIM, aXHYJI, 04EBUIHO,
OPakKeHHBIM HEOXKUTAHHEIM BOIIPOCOM IIPHHIIA. [IeBOYEK PACTSAT TOJIBKO [JIST TOT'0, YTOOHI BEIOATh UX
3aMyX. VX emrHCTBEHHas paboTa 3aK/II04aeTCsl B TOM, YTOOBI CITy2KUTh CBOUM MYyKbSM B 1I060M
Ka4yecTBe, B KOTOPOM OHHU HYXKHAIOTCS.

I‘I}KI/IHCY OJOJI2KEeH YyBCTBOBAThb cebst OCKOp6JIeHHbIM. OH He oCMeJIUTCS II0Ka3aTh IIPUHITY CBOI THEB,



HO OH TOYHO YyBCTBYeT 60b. Kak 6yaTo YKMHCY HeUeM 3aHSATHCS, KpOMe Kak GOpMUPOBATH MHEHUE
0 IEeBOYKE... C TAKMM XKe YCIIeXOM OH MOT OyMaTh O LIHYpPKaX Ha 00yBH.

I'ux€H YKpagKo# B3TIIHYI Ha YKUHCY U OBLII TOPaXkeH ero CIIOKOHHEIM, IIOYTH CYACTIIMBEIM BHLOM.
I'uxéH OBUT CaMOIIPOBO3TIIAMIEHHEIM JIYYIIUM OPYroM YKUHCY U OyMaJl, 4YTO 3Haj BCEe ero
ocobeHHOCTH. Hampumep, OH 3HaJ, YTO, KOTHa OH COePKUBAET THEB, Y HETO NEPTraeTcs IpaBasi OPOBb.

“Yr0? Hukakoii peaknuu?”
B ToT MOMeHT YXUHCY 3aT0BOPUII.
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YKUHCY [eCTBOBAJ 10 OOIIEeNPUHATEIM IIpaBUjlaM, He [T0Ka3biBasg HUKaKWX BUOUMEIX IIPU3HAKOB
9MOLUM: THEBA UITH KaKUX-HUOYIb IPYTHUX.

"OHa MOs HeBeCTa, U 5 JyMal 0 Hel KakK 0 CBOel CyKeHHOH.”

JIumo XBaHCOKa CMOPIIUIIOCEH B pa3gpakeHuu. YKUHCY He OTOBOPUIICS; OH ObLJI COBEPIIEHHO IIPaB.
OO0 ux cBapib0Oe 00BIBUIH e1ll€ 00 poxkaeHus CaHxu. XBaHCOK He MOT He IIPU3HaTh, YTO YKHUHCY ObLI
B CBOEM ITIpaBe, HO B TO [Ie¢ BPEMS UYBCTBOBAJ Ce05T KaKMM-TO 0OMaHYTEIM.

"flcHo." BOT BCe, 4TO OH CMOT NIPOM3HECTH. Y HETo He OBIJI0 HUYero, YTO OH MOT Obl UCIIOJIb30BaTh
npoTuB YKuHCY. Bopyr oH ogyMai, [ToueMy g IBITalOCh IPUAPATHCA K 9TOMY NapHi0? OCO3HaB CBOU
HEXOpOollIne HaMepeHus, XBaHCOK IIOIBITA/ICS IOTOBOPUTE C YKUHCY CEPHEIHO.

“B nmro6om ciy4ae, cnacu6o, 4TO IPHUIIET KO MHe.”
"He Hago 6y1arogapHOCTH. & BHITTOIHSI CBOM HOINT.”

['uX€H MPUKYCUT A3BIK. «MHe KaxkeTcs, 4To YKMHCY MPUILle] TOBUAATHCS C IPHUHIIECCOH, a He C
Bamu, [TpuHIL.»

"TIpuHI, MoYyeMy BH Tak mopoxuTte [Ipunileccor Canxu?” ['Mx€H He MOT He 3aflaTh 3TOT BOIIPOC.
XBaHCOK ycTaBuJjCSd Ha ['MxEHa.

“A? Ty wryky?”

“Ha. Tak KaxKeTCs CO CTOPOHEL.”

XBaHCOK 3axoxoTaj. "OHa Most 6ecrojie3Has co0adyoHKa, 3a0aBHast UTPYIIKa.”

B TOT MOMeEHT T‘I}KI/IHCY JIépHYHCH. On IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPH HETO IIOOHUMAETCSA APOCTE. On 9yYThb
He KPDHUKHYII: "Pa3Be 3TO HE CIIUIITKOM?» I‘I}KI/IHCY C HEe4UeJIOBE4eCKMMHU YCUIIUAMU MOJIYad TEPIIEII.

XBaHCOK N0BepHYJICH K YxkuHCy. “Tlox0xKe, Thl €qUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO JOPOXKUT CaHxu.”
"OHa Mo0s HeBecTa. 1 UCIIOIHSII0 CBOU moir.”

