OHa mOoYyBCTBOBAJIa TOJIOBOKPYKEHHe, KOT{la MaHa Oblyla BRITSHYTa U3 Hee. Bce Temo MapTukopaca,
IPUHSBIIEE ee MaHy, HAllOJIHUIIOCh TOHKUM 30JI0THIM CBETOM. A3PHA3JIb MOIIATHYIACh U, HAKOHEII,
TIOJTHOCTBIO 06JIOKOTHIACh Ha 3Beps. Ero nmephbs OblIv MATKUME, U OEBYIIKA YyBCTBOBasa ce0s
BIioiHe KoMpopTHO. OHA 3aKphlla I'J1a3a U HaOmomana, Kak MaHa BEITSITHUBANIACh, IIOKa B KAKOH-TO
MOMEHT IIOTOK He 0CTaHOBUJICS. OTPOMHBIM SI3HIK JTU3HYII ee IieKy. OHa BOPYT OTKpPHIIa rjasa u
BBITTPSIMUIIACE.

— MapTtukopac?

— Ila, rocroxa, — OTBETUI el MapTI/IKOpaC TOJIOCOM IIPHUIIEZKHOI'O MaJIb9YHKa.

— Oy, 3M, IPUATHO MO3HAKOMUTHCS. ..

— MHe TOXe 04€Hb IIPUATHO, TOCIIOXKaA.

OH OBITT OUeHb BeXUB, Torga Kak Hyap, Branie unu JIapro tak ce6s He Beu. A3puUajb pacTEPSIHHO
IIOCMOTpeJia B KpacHbIe I'Jla3a U ITI0Kadaja roJI0BOM.

— Trl MOKelIlb 00IIATHCS CO MHOM B MeHee O(pHIMaTIbHOM MaHepe.

— 4 He monxkeH OBITH TPY0 CO CBOEM X035MKOI, — OTKa3ascsi MapTuKopac.

— Mozxelb 3BaTh MEHS TPOCTO A3PHUITIb...

— Kak g mory BecTu ce6s1 Tak HeyBaKUTEIbHO U Ha3bIBaTh CBOIO XO3SIUKY 110 UMEHHU, €CIU I —
bamunbspHbIH Oyx? f He Mory cebe 3TOT0 TTO3BOJIUTE.

— JI-napHo... ITocTyma, Kak xouelb, — A3puaJib HEJIOBKO YIRIOHYIACh, TaK KaK COBCEM He 0XKHUOasa,
yTo paMunbap 6ymeT Bectu cebst momoO6HEIM 00pa3oM. — OgHAKO TH cefdac CIUIIKOM OOJIBIION.
Moxemib cTaTh MeHbIIe? TBoS puKcUpoBaHHAsA GopMa...

— ¥V MeHs yxe ecTh huKcupoBaHHas ¢hopMa. Brl xoTenu Ovl ee yBUAETH? — II0CTIE BEXKJIUBOTO
BOIIPOCa Teno MapTukopaca 3acusio 30JI0TEIM CBeTOM. OH YMEHBIIUIICS 0O Pa3MepoB IIeHKa, U CBET
rcyel3. — Bam HpaBuTCa?

Y Hor A3pI/IC-)J'[B IIOpXalJl TbBEHOK. Ero nBuxenus OBLITH CIIMIIKOM MHUJIBIMH. ‘-IeprIe KPHBIJIBSA Pa3MepPOM
C €€ JIaAOHb YaCTO0-4aCTO IMMOOHUMAJINCE U OIIYyCKaJIuCh, a TMOKAYHUBAIOIIHAMCSI KOHYHUK XBOCTA OBLI
IIOX0XK Ha KUCTOYKY.

— Maprtuxkopac?



— Ia, ato s1. BonmeOHMKY, KOTOPbIe MEHST CO3[aid, BCe BPeMs TOBOPUIIH, YTO S 00asiTeieH B 9TON
dbopMe, HO ecu BaM OHa BOPYT He TIOHPABUTCS, 5 MOMPOOYI0 APYTYI0, — JIbBEHOK HaBOCTPUI KPYTJIble
YIIN ¥ CMOTPeN Ha Hee OObIINMY Tla3aMu.

— Her, ThI 0OUeHb MUITBIN! — HEBOILHO CKa3aja A3pHUajb U KPemnKo 00HsIIa TbBeHKa. BCKope OH u caMm
IPUILHYT K HEH, ITOI0XKUB 0O00POIOK el Ha medo. — Oy, THl TaKOM MATKUMU... ¥ MYIIUCTHIA... JH,
MOKHO 51 Oyny 3BaTh Te€0s1 MapTu?