XoTs YKUHCY TOBOPUIT TPAaBUJIbHEIE CJI0BA, XBAHCOK CHOBA, 663 KAKOW-TH00 IPUYHMHEI, II0YYBCTBOBAJ
HEemoBOIbCTBO. OH YYBCTBOBAJ, 4YTO Mexkny YxkuHCY U CaHXM KaKMe-TO 0COOeHHEIe OTHOIIEeHUS, ¥ 3TO
pa3gpaxarno ero, 6e3 Kakux-n100 Ha TO OCHOBaHUM. XBAaHCOK 0OHApPYKUJI, YTO II0YEMY-TO
paccTpourcs.



I'vx€H pa30ui MOBUCIIIEE B KOMHATE HAIIPSXKEHKE, BeCelo BMelnaBmuck. “Xaxa! ITouemMy BEI, 1BOE
BaXKHBIX JIIOOeN MuUpa, o0CyXKaaeTe CTONIb CKPOMHYIO TeMy? [laBaiiTe mepeiimeM K 60iee BaxKHOM
TeMe, KOTopasi COOTBETCTBYET BallleMy I10JI0KeHHU0.”

XBaHCOK 1 YKMHCY ITOBEPHYNIHUCH K ['MXEHY, KOTOPHIH TOYYBCTBOBAJ Ha cebe MX KTy4ue B3TsObL. 51
YTO-TO He TaK CKa3a?

XBaHCOK CKa3aJl HEeUTO COBEPIIEHHO oleaoMisgollee. "CaHxu He TaK yXK Ijioxa.”

['vx€H OBIN B 1I0KEe. XBAHCOK XBaNUT NeBOYKY? UTo OymeT manbire? OH OymeT IeTh XBajlkl TapakaHy?
CapoBou ynuTtke?

XBaHCOK, KaXKeTCsI, TYT K€ MOHSIJI CBOI0 OLUIMOKY ¥ MPUKPELT €€ ciioBaMu: “S1 Men B BUIY, YTO OHa HE
TaK yX Ij10Xa [ co6auoHKH.

[Tocne octporo B3rnsga YkuHCy ['MX€H BCE OCTaBlIeecs BpeMs I'POMKO IHJT Yall.
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Panee c umnepatopom BcTpetunach Canxu. Cerogus HacTasna odepenb Cannl. CaHXY HaCTaBJIgIa
MaJIeHbKYI0 IIPUHIECCY.

"He packphiBali pTa, €C/ii TOJIBKO y TeOsI He ocTaHeTCs Opyroro Beibopa. [ToHsma?”

Iaxe mo Toro, Kak OHU yexaau U3 KoposieBcTBa, CaHXU MOJIHIa CBOI MJIAMIIYI0 CECTPY
TIPUCIYIIAThCS K ee coBeTy. CaHa Oblta Tak Monoma. Canxu 60si71ach, YTO OHA CHENIAeT CEPhE3HYI0
omuOKy, ¥ OHa Ovlna paga, uTo CaHa Oblla MOCTYIIHOM.

Hama munast Cala, 6ygb OCTOPOXKHaA.

Canru He 3Ha7, TImo4YeMy OBYX IIPUHIIECC BBI3BIBAJINA I10 OTOEJIbHOCTH, BE€b Y UMIIePAaTOPa OOJIZKHO
OBITH MaJIo CBOGOI[HOI"O BPEMEHH. 3aueMm €My XKePTBOBATb TAKUM OOJIBIIIMM KOJIHYECTBOM BPEMEHH,
YTOORI BCTPETUTLCSA C HHOCTPAHHBIMU IIPUHIECCAMU JIMIIOM K JIAIY, I10 OMHOM 3a pa3?

K cuactsio, ¢ Canoit moume€T XeHcok. Kaxbiii pas3, Korjia OHa Jymalia 0 HEM, OHa He MOorJjia He
yneIOHyThCSI. OHA YYBCTBOBAJIa K HEMY CBOET0 POfa MaTEPHUHCKYIO UIIM CECTPUHCKYIO JTI000Bb U
o0oxkaHue, ¥ OHa OblyTa Ype3BHYaHO O/1aromapHa eMy 3a TO, YTO OH ITI0YYBCTBOBAJ ee 0€CIIOKOWCTBO
Y IPeOI0XKuUI IOUTH BMecTe ¢ CaHOM.

4 OBI X0TEN1a, YTOOB OCTaIbHBEIE MOU OpaThs Gpanu mpuMep ¢ XEHCOKA, TAaKOT0 TPYHOI00UBOTO,
BHHUMATEJILHOTO, MUJIOTO ¥ BIyMYHBOTO.

IyMmato, s nepeMynpuna. CaHXu HEPBHO B3[I0OXHYa, OXkuaas, Korga CaHa BEpHETCSA C ayOueHIuU y
uMIIepaTopa.

Canxu yBuaesla XEHCOKa, KOTOPHIN gepxkai 3a pyKy Cany. Canxu mobexasa K HUM.
Harra mpuHIlecca, TOKHO ObITh, OUeHb BOJTHOBAJACH.

¢ GecrokKouIach, 4YTO MPOU3OUIET, €CIIM UMIIepaTop mpuKaxeT CaHe yIapuTh ero, Kak OH IIpuKa3all
MHe?

WmMnepaTop Marueit nontsHyn CaHy K cebe, B3sJI ee 3a 3amsaCTbe, 9YTO-TO IpobopMoTa cebe mom HoC
¥ OTIIyCTHII €.



K cuacThio, HUUEro oco6eHHOro He CIIY4YHJIOCE.

XEHCOK CYuTaJll, YTO UMIIepaTOp IIPOCTO XOTEJl YBUAETh CAMYIO MOJIOAYIO IEBOUKY C Marudeckomn
CHUJIOH.

Kak tonbko CaHa nepecTasna 0eCliOKOUTHCS 06 9TOM, OHa IIpUBeJia B IeNCTBUE APYTOH IIJIaH..

Ynri0ka, KOTOopas MOsSIBUIACH Ha NuIle XEHCOKa, KOTHa OH C JII000BBI0 TocMOoTpen Ha CaHxH,
CBUIETEIHCTBOBAJIA O €I'0 PAIOCTH.

"¢l maBelny Te0s M03:ke, MOSI MaJleHbKas IpuHIlecca.”

"Torga MHe GBI XOT€JIOCh, YTOOBI BBl BHIITOJIHUIIM OOHY MOIO IIPOCHOY.”
“KoHeyHo.”

"Torga s mpolly TPU CEKyHHl Balllero BpeMeHu.”

“YT0 5 monmxKeH genath?”

"3akpoiiTe rj1a3a U IOCUAUTE CIIOKOMHO TPU CEKYH[HI, IT0XKanyicTa. EC/iu BBl HE XOTUTE 3TOT0
IenaTh, TO MOJIIO BAC IPOCTUTh MEHS, JOPOroy 6par.”

Iaxe ecnu OBIJIO OUEBUIHO, YTO €€ XKeJlaHue - 3aKOH, OHa BCeraa CTapallaChk IMOKa3dTh, YTO 3HAJIA,
4YTO Y Hee HET IIPaBa YTO-1100 IIPOCHUTB, IIOTOMY 4YTO 3HAJIa CBOE€ MeCTO.

XEHCOK KMBHYJI B 3HaK COTJIaCUS U KPENKO 3aKMYPHUIICS.
«[Toxanyicra, He OTKphIBAUTe Ia3al»

Barnan Con Cy4xkuH BhIpaXKai e€ 3aBUCTh. Kak meBoyka MoxkKeT o0lafaTh TaKOM BIacThio Hafl
MYKYUHOH, YIUBIIsNach oHA. KTo OB MOT TPeiCTaBUTh TaKoe?

Canxu nogotna K XEHCOKY, IPUABUHYB I'yOBI IPSMO K €T0 yXy, U IpolienTana: "Tel MOs CKana, U g
BCerma o4ueHb OmarogapHa tebe. 1 Tak Tebst moobio!”

Korga Canxu mpou3Hecsia 3TH CJI0Ba, OHa II0OYYBCTBOBAJIa JIETKOCTh B Telle. BCsiKui pas, Korfa oHa
MCIIOJTb30Bajla CBOM “KEHCKHEe XUTPOCTH” Ha XBaHCOKe, XBaHCOHE U Haxke CBOEM OTIIe, OHA BCerma
YyBCTBOBAJa CBOET0 POfa HEHABUCTh K CBOEM JIKM, ¥ ee YYBCTBO JIOCTOMHCTBA Tepmesio 601e3HeHHbIE
yoapsl. Ho ¢ XéHCoKOM Bce GBIJIO IO-IPYTOMY.

CaHxu mogyMasa O TOM, YTO B “peajibHOM XKuU3HKU~ €€ 60Jbllle TPUAATH U OHA, KaK CecTpa, ropasmo
cTapiie XEHCOKa, HO el IPUXOAUTCS UrPaTh 3aCTEHUUBYIO IBEHAAIIaTUIIETHIOI CYETIUBYIO NEBOYKY.

XEHCOK nogHsia CaHXH BEICOKO B BO30YyX, YOIUBUB €€.

"Ox, ¥ KaK HaM BhIlaBaTh TeOs 3aMyK, MOsI AparolieHHas MajeHbKas mpuHIecca? OCTanock BCETO
Tpu roga.”
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