— Koneuno, rocmozxa, — MapTu cresan BaxHOE JIUI0 U ITOTEPCS TOJI0BOK 0 Ier0 A3puanb. OHa He
CMOTJIa Cep&KaThCs U N30 BCEX CUJI CTUCHYJA ero B 00bATUSAX. Ho, yAuBIeHHas KOPOTKUM BCXJIUTIOM,
IIOCIIEIIHO OTIIYCTHUJIa JIbBEHKA.

— IIpocTtu, 61710 6OTBHO? — CIIPOCHUIA AEBYIIKA.

— 4 B mopsimke. ITO BCe M3-3a TOTO, UTO S CIUILIKOM MUJIBIM. ITO HE TBOS BHHA.

— Ox, nagHo...

MapTu TOpHo BHIISITUIT CBOIO MAJIEHBKYIO I'PYIb. A3PH3JTb YCMEXHYIACh U MPOTSHYIA PYKY.

— MHe HYKHO 0CMOTPETh pyuHHL. [loiiieM BMecTe.

MapTI/I 3aTperieTal U aKKyPAaTHO IIPHU3EeMIIUIICA K OEeBYIIKE Ha PYKH. Hep}Ka JIbBEHKa KaK KYKIJIy, OHad
IIpOAOoJIZKHKJIa OCMAaTPHUBATE 3all.

— OHHU BCe CJIOMAaHBI. DTO TH COEJIaI?

— Mo# maMsTh [0 HaIIero KOHTpPaKTa Pa3MBITa, HO 3TO TOYHO COeJiall He 51, — OTBETHII MapTI/I.

— IlpaBma? Torma moyemMy OHU BCE Pa3faBIeHBI?

— 4 He yBepeH. Korpga s BhIIIEN U3 KIETKHU, TakK yxe Ob10. O, HO 3TO XpaHUIIUIIE KAMHEN MaHBI
pasrpomun si. 4 OB TOJIOfieH ¥ UCKAJl efy.

— VY 1e0s OBIJIO MHOTO KaMHEN MaHBI?

I paroueHHbIM KaMeHb, B KOTOPHIH BOIIIeOHNKY BIBIXald CBOI0 MaHy, Ha3bIBaJICs KaMHEM MaHHI.
[TocKonbKY OH OBIN CO37aH MyTeM UCII0JIb30BAHUS IPUPONHON MaHHBI, 3TO OB TPeaMeT, KOTOPHIH
COBpPEMEHHEBIE BOIIIEOHUKY He MOTJIU COeflaTh. TakKuM 00pa3oM, e0UHCTBEHHBIN CII0COO0M MOTyYUTh
€ro B HacTosIee BpeMsi ObIIO BEIKONIATh U3 PYUH, a 3TO 03HAa4as0, YTO KaMeHb MaHbl 0€CLIEHHBIH.



— Ila, g KU 3a CYeT HUX. PaHbline ux OBIIIO JOBOJIBHO MHOTI'O, HO B IIOCJIeJHEE BpEMA MHE He
XBaTasno... 4 romoman HECKOJIBKO JIET.

— Bor moyeMy THI cTan TaKUM XyAaeiM. Ho Tereph MOXKeIh He BOIHOBAThCS. Y MEeHSI MHOT'O MaHBI, —
A3puasb norjagriia MapTy 10 TOJIOBE U IIPOIIa MeXAy CIOMaHHBIMU TpegMeTaMu Mebenu. Korma

OHa IPUCMOTPENIACh, el I0Ka3aa0Ch, UYTO IPUYKUHOMN pa3pyLUIeHNUsI 9TOr0 MecTa MOT ObITh yaap Bpohe
3eMJIETPSICEHUS.

«4TO0 XKe TYT CIy4UnIoch?..»

— 3pmech OBLIO 3eMJIETPSICEHUE? — CIIPOCHIIA AeBYIIKA.

— 4 moMHIO, Kak IMOYYBCTBOBAII CUNbHHIY TONMYOK. Ho g He YBEDPEH, 9TO 3TO OBITO 3eMJIETPSACEHHE.

MapTurKopac, KOTOPHIi 10 3aK/TI0UeHUs C Helt KOHTPaKTa OBl IIPOCTO COTBOPEHHBIM 3BEPEM,
€CTECTBEHHO, TIOHATUSA HE UMeJl.

— 30ech He Ha YTO CMOTPEeTh. Bce KHUTH COXXKEHHL... UTO B IMofIBaze? — OHa IIOIIa BHU3. ITO OB
y3Kuii mpoxof. [ToBciomy OblIM KyCKK 00BaTUBIIMXCS CTEH, CIOMAHHHBIX Bellel u THUb. OHa PhIIach
B HUX, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh, CMOXKET JIM HaWTH YTO-HUOYIb I0JIe3HOe, ¥ HAlllIa YTO-TO, CBepKalollee
CO3Be3OUsAMU MaHb. HensBecTHEIM 00BEKT, TOrpebeHHEbIi MO TPYI0M KaMHeH, cogepkai 60IbIIoe
KONTM4eCcTBO MaHHBL. Korma A3puank cobpaiach pacKomnaThk ero, MapTu OBICTPO ITOAJIETEI.

— Iloxkany#icTa, 0OCTaBbTe TaKKe BEIIM Ha MeHs, FOCII0XKa, — 3Bepb, BEPHYB OIHOM IepenHel ame
VCTUHHLIN pa3Mep, C JIETKOCThI0 yOpas rpyny KaMHeH.

— Bay, cnacu6o!

— Be3 mpobneM. 1 momxkeH OB COEIATh 9TO, Belb 1 — GhaMUIbSIPHBIHM OyX. f momXKeH oTpabaTHBATh
CBO€ coflepXkKaHue, — F'OBOPUJI OH CKPOMHEIM I'OJIOCOM, HO BEIpaXkKeHHe JIuIia OBIJI0 BaXKHOE, a XBOCT
OBICTPO-OBICTPO BUIISINT. CoepKuBasi cMeX, A3pHUab IMorIaguiia MapTu 110 T0JIOBe U CTala
OCMaTpUBaTh, UYTO CKphIBaia rpyga KaMHe.

— CnoManHbI# uck?.. — Ha 1oy Bassijiach IoJI0BMHA KAKOTO-TO [MCKa, KOTOPHIH, ecyu Obl ObLIT
IIeJIBIM, e[IBa IIOMEeCTHUJICS OBl Ha ee JIafIoHsSIX. — MapTH, Thl 3HAEIllb, YTO 9TO TaKoe?

— Kaxercs, s roe-To ero BUpe... — KpacHbIE TJla3a Cy3UJIUCh, U3ydas IIOJIOBUHY [UCKa B PYKe
Azpuasb. Bckope MapTu mokayvars rojioBoit. — 9T0 OBIJIO 0 TOTO, KaK 51 06pest pa3yM, Tak 4To 5 He
3Haro. MHe XKaJb.

— Huuero, 3To HOpManbHO, — A3pHU3Ib BepTea JUCK B ¢popMe monyMecsna. OH OblT ceaH u3
He3HaKoMoro 6emoro metasia. CTOpOHA C Pa3JIoMOM BHITTIsAAETIa aKKypaTHO, KaK OyTO AUCK
CJIOManu crenuanbHo. Ha moBepxXHOCTH OBIIO TOTHO MEJIKUX M CTPAHHBIX Y30POB, KOTOPHIX OHA



COBEPIIEHHO HE MOTI'JIa IIOHATH. W B mucKe 0Ka3asocCh OrPOMHO€ KOJIM9ECTBO MaHEI. — B HeM GombIme
MaHBHI, 9eM Y m000ro IIPUIUYHOT O KaMHA MaHBI. Hoquy TaK MHOT0?

OHa 0CTOPOXKHO BIIYCTHUJIa BHYTPb CBOIO MaHy. MaHa BHYTPH [IKCKa HUKaK He pearupoBaa.

— He moxoxe, 4To BTOPA4A IIOJIOBHHA I'Ie-TO 30ECE.

HOCKOJ’IBKy OEBYIIIKa 00s13aTeNTbHO 3aMeTuna Okl 00BEKT C TAKUM KOJTUYECTBOM MaHHI C ITOMOIIIBIO
T'Jla3a APaKOHa, 30€eCh, JOJI2ZKHO OBITh, OBLTIA TOJILKO OJHA ITOJIOBHHA.

— OTpearupyer ¥ OH, €CJIU 5T HAWAY BTOPYIO YaCTh ¥ CHEJIAI0 LEJIBIN IUCK?

A3puah OCMOTpela Kpal JucKa, HaKJIOHHUB T'0JIOBY, ¥ 00HApPYyXKKIa OYeHb MEJIKYI0 HaAlIKCh B OMHOM
U3 yTJIOB.
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